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CONCERNING PHYSICAL DEMONSTRATION

T he Editor -

HE young preacher had finished a sermon more notable for,the mighty

mariner in4which the preacher poiinded the desk and waved his armj.

and leaped about the rostrum than for any depth of thought or unction
of spirit.. An older preacher thought to correct the young one a little, and so
reproached him gently by asking, “Do you not know that the Scriptures say;
‘Bodily exercise proiiteth .little’?” “Yes, | know that," said the recent per-
former, “but when | am in a corner even that little which bodily exercise prof-
iteth is appreciated.” '
Perhaps, after all, that which passes for modesty is often blit a subtle
kind of pride. The preacher who thinks he preaches so well that poor enun-
ciation, bad diction,'and boorish manner are of too small consequence to de-

mand attention is likely to interpret his attitude as meekness. The fact is, all :

of us need all the excellencies we'can possibly command, and we are foolish if
we despise the contribution of the smallest factor.

Paucity of thought is the most universal of preacher faults, and the one
which we all are slowest to confess. To hide this fault some preachers pile up
words. Sometimes they pile them up so high that even the weak, little
thoughts they did have cannot see out. Others cover their Vant of thought
with loud ejaculations, beginning sometimes as soon as.the preliminary service
opens. They remind us of the culprit who joins in the chase calling, "Stop,
thief?” in the endeavor to divert attention from himself. ;But ame'hs and hal-
lelujahs which have no depth in prayer and meditation and hoiy, divine man-
ifestation are but foam and froth, and deceive few besides the one. who in-
dulges in them. And yet still other preachers conceal their poverty of mind
by physical rantings and pawings. “Where is the scribe?"

But far as it seems to be removed from it, strained physical demonstration
springs from the same root as the old staid rule of thumb elocution which they
used to teach to preachers. It is an effort to demonstrate beyond the feeling
of the soul, and is as unnatural as the efforts of. the theolog who marked on
the margin of his manuscript, “Cry here.”
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. TJievorily true and right way is for the preacher > read think and plan and m
listen until "'his thought runs over and then “preach olit of the overflow." Likewise, the
only right way is for the preacher to pray avid 'meditate and agitato until he is moved,
vyith compassion for those to whom lie ministers 'arid.then stand up and/‘demonstrate"’
as is natural and necessary in expressing thefeelhlgs which possess him.. There can be
no rule of thumb, Jn .'fact it is a criticism and not V compliment to say that a preacher
is always ilenwnsttatfve or always quiet; -for in either case he is studied and formal.

. I wish it were possible /or me to say in the most forceful manner,.“Preachwyprepare

yourself as fully (ts possible both, to possess worth-while thought and to’ be deeply
moved, and then,-with holy abandon, throw ymirself into the effort to preach.lie gos-
pel effectively.” Covet to bo the best preacher possible. _Igno.re those whu counsel
assumed meekness. Be in earnest and do not be ashamed to seem so, IU* moved and
then give way to. your .tears. Carry a burden, and then cry aloud and spare not. 1

"would'personally rather be a poor preacher doing my best than a good, preacher doing

less than my best. And this refers to emoijon. and emphasis as welhas to thought and
arrangement. -

DRIVING HOME THE TRUTH

The fear of “mere human enthusiasm'-’ lias perhaps driven many to an extreme of
passivity approximating dullness in their manner of preachitfg. The 'defense is that
the Word of God itself is powerful and heeds no human enforcement.; .But the same m
line of reasoning would do away with preaching altogether. And it is a significant fact
that no mechanical method has ever successfully Substituted for the spoken word.

mThe phonograph, the radio am! the printing press have supplement*1!, but they have,
not substituted for (he preaching of (he"'Word by human lips.

But Mrs. Catherine Booth,, mother of the S,'ihatii)ji Ar.myj Jias said whal | would
say more forcefully than | can say itj'so f will just give you ,hcr treatment of "Saltless
Preachers”: '

“Oncgreat qualification for successful labor is piiwer lo get the truth home to the
heart. N,ot tncrely to deliver,it. 1 wish the \fcord had never-been coihed in connection
with Christian work. ‘Deliver’ it, indeed—that is not in the Bible. No,'no;,not de-
liver it; but drive it home—send it in—make it felt. That is your work; not merely
to say it—not quietly and genteelly lo pul it before the people. .Oh (his genteel wav
of putting the truthf How Got/hates it' “‘ff yoit please, dear friends, will you listen?
If you please, will you he converted? Will you come io Jesus?.” No more like apos-
tolic preaching than darkness is like lighl! Here is just the difference between, a self-
consuming, soul-burdened, Holy Ghost, successful ministry, and a careless,"happyrgo-
lucky, easy sort of thing, that just rolls it om like a lesson, and goes home holding it-.
self in no Way responsible for the consequences. Here is all the difference, either .in
public or individual.labor, God has made you responsible, not for delivering the
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truth, but for gelling it in—getting it home, fixing-it in (he conscience as a red-hot
iron, as a holt straightMrom His-throne; and He lias placed at your disposal the power
1&dn it, and.if you do not do it, blond will be upon your skirls,”

EDITORIAL NOTES

More and more the suc”sful preacher will Lie called upon for “special”,sermons
and addresses. He cannot afwrd to refuse-when thus called upon nor can he afford to
do poorly upon such occasions. The wise thing, therefore, is for him to make general
and specific preparation for such occasions as are likely to arise-within the next-one or .
hm years and depend only upon.giving a sort of-finishing (ouch as the time actually
mapproaches/ If a word of personal experience may be allowed, | can say that | have
on hand or in the course of preparation .always a number of addresses and sermons of
a semi-patriotic; educational and devotional nature. Sowithin a few days, or even
within a few hours l.can whip together something that may.sound like it.was prepared
just for the occasion (a few adaptations being supplied). And within the past | have
many times found this general preparation a great help and useful in taking advantage
of a sudden opportunity. In all these addresses 1 plan, after the adaptation, to major
on tbe.gospel and drive home something of the central theses of our holy religion™ *

* ' Tt % ’ te

It is a pleasure to.remark that there is a better response to The Pkkachkr’s'Mag-
azine now than in many months and.to he able to say that the permanence of; the
publication is better assured now than formerly. Hut we are dependent upon our sub-
-scribers to. help us gel subscriptions, A magazine designed only for preachers has but
a limited field. One adapted especially to preachers of full salvation is still further
restricted. In fact the restrictions are such that it scarcely pays us to advertise in the
usual way. ‘'fhe chance for keeping the subscription list up to. the place where the
publication can live is for those wild got Tuk ™ ac,axink and find it helpful to tell
others about it and gently suggest that they try ;i year's subscription. Please continue
to help us in this matter. - \

The preacher must be a constant'student of methods. He must iivoid thinking
his way is the only way or even that it, is the best way. More yet, he must avoid
thinking that one good way is enough. If anything contributes enough to the success
of the preacher’ task to show a net gain over its cost, it is important enough to include
,in the program. Waith the preacher, as much or more than with anyone else, “Every
mickle makes a.muckle.” This was brought forcibly to my attention recently when a
busy pastor told me lie had-just given a week to preaching in a young people’s revival
in the general vicinity of his church; for his summary was, "I think our church will
gain something from the meeting, so | felt that for-the time-being 7 could not do any-
thing better than to make this, contribution.”

Pastor Minnie G. Wiandt of Uerf'holz, Ohio, writes, -T like The Preacher's'
M agazine very much—don’t know how | coutd get along without it. | am just a
young preacher and like the editorials and sermons very much. Wish you would
print some .sermon outlines, for funeral services.” v

| I (> - 'm ! -
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DEVOTIONAL

HOLY LIKE GOD

] m A, M. Hills

m “ISul like as he which calkj'.ypu is holy, hr ye
yourselves also holy in all manner oj living,'br-
cause it is written Yc shall hr holy'for 1 uni holy".
(1 Peter li 1S-16).

HE word "like" suggests at' Once the-di-m

vinely implanted principle of imitativcness.

There-is not one giftc(land noble mother
in all the world who would not be pleased to have
her best qualities repeated in fhe life of her daugh-
ter, There is not one great artist or genius in lit-
erature or statesmanship who would not be pleased,
at the 'thought that the great Rift would reappear
ii“uin lin his son. It is a natural feeling of the pa-
rental heart. , L

Now the great moral attribute of God .is His
infinite, eternal, unchangeable holiness. Need we
wonder thaf' Hc is so'anxious to fijtve-this char-
acteristic reproduced in every child til' His redeem-
ing love? It; would he the wonder of earth and .
heaven if God didn't feel in that way toward usall.

There are many holiness people who are-not
holy people. They are in the ranks,’ They follow
the crowd. They like the companyv but they,
have not the itmer experience. We should-have a'
reality as well as a 'proCession—anexperience as™
well as a name..,. They who have the real experi-
ence do exploits., They arc glorious as the. sun,
lair as the moon, and terrible as an army with '
banners. .

I. God’s Holiness Is a Perfect Holiness

It is unthinkable that God should have an im-
perfect holiness. , It would then he ail out of har-
mony with Hisother attributes. Hut our holiness
js to be like God's. It is to be genuine from skin
to core. There is no "suppression”,in this kind-of
holiness, no concealed carnality within. There is
no "inward sin and corruption tp the last hour of .
life." .

