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THE PREACHER AND THE PROGRAM

m T he Editor

E IS a good preacher and a good man, but he plays ‘Grandma’
to his people, so that he weakens them and causes them to fail,

so he fails with them.” The speaker was a man of experience in .

“Mating churches and preachers,” and 1 could not ignore his opinion of
a man in whom |I. was. interested and who has appealed for “ a place with
a better opportunity.”

“Just what do you mean?*' | asked, “Well,” my informer went on,
“he begins at the District Assembly by telling how very poor his people
are and how many obligations and how heavy their church debt. He really
intimates that his church should reccivfc help from the Home Mission funds
of the district, and he takes a very small proportion o f,the budgets and
takes that reluctantly arid under many protests. "By such a plan he,re-
lieves himself and his people from any pressure thdt might be placed upon
him by District and General Treasurers.” Then he goes home and tells his
people how these budgets were placed upon them against His plea and that
he knows they are poor and hard pressed and unable to raise the huge
amounts that have been ‘assessed.” The result is he never raises his bud-
gets for the District and the General church. 'But.this is not all: the peo-
ple get to feeling.sorry for themselves so that they break down on the local
expenses and finally become too poor to raise the pastor's salary. So he
usually finishes up his pastorate by pleading his own poverty ind trying
to induce his poverty stricken people to pay some part of the deficit on
his salary so he can move to another place and start again on his .'Grand-’
ma’ tactics.” oo

/‘But this man is in desperate straits and wants a new place. He says
he has never really had an opportunity,” l.replied. “Yes, | know,” my

informer continued,” he always says that. But the strange thing is that" ;
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the churches that he has served always.paid their bills, the pastor’s salaiy and the
budgets before he went'to them, and those he has left take, up and' go on after lie
‘moves, and | can’t uridcrstand why the churches are always so much more able be-
fore he goes and after lie leaves than while he is there. lie even things the pastor
Wholsucceeds him should be able .to get his own salary iind raise what is deficient
on the predecessor’s salary, when he could not raise one salary while he was there.
And he thinks other, churches should help the ones he serves, when the fact is he
always has had a church just as good as the majority of the ones from which our
Home Missions funds must come.” "

“I’ll tell you what 1 think; | think he is not really’sold to the program of the
church. He is really a floater. If he does not wake up he wilt find himself strand-
ed in the middle of his life; . Up to the present District .Superintendents, fellow
mpastors, church-boards and churches liajvc borne with him because he is young and
they think he will improve arid grow, but he is too old for that right now. His
type is pretty well set right now.. !f you know of a.small church in some consprv-
ative community, where they have no church;.debl to fight, and where there is
enough ballast in the church membership to hold the ship steady in the gale and
enough enthusiasm to.pull it through the calnv belt, where this preacher can go
and preach .and ‘rest’ and not.be agitated, send him there. Hut he is no good in
a finlit,, He not only won!t fight himself but lie teaches the people to quit. He
pities everyone until he makes him sorry for himself and then he is weak. So his
people fail and he fails with them.”

t. And while I listened 1 found myself pitying this man who pities everyone
else and makes them weak by his pity. And from pitying him | came to pity my-
self also in.my task to find him “a place with a better opportunity.” For | thought

*of the look that will come to the face of that District Superintendent when | pre-
sent.the name of this candidate for a pastorate, and ".whin the District Superintend-
ent asks, “Can he take a hard place where the people are discouraged and pull it
out, put heart into the people, make the payments on the church debt, raise the
budgets, and have a revival?”. But since | knolv now that pitying others intakes
them weak and pitying myself makes me disgruntled, | just think\l better let this
.matter .rest. '1 don’t know how to place this “pitying, Grandma” preacher. All
our good jobsvare hard jobs and require leaders who are loyal and enthusiastic and
ready to sweat and bleed and sacrifice and ‘encourage others to sacrifice. In fact
our preachers have to-believe that it is impossible for anyone to get God into: his
debt, and that no matter what one does for God, God will repay him. It takes
.strong men, courageous men to lead on a strong, courageous people.

- Theodore Roosevelt, it is said, complained that his'four sons all volunteered for
service in the great'World War., But his wife answered, “You have made your,
home an eagle'si. nest, and you cannot expect to raise sparrows in an eagle's nest.”
Our churches must be eagle’s nests, and from them must come converts who are
courageous and strong. ,So‘we cannot take chances with sparrows for preachers
and leaders. » ’
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sTHE

SINS OP-JGNORANCE

A. M. Hiilis
Wilful Sins asii Is»-ik>vitie!>'
ANY are confuted and..mH a litlh'i
troubled JJuse' distinctions a’:oiil

sin, For oiir spiritual help Jet us 'pet

mlight upon the question from the infal*blc Word.

Tile teaching of Scripture about sitis of. ignorance
is found in I~ cviticus, chapters 4 -and 5, and in
Numbers' J5. ’ Ce
1." The reference seems'to hatic hem to the truins-
RressJons of the written'ltiw which the
* people had in their possession.

"If anyone shall sin unwittingly in any. of the
‘thingslwhich Jehovah hath commander)” {Lev,
4:2). “~nd if thewhole congregation-of Israel
err, and the thing he hid from the eyes- of the
as;emb)y, and they have done any of the tilings

which Jehovah, hath commanded nut to be
done, and be guilty" (Lev. 4:13).. When a
ruler sinneth, anil doeth unwittingly any one

of ail the things which Jehovah his God hath
commanded nul to tie done, and is faulty” (5:22).
“And if any one of the common people sin un-
wittingly, i» doing any o[ the things which
Jehovah hath commanded not to be done, and
be guilty” j(5:27). .-Perhaps'a tana part of the.
sin consisted iq not knowing the- law which
might have-Jieen known, Yet-'in each ease'a sih-
offering was provided. And when the offering
was brought, God said “he shall he forgiven.".
Il. In Aumbers is.22 there seems to be a ref-
erence to the .unconscious silt uf omission.

“And when ye shall err, and not observe alll
these commandments,; which .Jehovah hath spok-
en unto Moses, even all that Jehovah hath com-
manded you by.Moses. Then it shall be, if it
be done unwittingly, without knowledge of the
congregation, they shall offer, . . . and they shall
be forgiven" (v. 24-28). “But the soul that doeth
aught with a.high-hand . . . the same blasphem-
cth Jehovah; and that-soul shall be cut off from
among his people” (v. 30). =

Here in a clear distinction-between an uncon-
scious sin of omission, and -a wilful, conscious
siri, for Which no atonement was provided.

’
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HI: Israel,

All this must have m'brought, before
-unit ti'Ht tut doubt' designed to teach
us, the absolute equity of
. Cod in-dealing with
[ ] _His ercaturrs.
lie takes note uf every sin; hut He also notes
. with eijual care every palliating circumstance of
it. The heavenly King and Judge of men is just
and righteous altogether. He will make every
mossible allowance that righteousness demands and
justice can permit to lessen the degree of our
guilt;
- IV. Hut none the less, the fart teaches the
' absolute holiness of Cod.

While ignorance or sudden passion,- or some
weakness may mitigate the guilt, khey do riot
and cannot nullify it. We may have sinned
wilhout a thought of its breaking the written
laws of Cud, but still it cannot be condoned
without a .sin-offering. And so the law keeps
it ever before 'us that our unconsciousness of
breaking law' does not alter the' fact of it, and
only lessens the guilt of it. 1

Jesus made these distinctions about conduct.'

- Judas wilfully -betrayed Him, and Jesus said,
“1t had been good for thal man if he had' never
been born,” but to. the disciples sleeping on the -
same night, from sorrow and weariness, He said
tenderly, “The spirit indeed is willing but the'
flesh is Aveak." That servant' which knew his
mLord's will, and did not according to His will,
shall be beaten with many stripes; but he that
knew not, and did thingslworthy of stripes shall

lie bea'.en with few stripes.” (Luke 12:42, 48),

VI. The cases just cited from Jesus are'not

mparallel.
'llie latter relates, to the unconscious sin of
breaking known Jaw, or law that might be
known,, to which the Mosaic laws related. But

the former concerning Judas and the .beloved,
three, shows the difference between a deliberate

chosen sin .and an infirmity. Faiil .made the
same distinction; “Them that sin, rebuke be-
fore all.". But “we that are strong ought to bear

the infirmities of the weak." (Rom. 15:1.)
The moral sense of mankind makes a dislinc-

> . v
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lion, not in' degree, but in kind, between a delib-
erate’, theft and inadvertently passing a. friend
gn.thr strevt without speaking,' or forgetting an
enjiagement, or not recognizing a duty. ;*The
unjversal conscience discriminates between a" sin
and a weakness or an crror/WSTEELE. Human
laws- often punish infirmities of mjudgment or
memory, but the government of God
merciful.  Sin has so perverted and weakened
our intellectual' and moral pdwers that we can
never be free from the infirmities of human na-
ture. However much we may seek and realize
of the grace of God, the liability to error will
cling to us in this life.
keenness of' moral intuition, the exact balance of
faculties, thc soundness of .judgment that we all
might have-had if there had never been human
sin.. The infirmities grow out of our depleted
powers and deficiencies, "the scars of sin after
the wound has been healed." Who knows just when
and. what, and how much to cat and drink, and
how to exercise, and bathe, and dress and sleep?

The doctors themselves do riot agree and cannot,

le'l us. And so, through lack of knowledge, de-

fective memory, a fallible judgment, slowness of.

understanding and other deficiencies, we are liable

-CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE LIGHT OF
, TODAY

Bash. Miller

Chapter -4. The Chriitian Credence in an

> *Age of Science

HE basis of the Christian faith is "l be-
lieve." The Latin worcl. credo has through

I thc centurics expressed this idea. This isthe
fundamental word which gave ua the English
thought of Creed, the articles of the Christian be-
lief, Thc Christian says, "I believe"in God—in Jesus
Christ—in. the fall ~f man and his need of re-
demption—in the atonement made by Christ for
the sins of man—in the coming age of rewards
ant| punishment-in the resurrection of the dead,
e'.c. ' The concept upon Which .the structure of
the Church is laid is that of faith, belief, a firm
holding to those.tenets of religion which arc re-

(4)

is more .

We have lost the original”
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to err., We aie as'sure,to do it its to breathe.
If we Were to be judged by, thc infinite law of
perfect rectitude, wc should all be under condcm-.
nation.

liut we are riot under «uch a law now, but
under grace and Christ and the evangelical law
af love. This law is graciously adapted to our
ditnini‘hcd moral capacity, dwarfed and Crippled
by original and actual sin. '‘Love is .the fulfill-
ing of thc law." (Rom; 13:10). - -
' The only: perfection possible on earth now is
a perfection of Jove, of holy motive a\id inten-
tion and corresponding effort. Our service oi per-
fect love may be marred and defective; but God
looks not so much at what wc do, as at what
we, lovingly purposed to do, arid honestly strove
to do. God sees, not as man seeth, lhc pure and
devoted heart. His atonement, if, and so far as
they need it, covcrs thc mistakes, and we become
mblameless, though not faultless. If the purpose .
to sin is sin, as all admit, then the purpose to
please God docs pleaselGodj even though, wc
blunder in executing it. The world' often blames
God’s saints when He does not, but declares that
they are walking before Him “with a perfect
heart;" ' [ ]

)

vcaled as contrary to those which are discovered
by man. Lo .

This is the procedure upon which the Church
has stood since the days of Jesus.

Christian' Credence

At the hciirt of Christianity is faith, which in
its final analysis is credence, though not credulity.
The founder of the. Church staked its existence'
upon' faith: and not knowledge. Religion then
became; "a believable mode of life” which had,
been revealed 'through a long scries of contacts
made-by God with men who lived in close rela-
tionship .'with Hfmself. These revelations came
through experience, the experience of those hold-
ing thc: most dircct communion with the Al-
mighty.

Jesus did .not say, "Know and be saved,” but
His dictum was "Believe and ye shall be saved,”
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The saving element in the Church has. been her
.grip Upon this credence of revelationl When, she
has.sought to go contrary to it, and through
knowledge has buildcd her creeds accordingly,
then she has drifted into the morasses of intel-
lectual doubt and sterile scicntific barrenness.
Witness deism of a century and a hall ago and
the modern scicntific evolutionary.religion.

The Church has made the lodcstonc of her
creed faith in'the records of the Bibte, the ftv
ner'meaning which Christian experience has test-
ed in the furnace of life, Ind around these has
she. buildcd her systems of dogma. When she
stood successfully against her enemies within or
without this has been, her position. Origen laid
the. foundation of his doctrine ot the being of
God In tlie Bible. ' Athanasius.found the basis of
his Christology in revelation and wrote into the
crecd'thc famous fitiogur. It. was around this
that wars raged and. even empires (ought. He
placed the Son upon the same position as the
Father, because he found it*in the Bible. Augus-
tine read the Word of revelation and discover-
ing therein that man fell in the garden, he wrote
the fall into the creed. Luthers doctrine of
justification wa's crystallized around Paul's fam-
ous quotation, “The just sliall live by faith."

' So it has been with every man who has brought
into .the limelight any hidden doctrine of the
creed. Wesley discovered in the Bible the dogma
of Christian perfection and made it the. keystone
of the new evangelical movement of the eigh-
teenth century which was destined to sweep the
centuries. The doctrine of the sovereignty of

God .was founded by Calvin in the Scriptures":

and then made the dogma around Which all of
his theology was to ccriter..

The Church has never gotten away from a
belief of the creed, as based upon revelation, as
a necessary clement in religious experience.
Through some, eighteen or nineteen centuries it
was the logical thing for her thinkers to center
their attention upon a study: of revelation that
mth'ey might bring to the fore its doctrines. Her
keenest thought was in this mining process! Then
these same theologians and- philosophers'wove
mthe shrewdest’metaphysics around these dogmas
which they had found in the Bible, The result
of this combination of biblical truth and religious
metaphysics was the body of doctrine which
makes ‘up Christiah belief at present. Whether
this is called Dogmatics, Systematic Theology,
or A System of- Christian Belief, the processes
by which .these have been derived have been

identical. They are but. Bible truths clarified
by Christian thought This is the Chr~tijn crAd,
which the Church has rightly'hcld should be be-
lieved by every member.

An Ace or Science

Hut the Church has met her difficulties through
the changing tide of the centuries. At times she
lias encountered no problems whatsoever in lead-
ing the world into believing her doctrines and
acccpting her methods. Strange modes of intel-
Icctunlism have shifted her apologetic emphasis,
though at the basis'her creed remained based
upon belief of revelation, Deism said, "Gdd is
gone frorp the world, and there is nothing to
believe," ’Hut the thinkers of the Church showed
deism that God is still active in the affairs of the
*wjorl<l, that revelation of His will and ways tor
man is not unthinkable, and hence wc must be-
lieve.

The age in which we now find ourselves is one
when scicnce holds the field. The scicntific meth-
od is based upon experimentation as the true
route by which knowledge is to be found. Un-
less truth is thus arrived at, the age -of scicnce
declares that it shall not be.accepted. Science
takes the test tube of the laboratory as its funda*

a mental modus operands Unless, facts can be

thus analyzed, there i® but small place for them
in ihe modern scheme. This is the reason that
the former emphasis upon philosophy has passed
away. For the tenets of philosophy could not
be analyzed by a test tube, nor experimented with
by laboratory methods. Even psychology, which
was once a science of introspection, has becomc
one of the laboratory, with experimentation
standing at the door to decide upon what Is true
and what false,

In thisirush of relegating metaphysics and phil-
osophy .to ‘the background, science has looked
in upon theology with disdain, and since it could
not be tested by its methods, Christian belief.also
must go. This process has left us without n'
creed, and the results of twenty ccnturics of the
world’s finest thinkers, have been branded as falsq.
: Science argues that if you want’ to know about
human nature do not go-to Augustine and the .
Bible, but go rather to the psychologist whose
speciality is social studies.. It would.also have
the psychoanalyst and.psychiatrist, whose em-
phasis is upon the abnormal phases of personal-
ity, give their, vcrdict.

This then is an age when the creed of the
Church must become the dictum of scicnce, in
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which icvcUtion holds no place. Faith, belief,
credence, are'ideas lbng forgotten. = ' m

The Puce of Belief in Any Fn:tt)

Can Christian faith, belief or credence stand
the onslaughts of science? This now becomes the
mgreat question, No other baffling problems hlive
yet boWed the head of the thinkers of thc Church,
nor will this one. .The basis upon Which Chris-
tian cralcncc-rests arc more firm when wc look
at it through the* perspective of an age of science.
For at the very foundation of this great move-,.
mcnt of scicnce is fajib,-belief.