Some preach '‘cleansing and. holiness;" but they .
say, "We shall never be sinless in'.this world.” .
There are still “depths upon depths of mischief
that lie hidden within us.”. Now we might ask
what kind of holiness is it that is “not free from

O

ard.

sin to the, last day of our lives”? What kind t>f-
holiness is jt which coexists with "indwellihg cor-
ruption,” "which always will defile the very best
deeds and holiest efforts of this life1? .-What kind
of cleansing, is ft whfch:leaves "depthsupon depths
of mischief iti its" to defile'uur lives? Manifestly
“corruption” holiness “sinful” holiness, is not
God's kind;, and our holiness is to be like Godss..
.Someone says, "That is an overwhelming stand-
,Is it not too high?” We answer, "Jesus
lilted up this stanjiird: 'Be-ye therefore perfect
at your I’ather who is in heaven is perfect.”"
John tells us,“Every one that hath this Hope set
on him [JesusJ, puriiietii himself, even as he is
puie,” We should accept the Standard and depend
on God's almighty grace to keep it.

I, Ir is liMINEvNn.v Practical Holiness™

"Holy in all manner of living.”
ly loll:- ant! cheap profession, but >;odly depart-
ment, It is not fad-riding, but everyday godli-
nfs*-thiii speaks the truth arid pays the grocery
bi]l, and-the doctor, amfthe newspaper,.and tile
preacher, and the milkman. Its solemn covenants
are nol.n mere '‘scrap of paper." Practical.holi-
ness is nut fanaticism, for it is guided by the Word
of'God ami walks in “bis steps who did-no sin.”
God practices holiness, and so must we if we arc
like Him;"

It means holiness in'our physical lilt. We arc
to "eat or drink, or whatever we do,-for the glory
of God.” It-means lo clothe ourselves for health,
rather than'for display of our person: bathe,
sleep, wake, work and play for God. If our body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost, treat it reverently
and care for it for God. If your mouth belongs
tp God, do not put tobacco or whiskey into it;
for that insults God, and shortens life and your
power of service. -

It means holiness in your intellectual- Jife, your
reading, study, opinions, doctrines; "bringing every
thought and imagination into captivity to Christ."
It means loving trutfi and seeking' it with an hon-
est heart to put it in practice. Otherwise une is
not Jioly as God is holy.

It means to be.holy in political' life, hating and

It is not mere- .
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opposing every kind of sin, prohibiting every pub-,
lie evil.. 1tW ’arts.lo be holy in social life; no un-
godly companionships; no unholy Indies; no for-
‘'bidden marriages.
library,' clcan pictures, a- clean household where
Jesus might feel at h o m e . -

It means a clean parlor, a clcan

I, JI Is A I’ltOFESSt!) HUHA'tSS

God profeftses His-holiness;-and He never wea-
ries of telling us that He is holy. His command
'is;- "He ye yourselves .holy', for I'am holy," -Now,
plainly, we cannot have a holiness.like God's un-
less we have a similar disposition: to'.lei i(.:be
'known. A quotation was sent to me from a great
evangelist. He said, “If you become holy dr sanc-
tified you need not blow a horn about, it; people
will find it out without your telling them ” That
dear brother never said anything more; unwise.
He iriigbt as well have told his converts,” If you
mpet .converted kcvji still about-it. i You-need not
blow your horn; people will find it out." .Such
conduct as that would drive all the Christian reli-
gion from the earth. God said, "Ye are my wit-
nesses." 1’ossess and profess is the law and the
life of genuine Christian experience.

The Israelites.had to' briniti a basket of early
fruit to the place of worship, and profess before

mthe'priest: "t profess this day unto Jehovah.thy.
Cud." , . . And thou shall set it down before Je-
hovah thy God'and worship. , . Arid rejdice in,

all-the good which Jehovah thy God hath given
unto tlice” (0.eut. 26: 1-11), Frances Willard tells
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Ilagiasunen means'
ness.”

Hagioln means “holiness;-sanctify” [ W]

Ifagiazo inruns "lo separate., consecrate,” cleanse,
purify* sanctify." ¢

These Greek words do not mean “Swphession,"”
or ‘‘counteraction,” or."fdling," or ™ecstasy,"” or
“(e0.jpijweriw,” or “emotional experience.I They
mean petting rid of defilement." So the sin-question

the center of the holiness movement. Sin is the
deadly, damnable thing that God hafts, "It turned
the angels out of heaven, and. wrecked 'tht- earth,
and murdered the Son of Cod, and fills hell with
mtho.ic for'whom' Christ died." Holiness means get-
ting riil -.of sin, actual or inbred, sin in every form
mid kind anti decree. This is why the devil'and
wicked men and carnal preachers, arc so opposed
to the genuine holiness movement.

But there is also a,positive side tg.the blessing,
it is more than a cleansed heart. The heart is first
emptied of depravity and ivickedness, and then
)\Htd uit/j the. 1loly Spirit, and all the fruits 6} the
'Spirit,joy,: peace; goodness, patience, power and
love. ]

sanctifiaition, sanctify, holi-

'V.-¢lt'ls.a |’ehsgsal' Holiness ¢ .

There are those'who. profess to teach holiness.”
and who call themselves holy; only they say they
are not holy in ihemsefyes, they «re hffly In Jesus.
They imagine they have a legal, fictitious holiness
in Him: He is a covering for their vilcncss; and
God, when'He looks at them, does not see them,
but sees their covering—Jesus, In other words,

us pathetically that she. followed false advice, and m they try lo make themselves believe that God

kept still about her sanctification until she sud-
denly waked up lo thesawful fact that shir “had
nothing to keep still about.” .

God will have the glory, anil we must profess
the blessing or lose it. The disciples said,
cannot but speak the'things we saw and heard.”
We are witnesses of these things. The devil would
like to have us keep still and grieve the Spirit: and
Eose .the Messing, [

IV, It Is a Positive Holiness.

We are quite aware that (Jie negative side of
.holiness comes first—the cleansing from indwelling
sin.  So the sin-question is the blisis of the whole
subject of holiness. There can be no holiness at
all without Heljtinjr rid of the uncleanncss of the
heart. The very wards lor holiness awl sijjrlilka-
tion'mean cleansing from sin, N

Htigios means “pure, righteous, holy."
Hagiasmo: means "moral-purity, sanctification."

n . ' ; (5)

works a.deception on Himself, like a man looking
through green-colored glasses, who looks at a dry
tree and persuades himself that it"js Etcen,

This is bad theology; it is not Bible. What docs

«\We mOUT text say in the Greek and the revised version?

“Be ye yourselves also holy,” “Ye shall be holy
for 1 am holy." A Calvinist preacher said to us,
“1 have holiness; that is, | am not holy in myself,
but | am holy in Christ. God sees Him and not
me," Even Charles .Spurgeon preached in one pf
his sermons, “Arise, believer, and behold, thyself
perfect in Christ Jesus; Uct not thy sins shake
thy faith in the all-sufficiency of Jesus. . Thou art
with all thy depravity still in Him, and therefore
complete. Thou hast need of nothing beyond iyhat

is in Him. In Him. thou art just and pntirely
firm, in Him.an object of divint approval and
eternal love. Now,-as thou art, and; where thou

art, feeble, fkkli;, forgetful, frail in thyselft yet in
Him thou art al(,thal can.be desired. Thine uh-.
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rigWoUsness is covered, thy righteousness is ac-
cepted, thy strength perfected, ihy safety secured,
lhy heaven certain.” To tell people ‘full of sins
and depravity" such a message was a horrible per-
version of tnith. And there is no Scripture for
such rank anlin.omianism.

IV.. It'Js a Pt’RB HntINESS

It .<s ’pure because .the Holy Gliost lire has ,
burned carnality but. As God said in I5.ii.ili; “I
will turn my hand upon' Uiw; am! thoroughly

purge away thy dross-and .wilt'take away all thy"
tin”, (1; 25). . So also in Mnlachi: "He is like a'
srefiner's fire, and he will sit as a refiner. and puri-
"lier-.of silver. And he'will purify thir sons of Levi,
and -refine tht'ifl as Sold and silver; and they shall
offer , unto -Jehovah offering in righteousness”.
(3; 3,4); “Every one that hath this hope pel on
him purilieth himself, even as he is pure.” Scrip-
tural holiness has the holy Christ.-(dr its model. ,
A man-gets a degree’of holiness—holiness of out-
ward conduct in regeneration. He henceforth does
not lie, or swear,.or steal, or get drunk, or wilfully *
fin in regeneration.. But real huliness goes deeper
than the outer conduct,, and cleanses us Stum the.'
indwelling- sin.. That inbred sin-principie whichi
Lights against our piety and makes us jealous, and
revengeful, and.wilful,, and passionate, and hot-
tempered, and selfish, and self-indulgent, must be
ami -is consumed by (he fire’of the Holy. .Ghost
before we have the holiness described in the text
that makes its “holy like" God” -ami "pure, as He
jChrist 1. is purei”., " ]

VII. 1t Is a Pnssmii. Holiness

We know it is'.possible formany unanswerable -
reasons, (t) jesu-s prayed for; it (John 17), (2)
Jesus died for it. “Christ loved the church .md

.gave himself for-it that he might sanctify it, hav-
ing .cleansed it” (Epli. 5; 25).- (3) -Jesus com-
mhnded it (Matt; ,5; 4S), (4) He calls us to it

.'(1 Thess. 4: (5) lie promises it.' "Faithfill is
he that calleth you, who also.will do it" (I Thess.-
5; 241. (<i) He baptizes us with the Holy Ghost
and. lire lo .produce it in our hearts. ,,For these six

best of all reasons"we-, know we can have this

blessing. m ’ .

VI, It.ls A I’KESKSt Hol.INIL.SS \Y
Jesus'-never -sought holiness," He./tin7 it. God

does no! k-ek or try to grow into .holiness; He has
it now. And our*-is to be .like"God's,.a' present
holiness. God says under oath that we may have
"it how ,ipd all the days of our life (Luke 1: 73-75").
In our text we are commanded In the aorisl tense

(6)
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.(ucnesthetc) “tie ye mire, holy like God."
We cannot lie absolute, self-contained, independent
and self-sufficient in holiness like God. But ours
derived from Him and induced by His lloly Spirit
baptism can be in quality like God's holiness, as a
thimbleful of Ocean water is like the ocean. Thus
we can have a perfect, practical, professed, ‘posi-
live, ‘personal, pure, possi/ilr, present holiness. All
praise loHlie Gpd of our salvation; Jesus Christ
then' hi'L'ivijesvOur wisdom- from God, and justifica-
tion, anil sanctifiration; and some-sweet day He’l

.will bring us.lo .glorification and an eternal heaven.

Jesus shall not have prayed and died in vain. “He
shall see of .the travail of hi? soul and be satisfied."

THE SIZE OF A CHRISTIAN'S HEART

.The heart iif a. Christian, should he twenty-
five thousand miles in circumference. A heart'
smaller than lhal-'i.s not larue enough because it
is .not woriil-la.rp«!.--//«(irl. tintl-Ufe;"

IN HIS PRESENCE
‘1 here-.is a place of quiet r’sling.
In the presence of my God,
A lime'for walking slowly
in Ihe path my Savior tirod;
.(In the. Island of Temptation,
On the Plain of Victory;
In the Valley of the. Shadow, ,
Where He' lived il All for me,

Thefr.Va secret found h> trusting m
Brings abundant peace, and jo\‘,
Eilts the heart with glad thanksgiving
That this world cannot destroy,

fils- the secret of His presence,

His indwelling grace so free;

(Oh, it fills my soul with yearning
Hur-the-Christ ol Calvary!—F.xchimne:'

Injuries hurt not -more in the receiving than
in the remembrance. A small injury shall go as".--
it comes; a great injury may dine or sup with
me, but no.je at all shall lodge with me. Why
should 1 vex myself because another man hath
vexed mil? Grief for things past that cannot be
remedied, and care for things to come that can-
not be prevented, may easily hurt, but can never
benefit me. Twill therefore commit myself to.'
God in both, and enjoy the present.—Joseph
Hall. ;

’
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EXPOSITIONAL

MESSAGES FROM ISAIAH
Ol ivk M. Winchester.

u‘'mlo ItVUKii Wilt-Ye'Liken Omit"

Ul*. most fundamental truth in tiur'ri'Unioiis

belief is our faith ill a supreme being. Hcing

brought up in ;i Christian environment as
many of us have, .this has -been awrtmat.ii? with the

moit of uf and'thuswe liuve not considered its .

fundamentally in its different aspects. That there
is a God,dial He has brought tin's universe into
being with nil-of ils varied forms-of life, we ac-
knowledge With ;iii of au'r.hearts and worship and
bow down. Bui such'-belief is not always current;
eeven in o«r own day. Many there are who deny
mthe existence of God, ami many more who have a
semblance of faith in a reality behind this present .
mworld, attribute to -lhe. existence o' God only a
. vague.and ’indefinable essence.Such a belief as
Iliis does riot satisfy the heart of man; it .-may
have ..its, appeal to some-,who. class' ‘themselves as

«intellectuals, hut the ¢inner-Tonsinfi* of man 'which m .

reach out for communion and. iHJinv-iiii"). will) a
Being higher'than himself. are not met. While it
is true" of our day that many have no dear .under-
standing of the existence of a supreme supernat-i
mural Ueing, so much the more, so was it in the,
mdays of the prophet Tsai.-ifi.

There have been many ways of approaching tile
study of Ilic nature and attributesof God; various
lines of argument have been (leduced for the ex-
istence of God and many’‘classific.Uions have been
formed of the attributes: Hut- the. tendency. of
these latter days is to reduce in number the vari-
ous attributes and gather them under.a few main
heads, of these Knudioii states three, absoluteness,
personality and goodpkess... Such themes as these
mare sel forth in the earfy chapters ol the second
part of the great-prophetic work of the statesman
Jiropliel,lsaiah.

m GOD, THE INCOMPARABLE

While the prophet Amos had caught a vision of
the supreme majesty of the God of Israel, yet that
vision is-transcended by far in the prophet Isaiah.

.No prophet in Israel was caught away in thought,
in crandeur of conception of a Being who ruled

o

J

over, not only Israel but the nations of tjie earth
as lIsaiah.. He teaches, us more about God than
any other iirophei of the OJil Testament days:

, Although the. views .which Isaiah set forth are
sui h*asWe regard as the natural attributes of-'Re-
ity, that we cannot conceive of God in real,
thought without attributing’ such cunets)itions, yet.
.when we consider the .dark bxekprount! ol his day,
ilit- presence of idolatry on every hand, the assign-.’
ment of actual supernatural powers to Rods of
wood and stone, then these vijjsws stand forth in
greater relief, and indicate to us ihc workings of a
mind deeply imbued with the'inspiring power of
the. Holy Spirit -rcveifltni*. the things of God'unto
man. ‘'m ' * 0 e

:Announcing the' coming of Jjhe Lord.God as a
niijhly nlie.to deliver Israel, the prophet dwells
upon (lie manifestations of His pinyer. He in-'
<iuiie* in rhetorical questions: '.mm.-'

"U fio hath nieasureiJ the waters in the'hollow
of hi;; hand, and meted out heaven with the epan>
arid comprehended the dust .of the earth in a meas-
ure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the’
‘hilts’iti a balance? Who'hath directed the spirit
ol the Lord,- or being his counselJoi; hath taught
him? With whom took he counsel, and who in-,
slructed him, and taught him in the path of judg-
ment, and taught .him knowledge, and shewed lo
him the wav of understanding? ‘.'Behold,'the na-
tions are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted
as Ihe small (lust of the balance: hehoidthe taketh
uj> the isles as a very little tiling. And Lebanon
is nol sufficient to burn, nor the beaststhereof suf-
ficient for a burnt offering. All the nations are as
nothing before him.; they are counted to him less
than nothing, and vanity. To whom then wilt yc
liken God? or whaL likenesswill yc compare unto
him?" (}0): 2-1-8,/Moulton's translation).. *

m Speaking of the grandeur of the passage, Skinner
says, “It is a meditation or homily on the immeas-
urable greatness and power and wisdom of Jeho-
vah, 'the Creator, as displayed in the works of .na-
ture and in (tie government of the World | and the
expansion of the idea Of vs. 6-8. The argument
from creation is handled with a boldness of con-.



U'j>Jion and freedom of imagination to which then*

is nuthim: equal in the earlier literature, ami the

frequent appeal to-it on the part of this prophet

mmay be held to mark a distinct advanti' in Israel®¥

consciousness of Cod, coinciding generally with the'
period of.the ekile. The practical aim which Hit*.
writer has in view appears from vs. 27 ff.; it is to .
counteract' the unbelief and despondency of his

fellow countrymen and to inspire them "with some

true sense of the infinitude of Jchovahj their own

God, who has addressed-to them the consolation

of vs, M J,” Then Jir continues by outlining the

argument as follows?

“The greatness of Jehovah is illustrated by the
magnitude oi -His operation as Creator (v. 12), by .
the perfection and self-sufficiency of fits knowl-
edge (vs. 13, 141, and by tho'insignificance in
‘comparison wiih Him of all lhal exists (vs. 15-
A71). i D

After a dissertation upon the folly of idolatry,
the prophet breaks forth into .'another sseries-oi
question’'s.which bear upon the same thought,

“Have ye not known? Have yo not heard?
Hath it not been told you from the beginning?
Have ye not underwood from the'foundations’
' of the earth ,

It is he that s.itteth upon the circle of the earth,

And the inhabitants thereof arc as grasshoppers;
That strctcheth out the heavens ps a curtain, '
And spreadet'’h then: out .as a tent to dwell

in: ... u)
'To whom then nill ye liken me, or shail. | be
equal?' saith the Holy One. :
', . Lift-up your eyes on high, /

And behold who hath created.these things,
That bringeth but their host by number:
He callcth them all by names . ,

By the greatness of his might, for that lie is

1strong in power;

Not one failcth” (40: 21, 22, 25, 26).

*Ha”ihg spokeh of the works of creation, Isaiah
then takes up a special instance which, indicates’
(he absolute power of the Lord, their'God. Jn
proclaiming deliverance to the :captivc Israelites
and directing that deliverance, hc anndunces the
person who shall be the agent in carrying it into
effect..