The scientist could hot long continue nt his
tasks .with .test 'tubes without belief, faith, He
believes in' the continuity of tlie laws of nature.
He believes thd't the telescope anti microscope
afford him a true vision of nature above and be-
low. He believes that since his. experiment has
worked successfully oncc, it will do 'so again,
Wc believe in vitamins, in electrons, prol/insr-inns,
atoms, in cosmic rays, and it is a belief based
upon Wfjcrimcntation, -which is but experience,
the experience*.pf a scientist in his field.

In' religion .we face' the same problem's as in
scicncc.  Science .says, “Experiment and know.”
Religion says, /'Experience and know.” [I'liil™-
ophy meets its great unsulvable problems, as-also
does science. “Vhen the: unknowable* of philos-
ophy and science arc encountered, both philos-,
opher-and scientist. stand on the same ground,

as the theologian. He must, believe. Millikan
believes in cosmic rays, Einstein .in relativity,
Eddiryjton -in an expanding muniverse, Bright-

man, Fluelling and lieryson in personalism. They
stand all of t!)em on-the same foundation as the
Christian. Back of what they, know, they be-
lieve. n v

. Credence Based Upon Cithistlan Experience

Science and philosophy, have a system of cre-
dence which is based upon scientific and philo-
.sophic experience, ’'The scientist has tested, a
form of perSonaT’expcriencc, and believes in his
results, Thc'philosopher has reasoned, another
made of personal experience, and believes his
tenets to be true.- The Christian believes because
he has experienced. Back of every dogma of
faith remains Christianl ex[>ericnce. Let us see
if this is not the ease.

The Christian stands With bowed head and re-
cites the Creed, “I"believe in God," he intones.
He believes because
has experienced the divine aid which God af-
fords. When weak and tempted, he. believes be-
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cause divine assistance made it possible for him
to overcome. He has lifted his voice to the Al-
mighty in prayer 'and experienced a spiritual
presence and uplift, and .hence he believes in God.
He believes in God because lie has experienced
the presence.of God in his daily life.

Every lend of his creed will, stand the same
test of experience. He believes in Jesus Christ
because he, or lhe long line of Christian bclicv-,
ers, has experienced the fellowship, as well as tile
grace,-of the Lord Jesus Christ. He believCsrin
the'forgiveness of ,sins, because dhe testimony of
the millions through the centuries, under'iilf types
of condition?,'has been that they experienced the
forgiveness of sins when they met the conditions'
laid down' in llie Bible.! The Church believes
only because she has experienced. The age of
science, must Accept V r conclusions (dogmas)
with as much alacrity as it asks, the Church to
believe the results of scientific experimentation...

Here jn theology we discover a.body of belief
which tallies with Christian -experience, and as
we back the process Ib the foundation of .these
dogmas, thc Bible, we. reach the same conclusion.
The Bible is but Christian experience—the- ex-
perience of those that have come inlo contact
with the divine, and through this contact the
Holy Spirit lias spoken. Wc will state this eon-,
elusion more fully after one question has been
answered, which -is, Is Christian experience,
psychological'illusion ?

Ciihjsjiav .Experience jsd P vscjiologjl'AL
I1lusion.

We are met at the outset by ijie statement of
the jjsychologist that he has discovered persons .
who exist under an illusion. Their personalities
arc warped, their thinking is erroneous, be'causc
of the fact their mental faculties arc out of gear
with reality. They are abnormal. Thc psycho!*".

. ogist says, “If | find such persons as these who

are abnormal, then | must classify ail religious

. experiences as abnormal, ami as psychological ilr

..
.

in the hours of trouble he .

ts

fusions.".

To answer this argument wc must first posit
the .“real” existence of the human spirit. As
W.'frd so forcibly states, “However much assailed
or disowned, the concept of'a 'self’ or conscious
subject is to be found, implicitly or explicitly in
all -psychological .writers whatever—not. more in
Berleley, who accepts it as a fact, than in Hume,

who treats it. lis a fiction." The reality of the

ego, or self, of ordinary, consciousness is not

doubted. We, know that we exist as an exper-
n



One has said it thus, I‘'l. know lhat
llowcVcer'we may in-.

iencing sell.
I am 1 and riot another.".

. terpret this experiencing self, either-as a series

of connected states of consciousness, or otherwise,
still noric doubts the reality of the ‘concept of
self,

Tlie self, or personality, of ordinary experience
. we discover to be the same as tl(at of religious
experience. If one holds' to a conscious sell that
comes into tontact with ordinary reality through
persona] experience, he -must likewise believe in
the reality' of religiqus experience. Because the
ordinary and the religious are but continuations
of the same stream of experience. We either deny
the existence of they conscious self, or this con-
clusion is correct.-.

Tlie first conclusion then is, we believe in the .
"real” existence of the hunian spirit, whose or-
dinary experiences arc' “real,” and not the result
of psychological, illusions, If this is' not -held,
human thought and reason are impossibilities.
We are then thrown back into, a state of mental
confusion, wherein philosophy- and science are
impossible.

Again we must posit the reality of the divine
spirit. The highest concept of which the mind
m is possible is personality, and the world is in-,
terpretable only on the score' of personalism.
The background of life, the universe must be
personality. ' Otherwise human personality loses .
its meaning; Human spirit demands a divine
spirit; to interpret.it, anti explain its existence;

Then if the human spirit awl the tit(tine spirits
exist, experiences between the two are possibil-
ities. The difference between religious and ordi-
nary experience is not so much of content as of
interpretation; all that enters into human con-
sciousness is capable of religious interpretation,
mSince the human and the divine spirits exist, then
religious experience likewise exists in reality.
There are three forms of religious experience:
Human experience interpretabie- in-terms of di*.
vine control in life,>sucli as providence; Human
experience which is capable of being interpreted
«in terms of duty which is divinely authoritative;
and finally Human experience which is interpreted
.as personal fellowship with God, covering the en-
tire range from an early conviction for trans-
gressions, .the forgiveness, of-sins,, to Paul’s great
mythical experience when he wrote, "Your life
is hid with Christ in God.I -

Since the human spirit is. real, and its ordi-
nary experiences arc likewise real, and not the

\ ' Y ’ G
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mligious experiences are

wtf

results olf psychological illusions, then these re-
likewise real: For the
same factors are involved ill both types of ex-
periences. 'There ,is the experiencing self,vand’
'thrit which is experienced. ' In the ordinary case
the self experiences tangible realities; in the re-
ligious case the self experiences religious or spir-
itual realities. Communion with, God is then
possible,, and the conclusions of these divine ex-
periences are as real and valid as those of the
philosopher or the scientist,

.The scientist.experiments with protons, ions,
electrons, .etc., and states. liis conclusions! The ',
religious person experiences God anti divine fel-
lowship, and out pf this storehouse of experience
he - reaches conclusions, -which becume the data
of-, his creed. He believes because lie has ex-
perienced. It is to- be noted that (his experience,
front which the credo of the Christian is buildcd,
is not necessarily his own' personal religious ex-
perience. . It .rattier becomes th™ great' field dt.
Christian life, biography, -literature. And'in this
is included the Bible. Kor it is but religious ex-
perience raised to tlie highest degree. -

Hence the Christian Greed is the inter))relation,
of religious experience, and is as valid as the'
.dictum or creed of science. . .-

The Bible as ‘Christian Exfekienck

'The age of science again confronts us with an-
other difficulty; It-says that thp Bible is not
authoritative, hot divine, not inspired, and hence
as the source of dogma it must be ruled out.
We have stated that Christian- experience is (lip
source of Christian belief, ~and: we define Chris-
lion experience as the entire field of Christian
life, both present-and past, and in this is in-
cluded the Bible-. None can. doubt that in the
-Uibte is found the highest *type of religious ex-
perience. Read the literature of Christian biog-
raphy and how-puny it seems beside the Bible.'
Read Augustine's '‘Confessions,” 'and compare
them" with those of David, Paul-and John.- One
motes (hat the religious revelations’ of the Bible
are the most supreme of.them all. And in tbo
Bible we find tIx: rviifessioiis of those who have
experienced Communion with the flivine.

nOtir first conclusion then .is that the Bible is
th&Jiighest type of Christian experience, and as
such is authoritative as the basis for Christian
belief. “l believe in .God in Jesus .in
the forgiveness of, sins,” wrote the Church fath-
ers in tlicir Creed, be,cause jn reading the Bible,
the highest type of Christian experience, they
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discovered that men had comc into, contact with
God, experienced communion and fellowship with
Jesus, and Knew.the reality of the forgiveness of
sins.

Paul said, “Wif walk by faith ntid not by
sight,” because he had experienced a walk of
faith and knew 'its. reality, and hencc lie wrote
it. « And. it-becomes an authoritative statement
of religious belief, .'because’ one. of the world's

.most religious men had experienced it. ' You can
test every statement of the Creed in the light of m

religious experience as found in the Bible,

.However a second element enters Into the stak-
ing of - the Bible. It is religious - experience
wrought through those who were distinctively
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Iscw Testa-
ment gives its statement of inspiration when it
says that “holy men wrote when or as they were
borne along by (he Holy Spirit."
us back again upon the. reality of the divine. Wc
know God exists because man exists and lie: is
demanded, lo give explanation to .man. and the
universe. \Ve knoiv man. is a .spirit-, for spirit is-
the highest concept by which we can derme hu-
man, personality. Wc-know .God is personal and
hence is a spirit. One can express this idea thus:
pod is Spirit, and God expresses Himself by the
Spirit.  These, arc metaphysical concepts basic
to the Trinity which we do not have time to

‘argue here.

The expressions of God, and in terms of the ,
Christian credence, the revelation!; of ;Qod all
come through- the Spirit, or. spirit. These ex- :
pressions through the Spirit wfc' find in the natur- '
al realm, In history, arid supremely in "uman :
experience. This Spirit, which God is,.and
which expresses God does so to human spirits.
It was George Fox.who discovered or stated the
possibility of every man’s receiving this revela-
tion or expression from God through the Spirit.
Then air human experience, or spiritual exper-
ience better s;iid, which comes through commun-
ion with God, or in terms of our argument,
through' the expression of the Spirit to human
spirit is a revelation of God, and as such is dI- .
vincly authoritative.

The Authority'of. the 'Bible- L

m The Bible finds its authority then in this fact
that it is the expression or revelation of,God in
hijman experience through the Holy Spirit. This
applies the concept of Theology to that.of philos-
ophy. Philosophy mpeaks of this sourcc of ex-
pression of God ai spirit, but theology refers to

This, throtvs .
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it in terms of trinitarian doctrine as the Holy
Spirit. .

The ‘authority of the. Bible then is not only
that of all religious experience, but also that of
the one Book which brings us into the religion,
the expression or the revelation of the Spirit..
The Bible- alone brings us into the highest field
of religious experience. No other book so re-
peals the workings of the.Holy Spirit in express-
ing God in human experience as does the Bible.
There may lie revelations of. divine truth in- hu-
man lives, those of the great saints of' the
Church, but they do not reach the. heights of
(he experience of the writers of the Bible as they
are borne along.by the Iloiy Spirit.

Our argument then runs thus:

[ ] God expresses

'-Himself through the Holy Spirit to human spir-

its in religious experience. The Bible is the-ex-
pression or portrayal of this religious experience,
the revelhliori of. God.through the Holy Spirit
to human spirits, in the highest degree.. This is
particularly'.true .of Christ.i He lived' in God
through Ihi'iSpirit, as well as He was God.

We speak of the canon of the Bible. This
canon came about not by the judgments of the
Church, rulers or theologians, but by the appeal
which was made- to the. heart and consctencc-of
the believers, in the early Church by the writings
of the New Testament. Have we then a fear
that the authority of the Bible will'bc superseded
by a-higher type of divine revelation through hu- .
man experience than is found in the Bible? Not
in the least. These men who penned'the Bible
out of the stgrchousc of their spiritual exper-
ience as revealed by the Spirit gave, the highest
expressions of God and religious truth to be
found. Further religious experience .found out-
side of the. Bible may throw light upon the ex-
pressions of. the'Holy Spirit as found in the rev-
elations .of the Bible, but-it will never surpass it;

.The Bible then lias supreme authority because
it is Uic supreme revelation of God, or to use our
torn*.expression, of God, through the-Holy Spirit
mto human spirits. -

Thk Bible as Cubistus Experience the

Wc now dome back to our beginning. The
Christian says, "I believe." And this belief finds
its basis-in the Bible. If-that which the Chris-?
tian believes concerning things religious is not to
be discovered in the Bible or is contrary to the
Bible, then it must be marked as erroneous. For
the Bible is the highest expression of religious er-

Foundation of'Christian Beuet
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perience, and religious Experience is the founda-
tion of Christian eredencc.' Hence- the Bible is
the source of Christian dogma.

(Rightly thep have mhe thinkers of the Church
gone to the Bible for their credal statements.
Here is the storehouse of relipiou5.experience,
the source of their theology. Rightly also have
.they, tested this belief.in the light of Christian
biography, and stated it in.terms of.|)ersonal ex-
perience. For religious experiencelas found out-
sidelof the Bible enlarges, clarifies, or corroborates
the revelation of the Spirit, as discovered in. the
liiblc. n
Then Christian' credence,

,nmm.
as a belief of the
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dogmas of thc Bible, finds a place in an age of
science. As atv expression of belief iu the high-
est values of relipiotis experience, revested by the
Spirit to spirit, thc Christian can stand in an
ace of science and with bowed head recite the
Creed of the Chyrch, For he is affirming his bfc-
lief in the crystallized expression of .the highest
religions mexperience of the centuries. Dogma,
theology, doclrinc, arc but statements of Chrisr
lian belief in a. systematic, form.

The dogmas of the Church must remain as the
,statements of Christiar cxpericrice, and when they
niiumt he' tested by religious ,experience they
become invalid, ' !

\ 1

EXPOSITIONAL

MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH
.Olive M. Winchestfji
The Servant of tili;:Lijri> 'm

MONG"alt of the passages in the. proph-

ecies of Isaiah, none have moved and

stirred the heart more than those which
depict to'us the Servant of the Lord. 1While the
prophet’s teaching regarding God,transcends in
thought other lines of dgctrin®, yet the ~cach-
ing regarding the Servant surpasses the teaching
regarding God. There is a correlation between
the two lines of thought,1'An exalted conception
regarding God leads to a high conception of the
people, of God, and their mission to mankind;
Then.from the thought of the,people of. God the
thought moves on reaching out in its vision to
thc person of the ideal Servant and the Suffer-
ing Messiah. '
The Relation ortiiE Servant Unto Jehovah
'When the Servant passages begin to appear wc
find that they vary in their reference, at one
time they, depict the.servant in all of his blind-
ness and darkness, at another time they give'us
the glory of a transcendent personality. This
dual reference has in it* scope qf thc thought
Israel-with all mher follies and 'sin and that
passes on in its far-reaching outlook to Israel's
.Redeemer. '

In tracing any line of thought the mind natur-

ally goes back to the origin and thus wc would

seek how this servant came into being, Under
various figures the prophet presents this thought.
Wc hear the word of affection: .

“Hut. thou, Israel,
have chosen,

The seed of Abraham my friend; thou whom |
have taken hold of from the ertds of the

. earth,

And callcd thce from the corners.thereof, and said
unto thee,

Thou art my servant, 1 have chosen thee and not
cast thee, away" (40:8-10).

And again: .

“Behold my servant, whom. | uphold;' my chosen,
In whom my soul delighteth” <4Z:l).

Haw had Israel become the servant of the Lord?

Israel had been chosen for this high and holy
calling. * [ ]
But thc .thought, carries back .farther, and wc

my servant, Jacob whom |

' find that the servant has not only been chosen,

but he was created and formed by thc divine hand.
Accordingly.he is addressed: ' m
“But thus saith the Lord that crcatcd thee, O

Jacob, .

And he that formed, tiiee, 0 Israel” (43:1).

And a g a i n .

“Remember these things, O Jacob; and Israel,
for thou art my servant:

I have formed thcc; thou art my servant”
(+14:21). - ]

Then* over and above the fabtlthat the servant"
of the Lord had been created, formed and choscn
by the Lord; ho had likewise been redeemed.

. "Thus saith the Lord, the King of Israel,
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And his redeemer Hie Lord of hosts” (44:6).
"Thus saith the >Lord, thy redeemer” (44:24).
When we father the truth from all of these pas-

sages, wc find that the relation of the servant
unto Jehovah is very close; the-servant had been
called into being by the divine hand; he had been
chosen for a divine purpose and had been
deemerf-by divine interposition. A sacred relation
thus subsisted and one that stood as unique and
peculiar.” ! u

The Mission of the .Servant

Springing up from the fact of this peculiar re-
lationship of the servant of Jehovah would nat-
urally be the question of the purpose that lay
behind it all. Was the' servants chosen simply for
his benefit? was there n<i further .p'urposc? For
what had love been thus-expended upon the chos-
en of God? m

The servant is set forth to be a witness, of the
mighty workings of the Lord (4J:*)> They were
witnesses that therp was no God beside the Lord
(44:8), Moreover also .the servant was to .set
forth the glory of Jehovah <4Q.V), yea-further-
more tlje servant was to be a “light to the Gen-
tiles” and-"salvation unto the ends of. the earth"
(49:6), And the word of. promise continues:

I'Ami | will preserve thee, and give thee for .a
covenant of the people,

To raise up the land, to make them
desolate heritages” (49:9).

inherit the

Thus it is that the servant had a high and holy ,

calling; he was to bear testimony of the power
and might of.Jehovah, the Godwho , 6 had cre-
ated him and he was lo. be the source of salva-
tion unto the Gentiles. He had not been choscn
for himself alone; he had been chosen to serve;
he had been choscn to be a means of salvation
unto ’others. “Israel's political origin had no
other reason,” says Smit{s, "than a call to God’s
scrvicc. Other peoples grew, as it were, from the
'soil,'they were the product of a fatherland, a
climate, certain physical environments: root them

out of these, and, as nations, tlfcy ceased to be.-

Hut Israel had not been so nursed'into nationality
on the lap of nature.
Jacob had sprung into unity- and independence
as a nation at the special call of God, and to
serve His will in the world—His will that so lay
athwart lhe natural tendencies of the peoples.
All down their history it is wonderful to sep how
it was the conscience, of tliis service; which in
periods of progress was the real national, genius
in Israel, and in times of decay or of political
. dissolution upheld the assurance of the nation's
survival.” '

'send forth a light unto the. Gentiles.

The captivc children of,

The l'fkson of the. Servant
We havij already referred to the fact that the
servant had a dual reference; we would note a
tittle more fully the person of this cho-ujn one to
The word

servant is generally applied unto an individual,

re- ( but in this case there Is an enlarging scope. The

servant is the nation as a whole from-vihe as-
pect and a limited portion of the nation in an-
other.1 So Davidson comments, “Now, it is evi-
dent «from innumerable passages of-this prophet,
that Israel is called by him the servant of the
Lord that is, Israel under certain "conceptions,
namely, as elect of Jehovah, as created and
formed by Him, as endowed with His Spirit, or
as having His prophetic .word or revelation in
its mouth, and as serving the Lord’s universal
purpose of salvation with (he world; it is Israel
under these conceptions that, is the Lord's serv-
ant. It is realjy these divine characteristics of
Israel, as. they may be called, particularly the
word of Jehovah being, in it. When wc. compare
chapters 42 and 49, there are two points to which
allusion needs to be made. First, in both there
is brought to light a distinction drawn by Ihe
prophet between the servant and Israel. The
servant is not all Israel. On this point.two state-
ments mwvill suffice. First; the function of this
servant is to restore the tribes of Israel; to be
a covenant of the people, that is, to be the.
meiflumof bringing the people again into covenant
With God, or rather, as the covenant had' never
been broken, as is so often in these, chapters af-
firmed, the medium through which the whole;
people should realize tf(c blessings of the cove-
nant. That element in lIsrael, or those elements
in Israel which realize the ideal of Israel, are
still a unity, an ideal to the prophet, which he
called the servant. One of the main peculiarities
of this ideal unity is -the endowment of it with,
the-prophetic gift, with the Spirit of God as the
Spirit of revelation. Thgs it bccomcs the light
of'the Gentiles. But the prophet holds fast to
the ideal-unity, Israel.”

. While the servant-on the one hand is not an
individual, but reference is made io. Israel as a

.whole or a portion of Israel which comes, to,a

realization of the: ideal set for the nation, yet onl
the ether hand the thought-develops into a con-
ception of an-ldeal Servant and here it becomes
centered upon a single personality,’

The Suffering Servant
The vision of the,prophet readies its most sub-
lime heights when it attains to the conception of
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the Suflciing Servant. ¢ .'litre we have truth .

.brought i< light (hat does nut appear elsewhere
in prophetic literature. There are some ‘passages
in the Psalms, which suggest the thoughts present-
ed, but nbwhere else in ihe Old Testament does
the vision rise to such clearnessland fulness of
outline as in the-passages of Isaiah.

The first passage’ which .distinctly ljjririKS before
iis the person o( the Servant of Jehovah is found
in "chapter 42;t-4, Speaking of.the special call
whereby the servant is chosen and anointed with'

>the divine spirit, he continues in-'describing His
work, speaking especially of the manner of the
work,, Unobtrusively and tenderly will He carry'
:His work to completion.'

"He shall not cry, nor lift up,

Nor cause his'voice lo he. heard in the street.
A.bruised reed shall he not break,
. Awl the smukinn flax shall he not quench., :
He-shlil! bring forth judgment unto truth,

lie shall not fail nor .be discouraged,

Till he have set judgment in the enroll:

And the isle* shall wait for his law" (42:2-4).

The passage which .is generally cited as the'
wc.onfl -among those which depict the Suffering
sBervant is chapter 49;Ir<>. mThere has been snmc
variation of opinion regarding this passage; some
would refer it to the nation ,and others to the
mMessiah; Tlierc would seem to be a fusion of
thortght and it may be that both are before the'-
mind of the prophet: The most’distinct reference
to the Messiah is found in verse 2;

“And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword:
In the shadow, of his hand hath he hut me,

Anti made me a polished shaft:
In his quiver hath-c hid me.-’ ;

Ascending in more distinct reference to siiffer-

ming we come to the account given in "chapter-
50:4-11 where we have described the perfecting
mof the Lord's servant through suffering. =

“l gave my back to the smitcrs,

And my cheeks to them that.plucked off the hair:
i hid not my. face from shame and spitting.

For the Lord God wilt help 'me; ''m
Therefore shall |1 not be confounded: [ ]
Therefore have | set jriy.facc like a flint.

And’l know that 1 shall not be'ashamed." _

Hut llic climactic passage of all is found in.
the fifty-third of Isaiah which has.a preface the
ver-eA of the preceding chapter beginning, with'
13. Here we behold the suffering Redeemer,
wounded for our transgressions and our sins.
“All we like sheep have gone astray;

We have turned every -one to his own way.;

And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all.

Lity.
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He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

Yet he openclh not his mouth.

He was taken from prison and from judgment;
And why shall dcclarc his generation?

i\Vith tender meditation have the minds of men
lingered over thesewords, and have seen in them
the hope of their salvation. Here we have.the
approach td New .Testament thought, here, wc
have the heart of our.Christian faith and the
ground of confidence in our eternal reward!

Thus we find many profound thoughts-in the
Servant passages, the most profound in Christian
.truth and revelation leading tis into the heart
of redemption; through a suffering Savior. Here
revelation in (he Old Testament, economy reaches
its highest peak in unfolding doctrine and truth.
Here jails the shadow of the. cross.

SI’IHUUAL ThUTIIS

As we review in,our minds these Servant pas-'

sages, we find'there are profound spiritual truths
contained." In (he first place‘there is a divine
plan for men and nations. God has created all
and chosen them for some essential' purpose in
life. Many have missed the plan,of God and
many have marred it, yet the plan remains the
same; the ideal stands over against the'real.
Then there is:the call to servicc for every one
who has claimed allegiance unto the Lord their
Maker, We arc not called simply to rejoice in
the fact of our own salvation, but wc are-’called
to serve others. ~Finally lherc is the truth o( a
vicarious atonement whereby Jesus Christ bears
our sins in His own body and He presents for us
a guilt-offering. Should we wish to preach mes-
sages along any of.these lines, we may find tests
filled with suggestions-in .these Servant passages.

This deliverance of the soul from all useless
and selfish and unquiet cares, brings to it an un-
msjieakable peace and- freedom; this is true simplic-
This state of entire resignation and perpet-
iial' acquiesence- produces true, liberty; and this
liberty brings perfect simplicity.—FenELon.

That He might present it to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that .it should be holy and without
blemish.—Eph. 5:27.

If we stand in the opening? of the present mo-
ment, with all'the length andlbreadth of our
faculties unselfishly adjusted to what it reveais,
mne .are in the hest condition to receive what God
fc always, ready, to communicatc.—T. C. TJriiAM.
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HOMILETICAL

DECEMBER . c. Reveals the sources of all things im-.
L, T. CoRLETT e porlant to man.

This is a month of activity, to the pastor who 2, Foundation of all faith (Rom.. 10:17).;
really wishes to have his church serve the coni: 1 a. For any problem there is a passage to
muiiity. Thc first Sunday uf the month ha® been “inspire faith.to bring victory.’
"designated by the UiGle Societies of the World' . h. Faith for comfort anil consolation,
as Bible Sunday. This affords (he pastor a good i. The Fountain of Hope., \
opportunity to impress upon his people the value a. The Bible encourages man lo believe
of the Bible, to the individual, to the church anil ihat God is working well for him.
mtolthe world. In this day of indifference toward b. The light of a better day,
the. liiblc among people who profess to believe 1 .4. Source of Moral Standards..
it from cover to cover,-the preacher should not a. To the state.
let this golden opportunity,” of emphazing the (1) Our system of government de-
value of Bible reading, go by. Then there are al- _rival from Mosaic law.
ways a variety of activities that center about the (2) .\ great need to'return'to the spirit
church at Christmas time. The world has com- "m . of the Bible today. '
mercialized the day until many people fail to b. To the home, ' '
think of the spiritual significance of the. day. As (1) Through its pages wc find the'
a holiness church, the pastors should cndcavor- msource and pjirposc of the home.
lo call the people back to spiritual values around ' (2) ‘'riirough reading the Book, the-
this great holiday. Then thc last day of, the year home is preserved arid: through its
comes on Sunday and this provides an opening . neglect the home is wrecked.
for the wise pastor ti> work something of the ()m Sets up proper relationships in the
standards of God and tire. Bible into the thinking home. [ ]
of the people for the new year. Ajso_the Sunday c. To the individual.
night service can be used to be the starting of (1) Only Hook that exalts the rights
the watch night scrvicc and the people can spend . and privileges of the individual.
the closing moments of thc old year and the (2) Makes each person an important
opening moments of the new year in prayer. ' ) personage, to direct his own life

here and to settle eternal destiny,
December 3-— Morning Sermon : (1V Gives picture of the individual in
m  The Indispensable Book (Psalrri 19) .obedience to- God and other in

disobedience.
(4) Gives man knowledge of the only
1 An unusual Book. o power to make him a victor,
a. Written by different persons, in differt 5. The Bible is thc Life of thc Church,
ent lands, at different ages, with no .
communication, yet produced a har- a. The reason of her existence.
munious Book. m). The source of her authority.
2 A Book for all people. c.,The life of her services.
d. The guide of her activity. ,
. €. The burden of her message.

I. Introduction

H, , The Indispensable Book

1. The Book of Revelation.

a. Other books may seem to be sources I11. Tifk Biulr and Tins. Present Act

of revelation but in reality they de- 1. The need of thc hour. '
rive fheir revelation directly or indi- .2. The only. Book that is a safe, Guide out
rectly from thc Bible.. , of this complexity.

.b. Shows God as. an active dominating 3. Make. it your constant companion and
factor of history. . friend...

t(12) " > , -
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December 3 — Night Sermon

,Can a'Person Know He is a Child 0r God?
(Rom,: 8:14-16)

ml. Introduction
1 Salvation is the contact of, two person-'
alitics.
a. The coming-together of Goil ami man
in divine union.
b. Christ makes His life to become man’s
e . power ant! life.
1. So many people are ignorant of the mat-
ter of personal salvutidn.
'a. Some.willingly so! ]
b,, Others have mil heard it 'preached or
-talked about.
IILINDIRECT WITNESSES OR MANIFESTATIONS OF
the Saved Life
;1. New. ambitions, new- desires, power .to
keep .His commandments (2 Cor, 5:17;
1 John 2:3, 29). '
2. Absence of sin from the life, both'deed
and desire. (1 John 3:9),
3. A fervent love for Go<l (1 Jolm 2:15;
3:16, 17).,
4. Loving, the. brethren (1 John 3:14),
"5, Inward confidence (1 John 3:21; Rom-
ans 8:1), . -
6. Confession of Christ (1 John 4:15).
lit. Direct Testimony from God
1 His Spirit fccareth witness with our spirit
- (Rom. 8:16). [ ]
. 2. His Spirit dwells within (1 John 3:24).
IV. Kvfry Person Should Know Definitely

That he is Saveo?

‘December 10 — Morning; Sermon 1
-mPlace of Security (1 'Peter 3:13)

I, Introduction
I.'Tcxt in form of question
affirmative answer.
1. A Christian is in tile best place of se-
curity. » ’

implying, an

Christﬁian Is in:a Pi.aceiofivSecurity
1. His enemies arc God’s enemies.
a. They can do nothing without His per-
. mission, .
b. They'are .under His frown and.the
object of His curse.
. €. He fights their enemies' for them,
2. The follower of the good is the object of
.ninny powerful promises*
m a. In regard to existence (Psa. 37:1-3).
b, For a place of safeiy (Psa. 91:2, 4),
c. A foundation, their expectation, their
glory (Psa. 62:5*8).
3. God is their protection and fights their
mbattles for them (Deut.

IH. The Followers of That Which
Have Peace with Gon,
AND WITH Men , .
IV. The Followers of that Which. Is Gooa
Are:Always Looking for the Good
1 This assures them of good company.
2. This continually enriches their supply of
'‘goodness,. 't
The Followers ok Good Are
Faith in God
1 Convinced God will work all things for
= their good (Rom. 8:28). >
2, They look at suffering and adversity like
Paul (2 Cor. 4:17, 18J.

Is Goo;t
with Themselves

Kept by

13. Their steps arc ordered by the mLord
(Psa. 37:23). =

4, Their faith gives'them constant victory
(1 John 5:4).

December 10 Night Sermon

Does the Lord Require. TOO Much of Man?
V! (Micah 6:8) !
I. Introduction / s
I. The Lord is more merciful in His de-
mands than the'heathen deities.
'2. All'thc requirements of God are helpful
to the person who obeys them/
Il. /W hat Does God Require of Man?
1 “To do justly.” -
a.. Righteous in life.
b. Honest in dealing with his fellowman.
c. Fair in His treatment of Go<I
2. "To love mercy.”
a. To havfe God's viewpoint of individ-
i uals, kind, compassionate, loving and
vtender.
b. A desire to be more .merciful.
c. A longing to help the downtrodden.
3.;“To'walk humbly with thy God,"
a. Obedience to His precepts.:
. i> Following His'leadership,
c. Wait for His smile and favor.
IS Man Able t0 Reach this Standard?
1. Not in Himself.
2. God has provided the plan of salvation
* to open the way and'provide the means.
a. Gives a new heart (Eiek. 36:25-28),
b. Gave His Son to redeem man!
c. Will make all (jracc abound toward
m him to;help him (2 Cor, 9:8),
IV. Man IS Left ®WWithout Excuse
Meeting God’s ,ReqtiiremFnts

for not.

December 17—Morning Sermon
Enoch {(Gen. S:22)
Introduction
U Little is said of Enoch in the Bible.
2. Lived 6S years and then it is said of him
that he walked with God for. 300 years.

(13)
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VI.

'.1 Man
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Enoci.h Mare Himself a ,Fjt Person fur

GiiD rr; Walk With p

1 Got! is particular concerning His com-
panions. .

2. Only the pure in licart can see Hipi, so
it will take nothing less than that lo en-
joy a walk with God. , '

1 A person’s relationship lo the Hon Spirit
regulates the walk.' .,
Enoch Was Wiliinc; to Go-the Wav Go>

Went \%

1 Too many go with God a shorl distance
ami then separate. m

2. Man must agree with God: to walk .with
Him.

roust- keep his mind and purpose,
on the same things as God to keep--going

mthe same, way. !

He W alked

1 Went a.step at a lime.

2: Did plain duties and
tiently and well.

1, He was not spasmodic-in his w;|lk,

4: He did whal- all Christians can do—
walked.

little things pa-

MAGAZINE

(.1) Many people have been at a loss
loiknuw whytheir children have
r "turned against God and the
Church. Maybe, ihe answer can

be found here,

(4) Too many times, material goods
narrow the visiun.

Saw 'opportunities for pleasure.