“Who raised up the righteous man from the cast,
Called him to his foot,’ ¢
Gave the* nations before-him, and made him

rule over kings? . ..

,Who hath wrousht and done jt, '

Calling the.generations from the beginning? '

I am ilie Lord, the first,

And with the last; | am hi™ (41: 2, AY.
« Continuing-the message of consolation to the
eliles and the scathing rebuke of idolatrous wor-
ship, Isaiah supports his proof further by' the pre-
dictions that are heralded through the. word of
Jehovah:
VvThu~ saith the Lord, the King of.Israel,
And his redeemer, the Lordof-hosts;
| am the first, and | am thelast;
And besides me there is no God.-
And who, as IT shall call, , '
And shall declare it, and set it in order for me.
Sinctl| appointed the ancicni people? '
And the things that are coming and shall come,
' let (hen), .shew-unto them. '
.I'Var ye not, neilher be afraid;
Have not | toft! thee from tli.lt time,
And have declared it? ye arc my witnesses.
fs there a God besides’'me? =m
Y”7i, there is nn God; 1 know not any" (44:

m' J>Gon, a Personal Being .

. .While the thought of personality was not otic
of the issues of (he day when the prophet Isaiah,
lived, ye! as we study bis conception of God, we-
find that he had no inferior thought regarding the
personal attributes of the divine Being, In fact in
dils .denunciation-of idolatry he contrasts the im-
personality and utter worthlessness of these ob-'
jects of worship because of their lack of any in-
herent powers of sdftood. .-

Describing the vanity of idolatry the thought
centers first upon the fact that tlie men themselves
who form the idols arc-“all of them vanity." Al-
though persons, they, do not represent the highest
expression of personality: Thus it is that the thing
formed cannot be greater than the one who made,
it, .Moreover when at any time have they formed
any idol thal has been of profit? Making the
thought more realistic a picture of the manufacture
of idols > drawn;

' "And the workmen, they arc of men:

Let them all be gathered together, let them
stand lip.'

Vet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed
together.

The smith with the tongs both workcth in the

. .coals, .

And fashioncth it with hammers.

And worketh it with the strength of his arms:
Vea, he is hungry, and his strength fallelh:wf
He drmketh not water, and is faint.

\'m
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The carpenter strrichcth out his rule; he mark-' -"there arc explicit sinfcmciits-af the fact and the

clh' >rout with a lino;
He fitteili it with;platieS, and he marketh it
out with tire compass,
Ami niaketh it-after the- figure of- a man. iaiv
cording to the beauty of a man;
Thai it may remain in the house. \
lie hewetli him down cedars, and takulh the
., cypress and the oak,,
mWhich'he strenglhcncth for himself among.thc
;trees of the forest:
He planteih an ash, and the- rain doth nour-
'isK'it .-
Then shall it be for a Wan to burn:
for he .will take thereof, and warm himself;
Yea, he kindleth it, and baketli bread;
' Yea, he makelh a god, and'vorshippeth it;

Hcmakecth it a graven image, and fallelh down'
thereto

He burneth part thereof ill the fire;
With part thereof be eateth flesh;
Ho roistrth roast, and is satisfied:
Yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, AIW .
I-.am tvarm, | have sccii the fire;
And the residue thereof he maketh a god/even
his graven image: ,
He falleth down unto it, and wurshippcth.it,
and prayetli unto it,
And saith; Deliver me; for thou arl my god"
(44:12-17).
No more incisive denunciation of idolatry -.could
be drawn than is given here in the delineation of
the fact that from the same material that a man
uses to obtain heat, and bake his bread, he makes
his idol. The idol then has no more of personal
life, than the stick or.stock thrown into the fire,
Hut we find more distinctive marks of personal-
ity "than in this contrast. This is simply excluding
other gods from the realm of personal being and
docs not -approach the positive side of proof' that
the God of Israel is personal. For such evidence

wei tiilm fo some of-.the passages already qurtted
wherein.all,the attributes of being are expressed;

we see self-conscious existence, even from eternity,,.

then we see self-determination and purpose ex-
pressed especially here in the compassion for Israel
in the steadfast will to deliver them,

A RicitTtous Gop
The last attribute assigned unto Deity in the
tiirccfald category was goodness or righteousness,
The righteousness of the God of Israel is depicted
ii) two ways in these chapters, one directly where

. other by inference, the acts being those of a-right'
eous God. We hear the prophet proclaiming the
words of Jehovah:
“* the Lord have called thui in' righteousness”
- . ‘
“The L"" is «=~H for hi* righteousness'
M#ic (42.21a), [ I |
‘ "The word k gone out of my mouth .in rikht:
wiums5
"Surely shall.one payl in (he Lord have | righl-
lou.'tn.-s and strength . (45: 24a). ]
When wc consider the argument from inference,-
Ihe >llri)ilfc “f redemption is the act of a.rfehteous-
t:i<ul” alld th« compassion expressed therein.cometh
>rth. from only mercy and goodness.
“Ut shalt fm | kh ~ock Ukc a “epherd-;.
. ,Uc shaU mother thum bs with kh arm,/

L R Ga>- m

forfy i’1 his btisom,
*-And shall gently had those that are,with young"
MO - 11).
“lIr*hrlh *> M e
,0 them that have no mitftt he incrciuelh
. strength (40:20).

A wilt.slrettgthen thee; .vco, / wYf help thee;
dr«. I, wM. uphold thtr’ttith the- right.hatid.of
, righteousness * (41:10).
Tluse -with many, other passages may be riled as
indicative.of a righteous and merciful God.
, Phaciic.u. Arri-icATios'

1 hroiighnut these chapters there are many. teNts
wh’ich are .suitable and tilled with inspiring-truths,
. To bring out the power arid might of God, our
Father, instills courage into the struggling heart;
to note His mercy and compassion in every act of
redemption stirs the soul to love and gratitude; to
c>,si')cr “*e providential .care ever exercised over
1*>g' " 10 call,upon the name of the Lord fillsthe
A%art with comfort. Such mcffapes may be found
in lilcsc chapters and many a sermon rich with rc-
*w»'™<*> and truth may be developed; '

S I P

1 F'l.-TS-

I* is among thc ignorant, the oul-of-the-wav,

the commonplace, that the Christian's .-daily lot
is.so. frequently,thrown; and their daily appeals
marc lo him as sirred as those which come more
seldom and with a louder knocking at thc gate.
That Christianity .should, so fit in with the ordi-
nary.,and mediocre has always seemed to me a
proof of ils crowning excellence,—DclRA GiiaS-

wki.l in Heart-and Life. ,

9)
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THE PREACHER'S MAOAZIXE.

DOCTRINAL

CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE UGHT OF
TODAY ¢ ;

ClIA-TKR TIItO.1; o
<Thc Doctrine of God and Pretest Day Knowl-
edge
Hash. Mii.u.h

hrough tivc ccenttUu”® the enemies. of
I Christianity have made rheir.Irtmfa! attack
.upon du* doctrine uf God;. For at the.rout

of all Christian belief is (hi' fundamental truth.
If the personality of God aflirmcd then it is
cas'v. !o establish Iln- remainin'/ .dogmas \viiich
make up the creed. tf th¥ unity and absoluteness
of tlu’mDivine One lie posted then it is notdifficull
tomddine. from this-1he dodriix' of the Trinity,
lhr reality of human" pct>onajiiy, the divine crea-
tion ol thi? universe, e(c.
God is (hilcenter around which tl/ie ciitirc -
olotficitl body revolves' Remove this truth and
: there is mVfoundation upon-which to construct a
logical system ofmbelief... It has nut always hikn
nectary for the op|n'iiiei>Is of Christunity to deny
the existence id GiNVusually they have souhlil to
siditrack Christian belief upon snme'such view uf

the Almighty 'as jha< of deism, pifnlheisnt," ii«no!>: .

mlia>rnf etc, .o

m if God is deistlc., they ar(!Uc, theifllis personal-
ity. becomes a chimera. Or if He is pantheistic,
(here t''irjixfi be one God jn whom is'localized all
those attributes which make nece-sary amdivine

spark in man, the creation of the universe, (he cx- .

isletice i>' reward 'and pimislinirnls,' the necessity
of forsivciMNi anil all thus*' beliefs which find their
pivot in the sacrifice wliirh Christemade, (or sin.

Vntvs oi' thk Natvhk in' CiiD .

TfirniiKh .the centuries (here have appeared va-
rious visnvs id the nature of God. To the deists,
God became. a materialistic substance which com-
posed the wiinfe of the directing aceticy of -Hie
universe. While He might have had a -personality,
(his was not necessary. Whatever this nature
might have been. He stood apart from thc proc-
esses. of controlling that which He had brought

into existence, and submitted. Himself to the forr '

through the'medium oi secondary principles and
laws. m - .

The pantheist' looked, upon him' <s ihe.);a.sir sub-
stance of which the universe was formed, All of
it was bill an appearance of the reality t)f the
composing Whole. Man. was a jwrt.nf. (iod, .ftir
(ifid ivas (he entity which' made up air things in.
slhe mm~se.. Sometimes this took the form, of
materialism, in which the. principle of. mcntalism
was cast-aside front all- belief. m There were no
.mental functions necessary at albin the process oi

control, or the original process of bringing lhis_

entire mass into existence.- Alans mind became a
phantom, At other limes this took ilic route of-
idealism, wherein there-was no reality to any form
but which appeared as mind. Matter did not exist
ui all.