(I1.'lhe rilies of the plains' were

. worldly and pleasure loving.
It is.'dangerous for- the Christian
to find enjoyment 'in the same
ihings as the worldly crowd. =m
He was shortsighted. ' v
a. A person must look several Ways be-
fore making a decision.
(1) behind him lo see if such lhings
have helped or'hindered him in
. the'past.
(2VAround him to see if such things
. will' hring- him 'the right kind of.
associates, m
(l) Ahead uf him to the destination
m' he will arrive at if he follows this
plan of procL’durc. Also the J}il-

@)

Gou Was Pleased with Him (Heb. 6:.?). 1 mfalls and snares” that accompany
1 Continued His 'walk wilh Enoch. such a course.
2; Finally took him home with Him; (4) Inside to see\what effect it will
Enoch Hecame Like God .mhave on his character. ’ ,
1 qu_becomes like those wilh whom he |||, Al These Tiiincs Neeii to He Taken Into
associates. u CONSUIFHATION  WjIEN  ItI'CIIMNG . lllit  Go:i
2. If a persoti'walks with God'the evidence ami &'Christian’ -Lire-
will he seen in the life.
. December 24 — Morning Sermon'
December 17/—Night Sermon .
) . G 13:10. 11 Christmas Sermon—The Gi'iiilm; Stah
Lot’s Choicem(Gen. 10, ) (Matt, 2:10)
Ineroduction INTROIIL’CTION A
1. A picture of deep interest. v )

a. Two men looking.
b. Looking at-the same things only .-see-
ing differently.
2. Setting of text.
Lot’s Choice
1. Forgot true courtesy.and self-respect.
a. Forgot that all he had he owed to
Abraham.
b. Should have let the older choose first.
c. Self .became uppermost, \ .
Z What did he see when he looked1Over'the
plains country?
a, The path of least-resistance.
(1) Plenty of pasturage.
% 2)'Plenty'of .-water,
(3) 'An easy tirpo. for himself and his
” herdsmen.
b. He saw a good market,
(1) Near the cities of the plains,
‘(2) He is.not the only one who has
forgotten about'many things in
the grasp for material goods,

(14)

1, The need of the wise men was for'a light
lo guide them.
a. They hail partial information.'
b. They had religious feelings.
c. They had definite desires.
d. They, were looking for a light.

2.The star Was God’ answer to their de-m

skire.

'The Guiding Star
1, The answer to the expectation of the
wise.- men.;

a.. They had liech looking for something
to indicate the time: of the King’s ar-

o rival. =

b. They had been expecting some divine
power to guide them to the King,

c. They recognized it when it came.

d. The birth of Christ is God's answer
to tile inward Ionglng of the, human
race.

(1) Christ is the light that shines in
a dark world.
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(2j. Christ is'the (inly safe'Guide.

2. Thc birth of Christ was thc guiding star
. of hope through iill thft OUL Testament,'
. n. Prophet and sage, kin> and potentate,

slave and ‘freeman looked forward to
:llim that' should coijie,
John the*pBaptist express'd thill
longing, "Art thou hr that should
come,'or look we for anotlltr;??>
b. Prophetic message* are interwoven
with thc account of the coming Mes-
siah,
The Star is the' guiding light that leads
the, way to overcoming, racial prejudices,
international hatred, and upehcil the way
for peace among men,
a. The star appeared lunto
were, haled bv the Jews, =
b. The light came to those excluded by
tlie Liw.
i\. The Bright and Morning Star is the

those who.

need’ of tin- races and nations today. '

worship and ilie proper. One to worship,
a. The wise men,were influenced, doubt-
less, by the idols of their own nations.
Now they found the tenter of wor-
ship. . NI
. Jesus enlarges on this,when talking
to the woman at the we.il of Sycliar.
The star'is tlie light that leads men to
to the One in whom all worship cen-
ters.
S, The sjar was the' gmdmg light to spirit-
euni realities.
a. Led to a personal Christ,
b. Led to a personal knowledge of Gorl.
c. Led to certain .definite personal spir-
‘itual joys.
d. Led to an appreciation
values.
uU) Worshlped
C (2) Gave gifts. - :

Christmas,

QT

of spiritual

Ie

with lts Christ-center,

Should' Lead the People to a Deeper and

Keener'A'iTRECiATiox of Spiritual Values,

1. Men should "know .'wham and what to
worship. .

2. Persons, should make their God a vital
reality in'their lives; not a passive deity
but an active partner:God,

L Christianity .needs a reawakening .in'this
mresent, age, net'ds a. Guiding Star, .to
point, to a living, dynamic Christ.

December 24 m~ Night Sermon
Bi.eSsings and Benefits (Isaiah'5.2:12)
Imromictjon «

m]. Purpose of the Messiah coming into this
world -was not in vain.

f

The star guided to the proper place of.

.2. The recipients of the spoil,
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.

He paid the penally for'sin, provided
redemption and ’salvation. e
b. Also provided many blessihgs
benefits from salvation. .
2. He received a portion with the great,
a. The mightiest of all conquerors.
1), 'l he greatest of all victors;;
"Hi; W ill Diviie .tiie Spoil with"
Sthon'C." r s
1, To the victor belongeth thc s))oail.
a*Jesus -won much to' bring back from
. the grave:
b. lip had the spoils of victory. ,

. a

and

the

a. The strong. "Those jtrnhg in the Lord
and’the poweV-of his might:”
li. His children.

What Will He Hivtnf:?
I. Comfort. '
a. To Mary and thewomen at the tomb
Dispelling Doubt.
b. To Thomas who doubled.
A Restoration.
a. To Peter. .om !
. Revealer of the Word and of His charac-
er.
a, To the two on the way to Emmaus.
b. To the disciples in the upper room
5. Equipping for service.'
1. Tarrying in the itfiper room brought
the promise of Christ in the person-
, ality of the Holy Spirit.-'
.2. Then they were ready for the work
of Christ! m
3. Hope.
.a. To Peter He was the living Hope,
b. To Paul His second coming was the
BJcsscd Hope. ]

He- Will Divide the Same Things and

More With His Children Tg&av.

1 Every Christian should . strive
strong,

2, Jesus longs to pour out of His blessings
“and grace on His people.

to be

December 31— Morning Sermon
Possibilities (2 Kings 6:16, 17)
Introduction ,

1. Man of God a perplexmg terror to the
enemy.

'2. Large army came after one man..

Contrast of tiie Prophet ans His-Serv-

ant in Trial -

m |.- The fright of the servant.

«a. A frightened person is a defeated per-
son, Must lose fear to be Victorious.

b. Behold his consternation—"Alas, mas-
ter, what shall we do?"
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c. He failed to consider his assets, he was IT. There IS No Difference, AIl Men Are
~overwhelmed with his liabilities. Born W ith a Sinful Nature L]
2. Calmness of the Master, 1, Men horn.in different places under differ-
a. Quiets the servant: ent circumstances but-all have the taint
(1) By word. of sin in their nature.
' (2). By praying for his vision to be % 2. llililes description. (Psa. 51:5;'-Jeremiah
enlarged. ! 17:0).
(.?) Not thedespair of sense of the L Ulustrations.'
mervant by the confession of faith a. Hazael and Elisha (2, Kings 8:11-13).
of the Master. ,  1» Nero, emperor of Rome, was such-a
1). Tlie Master did not condemn hut en- m  timid lad that he would not so much
deavored .to impart his calmness and as kill an insect; -tjiit' -later he Kkilled
and vision to this servant, Ids mother and fiddled while Rome
c. Opening the,servant's eyes silenced his ' ' burned.
fears, m .
ML There |Is No Differenc)-:— All Have
IIl. A1t Church Members are Like the *Sinned a$ ax Act
Prophet or Like His Servant 1. This is the result- of the nature of sin:
1 T)ic prophet meant more to Israel than 2. Only one sin hecessarv for a break with
. an army. - om Go<l- ' v o
a. His vision and power greater than the a. Bible nowhere asserts there k a differ-
anmy of the enemy. ence in the degree of sin nccessary to
- b. One fully sanctified soul at work for . break with God.
the church is worth more than an b. It is not a question of the degree of
army without the blessing. ' sin but the fact of sin and the direc-
2. The Church is standing in the midst of tion one is going. :

a perplexed and distressed .world looking
«for sonic help and some liglit,
a. The world is looking to the Church
. for leadership.
b. The worldly people are fighting the
m ' prinfciples of the 'Church.
3. The. Church with a clear vision of God m
can bring order out; of. the chaos the
, world is in.
4. The Church is waiting for the individual
menibcrs to' have,a.faith and. vision like
the prgphet. '

IV. -No Difference—Al1l Have Come Short
(if Tire Glory of Gon

1. The absence of positive righteousness.
2. No matter what difference there may be
in degree of sin between two. people, the
abscncc of. righteousness mplaces both in.
the same classv
3. Hlustration: m m
m a. Rich young ruler—’'One thing thoii
lackest.”
. b; Lawyer—"Ciose but not.in."-' [ ]
c. The rich fpol came short—"Thpu
fool, this night is thy soul required

December- 31— Night Sermon of thee."
As God Sees Us (Romans 3:22; 23) V. No Difference in tjje Fact of God’s Loye
I; Introduction Toward Men . .
1. Distinctions are common here.’ \’I, NO Du-ferbnce Toward Mfv in the Pur.--

a. .Persons ate’distinguished according to ; pose and Power of the Cross L]
vocation,- wealth, crime, and many  vJL No Difference in the Wav and’Price Peh-
other standards. ) B sons Must Meet to Receive Christ (Rom.

b. God -looks on humanity and Says -10:12, 13).

"there is no difference.”
2. The things in which men afe alike are

., far more important than those in Which Jehovah is my istrength and my shield;

My heart hath trusted in Him, and | am helped:

they differ. X o i )
a. The diversities are superficial, the . Therefqre my heartg_reatly r_e]om_eth; .
identities arc as deep as. life. 4 And with my song will | praise Him.—Psa. 28:7.
b- Salvation and God have to do with
the deep-seated principles and’ not . "Gracious- Father, causc me to be critical-of
with superficial differences. my life, that I may not.be deceived in myself.
C. The gospel deals with all men on the Help me to-look into my soul and see what thou
same level. dost find there;‘and with humility may | ac-

m' d. tlo<i classifies men as sinners or His knowledge what I am to thee, and seek thy wis-
children. '« . dom and'love. Amen."
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SPECIAL SERMONS FOR SPECIAL
OCCASIONS
Mn.p.K
n Christmas Scrmorn s
*-. ', ., We Have Comf, to Wolﬁsiiip
Tf.xt: 1|7 have seen, his star, and have come
mio worship (Matt. 2:2). ’

iNTKonucTioNi m It was Ol (lint first Christmas
long ago when ira men traveled, across the burn-
ing deserts, and following the star uf the .Savior
Child -they. came to worship Him: They at oncc
realized His greatness, and opeifid unto Him their
treasures, so also may we open the treasures of
.0or heart In him. At this Christmas time may
we'also see liis star, radiant in the moral heav-
ens, and comp to worship him.

I. Came Through Difficulties as: H'w Men
*Through the Desert: The burning desert did not'
bar the wise men, but they traveled faithfully:Tun
to the. manner that .they might xvorshipJesus.
So .should difficulties not keep tis from bowing
mbefore him at this najal season of His. Sins,],
should only drive us to him. Burdens shosild
only allure-us to the great burden bearer. Let
your difficulties spur you on to the Savior, for
he will satisfy every need. ooon

1. Conic U'ith Our Gifts to he Thrown at iiis :
Fed : Wise menmbrought their jrifts to throw at
His feet, so are we also called to bring our abil-
ities, capacities, our pelf, and 'give them to the
Redeemer that they might lie sanctificd. and
used by Him. Moody brought a stammering
tongue, but. the Master, loosed it for His glory.
Sam Hadley brought a. drunkard, as did also Sam

Basil

Jones, but Jesus, freed ‘them. ''m
I1l1. Conic Worship Jesus itt the lieaiity oj
Holiness: The Master calls, and every man must

recognize His greatness and worship Him, We
must worship fcither the things of man or those
of God, and Christ. Throw’yourself at His feet
and call Jlim Lord.' .
.'Conclusion:' This is Christmas when hearts
beat, high with the festive spirit* taring your all
to the Christ, the KjnR .of kings and Lord of
lords. His star of hope, redemption ami.’eternal’
.peace:bid you welcome.

- Jesus the Wunhekful
Text: His shall
(Isa. 6:9). .
Introduction; The wondefs (if the ancient
world could not stand in comparison with that
little ghetto in Palestine, in which the manger

name be called Wonderful
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al-thc sliecpfold stood as Die cradle of the Savior,
and the told served as the royal guestroom for
the. Lord of lords. Never was a sccnc comparable
to this. The shining, palace of Darius, the lordly
entry of a C.rsur into the 1/nperidl City, dim
into , insignificance by the side of it. Nor can
any personage of the ages comparc with Christ
the wonderful. He .iswonderful in:

I. The wPreparation for His Coming: Symbols
uf thousands o[ years past told of His coming.
Prophets lifted up their voices and, predicted this
event. The'singers of ancient Israel tuned their
harps and told of it. Nations took their places
in the divine plan to: prepare for the Redeemer's
birth.'

I1, His Matchless Ilirth: Never Inrth camc as
Ills.  Overshadowed by 'the Holy Spirit, he was
God .conceived, t)ie Only Begotten Son.

IIK./Zi'i Spotless life-. Never spake man as He
did:  Sin did not slnin. iiis career, evil did'not
mark His patliway.” 'He Jived as God amid Sin-
ful men and yet took nuL of their iniquity;:

V. liis Death' for the Race: Others have
died as heroes for tlieir-nalions, but He died as
the, Savior of the rare. mOthers have given their
lives for a cause as martyrs, but He made an
atonement for the sins of the world.

.V. His Coming in ihe Church: There Is noth-
ing sb wonderful as. this, that after His resurrect
tion, lie came again'in the form of the Spirit,
and. today . is enthroned in countless . lives.
Churches raise their spires as a .beacon of‘His
wonderful presence.,

Vi. His Second Return: He is comltig again,

,and no event shall equal“this in importance. The.
heavens wilt roll Lack as a scroll to grace His
return,1 The, elements will melt with fervent
heat to make way for Him', He Is coming for
His bride, that heaven may. be grander- because
of her. '
; VII. His Coronation >n the Hcavens?i\ He was
crowned here with a crown of thorns, and with
a robe of seamless purple was he invested; yon-
der He will rereivc the crowns of thp ages at
His fc~t, and will don the robe of righteousness.
He died amid the jeers of the populace, there He
will.be crowned amid the shputing of the blood-
\washed throng of the centuries.

Conclusion: This is the Christ then that we
worship—He is Lord of our hearts, savior of our
souls, Guide of our lives, and the Light of the
heavenly city. ' :
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Keiiold Your.King
Tkxi . Wheir is he that ir born king/ '(Mall,

2:2) “Ur h Chris! the King." (Luke '23:2).

The enemies of Christ referred
lo him as King. On tho. cross Pilate -hail It writ-,
ten that’He was the'King. Woc' ring of Him as-
Kinn of kings. So He is. 1 We are the puns of
the King. There are three,methods'by whichlone
‘carl become king, anil Je*us alone combines (hem
all. These are;'

|. w/forti. ATinc: Christ. was horn as the Kin;:,

. Note (he scene in heaven when He steps: from ;the

- ihroiw.of the ttniv'crsr, tb lie'horn as a' child,
lie is the Kini of the heavens, and yet He. be-
came the lowly servant of man. (1) lie is horn
Kin;; in the -world; (>| He can he. born .the Kiiig
of. every man’s heart. "o

Il. Made King- Through Cnnijitest: (1) Chris!

m conquered sin, death, hell find the grave, ami al!
the. enemies uf the s-oul, through Ilis death. (2);:
Ho conquers in' the hearts of men through re-

Introduction:

demption. (3) He has builded-an empire through
, liltl centuries iiiieqgiJalrd by any oilier. (ml) He*
will.conquer every enemy in tjic end. Hence

he is the King of the ages,- fur He has conquered.
I11. Made King by the Right oj Ruhrship:
One can bemade king .by (he. right of ruLership,
as Christ has done: .(1) He reigns spiritually in
the universe. (2) He reigns ill the heart of the
Christian. (J) He will return lo reign personally
as the King, of kinss. (4) Upon the rainbow
ecircled throne of (lie ages He alone shall-;sit as
the ruler of eternity.1 1 '
Conclusion’, Bow' then, my friend, and do
obeisuncc to Him. Let the flag of conquest which
m Christ beats be raised in mour heart. May He
lie crowned as the' King of your life; ’

The Star-Lwhted Path

., Tkxt:'HV hai'e seen his star (Mat.- 2:2): |

introduction: It was. a desert path made rad-
iant by starlight from the heavens above that
transformed the desert, and remade the wise men..
*The' first Christmas was the time! the. Syrian
desert was the place; wiselmen the characters;'
ihe Christ-child-the center of.'attraction,. Star-
light entered into the settings and cast a halo
around them all. My friend, tread'the starlight-'
ed pathway. May-'your's be a pathway lighted
by the glory of lhe .Savior, The starlight of the
'Savior on the pathway:
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"light t«f Jesus falls, upon his palhway. Take
Kiunyan! drunkard, linker, unknown, and the
Marlk'hl of Cbri.-l fell upon him, and lie became
the dreamer ofiimmortal dreams a transformed
man, So your pathway will-be turned from a
desert -stretch loa. singing, highway. You wilt
come with sinning, and in yourmouih it will tx
"ihe new.moil’." -

Il. Vijirin one front the iinrlh ti> the. Service,
and Worship of the Lord: The wise men* were
ordered by Herod to come aiiain unto'him, possi-
bly to receive .royal presents.. Jtul the slarlighl-
upon tbt-ir jlallnvay, dimed ljiciir;!side .Sroni (he
king, rejire.'-entative of ihi! earthly; lo lhe worship
nf lhe Savior, reji'resen‘alive of lhe heavenly. So
divine slarlighl will turn your mind from the
earth to lhe realm of glory." Your eyes will he
lifted so "that you. may sec. spiritual visions.

' 1ll. mOpens the. Choicest- 0j . One's
Life, it! Jesus: starlight caused she wise men to
mopen their treasures lo the Chris!ichild. So lhe
light of Jesus sliining upon your life, will .lead
you to turn your life, its treasures and' l,dents
over to the Master. Not one thing will lie kept
ilack from the service of .the-King. o

V. Snii/y'.QOiie Ihirl: through J.ifc by .'Another
H'rty; , The record says that the iyise men went
hacklto. their native land by “‘another Way.”
No .mail ever returns'from 'a starlight pathway,
ivlierg Ihe glory of tlik Lord has appeared to
him, bv lhe"same method. He is changed.His
mode of living is transformed, lie is lifted, from
the realms of sin, to those of purity. . He.'secs m
God, and (hings eternal loom largely before him..

Conclusion: At this Christmas time let the-
starlight from Jesus fall upon.you. -You wiil sing
with a happy heart Zion's songs. You will glad-
“ly give to themLord all-that you possess. You
‘will-turn, back, to the tasks of. life with a'new
meart, N

Treasures

New Year
The Forward. Look
The set of.their faces it forward (Hab.

JTfst:
1» R. V).

introduction: Wc have just -rung out an, old
year,, Into,the forgotten realms of Ihe dead past-
it. has-taken its place. We face' not Father time
with his scylhe, but the babe of a new dawning
of opportunities. We' look into a realm “that
shincth forth as the morning.” Privileges awail.

l. Turns livery Desert into a Singing High- us of mastering our circumstances, of renewing

iiuy: ;No man can- remain the same when the

our vigor under (lie power of lhe Spirit, 11 is a
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land yi-t unexplored. We stand as thel Pilgrim
fathers did when their feet 'touched [I'lyimmlli
Kork, \li:it was before thcin they did nor know*
Ihi* forward look alone will enable us Jo con-
mituer-- May wc look'forward this new year to:

"V H'rjtmj; lhr Story'of Our- Adversity in the
liiii'w—Ilhat. ihty may forthwith be' forgotten.
Ln.-t year’s adversities 'market! our brows, caused
us I(i forget the goodness of God, and made the
source of our contentment to be as a walled up
channel, through which no blessings could come.
Write them all—trials that beset, difficulties that '
hinder, the loss uf money, the failure of mfriends m
lhv -shortcomings- of others—on "the- waters that,
every passing wave' may* obliterate them,
'Chiseling utir lilesiinxs on Lin; Wort—to be
. limy remembered. .Man is no stronger than the
.remembrance of his blessings' Jonah, when lie
.remembered his call, was strong,-when lie forgot
i, we tind him under the :gtmrd vine, lilijah
forgo! bis blessings and pined under the juniper..'
.Chisel the jilciry of God's, blessings oh thc rock
of. memory, that when the, battles -arc hard
pressed (fitl ye.tr you may say, “Hitherto hath
[he Lord helped us.” When tho.-e struggles be-
,eonie too great then, recall,-“Our God' will figh\
for us.™
L -tiringing . Vo'tir"-Afiml .Down to.. Your Cir-"
ntntstiintes—that you may discover the JblessIM-
"new- of contentment.- Most of us tunc up our
minds to. long for greatness to. fit them' uji*to,
be dissatisfied with. luvvly accomplishments, to
forget the glory of contentment wilh what things
"wc have. ‘'Tlie-"result "is wc. pro .iffueling to
bring up our circumstances to our minds, and
failure results. This is the source of discontent-
ment and.worry, Paul said, “l have learned to .
he content with, .such .things, as | have!" lie
brought his mind d<,nvn to his surroundings. May
this he such a year.
, Conclusion: Lift your eyes and look forward
to the. glory of." remembering and forgetting.
mRemember tlie- blessings, liow numerous they' gre.
Fow | the iriab, Jioiv 'lew they ivwe.' Tune-your .
mind for a year ol contentment and satisfaction
by permitting thc divine to lake the. galling yoke .
from evcry circumstance. o

T he Hkginninc 01? MIINTIIS '
Tknt: This mouth shiilt be.unto you the hegiit-
(Ex. 12:2).
Introduction’, Wc are at the month of begin-
nings. New pages wg-are turning; new records

:blinding my eyes Ib these things.”
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we resolve to write; new beginnings ol habits
we resolutely'avow to start; with lhe old of the
i'esterdays we are finished; give us the new man,
witlr new resolves, new ambitions, new longings
lo be butter. As we look forth Upon this new
beginning, may we resolve to:

1'Seek -Xeiv sources oj Sutisjiirtinn—the di-
vine, God's approbation, holy-f.ommunion, abid-
ing under the divine shadow. Man is no belter
than the source (if tlLil which satisfies him.
Watch Ilie world—racing .for' pleasure—going' to m
tlie movies tor a thrill—dancing throughout tha
watch night that they might feel better. .Their
hearts have been set on things, earthly rather th;in
heavenly. God alone is able to satisfy (he cray-i
ini: tf lhe soul. Man must recognize that he be-
comes :taintetl with that 'which fulfills his crav-
ings mIf, Ilib is base., then he -becomes lewd; if
eliuly, then holiness of character marks him.

Pained Jenny Lind saw this when mat the
height of her career .she deserted .'the opera for a
simple Swedish home. Sitting one evening ns thc
sun was sinking over her native liills,..she Was-
reading the Bibb in the language of her fathers,
when >mnoted critic Came to her and asked Why.
it. was that she tleserled her"career (or retire--
nient. Pointing to 4he hills arrayed in their
he.iuty and to the Bible she said; “My carccr was'
e

2. Keep Our lives linbliiidcd by the. Physical
liml Earthlym—that we may'.see the heavenly, the
spiritual. Most of us arc torn between time and
eternity. We stand with one foot on the earth,

.and the oilier wc. try to stretch to the golden

strand, of eternity; Lord, may we, this, begin-
ning of new months, determine to close otir eyes
to the allurement of the earthly, that the heaven-
ly.may attract us, If wc seek to build here too
permanent an abiding place, wc are liable to ior-
get that mansion in the skies. .. Ne

1. so Live that Heaven 11/ Be u Little Near-
er unil God a Little Dearer. Wc are prone, to
become so entangled with the affairs ol the earth
that we do not have time for the spiritual, exer-
cises. Prayer is liable to bccome a burden rath-
er, than a blessing and joy, Wc draw water.all
right from the wells o( salvation. liiit the sound
that comes is a creaking, groaning, rather than
shouts of joy. 'Religion becomes a duty rather
than a'.privilege. This new beginning of year?
may ft be one that marks a change when we will .

.not live so far away from the. glories of those
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things which Paul speaks of as being “in the
hcavcnUcs.” . i 1,

Conclusion: With bunded; kiiees and bowed
heads as the. new yedr begins may >ve.resolve lo
live in such a manner that we will part with our
failures and sins,
again "to come to Zion with songs and everlast-

ing joy.”.- . - . o

Last Sundav of the Old Year
Gopdby, Old Year " [ T

. Texts: Better is the end of a, thing than the
"beginning (Ecc 7:8); lie that endurtth to the
end shall be saved (Malt. 24:13) ; | am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end (Rev.
22:13). ¢ ‘ ,

Introduction: Usually the beginning is alluring,
and (he end passes in dull array. Note how we
took forward to the beginning of the New Year,
When tonight goes out, it is the New Year.- Our
resolves, many o f them die a-horning, But'we
praise these forgotten” resolutions nevertheless.-

Note some worthy ends: Tlie end of the story of
creation—man in a garden. Better than the be-
ginning of chaos. The- end of the flood was
marked with rejoicing. The end of wilderness
wanderings was rharked with, the glory of cross-
ing into Canaan, Note the end of the time'when
Jcsus: tomes' again to reign personally.- How
...wonderful the prospect. Measure the’glory then
of these ends: [ I |

1. The End of Gods Love—Complete lie-
detnplion. . God hath loved us to the end. This
included giving Jesus for an atonement for sins;
forgiving us our transgressions; purifying us by
the process of sanctification; glorifying us with.
*a new body; granting that wc may sit with His
Son on the thrones of thcages; the final home
in heaven. When: diving love is ended, this, is
the story.- What a marvelous prospect.

2. End of the Commandment—(1) lovo out of
a pure heart, that we may. love-God, serve man
(2) a good consciencc, which will satisfy any
soul; and (3) faith which is untainted, or un-
feigned, Paul brings this out in-2 Tim. 1:5.

3. The End o] the Path of the a shining
light, which increases in brilliance more ahd more
unto the perfect day (Prov. 4:18). There is no
need then for the saint to tread a dimly lit path,,
where he is,in doubt as to God’ will; where the
glory will be withheld. The path of the saint
can bccomc so radiant' with light that his ste]>s
are God-inspired. The nearer heaven .he comcs,

our shortcomings, and -begin .
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the greater will be the light "from the City of
Light. When deaths chilling waters begip their
slowly moving'task of engulfing one in the end,
t/ic light bursts, in glory around about. When
one steps oli the other, side of'the river, he cries

.out, “The light of the city.” 1

Conclusion:- Goodby, old.' ywrl May this be
the end of a year lived nobly.'with God as the
source of guidance. Forget the failures that lie
behind.- The milk that was spilt, do not cry
over it. May today be an inspiration for you
that you may endure to the end, that salvation
complete may be given you. '

CLOSING ILLUSTRATIONS

! Selected by Edward Paw.

A writer in the Ketti; York Obstrver relates that
'in a place where he resided, in IS-fo, there was a
New Year ba)l; Young people were invited for
miles adjoining the immediatp community. Not-
withstanding the intense cold many couples came-
from great.'distances: One couple set out to at-;
tend the ball with fnerry hearts to ride some
twenty miles in a sleigh. Clad too thinly for
sugh a cold night, the girl had not gone far be-
fore'she began.to complain of bdng cold, very,
cold; but/llii'ir anxiety to reach tlie ball induccd
mthem to hurry on without stopping. Not long
afterward she loUf her partner that she nuw felt
comfortable and was all right. When they
‘readied the house the young man alighted, and
offered 'his hand to assist the girl in getting out.
He spoke to her but he held in his hand a lilclcss
hand. She was fte“en dead, a corpse, on her way
to a ball. One may likewise become so hardened
to sin until he can sin away his day of grace, and
like the girl feel quite comfortable though prac-
tically speaking a spiritual corpse on his way to-
hell. '

A man named William H.j a habitual-drunk-
ard stood bcskle a moderate drinker in' a saloon.
He hail become”i disgrace to the salwon, and the
saloonkeeper, pointing lo the moderate drinker
as an example of temperance, kicked him out af-
ter cursing him lustily and .telling' him to never
come in the saloon again. This jarred his senses,
lie came to himself, saw what drink had done
for him and vowed that if God would help him
he would, never touch another drop. Two years
had passed away; he had.moved to Washington
and'become a respectable citizen and was doing
a prosperous business, One. morning fie took up
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the daily paper and his eye fell upon that-' de-
partment ‘devoted to Coroner’s Inquests, and, to
his utter astonishment, lie read that George Som-
ers, fljc aforementioned moderate drinker, had
died on the previous day in the almshouse,from
alcoholism, 1

Mr, Robert lirucc/thc morning before lie died,
being at breakfast, having as usual.eaten an
cub, said to his daughter, “l think J am yet
hungry,- tiring mt another egg.” Hut having
mused a while, he said, "Hold, daughter, hold,
my M astertails me.” Willi, these words his sight

failed him, on which he Called for the. llilile, and
said, "Turn to thc eighth chaptcr of.Romans
and place, my finger on the words, ‘I am per-

suaded that neither life nor death shall be able
lo separate me from the love of God',”, When
this was done, he said, “Now is my finger on
them?” fieing. told that it was, he added, “Now
God be with you my dear childrcn. | have break-

fasted with you, and shall sup with my Lo”:

Jesus Christ this and then

Mr'. D..was a manufacturer in Engl

biing engaged until a laic hour on Saturday night
with a confidential employee in book-keeping,
hC|Said, "Well we cannot settle our. accounts to-
night, but must do it. early in the morning.” On
Saturday therefore they were occupied until three
o’clockWhen dinner was announced, Mr. D.
said,' -tel us eat, drink and be merry for to-
morrow we may. die. Not” added lie, “that |
have any thought of dying for years to come.”
The next morning a friend callcd and said, "Have
you heard of the death of Mr.-—- “No,”

said he, “is he dead? It is very different for me;
for my part,. 1 am too busy in business to fmd
time to die." Immediately afterward he arose
from the table and went to the kitchcn, and while
stooping to put on his boots, he fell oh the floor,
dead. . ' omm

Hume was the only son of a Christian woman.
He drifted from her care and instruction and be-
gan to apply himself to skeptical philosophy.
At first she bccamc alarmed- at his' views, but
finally her pride in the brilliance of her son drew
her to discard her faith and accept in its place
his doublings. While ifi London, he received a
letter stating that she was fast declining and soon
to die. * She said that he had taken her only
source of comfort when looking death in the face.

.without God. .

She did not doubt that her son through his
philosophy Could find her some comfort at such
an hour and implored him to .hasten Ib her side
and to allay her fears of death,. Huine, almost
overcome by' anguish, traveled day and night
unt@l he arrived home, to.find her dead. Accord-
ing to her last words she, died without hope and.

SEED THOUGHTS
w.’W. lakek . ,
Struggles of a Tempted Sout -
"1f thou be the Son of God" (Matt. 4:3)

1, Tkmpiauok Is Netful
1. To lest.;
ma. Sincerity.
b. Faith. T
' ¢. l.ove,

2. For Growth, V
a. Temptation endured , develops and
strengthens the soul.
To make -us more useful;
becomc aljlc to comfort,’ warn
rid instruct .others.

PF'Tewtajion

jldc™neis. Tor e
. a. Wc are tempted' while in this (world)
wilderness,
h. Temptation will cease when this life

I’ ccascs. ,
liri The Tworoto Puui'gse of Satan’s Tfmi>

TATION
m |. To cause doubt in mind and heart,
ri. “J/ tiiou be the Son of God,"
b. Too many limes that little word “if”
. defeats a soul.
c. Satan says, “You aren't a Christian."
If.”
. To get the soul to sell out,
"ta., “If you will bow down and. worship
me | will give you all the kingdoms

of this world," L
Iliistriitions: \%
a. Daniel was offered thc iionor of being
; ,the third, ruler if he interpret his

dream.

h..Christ would be an"under ruier”
still less than Satan. '

c. Satan said, using modern language;

e« 0 Christ, what.is your pricc?' You
are* seeking a kingdom. | will give
you one if you -serve me."

d.- Satan is saying to us: “Oh.Soul, what
is your pricc."”

m 0) “l gave Demas the world.”

(1) °
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(1) “lI gave Judas thirty, pieces of c. To give greater assurance that He was
silver to set! his Lord.” . the Son ot God.
(:3). “I pave Esau a .morsel oi emeat." ¢ They tell us that “the greater your
(4) “lI have given 'many'a soul the faith the stronger the evidence”
good opinions * of men, honor, Christ would surely have more faith.
fame,-riches.” . Would He not also have stronger evi-
"W hat is your price?"’ dence or assurance?
IV. The Nature-and Ewvd bf Satan’s Plan
1, That we might exchange material things Struggle* of a Tempted Saul >
tor spiritual. , . ¢ - The Pure in Heart
a. Exchanging material bread tor the: "Messed are the 'pure in heart for they shall
spiritual Br_ead (if L|ft... see Cod” (Matt. 5:8). .
2, That Satan 'might .he glorified rather: than I T he sNatvhai -State of. Man’s Heart |
G d,. ' . .e atvhal,- ate . ans ear S
a 0“Worship me.” Lsirt w.
3, The end is self-destruction. . m 1 "|)ect'itfu! anti desperately Wicked.” .