JV-~silily as deadly a mode.of beliet concerning

the Absolute One has-becii'that of agnosticism. It .

does not deny His existence, question His person-
ality, nor try 1» reason iibout His relationship tit
die universe. It simply, affirms that it does not
know.

Il the past'few' decades of,belief views of Gut!
have gone under .the regulation'of that all-pervad-
*ing principle uf evolution; If that winch one has
been led to believe concerning God does not square
itself with Ilii- supposed -ciclitiln- dictum of evolu-
tion, then uni' tnU< alter his position'concerning
God. There, can be no.middle ground. If one be-
lieves in 'evolution’, then creation by. tlie Almighty
is out of thc question.: If one holds to this scien-
tific principle, so we are told,, providencc becomes
unnecessary, and,in.its place we must build up a
mental afiirmalion concerning the relationship .of
man and the. universe to God Which is undei*thc
supervision of supposed all-inclusive laws .which'
regulate .life 'in its 'completion. Prayer is out of
the.question. in that the regulation.of laws is en-
tirely mechanistic, imil God caiinot'break the reiun
of these principle?.

At lirnt’s while the doctrine ol God’ mxistence i

has been held, there have appeared various shades
of opinion concerning the nature of the Ifnty One.

mula of the general scheme of regulating' nature's To one He appeared ivilhnut personality. To an-
(101
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other IK' was dualistie in nature, being'composed
of two principles, life ami death, light anil dark-
ness, Koodness and badness in opposition.." Again
His* unify was denied, the trimly was 'questioned
liile absoluteness was mil affirmed. .

Thk Christian View .

. In opposition to. these turnip of denial of the"
view of God which has been held by the Church
we usually find a concerted system of belief which
die'body ol Christendom has always looked upon
.as -fundamental. Whatever the. age this has re-'
tii,-lined somewhat static. Hut few additions iiavc
been accrued by it during the centuries. Of course
tiie emphasis upon His nature'has shifted to meet
the opposition of (he enenjies of the Church..lJur-
iiiH one period it might have been the personality
of Gutl which was stressed, for deism would deny,
this. Qr it might have been the unity, of God
which was held up to the searching light of Chris-
tian scholarship, lor .the enemies of'the Church
would present gods and not'God as the final form.

.Sonic thci>loj;ians stressed the spirituality and
‘'holiness of this’Almighty to-stcin the/growing, tide
of sin anil iniquity which was.sweeping the world;
When materialism fe strong; naturally we would ,
expuct. to liml the defenders of Christian belief
jilaciiiK their emphasis upon the -spiritual, mental,
personalistic views of the Absolute. One. Evolu-
tion has,made it necessary for lis to go' back over-
these grounds and re-establish Ilis personality, and
to connect God with the active regulation of the
world ;tnd ltumanily. It likewise gave birth to'H
new, examination of the personalistic grounds of
His nature! -The modern view of personalism has
lieen born, sired by that noble Christian thinker,
Borden 1'. Bowne, under the scathing influence of
materialistic evolution.

Since the days of Origen, who has been the fa-
ther <U/ the doctrine of God, the peneral outlines
of belief about, the Almighty have been fairly well
formed. It niay be better to affirm,that it was
Origen who sponsored the doctrine of Cod as his
great contribution to theological science, as Luther
sponsored the doctrine of justification by faith>
William Law, the belief in'Christian perfection, -

mAugustine,, the nature ot man and sin, and Athan-
asius, the deity of Christ!

Origen taught Us to believe that God existed as
the absolute One. JJe is holy in nature, of one
personality. For him the true reality in the uni-
verse was the being of God, God existed, and
whatever else one held was forced fo come under
this formula. '
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" GI> in Christian DKkliel’

/, In the field of Christian theology we have held
that ticnl exists, of ivhiVIli there is nu denial. Then
is'He spiritual in nature, and likewise He demands
spirituality or holiness in His creatures. The form
He takes is.of mentalism—basic i* His existence is m
mind and not matter. He is not materialistic,
though ii was He who gave form'to matter and a
material universe. Supreme in His make-up is
mind, lie is the'Absolute One, who when all else
falls.into decay shall exist' .on. He is uncreated,
from eternity to eternity. There was never a time
when He did not exist,-and there will never be a
tinie when lie does not exist. .

As to His, personality, this has been held to be
i unit:;: Tlure is one Gmi; who is supreme, abso>
. lute, the .final form. There are no sods, and-.what- =
ever form might haVe been born during the Chris-
tian, centuries concerning the composition of the
Ahnighty's nature, He remained a unity,, undivis*,
ible. When Athanasius argued [or the deity of
Christ,-and a place for Him in the Godliead, in
ntnvise did the true, body'of belief give place for
a I»i)ni'est lo all idea that there thus became more-,
than one God, ‘'Later on when the Holy Spirit
received a.-place, in the same category,, this; unity
was also 'held. Alen have;,never -yet. reasoned
ilnougli'to a conclusion as to how and why there
are. three personalities and one. substance to the
Godhead.. We do', know,-however, that the for-
mula ..which Origen laid, down concerning the idea
of God's existence, set a bound around. His unity
which would admit of nothing (hat would for one
instant deny the correlation of all elements which
make up His.nature into'one genuine whole.

Goii became — to employ the 'older'terms of
Christiai] theology—omnipotent, that, is, He is all
powerful;" omnipresent, or all pervading, and all
knowing, or omniscient. Beyond'the bounds of
the Almighty nothing existed which was not in-
cluded in the sweep'of His personality. If space
and lime be infinite, far beyond them Godisv m
'Christian belief early gave place to the deity, of
Christ in the Godhead, as well as to the personal’
ily of the lloly Spirit.mSince the first days of the
Church God was the agent of creation. Not once
did the thinkers of Christendom dare to doubt
His creative activity in brinping into existence the
universe. (It remained for materialistic evolution-
ists to deny this,; and give the place of creation to
this all pervadinj; influence. Christian belief holds
to the activity of God in providencc. It reasons,
that since God created He upholds, sustains. Prayer
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:likewise find.* a plate in this system for if God '

controls- the'-uniycrsc in a.systematic manner, to
wlu'di wt have ttiven the title-of laivs of nature,
then lie can alt.c'r those laws for the benefit of His
children. ., !

God also made provision for man’s sin and re-
demption. The very.earfiesl of Christian thinkers
bore this heavily in mind. It remained for Au-
gustine to.'work out the most systematic statement
o'/ (lie faU of man asid his redemption that the
Church had received. , It was God to whom they
looked for sustaining grace in.the hour of death,
and lo whom they cast their eyes for mercy in the
"great and final day of.his wrath.’l He gave- to
thtm their rewards and meted out to the unjust
their punishments. m

This is the place God has held, through the cen-
turies in Christian belici, Vie has beenlthought of
as all-sustaining, existing alone as a complete unily
throughout all eternity. He did notnm | man tii
act-as a supplement-to His nature, nor does (hr
material universe complete Ilis final essence. He
is all pervading throughout (he universe, yet not
an integral part of it. While immanent in the
world, yet He transcends all its bounds. , -

'm M odkhv Dtiimr avh (!od

Modern doubt among so-called Christian think-'
ers has tried to east a shadow around the God of
Christian belief. The first great error which the-
agc has soon arise has been one that doubts His
personality. God thus becomes a bundle of farces,
a .system of tavvs which regulates the universe.
Naturally (his takes-on a materialistic cast, and
the universe is more or less looked ujion as the
basic substance composing God. While the exist-'
-cntc of Gocl was not entirely doubted, still the
vital elements which gavp warmth to Christian
theology, making possible prayer, redeeming grace,
providence, etc., were cast aside, and the personal-,
ity Ol God was eliminated from-the scheme. God
became a machine, the laws.of nature personified.

It remained ior a group of Christian philoso-
phers, trained in Christian theology, lo give birth
to a new movement in religious metaphysics. The
leader of this band was Borden P. Bowne, long at
the head of the department of philosophy at Bos-
ton University. The new movement is known as
Personalism. Basic to this is the conccption of

applied to the system which, controls, the entire
material organism. In this personality exists a
mind of siiprfiiienivbrih, of ihe highest capabilities,
of infinite siveep. Spirituality is one of the chief
characteristics df it. -
Personalism hereby lays the philosophic founda-
tion upon which Christian thinkers, construct their

m organized budy of Christian belief. This system

is iinlnittresscd by the dogmas of biblical litera-
ture. Ala»V highest thinking on religious themes
is thus supplemented by the leaching of the Bible.

-..-Rather the doctrines of (he Bible are sustained by
the keenest Teasuning of the human 'intcllect.;

From-this course .of teachinj ver God,
a Personality of abs
stance of the univenieM
Origen, the fathc
God, stated in modern phitosopfi
has M'ijainerl the guiding star by which all
systematic theologians of tjic centuries have

The’inoilern.scientific age has tried tfilook Upon’
tlie universe as of eternal,-existence., There Was
not, so reason the protagonists of this scheme, a
time when the material substance, of the worlds
did not exist. Hence there, was no need of a God
who w'oilld create a material .world and all the
heavenly attemSants of a material natufe. Per-
. winatisin at once answers back that the guiding
-power'of the universe is mjnri and not matter,
that in ihe plan of tilings the ascendancy must be
given to'mental functions, and hence thlit an eter-
nal material universe is unthinkalile.-

We come back at once to ihe conclusion 'stated.
in-the first verses of the Bihje that “in the begin-
ning God created,” Priority of existence must be
given to the- force of power which stands first in
the chain of cause and effect. The mind molds
matter, and not vice versa. Hence first: tomes
mind as-the caiise, and matter as tin*'effect. This
staled in terms of personalism tneans that “in the
beginning God existed, and in (lie course of time
He created.” In'terms of the creed this reads, “I

m believe in God, maker of the heavens and the
earth.” ’

Whichever nay you may turn at the end of the
road stands God. The greatest argument for His
existence is that- of personalism. God exists be-

the background of the universe as pcrsopalistic. e.cause in the universe mind exists, man is Controlled

It is a universe in which personality is supreme,,-
Its laws arc those which have originated in a per-
sonality of absolute power. Mentalism is a term

by mind, and is constituted a living soul. To ac-
count for mind in man,, and a soul as his essential:
substance, mind in God and spirituality in Him m

(12). v DAV
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arc demanded..'
sion.

There' is no -escaping; tliis conclu-

A -
organism points to an originator whose

basic fabric is nicn'talism. A spiritual being, such

as man is, indicates an -Absolute Spiritual Hein*;,

as its cauie. This spiritual being \ve call God.

A material universe points to*a creator.
mental

[ 0o0i) and mi; Unil khsk
The'nimlern age. W controlled liy the. latest die-
In the
study of the scientific-phenomena laws of gn un-
variable rutufc rule supreme. - The sun arises ac-
cording to a prearranged plan. Aloms,-mQlecules,
protons, mi.t accordinK to.a definite scheme, in an
unchanging method. These laws seem to be'un-
breakable. Hence the scientist, whose dicta be-
come the sermons of half-baked theologues, affirm
that there is no place for the will of God.in the
material universe. He is not too fast in affirming
his doubt, in the existence of God, rather he has-
tily tells you that whether or not He is, it makes
no difference, for there is no place: for God's will
to lie operative in the muniverse.. m

Him of-science, ami this is materialistic.

- This then spells doom for all those basic ideas
which Christifiubelief'holds as fundamental con-
cerning providence, prayer, and the action ofGod
upon tin! laws of.nature which we term miracles..
If laws rule, and they arc Unchanging then a mir-
acle becomes an impossibility. Providence is a
substitute for system, and' prayer, beneficial only
as it reacts upon the one who offers it in a.sub-
jective sense, is impossible of being'answered.

To come back again to the original, idea of pcr-
4onalism, we find God as the Mind of the Uni-
.verse* and these laws, so organized as the control;
ling principles.of the universe by the scientist, are’
but the modus upermidi by which the mind of God

. rules in the material sphere, If Grid's mind cre-
ated, established these laws, then the same mind,
as the/Original' Cause, can alter such laws as.is
necessary. ’ Providence then is n6t an impossibil-
ity; fur since God originated man and the material
sphere, it is possible that He can alter the same
conditions for the; benefit of His children.

The modem view of prayer can be tested by
the same course of reasoning. The most Udvanced
in their agnostic thinking ivill not tvIl man to
cease from his praying. For there are certain cre-
ative emotional forces released by prayer which .
react upon the mental and spiritual, as well aii
material, mechanism of man. No man can pray
without having the storms of his soul calmed.
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This assurance which prayer affords so rests the
heart, stills the-tempests that were answers impos--

' sible, it would be beneficial for one to pray. There
are impulses toward right which prayer, from the
purely psychological standpoint, energizes. . The
dynamo of the emotional life is recharged through
the prayer process.

The scientist and the modern religious humanist
would have us stop here, anil say this is all. BUt
the Bible doctrine of "prayer can stand the test of
science. If God created, brought into existence
man anil the material universe, and if His will is
the laivs of nature, and since providence isbutthe .
'operation-of the will of God upon these laws, then
"it is not impossible for.-man lo pray and be an-
swered-

The dictum of personalism must become that of
Che theologian. God’s mind created, and God’s
mind can alter. Then if man ,comes into contact
wilh the Almighty, this same will answer his cry.
It is right -here that modern speculative theism
fails. Wec are (old that God. exists all right; but
the God of speculative thdists is, not one who -will
turn His face'to His children, nor hear the prayer

; of a sinner.' This is not enough. The God of the
Christian must be one of redeeming Iqve, whose
.ears are inclined to man's prayer, andwhose hands
‘are outstretched to-the wayward sinner.

Who Is God?

The question around which the modern intel-
lectual storm rages is this one, Who Is God? The
Christian ans\ver has always been—the God of the
Uib'lc, He is God.. The answer of the materialists
has been that ihe universe in its materialistic form
is final, eternal, and hencc what we. have becn-
taught to look upon as G<id, is nothing else but afl
eternal material organism. A third answer has
swept jn during the past three or four’ycitrs like-
a fluodtide.- U is'this:' Man isGod . m

The name that Ihi,s movement has assumed is
Humanism, . Humanism has* turned the telescope
with which tile theologian has scanned the exist-
ence and personal characlcrists of deity upon
man, and- cried out, "Behold God in the' form of
man." The humanist focused the microscope of
the scientist, upon the mental and emotional life
of man, and cricd otit,"*Hcrc is that for which we
have sought—a deity within, fit to be set upon
the pedestal of worship. ,

All that historic ChrisuaH thinking has stated as
true concerning God, the humanist denies. Does
he exist?. If so, only in the exalted being of man,
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the highest form of existence in the universe. Or
he may Answer,-(hat if God dues exist,, we cannot

he certain of it, and for all practical purposes the(

deity of life is man. This is the old agnostic po-
sition of doubt and uncertainty, and ivht-n such is
found, rest assured that man is treated as god,
and thc true existence.of the Almighty is cast
aside. Back of it ail stands the'former materialism
of Hit yesterdays which denied the fact of God.

To, this has. been added the evolutionary scheme

for thc origin, of. man from an'eternal material.

universe. The first spark of life came out of-the
original matter in unorganized form; from this life
spark gradually there emerged higher forms of life,
until mental'and:emotional qualities ‘were added
and finally.(lerfccted. Then we Imve man,

ffumanism is hut materialism based upon evo-
lution, The humanist hcRins to magnify the qual-
ifies which lie finds in man’s mechanism, and raises
these to*the. highest degree, and from the process
comes God. There is no need for « redeeming
Savior, and Christ becomes'a m;in who embodied
in his personality a greater amount of the fabric
of super humanity. [f’man pray,s'it is but to
thiui'elf. If ht-iseeks salvation, there is no need tor
this, for he has not fallen, hut rather needs the
good in him refined by a process of cultural elari-
fication. Providence? the humanist asks. What
do you mean? Is it the natural process of life?
Is if the course of .event* which follow in a series
of unbreakable links? i so, then llg believes in
providence. If not, tjien there is no providence,
for man’ instruments of research discover an mi-
: alterable course- of events which control the ma-
terial universe, and in such there is no place for
providence. < '

We are back where we started. Will. Christian
'‘belief stand the test of humani.sp)? It has stood
these tests in} the'centuries past, and answered
these-same, objections in oilier, cloaks. Arius de-
e nied thc divinity of Christ, and made Him a su-
. perman, which humanism has done. The Church
wrote ftlioquc (snd the Son) into the creed and
Arius and humnnism have, their answer.
tried the same in a later, century, but the modern
line of Christian defenders from-the days of Lu-
ther on have answered him,- The,deists gave.us a
god, possibly responsible for thc material universe,
but they turned.thc control of this universe over
to laws and secondary causcs. Such thinkers as
Butler and Paley answered the deists, and einci-
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dentally if the humanist will go back (u'the argu-
ments of these men, he will find his, answer.

Materialism in it* boldest form never dreamed
of going as far as humanism docs-in denying the

existence of (Jod, ami Jetting man up iri Ili.s sfe.'irl.
itiit the.arguments which routed ancient niaterial-
isnt will likewise answer humanism.. ,
Tiie answer to -them .j« this; .tiod - as a
;-i-parate unity, whose basic fabric' is mentalism.
He is-a' personality raised to the supreme', degree
of worth, and as such is transcendent to man and
She 'material universe'.'- .The god of humanism,
which is mini, is hut a spark of divinity which is
assumed to reside jn 'man raised to the absolute.
This is the old untenable position' of divine immii:
neiHT, which in its final form became 'either ideal-
istic nr materialistic panthi-ii-m, -where (iod became '
the-all, and all that existed was but a manifesta-*
tion of (icid.

These arguments have been answered-in formci
and lind their cumulative answer in
P<*r.-»natism.,’ basic to which is the personality, of
the World-Ground, or lind, , The Christian belief
of (jnd comes out of modern doubt unscathed ;ind

.stands in a clearer light after any investigation,.