3. “Cast thy,selfdown.” ; 2.."He that trustetlr in his:own heart is a

¢ h.. Oh, if souls could only sec just where fool.”.
they are casting themselves down to!  Il. Flow ts the Heart I'urhteo? .
(1) Ruin your body in ‘in. V. tiiy faith”;
<2).Ruin Yyour character.by sin, 2. Consecration of our all.
(3) tRuin your soul .by sin...m 3. B_‘y' the baptism of the Holy Ghost and
. ".(+1) Cast’ yourself into mhell because- " lire. v
*. m  of our choice of sin. . 11l. W hat'is a Pure Heart?

1.A heart rid of all IThat mhde it-impure—
carnality, inbred sin.

a. If tlie heart is so purified from-the
thing that made it impure that an
all-holy God can call -it pure, then
how much i/npurity is left? The an-
swer can only be “Noni,” Then
where is there room for the “Suppres-
sion Theory” here?

b. If the thing that caused the heart to

V. When Was Cilhist Tempted?

;"He was tempted after God wnnessed to

the fact that HeAvas the Son of God,

a. O soul, it is after you leave the altar
and God ‘witnessed to the fact that
you are His son that Satan tempts you
with the “if.”

b. Believe -God ahd accept nob. Satan's,
doubt iirnl ypu'sh.dl I>e blest,

'VI. What Was Tested? & be impure is purged out of the heart
1. His sonship. . until God calls it “pure,” then siirely
a, "If Thou be'the Son of .God." , there .is no carnality to "suppress."
b. Was not this same doubt the one that 2. A pure heart is a heart “li'ted” with
overthrew Adam? God’ "perfect love" and grace.

VII. Wiiat Was the Result? Here is victory over sin on the outside |

1. His faith wavered not in thi: eternal IV. This,is a Blessed State.
promise and Word of God. “Blessed arc the pure in hearth
a. “This-is my beloved Son in whom | 1 Happy. ) _
am well, pleased.” The happiest people in the world are
2. Satan left Him, God's people. '

I. They are happy because all that hin-
dered their happiness is purged out (car-
nality) and all that assures their happi-

..a. Hold fast to your, professmn of faith,
and Satan will also- leave you when
lie sees you arc determined.

3. Angels ministered unto Him. * ness is implanted within.
- a: M you would have angels minister tin- m/, T he Pure in Heart Shau. See Gon
to you, then hold fast your faith while .1 They shall see Him in this present' life,
Satan tempts you. ' a. See Hinv in tlieir sorrows, trials, hard-
4. Angels ministered unto Him that' He ships, pain, disappointments, perse-
might: cutions, adversity,
a,, lie strengthened.* -b. Sec Him in'\vorship—prayer.
To facc a few moYe devils and tenjp-' .2. They shall see God in death.
tations. Illustrate dying saints and their testi-
b; To encourage, : ’ mony.
To give-courage to face three Worlds 3. They shall sec Him when He comes the
and tell them that "Jesus saves.” second time,:

- 22)
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‘A The pviic in hi*rt bcionp U> the “Bridc-
e hood.” ' | I 'S
4. They shall sec Him ‘'and-abide., with Him

through all eternity, , ...

a. Only the holy shall ever be atilt to

. look on His fine.

b. For the unholy to look on His-face
Would cause misery and torment..
Isaiah “saw thi' king high, and lifted
up” and cried, “Woe is me 1" He was
unholy. The ant'd touched his lips
with a live coal .and (hen lie ceased
crying ''Woe is mel!"

Fire* Ihat Should Never Go Out
"The fire shall ever be burning upon lhe altar,’,
il shall never go out" (Lev. 6:13)."
I, Notice W hen the Fihk-Fell
1 When 'proper sacrifice was presented.

“Without blemish."” T
-.2, When 'there, was a right altitude of heart
toward God. |,
' .1 When the right. kind of prayer was, of-
" mmwfered. ’ n

Il.” Tiie Fikk was Neveh to
Ever Keit Burning
When God baptizes our hearts with the

v fiery baptism with the Holy Ghnst; He ex-
.pccls that we shall "ever keep it burning.”
1 What arc tho fires that we must keep e
burning?
a.' Fires of divine grace.

(1) That kind of grhce (lint
sweet under trial.

(2) That kind ofgrace that keeps you

« from saying bard, unkind, cutting

- things. - X

b. Fires of divine love;

(1) That which melts ihe heart of
His people and makes them “Otic."

{2) That kind of love that causes us."

; to even love our enemies.

u3)m That" kind of love that “never
faileth.”

(4) Tliat kind of love that will do for
us .alt that:the'thirteenth chapter
of 1 Corinthians declares it will
do.

“Keep it ever burning.”
c. Fires of holy joy. -

(1) “The" joy of the

strength."

Give us a people whose hearts are

filled with the “jpy of the Lord”

and victory .is assured..

The “joyless" crowd’are jyri;rally

defeated before they ever get near

the battlefield.

(4) No trouble to.,_advcrtise if
have an abundance of joy.

Go Oct, Hut

keeps

Lord is your

tA 1)
.

®)

we
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(5) One third of the Christian expcr-,
.ience .is composed of “joy."
“Righleousness, peace and joy in
the Holy Ghost.”
The poet said: -
"1 will choose lhe holy joys that always
last.” They last on in' the world lo
come.' m T ‘m
" . d. .Fires of peace.
, That which keeps lhe soul .calm and
tranquil whin all*about is turmoil.
m"It shall ever lie- burning." .
e. Fires of longsuffering.
That which helps Us. lo. suffer long
with other people's failures and faults
and even .sins anil still pray and love
them..
.f. Fires of Gentleness, m
Gentle in wor<Ir thought and deed,
A person can act unkind and !nevcr
say a word.
g. Fires of kindness.
. That common' sense courtesy that is
due to all,men.
h. Fires.of.meekness.
That grace-lhat keeps you from;get-
1ting so “big" that God cannot use you.
. 1. Fires of temperance.
That which helps us to practice sclf-
« control.
j. Fires ftf faithfulness,
This is that fire (hat keeps up steam
when everybody, else has\ quit and
, Said, “No use to try.."
Faithfulness to church services rain or-
shine, 1
Cokci-i'sion. \ >
God has commanded,1"The fire shall ever be
burning upon the altar. It shall never go out."
Keep them burning on the altars of- your
hearts by much prayer and obediencc.

Hindrance*
I, A World.Spirit..
"Il. A Praykkless Soul
IH.-'A-Sovx, Tleedu&s to the Checks of tkk

to Spirituality

Spirit.

IV. A Life That Observes no Rules Nob
Has'Any System-
1 No set time for prayer. >

2. No regularity in church attendance.1
3. A “hit and miss” life.
V. An Unguarded Tongue.

..You don’t have to,go'to the Cannibal Isles,
to find a! people that ilfivour human kind.
People do that in America wilh their

. tongues.

VI. An UNSANCTIimu Spirit
Curt, critical, sour, cutting,
born.

unkind, stub-

(23) ,
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An IFhcuarheo Conscience. , , ® 1
A Life' Unfaithful -id the* Master's
Causel :

A Hmiit Tkat is Never Sab Over the
Lost of Eahtii to that Extf nt that Thev
ARE TrOISUIXH.

Chrjit and Hi* Church,
(Songs of Splomon 2:1-17)..

lhs'B anner over Mb was Love
1. A' banner -bespeaks a battle fought a
victory won. - =
2. The battle was a .hard fought one.
With the enemy—with carnality within,
1 Note the completeness of this victory,
“Thou hast ravished my heart,” .
“His banner over me was love.”
Illustration'. Picture a country ravished by
ah army.
Here ivc-scc' how Cod has destroyed ev-
erything Satan hail within us and “con-
quered" the soul wiiji mthe weapon of m
love.

Since Fully-Won

1. To her "he is tlie iniresi among thou-
sands.”

j All other lovers fail to. attract.

1. To Hiny, “she is the fairest among wom-
en." ' 7 ’
Nothing so beautiful
own “blood-bought"-

Her Testimony of Him

"My beloved is mine and |

1. His by choice.

m God chose us. He.set His love upon us,
"Hi; loved us and gave himself for us,"

2. His Through Self-Surrcn<lcr,.

a. “l am his,”

§. This, denotes surrender, possession,

¢. This union does not dlssolve iri death

or eternity. _ . .

Tiiikrs that He Delights Ir*
1 “Let me sec thy countcnance-comely."

a. How she shines with His glory!

li. TI"couqtinancc.of His saints is rest-'.

' ful, contented, satisfied ahd blest.'

2. "Let:’'me hear her- voice.”

a. It may be weak and trembling, but

to Christ as His
Church..

his."

sweet. [
1). Sweet jn prayer and testlmony and
. praise. ,

c. Harshness caused by sin is all gone.
A ring now of tenderness, softness and - .
-purity.
Heh Secvrity
1 “In the cleft of the rock.”
2. The cruel fowler cannot rcach us while:
“hid away” in the cleft of the Rock of
Ages. '

VI, Her Deep Earnest Desire -
“Turn, my beloved, anil be thou like thc
woung hart upon the mountains of Bether.”
1. Turn,

a. Thc thought of His return.

b. She. shall be delighted with His com-

m . ing.
c. Her desire is “Cume, Lord Jesus, come
quickly

ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL
CuMI'tLF-I'UV' J. CLENN GolTLII

.Onder the Blood

Sir A. Conan Doyle in his “History of the Boer
War,” tells how oh one occasion a comparatively
small 'detachment, ol tlw British army sw s sur-
prised by a force of the enemy twice its strength.
The British were driven hack upon their camp,
ami the Boers occupied a momrryindmg position.
The British wounded in tlie earlier part of the
action found themselves in a terrible eposition,
lying out in the upen under a withering fire. One
of this-number, a corporal in the Ceylon Mounted
Infantry, tells the story himself: “We must get a
red cross flag up or wc shall-be hiown off thc
face of the earth." He says, “We had a pillow
but no red. [taint. Then we saw what would do
instead. So wc made thc upright with my blood,
and the horizontal .with Paul's.” This grim
flag, the blood-fed cross upon the white back-
ground, was respected by the Boers. Those lying
beneath it were safe, Even sp, beneath thc blood-
stained cross of Christ wc find, our safe refuge,—
Rf.v. J..A. Claiik, in the Jlomiletir Review.

Let No Man De«pite Thy Youth

“Twenty .id ‘twenty-fivel These arc the years!”
So exclaims Dr. David Christie,
And the editor of the British Weekly quotes, from
Dr: Christie the following:

“Don't wait for the-fat forties.. Put on your
armor now.. John Welscy was a student at Ox-
ford when he formed.thc Holy Club. Martin
Luther was twenty-seven when he climbed the
Santa-Scala at Rome, John Calvin in his early
twenties was already proclaiming his distinctive
doctrines. George Whitcfield at twenty-one was
moving England. Jeremy Taylor at eighteen was
holding men spell-bound .in Saint Paul’s, London.
D. I,. Moody in his twenties was doing marvel-
ous work as an “evangelist. Charles H. Spurgeon
at twenty was preaching in the' great London
tabernacle. Francis E. Clark in his twenties
founded thc.’Voung People’s Society of Christian

(24)
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Endeavor. George .Williams.was twenty-three
when lie founded the Young Men’s Christian -As-
sociation.  David Livingstone at twenty-three
was Sending himself for Christ in darkest Afri--
ca. W . T, Jart. in llomrlrtic' li,rvicw.

Loan, l.iri Mr Ur

The carillon in (hi tower of the Park Avenue
Baptist Church, New York City," was the' very
finest in all America. Strange to pay, however,
Hie people who mlived in the vicinity could sec riti
beauty in these wonderful hells; oil the con-
trary, they imadi: great complaints because the
;noise of .the bells 'while being played-was so hor-
rible. Instead of beautiful music, it was a con-
fusing din which greatly annoyed the residents.

C(fi»f)l.'imis Jed ii) investigation. and Ihe cause
of the trouble was soon, mliscovcretj—she tower
was not high enough. This led to the removal
of the -beils to a new home on Riverside Drive.
Here, away above the Hudson River, at a suit-
able height' to allow the Cells to sound their
golden notes in all the beauty far which they
were designed, the same bells send out music that
entrances all who are privileged, to hear it.-

Tfic mUsfc that ouY spiritual life should send
forth.is marred in an even greater'.degree by be-
ing placed on a low level. Like the wonderful
carillon, it must be lifted higher if it ivoulil k-
.presa the beauty for which the Creator designed
it [firis/inn Endeavor World. .

Neglected 'T reasure

A remarkable story is told :abuut an exceed-
ingly costly jewel tha® for many years was con-
sidered of no more value than a mere pebble.

Gustaf Gillman, a Chicago lapiilary, was at
work in his shop, according to the narrative,
When John Mihok, of Omaha,'.entered. Mihok,
who was a laborer, drew" out Of his pocket a
, rough, red stone and bonded, it to .Gillman'. “I
want you to cut and polish this,” said Mihok.
“Where did you get it?” gasped Gillman, as bis
eyes almost popped out of bis head. "My father
picked it up in Hungary fitly years ago,” was
the reply of .Mihok. “lie thought it was a pretty
liebblc. When 1 landed:, in this country | found
it in my valise, it has been lying.around the
house ever since.-. The children played'with it.'
My last: baby cut his teeth on it. . esssc .

"One night | dreamed it was a .diamond and

worth, a lot of money;, but it’s not a diamond.'

It’s red." “*No, it’s a pigeon’s-blood ruby," said
Gillman. “What might it' be worth?” was the
question of Mihok. “Id say anywhere from one
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hundred thuusand to two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars,” answered (oilman; and Mihok
leaned against (he.door.. i\
The big, rough stone, we are told, cut to a
mllawless ruby of twenty-three and nine-tenths car-
ats. It is believed to be the largest ruby in this
country, and possibly the largest in the world.

..-How sad it is.that in many homes the Hook

that is worth-more than many jewels is neglected
and.considered of little valuer—Hfumiy liiblc Itir
stilute Monthy.

Fint the Seed

There is a popular delusion abroad today that
all really'important movements must be launched
with a great blaring of trumpets, a magnificent
supply of material equipment, and especially with
a generous provision of capital. Everything must
siarL big in order to get attention and make suc-
cess'. ., ' n

Are we not starting at the wrong end—at least
as concerns spiritual movements?

The first thing is not the tree but ihe seed.TJie
first requirements is not a great organization but
the spiritual idea. The Church of Christ do”s
n»! madvance by concentration;'on statistical in-
creases, It advances by the industrious plant-
ing and cultivation of seed,

*N'o; | rtui not one who neglects the demands
of 'achievement; but | am one who had grown-
very jveafy of ,the delusion of big beginnings.
The worldly way of securing popular attention
through spectacular beginnings is not the correct
way fur spiritual works. There is many a. small
church, unnoticed by (he world, Which is alive
with spiritual, growth... There is many a Chris-
tian,, unknown to fame, who carries in himself
tho. promise, of great growth and fruitage. Small
beginnings are the right beginnings. But let ,us
be sure that we begin with the living seed, and not
a'Tifeless.grain of sand.—Henry Van Dyke.

If We Confei* [ S

There is a story of -a governor who went
through a prison'to .select one for pardon. Being
a\ man of discernment, as well as of merciful
spirit, lie has his presence announced and listened
to the appeal of every criminal within the prison
.walls.  With one exception,, tliey all declared
themselves to be innocent of crime and the'vic-
tims of persecution or of perjury; One then was
who came and confessed himself to be justly pun-
ished. With shame and humiliation and con-
trition he told of his.wayward and lawless life, :
and expressed himself as unworthy of any hing

(29)
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save that which, he was receiving as the .just-re*

suit and icward of iiis sin. To hiniithe governor

granted immediate pardon,while.nil others.were

sent back to their cells. .That was spiritual dis-
cernment of the highest order. Confession and
repudiation of sin are the sine qua non for divine
forgiveness. Throw vyourself, lost soul, ujiun the
mercy of God? You dare- not appear, at the
throne of His jiistice! Yon could not stand be-
fdrc the throne of His glory! You would perish
i;efpre the throne of His power! 'Hut you may

cdhie with, confidence and gladness-to the 'throne.’

of liis-.mercy if you come as a medicant,.as a
nmrnl bankrupt,.as.;t sinner-defeated'through sin
and deserving punishment .because of sin. You
may come as near to the presence of the Holy
Clod as the mercy seat itself allows anti receive
.pardoninp; .merry and help. Delay hot your com-
ini:!. Come'with the spirit of the man who said,
“l deserve to go to hell;" but if 1 go, I'will go
holding on to God's inercy.”—Du. J. C. Masskk.

Ye Are the Salt of the Earth

Sail keeps thing*'front"going rotten. And they .

had great need of salt in the region 6f Galilee.
Tlie Galilean take is (>KO feet below the level of
the Mediterranean 'Sea. It is sunk like,'a deep,
liall-fllled cup, with a. piece of the cup broken Out
where thewaters escape in the River .Jordan.
The heal-of the uiji is intense;-the mean temper-
ature; is ,77 degrees, and-a half'the year.it exceuils

-90 degrees, and on nearly fifty days it goes be:.

yond 100 degrees. It is extremely difficult to
keep things fresh anti sweet. Sweet things soon
turn sour, and fresh things speedily become rancid.
These .housewives who were listening to the Mas-
ter had daily difficulties, in their larder, and these
fishermen in His fellowship needed tu have all

lheif wits about them if their fish was to .be sal-

able when it-reached the markets of Samaria and
Jerusalem, "What should we do without salt?”
whispered one housewife to another. “We should
be helpUjtw without salt," said one fisherman to
another. Salt was their splendid ally* it was the
strong, pungent antagonist of the rottenness. It
was .the aggressive resister of swift and cunning
disease. ' . t

And salt gave the Master'His metaphor. “My
disciples are lo he like salt; they are to be the
sail of the earth.”
moral health. They are to be the natural enemies
of moral disease. Whenever'anything in the life

of the community is in danger of becoming ran- .

cUS, the Master's salt roust be there to stop the

They arc lo be custodians of .
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foul invasion. « The very presence of the Master's
msalt must-be the pledge of stout resistance. The
salt of Jesus Christ, must ever engage itself in
confluesl with rottenness, and it must confront
"surprise with a better .surprise. Tlie lists must
e”er he. set. for .these ,contestants-Mhe .spirit of
>tll versus the spirit of rottenness, and the salt
must'always cortqurr.—Pli; J. H, Jowktt.

1Revive U* Again

| 'recently heard Dr. J.
dent of Princeton, Theological
mthis incident.
don Itridue,-beheld a sordid scene.

Ross Stevenson,sPresi-
Seminary, relate

The tide was

As he was once crossing the Lon--

low ami the,black, muddy butto'm of the Thames'

was exposed on either-.side. Numerous barges

w ere resliiig on. the muddy bottom .arid, river
traffic was almost at a standstill, save .for' some

m small boatmen contesting angrily for the right of
way, in’ the narrow strearn which, still Bowed in
tlie middle of the river bed. Several hours later
as he returned, he beheld a different scene. The
tide had come iii, and- every -vessel and barge
was afloat. There was no contesting for ihe right
of- wa>, for there was.roonr enough for nil. ‘So
is it when the" mighty' revival power of God
es'sleeps into a-heart or a church. ‘Friction and
crowding’ and stagnation, give way before the
glorious abundance of God’ presence.

SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS
‘ W. O. Imshf-h'

" Text:" 117/nr there if no vision, the profile per-

ish (Prow J!> 18). m; -

1".Blind to opportunities anti thus spend .their

m days in defeat. Opportunity of building up the
church so; that it may reach others. Oppor-
tunity of -witnessing, for Christ and winning
others. .

2. Blind, to the value cf souls." "What shall it
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?”

V- itlind"to responsibility, “Am 1. my brother's
keeper?" “Go ye into all rhe.World and preach
the gospel,” m ml

J. Blindness caused by

a. Lack of prayer and reading of the Word.

b. Selfishness!

c. $Laziness—absence from the. means of-grace.

Our horizon is too close tu our toes, Men are
dying and dropping into hell while the only 'di-
vincly appointed institution to save men is asleep
with folded hands. “Awake! Thou tb-it slecpest 1"

f
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PRACTICAL

SEEKING A MINISTER
rA\r[. s. iiiu.

"HK system of recalling a-pastor .in tlie

Church 'of llie Nazarene is hound lo work

a disalipoitUmeni sometimes to both pastor
ami church.- Tlie rule that requires a two-thirds'
favorably vote of the church in order that, a
mpastor rhay be. recalled is, on the whole, a
onrjblit liitmvoir is likely to hi? a <lis;ijtjiuiiit-
ment to the pastor and" to a large :part of his
church. For-a .pastor to go down through
year's work, that lie lias Ihe confidence !>(
ids people,.' and then learn that there art- over
one-third of them thill, want a'chanpc in -pastors;
is nol always enjoyable.

We suppose the rule was made on thc general
principle that it is licttcr for the pastor and for
(lie church to have a change ivhen over one-third
of thc church is dissatisfied. If mthe pastor thinks
it is unduly severe on/ii'm let him remember that
he has the jiptyer to effect a change when all Ihe

church wants tomontinue .the pastor they have. .

He can.resign any lime, and lhe. church will
have lo put up with his our man decision. If
he will look at it liiis way it- may help him to
mhold-steady when he discovers that over onc-
.third of his church membership is dissatisfied.
However we are sure that a pastor need not
always .feel that it is personal-dislike H¢ him as
a man and friend that decides the vote .for a
chance. There' are.some people in every church
who .think 'the 'policy lof frequent change,of'pas-
tor js the best policy (or the church, and though'
.they have.the friendliest ieeb.igs for tlie pastor,
they will,, on (he strength of what they believe
best for.the church,, vole fora change. We do
not say that-the policy of frequent changc is

best, we only say that some church members:

think'it is'best, and will vote accordingly,

m And then some churches are progressive.'
realize that their enlarged opportunity, ahd in-
creased activity demand a different type of man
for pastor. Especially is this true, if there is a
large per cent of younR' people who liccd a more
active' ministry, than -their old pastor .can Rive.
U will not -tic because they, love’.their old pastor
less, but love thc future of their church more. In

They ,

other .words.-tlie Work of tlie church has cot to
«a state ivhe«' there is danger of stagnation and'
retrogression unless they- changc. lor ,a different
. type of man for pastor,:

1 We lhink loo that our newer churches are in a
jieriod of transition. The)’ have, for the most
.part,- had a small beginning, hut with the in-
creasing-, si/fe of the work they realize that the
minister who did good work for them when (hey
were small is not sufficient for the demands of
lhe larger work. We du not know just why it is
that some men can"do excellent work in u small
‘church who cannot carry on well in a large one
or why some can-do ..well in a large church-ami
fail in a small one. Hut we know it is so, and
we suspect that this transition from lltlle to lug-
ger has heetf registered in the vote of the church
more than once in reference io the recall of the
pastor.'

ids .

. Or it- may he that the general imlituess of the
man Tor the.place is lin, reason for the vole
against .the continuance of, his ministry;-to. the
ohurdi. «The churcli is not only- thinking of her-
self, she is also thinking of the community she
is trying to serve.” To have an educated minister
in a.college town apparently is better than to
have an uneducated one. The general unfitness.
mof an uneducated minister in a college town is
eyideht. The vole of ILie church in favor of a
betieV educated minister, should not be a surprise
to. the old- pastor, nor should he take it as a
‘personal vote against, himself,He should, see-it
as a necessary forward step for lhe church, and

though “ il concerns ; himself, he should .be :big
enough. to sympathize with the action of (he
church; ; -

The facts are (hat the"uneducated minister is
maving a hard time in any-church these -days..
The people are educated, College awl high, school
students are sitting in the pews. They are critical
of the preacher's language, -vocabulary, gestures,
manner of expression, etc. There is more "and
more a demand for an educated, ministry, and
this is the. cause in arnic casep of the vote of the
church in favor of a change of pastors.

A'minister's bead is only just so’big, and con-

(2»
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tains only just so much. When this supply is-ex-
hausted the church will detect it, and probably
order.a change.' 'IVc have been frequently asked
by young ministers, "Do -you think | should
change churches?'l We-have never given a dp-
. cisive answer fo such a question. , We have, how-
ever, advised this: yo.ung' ministers should change
more' frequently than old tines, because their bar-
rel .of sermons is not so full, and every time lhey
-rJiahKe they are likely to change tor the good of
themselves-and their, ministryl They :irc'more
likely .to. get a better church than a worse one.
..There
wants a change nif pastors. And lhe Lord knows
we ipinisters furnish them causes, enough. A
church will dismta as its pastor' a constant,ranter:
We have never known one who rants at every
service to continue long, in any One pastorate.
A church will dismiss the minister who has a
hobby, not essential to the gospel, which is used
as the basis of his entire ministry. A minister
may have a hobby, most men,-ministers and lay-
men, do have them, hut to ‘make the hobby .the
foundation'of the entire life servicc will undo
any pastor. Anglo-lsrael, Romanism .the Scarlet
Woman, any form of speculative theology, will
mean a short pastorale, if the .hobby is basic in
the ministry. A church will dismiss the minis-
ter who screams when he preaches. Let us not
fool ourselves about it. We may have a ..great
sermon, but if we scream it at the congregation

: they will, gci another preacher 'who .has just as.

good a sermon and who Will not scream at them,
A church will dismiss a minister Who talks too
low and too slowly: One great preacher* per-
haps it was Beecher, told his janitor, “If you ever
see a man asleep in my church cdmeright up to'
the pulpit and wake up the. preachcr.”.

When a minister fails to get a recall there arc
some things' he should ilo, and some things he
should not do.

ITe should hot agitate the question; create a
fuss, and make a split in the church, and run
off with a faction to be king over it.'

He should not blame the church -and play, the
role' of martyr. This will only make matters
worse for him.

He should not talk down the church-t'o every
prospective candidate.

He should not insist on filling his pulpit every
Sunday if the church desires to hear a prospec-'
live successor. [ ]

is surely sonic, caiisc why the church,
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He should-make an emminittion of himself
and his ministry as to the.cause of the vote
against him. HeWill hi tempted to analyze the
feelings and 'moods of those who voted against
him, blit this will not help/ He should examine
himself. Havel tried -my best? Have 1 ranted? .
Have | screamer!? Have | failed to study hard?
Have | used bad grammar? Havel told things
that were confided.to me? Have | been harsh?
Have | had a hobby? Have | been faithful to
my pulpit,.or-have,l left it unapplied a number
of times? Have | called oh all the people, .or
only on a few? Have I'smiled, or been sour?
Have | tried lo win the children? Have | worked
with the Sunday school and young people? Have
| been a boss? Have 1 tried to serve, or have
| been, a dictator? . Have | been skilful in rais-
ing my finances? Have | rin the church into.
'‘debt?  Have |I. respecttd the officers of the'
church, or have | taken the whole matter into
my ovyn hands, and with disregard to the treas-
urer t/iken in and paid out money in an irregular
way.? Have 1 observed the Manual in the gov-
ernment of (he church? Have | been a fusser?
Have | failed as a Christian anywhere? Thai
"is a pretty long list. It could be longer. Hut
there is not a thing mentioned blit that has been
the. cause of soma minister's undoing, aiid not a .
thing lull that can be corrected by. the minister
hinisejf, and by rid one else. Ilrcthren, it i*'up
to us.

It seems to us .that any pastor who at the close
of the year has oyer one-third of his church
membership eagainst him should take the matter
seriously. 'Take it seriously to:himself. Take it
seriously, and just as seriously attempt to correct
his: ministry so that it will be more acceptable.

The vote meaps something.. ; It . means that
there is a cpndition existing that spells a poor
year ahead if that-minister were to stay in that
church as.pastor. The odds against him arc too
great, for effective'service. Even though he cor-
rect his every fault that has led to'this vole he
had better serve another church and start all
over again with his slate clean. -

Above all things the ipinister shoukl not Iw dis-
couraged to the extent that he give up the min-
istry; if God has truly called him,. It is not dis-
'coumgement that counts. It is improvement.
This upheavallin the minister’s career is an op-
portunity for an inventory, an occasion for a
sounder method of progress, a time for laying
hold of bigger things.

(28)
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preaching material.

is. an. ijnfailing source of inspired
In our efforts In pray

381
« n’ , . .

and lakes advantage-of the mood of the people
mpresent, To-discover in lime how the people

(he- uncltorr <loivn, and gol a little personal iiiwant to worship during the prayermecting per-

' spiralion, avc'arc -likely tit fow |l (Imt the Bible
contains a preachiju: source that is already fully
inspiml. HV wck fur illustrations and sayings of
men thal we hope, will catch fire when they arc
included in imr seniuml, hut ;ilivay-s we usu ihem
with the feeling, thal. there is*no guaranty that
they will have any inspiration in' them. Hut
with ihe Bible it is different, We know (lul lin’
Word of God is iiiMiiri'-it, and that its-message’
simply liiM. will il<r giiod heart?, of men,/
.iiml will stir them to holier living.

The mote lhe preacher nntl bis. lonuri-tiLtiou
mknow of the lli'"’le Die surer will be the results of-
Bible preacliing. Tli<i>r who arc familiar with" the
teaching of tlie Hililc depend on its inspiration.
The mure they know about it the more, it mhelps..
This is’tun so .With any other source of preach-
ing sermon material. All Other mailer that cn”.
lers into the sermon will eventually wear out,
but the irullts of [lie Bible increase in helpfulness
with their using. ’ '

An illustration of this came to us a few years
ago, A minister who sit' in a Bible. class we'
were .trying to tenth, said In us after the session,
was over, “We pet more than, you say. We set.
your notes, we pel what you. say,,weget.what
you suggest and .don’t say, and we cel things we
think of ourselves about other portions ol the
Bible.” His position was correct in that the in-
crease of Bible knowledge afforded an inspired
help that could lie' enlisted to aid Hie 'faltering
sermon or Bible lessen. The fuller the knowl-

edge of tlie liible the surer its .inspiring results, m

'This being ihe.case we should seek to stay close
lo the Bible irj .our prearhing. The expository
sermon nr the textual style will always <lo .good.
And one of the duties of flic ministeris to get his.
mhearerswfamiliar ..jvith the Bible.

N spite'itf all that’ a minister can do the suc-
I cess or failure of a prayermeelLng is just
about determined liy the.mood of the people
.present! U: is rpiite. e\ten.cively a people's meet-.
,ing, and they are largely the ones.who'contribute,
to it;. However, the ptayermeeling crowd is us-
ually a worshiping one, and their mood is to
worship, sometimes after one order,‘sometimes
after another. As a leader of the prayermecting
Ilie minister will frequently fail, and with iiis
failure Ihe meeting will (ail, unless he discovers'

iod has saved, many a good meeling that other- '
wise would have been a poor one.

Of course ilie idea) prayermecting is one given
lo prayer; We have seen many where lhe en-.
tire service was so filled with.petition that there
was not much space 'for'anything else. It would
have lecu a mistake lo have tried to do any-
thing but pray. The' peoptc were in a praying
muo.d-and kept uvidenring their mood by con-
tinued .prayer., One,very unusual prayerniccting
we recall when' from eight in :thc evening until.'
two in the morning .there*was a volume of spirit-
ed petition and praise, with no let-up nor side-
track. We feel the blessing of that meeting still
with us. [ ]

But there lire- prayornieelings' which are really
:good that have very little publicprayer in them.
[Ihe .whole 'period will be taken for snni® and
testimony. Anri this kind of a meeting will be
composed of the same people who the previous
week spent nlosl of the time iti prayer. Their
'spirituality . was- just as deep, and' thpir hearts
just as clean. Their mood was different, . They
wi-heil. 1o worship differently from what they
did at the previous meeting.

We do nol suppose that'{iny person attending
gives much thought as to just what he would
like lo do in prayermecting or whether he would
like it all prayer or testimony or something else.
He is unconscious of his own mood, but if the
prayermecting turns into his chatinej he will have
a good meeling litirl lie blest.