THE LAW OF USE =

"[ am ;dmnsl ,i''r;dd to,use'this beautiful table,”
said'the owner. The'cabinet-maker ran his hand
over tlie smooth, polished' surface, and felt of.
‘the-thickness of the wood. '‘Wliat are you afraid
of V' lie asked hru'sgiiejy,." “ You can not Wear
(Hit iltii! talije. . Wiy, do you know they would
make fifty veneered tallies out of the .wood you'vr
got in lliis;onerr But iliis—the riiijre you iise'it
the better for il, niadam." ,

“You are too bright and lovely to be wearing
yourself mut doin® so much for other people,”
said one.girl'to another. *l can not lie made of
very good stuff to bygin with then'," was the girls
retort.  "Trying -to live happily." with -one's
-neighbors.never wore anybody out yet, unless
the person H.is of such thin veneer that she was .
afraid that some people-would lind her out,".

There is one law> for the solid people and for
the solid -woods, that is the law of -well-sunned,-
well-aired, constant and cheery ,usc. Only veneer'
is injured by, the'common,'practical, wholesome'

"duties of everv dav life.—Fortettril..
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SPECIAL SERMONS FOR SPECIAL OCCA-
SIONS

, liASii- Mii.i.i.R
Thanksgiving Sermons

(/rr K'TKo Kvhs
T im : “l will Hit n> miiH\ ryes” (Psa. 121:-1);
mniimni-miis « Where men - <rok determines
what ihi;v m® 'During.this world depression men's
e\e- are on trouble, difficulties in the economic
world. Men who 'lift, up llvir cyrs are. Ibe men
mvlio see'God.' They look lu'yimd this world.. I)p:-
lifted .eye* ennoble .1In- suiil --sot ;iv [Uglier -ideal,
Sn'inu ' OotJ, -one- becomes godly. "Then with
thanksgiving may we lift up our eyes'und behold:
I. (ion Thai Hi:

N

Alav U koomk .
This is: a nation Tminded by men wlm'siiw Owl.,
‘['lit- first Thanksgiviise liny was tor llu- purpose
of t'Micfiilly li-nn-mhrrins”. lhi- bounties of-God.
Tor tlioe men snv God, 'Today’s need fur men'
who will thank tifid Inc difficulties, .and behold
the Almighty" and, tiuis receive strength ij out-
‘'mstanding. Look up, lie grateful, see Clod, * o
Il. Thk Town* or Srilmi'AL Kohcls — T hai
Yoi\; MaV Hr. A Shmhai. I'owtK—This is ;t
thanksgiving year.'When men do nut feel like being .
grateful. The spirit of thanksgiving is dying. But
herb is something fur which we can 'praise the
Lrird; If ue-Inok up awl- realize the power of
spiritual forces' love,-grace, the Holy Spirit, prayer,
we will become a spiritual.power for. the Al-
,mighty. God needs men whoWill pray, itnd real-
izing this power of prayer; God’s man will become’
powerful in reaching the world. He holy, and then
your life will be dynamic in reaching 'the world
.Thank God for tbe open channels that lead to
Spiritual power, -m v,
If!. Thk SuNunun ui-t'ue Divine Glow—Anij
.Siiko a Rujia.vce Into tiii: Would—Again fcven
the moil humble one lias this to be thankful for:
You can lift up your cuuntenancc to the sunlight
of the divine glow, and then out ,into the World
you. will shed a holy radiance, “l.ct the Lower
Light? He Hunting" tells this story. Be lighted in
. your soul, and then you can light another,
Conclusion—Let the Thanksgiving message ring

us

HOMILETICAL

into your ;soul—whatever. betides, ;God is near,
heaven Wili.bend low, you can atlune your soul to-
heavenly forces, and then you will be’ablc to,reach
t dying it-orid with ibHove of God. m

. Tim VoICK of Tiianksoivini;

Tim: "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving.
"mul'into his raurls ti‘ilh priusr” (Psa. 100: 4).

I\iHOufci toN--The: need of praise to God for
Ujs merries., Were-we today standing at old Ply-
mouth Ruck with the-Pilgrim fathers'at the time
(if the first Thanksgiving, for what would we be
thankful'? Then,what are we thankful for today?
One message riiigs through the ages, we can be
tb.mkfui for;

l.' God's Hiivniv Unknuinc,—That first year in
America-lor the'sires of the nation had been one
.of difficulties and privations; but God supplied
every need, and tarried them through. So with
h>  A? gre.i( as our needs, so bountiful are God’s
supplies. If hungry, He feeds us. If in need of

. clothes. Ifc clothes us. He walks by,our,side in
mthe'hours.of distress, and lifts up our faces to .the
beauty of divine light, ; ;

1). Goejs Mkhcy Undyisx—Wt can be thank-
ful, as David was and the Pilgrim fathers were,
because “the mercy of die Lord endureth forever.”
We wander astray, but'He is merciful. We forget
Ilis goodness, buttle is still tender in compassion.
.Hr ttirj] to fiyr own way for a season, mut .the
mercy ol -the Lord is for everlasting, In agony
we piss the road .tp death, but the mercy of the
Lord remainetli with us. In death We may pillow
our heads in": anguish, but the Lord provides
[thruugh. His mercy, ii safe passage over the River .
of Death; Itis mercy never dies, for which we -
must be thankful.

1. Thk Silvek Liniws to the
Ci.ot'us— At this Thanksgiving time we have milch
to be thankful for—if it is night for the body or
soul, God givelh songs in the night. If the load is
heavy, He says to cast the burden upon the Lord.'

If we transgress, His grace is able to save. If in
need, the same grace can abound. However dark
the circumstances, the,, grace of God lines their

(1s)
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darkest faces with silver. The glory of the Lord
can shine with.a divine radiance upon any circum-
stance, and make it to be a season of rejoicing.

Conclusion—Then let us enter into the gates.
lof the house of-the Lord with a voicc of thanks-,
giving: May we make every place, as Jacob did,
.the house of the Lord during the coming year.
And when”we go out to the courts of service' may
it be with-praise. '

Tub Gi.ukv hi- Christian Worship

Text: "Make u jayjut noise unto Jehovah, all
yc Imirls. Serve Jehovah -viilh gladness. "'Came
tiefore his presence, ivith singing” (Psa. 100: !, 2).

iNTKonucrios—The glory of Christian worship,
for \vhich we Ilift up voices pf. praise. Wc can
come into relationship with the Lord as the text,
suggests—touched by His Spirit—ennobled with
His presence—blessed with His anointing—and el-
evated with His strength, “They that..wait upon
the Lord, shall renew their strength," This is the
experience of worship. It is the highest form of
"service to God; and the greatest privilege of the
.Christian.-- for which when thanksgiving comes
agaij® we must be most grateful. Note the pre-
requisites/or worship as outlined by David.

I, *«Come With Joyful Praisi—“Make ajoyful
noise unto .the Lord," Salvation is a. matter of
spirit, rejoicing and praise. Joy for blessings and
mbenedictions -from God> such as strength, life,
health, the'best of (he heart, a vision of the divine
possibilities. Enter God's service throughout the,
coming year with joyful praise for such..

It With a'-Glad Heart—"Serve the
Lord with gladness.” The heart according to the
Hebrews was the source of the life, Ihc. soul, mind
and emotions. Let them all be glad for a life to
live, for men to serve, and for God to. glorify.
Gladness in the heart makes praise untothe Lord,
and adds wings to the.soul that will raise one be-
yond life’s ills, It drives away the burden from
the load of sorrow, and cases the blighting marks
‘of the trial. Worship.the Lord with a;glad heart.

11, Come With,a SiNc.iNa Soul—"Come bc-
torc his presence with singing." Singing unto the -’
Lord from a glad heart with joyful noises lifts the
soul out of the Slough of Despond’to the Delecta-
ble Heights. This is the height of worship. Note
the closing of the Last Supper, where the record
refers to the singing of a hymn. Sing a hymn of
praise throughout the coming year to (he Almighty :
find life will be a little sweeter:

Come:

C(is)
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Conclusion—We arc thus to come before the
Lord for. worship, with praise, thanksgiving and
glory. This fits the heart to hear from Jehovah;
enables the life to be purified, the-mind to be

cleared for (he entrance of (he spiritual and its
"glory, -
SEED THOUGHTS
* W. M, Bakes
How to Be Spiritual
Lessnn: Cotossians the third chapter.
I. Get. Saved (Col. 3: 1).
Il. Set Aittotions on Thin s Ahovk (Col.
J: ).
Not on material things such as fortune,
eastl luxury, dress, food, fine homes. Many
of these tilings may be legiiimate, hut do
no.t set heart on them. They become the
ido) of the soul,, '
I1l. Lav Aside Deeds of the Flesh (Co!.3: S-
8). .
IV. Puro.v the SpiritofJesus (Col.3: 12-15>,
. V.- Sinc-Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Son”s
(Col, 3: 16). ]
VI. 0o .Am. Tnisv.s m Ills Gi.onlr (Col, 3: 17),
> VII. Work as Tnpu<;n You Were Doin !It tor
God and Not Man (Col, 3: 23)."
VIIl. The Result Will Be Reward From God

.(Col. 3;24). m m s

“Perjonal Evangelifm™”
Introduction .

We need to feel as a church that'sve have some-
thing else to do besides paying the preacher, at-
tending the services, holding revival meetings by
calling, an evangelist and announcing a meeting,
praying prayers and singing songs.

I. Notice the Personal Work Done In (St.-
John 1: 35-51), .
They tell us that "hand-picked fruit" is best.
Thin)* of the souls lhat have made a mark
in the world who were "hand-picked.”