There is. one person who must think about the
prayermec'tmg before Llic meeting megins, and
that is tlie minister. If possible he must antld- .
pate the kind of meeting that is in the air. Some-
timesTic' can do this and' sometimes he cannot:
And sometimes he thinks he knows what is going
lo happen and makes a mistake.. If lie were al-
ways sure of."what is coming he could plan, ac-
cordingly, and his prayermecting work would be
.easier for him. But because humanly speaking
anticipations are likely, to go askew' he must pre-
pare for about everything. 'R

One. thing he should prepare is himself, his own
head and heart, lie roust.be ready to say some-
thing worth'while if it seems to be a preacher's
meeting- We don’t want to he understood as
saying lhat he should say all he.is prepared to
say. We say.he should be prepared. A carpenter
may not use a saw on a job, but lie should have
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one in his tool box. The minister may not use

his talk, but lie should have one ready, ' B ]

How ’can .si "pastor discover'.the mood of the
people in the'prayermeeting? Usually Hit; meet-
ing will register itself. If- the spirit of prayer
is on from the beginning' the preacher will have
sense enough to recognize it. rIf praying doesn’t
go lie will have to find what else to do.. We
have frequently fried to detect the mood of the
crowd by asking them to select a hymn,,.If a
« few hymns of the deep and solid, old-fasiiioncd
kind are requested then we have concluded that
probably their thoughts are deep and their spirits
are resting orilhe great-fundamentals of their
faith. If on lhe other hand a few of the more,
rapidly moving, songs are requested.'wc have'tak-
en it to mean that there was a physical energy

present that wanted to express itself and we let L

it express itself: This does not mean- that the
. meeting became-frothy and. senseless, but rather’
that it .was energetic in.praise and song.- The,
mood of the. meeting was not one of deep heart
seeking, nor was if one of .careless indifference
"lo religious propriety, but beautiful, happy, rol-
licking freedom'in the Lord. 'Such meetings are
a great blessing. ]

To try. lii rim a prayermeeting in the same, rut
week after week, will turn the rut into a grave.
To have'just so many prayers, and theira'song,
mand-then a few-more prayers,' another, song, talk
by the. minister, collection, a fewltestimonies,.
benedictinm, will just about take the life out of
'any prayernu'cling crowd, Start in once in a.
while with prayer instead of song or ask for a
few testimonies. Start, with requests' for pray- '
er. Let the- minister get- down and pray him-
self to open tile scrvicc. . No use to think the
Lord can bless only one set of rules.

And about that talk the minister has prepared.
First it should be prepared until it is like a slid-
ing rule with ability to be encompassed in a very
short space or lengthened out if necessary or
better still kept in the pocket. Hut don’t go to
prayermeeting without, it: -You may need it or
you may not. Don't try to use it just because
you have.it. Use it if it is needed.

Old sermon outlines .mrtkc good prayermeeting
talks. They need to he pretty, old to be Kood—
the older the better. When they were used as
sermons the padding-gave them length. But just
the high points and one illustration will.make
that old sermon outline beneficial in praycrmeet-'
ing.. " n"

'S 'MAGAZINE

THE PASTOR’S SCRAPBOOK
I. L. Fiynn
m".Vriter a.AVjjil Year’s:uwnting,
Acvrr the oh! yctir eiulx,

ISttl .wntrhoily thinks of smomehinly,
Ol liitys, oh! tiniff, (iht frinnl.\."

[ ] Faith I

Faith! That indefinable somc-lliing that brings

strength to, the. we.-jkest; that causes the down-
trodden lo lift up their, beads; that 'gives en-
couragement In the despondent. .Y«vi know' when;
you have it. You are restless and uneasy whenl
\on lose it.
.0ddly enough, prayer is not once mentioned
in the e’eventh ch ifiter of Hebrews. Ilut .faith
is the result «i prayer and obedience. "This is
the victory (hat overcOmeth the world, even our
faith” (1 John 5:*0. ;

“A'-Conn or Ethics ton Hraii'l

A leading daily reiently brought out, an edi-
torial on "A Code of .sEthics for lleer.” | won-
der what kind a code of ethics beer sellers could
arrange? | have''always .thought that “ethics”
had something to do wilh right' things, the bean-'
tiful, kind, sincere. These things are not to he
found among-booze sellers. H it edUurial went,
on to say that-beer sellers “give somethought to
law enforcement . , for if beer is made a public
nuisance, the inevitable reaction will set in."

“President Washington . had .to call out the m
militia in 1794 to quell 'an organized rebellion
of the liquor traffic. - To see straight: and think
straight on the liquor question one needs Us re-
member that the liquor traffic has always been
lawless ”

The Pictunk on nit. Wau

A man to lie hanged-drew a gallows on the-
wall of ids cell,and gave the sleps to his down-
fall. ..

1, Disobedience to parents.'

2. Sabbath day derecration. "
¢ .1 Gambling. .

4, Drinking.

5. Murder. ' '

6. Fatal jilatform.

7. A fool. ',
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An Aikican Chukcii

"In Africa there is a church of wliidt every
member, was a heathen lon years ago.
two hundred members, :I>d cveiy one gives God
a tenth of nil he'Rets, The money used there is
.copper wire, 'arid csiriies in bunches of ten pieces.
1tie Christians 1:ke one piece out of every hunch
they pet. \Vhen'they go fishing, they set aside
one fish "lit of every ten that are caught.,()ne
in ten of their uwn number takes uplthe work
of goiug'lo their Inyithi-n neighbors and trying to
brine them- til Clirist."

I LIIKKSSION' CIHK
m "The bluffer may bluff ._ m
And the cynics may cyn;
The Scoffers may scoff, ’
Hut the cheerful wilt will.!”

u (Job 2H:7, SI-

The "fowl" gossilier who runs here.ami thither;
the "vulture" of wickedness hath not seen, does
not know this pathway of God's elect. 'lhe. lion
wiielps of the sinning church member, and the
loud-mouthed,, fal-e professors, arc not on it
"“And it highway shall be there; and a way, and
it shall be,called, The way ofeholiness; the un-
clean shall not pass over it: .,
shall, walk there (lsaiah ,15:S, 9).

Con First
Put God first in. everything v
You do or think or say,
That it may addeil blessings brihg,.
In joy and peace on life’s pathway.

(31)

There art:-,

but the .edeemed -

i&S

llovv Sdmi: Things Weke MiscovekJ-o

TIn' fall of the apple seen by Sir Isaac Newton
or the lifting of the kettle lid watchcd by Watt
was scarcely more prolific of results than.a walk
taken in (he woods liy; one Herman Keller, who
saw a .hornet's nest, was led to examine it, and
experiment,llly ascertained that it was paptr made
from wo<;d libers, ami thus paper was discovered.
— Amin.

Huber, the great naturalist,, tells us that jf a
single was]) discovers a deposit of honey or other
fimd, lie will .return’ to his nest’and impart the
Knud news to, his companions, who will sally
forth in great "numbers to partake of the fare
which has been .discovered for them. Shall, wc
who have found honey in the Rock Christ Jesus
be less considerate of our fellowmen than wasps
are mof their fellow-insects?—Si'ukueox.

The word “girl" occurs in llu; King James.Ver-
sion of the Hible only twice, once'in the. singular
and on'cc in the plural, Joe) 3:3 says: “And they
have cast lots for my people; and have given a
hoy for an harlot, and sold a pirl for wine, that;
they might drink." > Zech, B;5 says: “And, the
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls
playing in the streets thereof.". '

The way to do-a great deal'(or .Christ is |o keep
on doing a little. ,

It is”more difficult, and Mils for higher ener-
gies of_soul, to Jive a martyr than to die one.—
F(jhl:st Mann, ' . =

«
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lib talk.lilit hi* fhiiulil —eillf ready ml. |I.. hvs.\ '
How can ;i padnr di-iuver Ilie piund nf .Un- ':OM u ivihiilik:.
people in (lie phiyi'tnieelitiu ? * t -1jalf\ (1k1l meet 1 N\i i /it fie! yi/i <n,h, ’
mu uiU ri-i"inli'r it*,-1f. -1t tlie spi:il ol prayer Hill wl'1MiAI'wfvy think* hi AIUIK'/'Hr/v. *

. uii' iriun the he'nimiiiku .tile preailut will have ' it/ litive,. > limn, f.. "
Ji-iiM i Rueili 1t ritiut-"niZit il It Wayinli dnem'l"
t;u fie uitt have-in |Itfid nli.it rl-r Indo ; We
have Lre(liietilly Iril'Hiu delett |he ini‘iid (rt tile

[. HI

K'ilt.! .°Ylil indelipalile ‘ntiietinm: that lui’ >'
Sridin Il In tlie: \eid.i >t ;. ttiai inline- ihr. lhi ~m
tpnldi‘ii  Lii lilt tip .their .lii-.nl-: lhat tiS - eu
imil;i"etneii! tu (lie i/e-)j .(tdent. \Uu kixne “‘iip.ii

crowd hv'ankiim them In -elect.;i Inmh. It-a
lew hymns™ nl" the deep iinil mili'i(, old-liidiinlieii
kind .ire /Tqiir.-Ird jhen i\e lime Mmriuivd that

probably Iheir thought*- are ilei®i and tlii'ii ‘[jiril.".
- . e ieee- . . myr.n liavi- it. Vmi cirt on-.-il.-; mill iilva:\ AT

esre re-l'in'j; .mi ,the wureal tnji<ijiiin'fif;il- iti their |

Lo S . . . wnl In-e it.

1iitfi (I mi-tlie iithef-/wind ,t frit' uj the mo/r-

Oddly riimt~Ati, pra>ir ! nnt wuliee tiu i:miu !

;) |Xdilly. nioviii® iiie ri*i|«r?tVi| we have t.ik-.

til il tu rni'aii thill tliere'.was a pliy.-ital ‘energy m 'l the ea'-ent/i iilitpler < Ifitl'rith Jisi
Siri'Zent Itir<l wanted lii iP-elf and we lei i-ritie ri--lill (it duniNErojid o onlibxlienut o rrdt. i
it ujl.-ell. J"hi~ fillip mil meat} Jli:if ille ihe wvii.tnrv lhat n\euo ailli the .wui'd, n.
niri-litn: became irnlliy :ni‘| i-rii~iSv-'. Jitit rather idith 1 -[11111 *.4 .
that it 'w!i> eneriielii in prat-e' ahd .'imti. Tile

Illium | of ifie nirrijfijr iva- mil imr s deep liujirt". “A tun m V, mis Yni; Him " '

M-ukinc, inir "wit?- it .one- ol iareh*.-- mindiifer.eiN e . - R
b - al A leaditi®: ikiilv n.ieiiily Imiiijlr ual an -d

to rttipim> ropriety. thul ciiiitiiiil, i s r . . .
P prop y PRy [(mrial. mi “A Cude ut KtJm- Inv Krei.' Ilyn'f

lirkini: freedom .in tlie laihk . Sm Il .mii}i.».:- air . . . . . .
fricint ! ! ! P ! der 1j! kin™ a,inite ut ethic - «ir ‘.rllef-- .-iH.d/1

a peai hlei-'inn. - ' ' . fl R
P ,—irr'iiivel’ | have al'Aay;-. tlioii'.'ht that "I'tinv-."
Tu iry tu run a'piaicrmeelni”. in ihe ‘imie. Wt yjag Mirin‘lliini: In'dii il riidil "ihini-— llie M.’ r
Meek after .week itill turn the hIl intu it ill'ave, find, kind.' -imvri\ Tin.mi (liini:- ate"tm; tu I
To 1tiie’jfi-t prayii.-. and then a >(»E B |iiiioq wuliutii: lanie -ettrrr  Tin- edi'drid I cn.
and ~ieiv a lew niyre mprayer”, .snntllei Mini', lirlk nti-tn i-ay tllal 1j'er m'liT" { i:ive -mne'llui iUItL tr
by tlie miiii-Ur, volleiliiiii.'a: iiw L--linninii-> 3 eninrienient . rurtil Jieer.i> niiidi- ;. (is fitii
bcnedii tinn, nill jtH. Tfrft/I lal:v (lie life out .oi mniu-.imr. lhe iOevilahlr reai liiili* 'will. -et ill "
‘:iny pra.MTinietinu iiowil. Start in  mce ail ;i

n liile-"u il li:]iriijir in-iead' nj nim: or a~k lor a -
"I’re-iilelit \V.i~liiti]:liin had .to 'call in" Ilhe
t ilitia ill IMU-I to (Hell .air nrc im/.t'd rel'e tiori .
rt lhe li<jttnr (f.tflie. .Tu' ne.>!i liehi and .mini,
' aiidit mi the Inliii>r (|Uei-linn one 'nrrits |- ri
I'leinher that [I' liilirnr Irafiii: |ia?" iijw.i\> ‘ii-en .

few tcMimonies. « Start ivil.lt reqite?!.- tor prat
er- t-i'l (lie msm-ti'i vw dii.vu ami pray'diim-
m-K In linen’ille ‘ervici' \n u.-r -In Usitd. -lhe.-
l.urd iari 1:U-i. oiity -it id nili’-

And al:(H[t !)nu lal;. (lie lJiiioi-Jer ha,. prrjiari‘tl.
T'irst it s'inid'd be jire[iated tmlil it liiul a ?lid-
ini: rule with'.nhiliiy .to lie elia>ni;):iwd in a very
-Imri ;.priie or fefn.(heried out if wctfyary or
helier >till kepi in tin. puekel. Hilt dim't to tu ®™m A man to I haililed dreM" a il:dIn".- ra .uie.,
liny ihtil il nf wall ol iii> eell arid pi'T flit- —cp- in )i> Ji wii

; Llria--" .

'in. mrtnrid. on mi: Waii. m

prayeriiU'etitt” withiiut il. .You

>uii'nmy nut.  lnn'l Iry (o.UM' ii jtirl lier;ijtrr  tall” LI N

\mi have il. . I>v H;il.il ,i' nevded... 1 1lii-M'ediemi; In pareiUs: N
' Old H'rmtni inillint'» iiiai.i: i:iiid prayernieeliim 1. mS ilili.itli day dr>ci;ral’nn.

malk.'; el hey neial tu lalpretty old In, I>r ~nod (:anilihnu.; ) o om

Jllie mtdi'f the helti'f, .U'lien '(Itcy ncrr iwd as - % | uniin-.: m'e'm

‘ermini' the padiiitic it.«ve them lenelli Hut jti.~
the liii'li piiints and une ill'u~lratinli will ttiake
that old H'rmnir utitline iieni'tti'ial in, jira.eernit'et
m. ! ! ] L " i A (nd, . .°' om -

' Mt'tnli'r

I-‘atal platlorin.’
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As An.trw Cm;nri[

“In \irii;i (Jure is a ehi|rib of which every,
iiienbi'r wa- 1 lie.illu'nteh years aao. ' There arc
(/<o riij,.Vc>l -mi'm'irrv ,iml even one gives God
a leiilli uf .ill iie (el'-. Tinl money Used there is
nj] |:er wire, :|t'.d ninn'j In-bunches (if tell pieces.
IV <'liri-ti.ins -LiUV'tim" piece oiil of- every bunch
ilii'\;cel/  When they mi fishing, lhey set aside
nlie’ ti-li iiiit. of eviry tell'that are amunlitOne
in. ten of- their mtri.mmiber I-jki-s up Ihe'work

ol.going lo their'heathen mghbois and trying to.

bring them to Christ.”

I p JIKSSIOV ("mu:

® "Tlie i.luffer iii.i> bluff
And the cynics may cyn;
Thi' m ilitmay -ioff.

Hut tlie rhcerful will win."

] (Jofi, "H:7, Jji -

) lie -ton I"- gi>."sij;cr. who rims here and thither;
the “vulture” of witkedno-4 hath not teen, does
not know (hi* pathway of God's eicct, The fiori

» help- til
limd-mouthei!, f;d-e. professor.”, are not on il
"And a highway shall lie there, and a way, and
ft. -hatl lie called, Tlie «;iy i3 the uti-

di-ai'i :hall not pas> over it ... but the redeemed

holiness;
shall walk lIbere". (Isiiuh

' -.Gtm Kikst
I’'M God first ineverything
Aon do or (hink or say, .
11Ti>it. it may .i/tik'd blessings mbring, =
itrjiily and p«w .on -life's -pathway..;.

lire .MIi'jiijiH ihilrrb. member, ahd the-

Ilow Some T hint.s Weke Discovert]!! .
Tlie full of the apple seen by Sir Isaac Newton

. or wit>'lifting «> the ketlle lid watched by Walt

was scarcely-more prolific of results than awalk
taken in tlie woods by one Herman Keller, who
saw a lionet's nest,was led lo examine it, and
experimentally ascertained that it was paper made
from wood fibers, ami thus paper was discovered,

Huber, the great naturalist, tells us that if a
single wa?)> discovers a-deposit of honey or other
food," he will 'return to his nest and impart tiie
good ‘'hews -to his companions,- who will stilly-,
forth in great numbers to partake of the fare
which has been discovered for them.'" Shall we
who. have found 'honey iriMhe Hock Christ Jesus
be -less considerate of our fellowtnen than wasps
are of their fellow-insects?—Spmgeuv.

Thi; word “girl" occurs in the King Janies Ver-
sion of the Hiblc only twirc, once in the singular
and (mcc in the plural, Joel 3:3'says: “And they
have, cast.lots -for my people; and have given a
boy for an' harlot, and sold a sir) for wine, that
they might drink.”1 Zech. 8:S says: “And-the
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls

.playing' in t/it'.,streets (hereof,I

The way to do a great deal for Christ is to keep
on doing a little. L "

It is mote difficult, and calls for higher ener-
gies of soul, to live a.martyr, than to die one.—

Forest Masn.