I, Jc”rus won Andrew and John, John be-
came, that great apostle and revehtor.
Andrew won Peter, that “stormy, zealous,
boisterous” fisherman who becamc a great’
soul-winner and preacher nf the gospel.

, 2. Philip won the Ethiopian who carried the
gospel lo his people.,
3. Think of others who were “hand-pickcd."

Sankcy sahg and won the gypsy lad who
later became known as,IGypsy Smith.”
H, Think of the Blessings That Come to Us
Personally Through Becoming Personal
Workers.
1. Compels us to live carefully;
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Intensifies thc prhyer life.

Develops us into.strong Christians;

Makes us Bible students,’

Teaches us wisdom in dealing with souls.

Keeps us alert for opportunities to seek

out lost,

7. Creates within
church work.,

8. Creates between us and our Lord a keen-
er fellowship.

9. Makes us a “lover.of souls,"

10. Brings to.us a great reward! “They who

turn many to righteousness r,hall shine as

(lje stars forever and ever.

o oA wN

us a deep interest in

Some Thing* That Shall Never Be
God W ill
W mr Man
1. He will save. !

Never

. 2." He, Will sanctify. ,

3. He will answer prayer, If we meet thc
condition He wifi' verify His promise
(state the conditions).

He \Vii-L Never Allow His Ciiiui to Bf.

Tempted Above That Which Ht'ls Adle

to Bear )

1. He knows how muth we can stand.;

2. If we fall under temptation, we fall under
something.that is weaker than we are,
He Wijjx Never Leave Nor Forsake His

Own ’ |

1. HeW:ill ne.ver leave »iar forsake us in: ,

Bright days.
; Dark days, :,
In sickness.
In sorrow. [ ]
In hardship.

; Losses.

Disappointments.

God's Kingdom Will Never Perish . =

1. Satan.will never overthrow it. ..

2. 1t will last when other kingdoms (includ-
ing Satan’s) will be pafet history.

- Regret*
Lesson; M att, 25: 31-46.
Introuuction n 1

This day. may be termed a day of regrets to
those Who know not the Lord.

There Will,Be no Regrets to the Soul

Who Has: ,

1. Repented of all his sms.

2. Forsaken the “broad way" and taken
“narrow way." !

Refused to flirt with thc world.

Kept garments unspotted by sin.

Kept a blest soul.

Lived holy lives.

ook w

Break His Covenant"
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There Will Be no Regrets if We Have'
Wholly Consecrate® Our All to Gob
1. 'If our time has been spent to His glory.
2. Talents used for advancement of His
cause.
3. If-we have paid our tithes and offerings
. even at a sacrifice of many of our own
heeds. -
4. If we have given our strength to the
j work of God. ,
" Illustration: Sehmclzcnbach—mthers.
VVIIAT-TiIrE WorujAVili. Recket
1. That they lived in sin.
2. Tliat they did not repent when they had’

a chance,

'3. That they' spent, their money to' support
the devil’s work. [ ]

4, That they spent their days in sin and-
pleasure.

5. That they did not make God their God
and thc people of God lhcir people.

“Prayer Change* Thing*" (
“Pray without ceasing” (2 Thess. S: 17),'

Introduction ]
| do not mean thejt formal, dead, dry*eyed, cold

payers'will change things.

Prater that waits on

God and pays any price, to get them answered,

will

toil,

be answered. That price may mean

sacrifice, fasting, and.hours of time in prayer.

Prayer Changes the Atmosphere in Wnicii

We Worship

1. It was true on the day of Pentecost."”
"Thelplace was filled \vith the. Holy
Ghost.”

2. How we need a better atmosphere in
which to pray, sing, preach, testify and
praise God! Prayer will bring it!

Pjmyer Will Change,a Discouraged Heart

Into a Cheerful and Hopeful Soul

'The poet'said:
“Who can break the chains of sin?
Jesus can, Jesus can,
Who can help the victory win? i
Jesus can, Jesus can.
Who can wordsu f comfort say?
Jesus can, Jesus can.
Who can drive the night away. .
; Turn our darkness into day?
Jesus can, Jesus can."

I11.1 There Are Special Kinds oi* Prayer That

(17

Changes Things
1. Prayer of achieving faith changes things.
This kind of prayer turns defeat into vie-
tory, m
mlllustrations: *
Jehoshaplint and. his victory over wliat
looked like defeat. ]
. Aaron and Hur who held up hands of
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m'mMows, while. Joshua prevailed over ene-

mies and'turned what looked like defeat

into victory.'

a. This kind of prayer changes dead for-,
mal churches into revival, churchcs of
victory.

1). Tlijs-kind of prayer .gives the gospel
message that power and effectiveness
of a “two-edged sword." Createscon-

viction that kills desire for sin and the
= world.

®m holy things, Fills the altar with hun-
gry.souls, * .

There is a prayer of tepentance that

changes things’. 1

a. This wind of prayer will change the
vilest heart.

'Mastratfom.- Sara Hadley,, 3jilly Bra'vr5
give the .

1) Prayers of repentance 4will
heart new feelings.
(1 > Right feelings,
sinful, low feelings,
(7) Holy- feelings, Worshipful feel-
ings. Feelings against sin. l.ove

mfor righteousness, 01
(3)” Joyful, frelinks.. We sought tor
such in the world and found them

not. We find them in God.

I'raytr changes our future. A
Illustration: Many a worthless bum has
been.changed into a thrifty businessman.

Prayer will makc'.i change in our fudg-

ment day.

m».' Cancels all sin from the “books.”

1. Causes Recording Ansel.to mark
' across the dark account "Not charged.”
m w’jesus paid it all."

c. Changes the sentence.from “Depart

from me, yr cursed,” into a "Come,
ye blessed of my-Fathrr.”

Changes our eternity. .
'Illustration:- The Colored Quintette sine
"/ don't know hnw He dots it,

But He dors it,, praise His name,”
pur dermly Will be changed from the
abode of devils, thugs, thieves, liars, the
vilest of the vile and the wretclicd of the
wretched to heaven with holy association
and pleasures and delights unspeakable.
Prayer of consecration changes things.

a. It will cnusc our life to he a life of
servicc to the Master.

b. Brings supernatural power of God
into our lives. Power over the world,
. the flesh and the devil. Power for

- service. Power to face the world in
holy, boldness.

c. Changes -a Carnal heart into a holy

Not vile, wicked,

"

Creates desire for God and .

heart. One time the heart was filled
with wrath, hatred, malice, envy, jeal-
ousy, strife, pride, revenge, etc. Now
fdled with “Love, joy, peacc, longsuf- .
mfcring, gentleness, meekness, temper-
ance, faithfulness.”'
d. Prepares'the -heart' fur the coming of;
Christ. !
v. Brings rich reward at enrl of race.

Carnal Mindedneu
e “To hr furmilly mintirtl is liralh2.tRuM. K (i):" .
m, \imii>i;i:ilON . - . !
* Carnality in. the heart is a' <|espprute condition.

Carnality is 1 traitor that will the soul into
slavery to -in. ‘

Carnality is an enemy that- pretends to be a
fr.Inuf, but like Judas, betrays the*soul into'thv
hands of our enemies,. . ">

Carnality is a "high-handi'd" fellow tliati> sta-
tioned within the soul as a spy,

.Carnality is "cold-blooded" and & murderous" in

' all his ways and dangerous to the last decree.

Carnality seems.tame and harmless hut one diiy,
. like the young, lion that got-, a taste of human
blood, will show its desire for the very life of-our
.souls.-'
- Iluslrutiint: mMany hooks that are written are
deceptive. They don't it-li Hje truth. They make
-tv-mock of sin.. They, trifle with realities." The
liible tells the truth. It doesn't dress up .carnality
in an evening dress suit and put if fjn paradt;. It,
.rather shows up all its cunning, and "deceit and
dangerousness.- m
I,'Till Tfxi- Titls Us “To Hi:
MiNttm Is DrAtu" | I s
We have dealt with outward sin and truns-
' gression against 'God% holy laws,, but why
not get at the root and. cause of it all,
" I. Carnality is dPath to spirituality. Notice
how it is death to spirituality: -
a. By causing us to neglect prayer or bc-
. come formal in our prayin?.- -
I). By causing the soul to become indif-
ferent concerning the vital thfngs of a
. Chriltian eNperience. Indifferent to-
ward, means of gracc... Indifferent to-
ward supporting God’s jyork, Indif-
ference in praye; life. Indifference
. toward study of Bible. Indifference
m' toward duty toward God and man.
Indifference toward testim'ony.
c. Carnality Is death to spirituality by
producing discouragement in the soul.
; (1) The most discouraged people 1
ever met were carnal people.
They are-discouraged when things
go well and when they don't.

Caknm.lv.
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.(2), They, many times, have a case' joy and peace” is to have a “carnal spell.”
oo of “chronic blues-” and see the Love's ardency, jovs, hilarity and the
dark side of everythin):. tranquillity of peace soon disappear when
U) Discouragement will defeat any ihat happens. One time We could sing:
soul !'* perfect love; peace, perfect pence;
e d. Itlis death to sjnritn.iTity by creating i Sii-erpiitg ,'tt'er my ioiil in heavenly m
doubts. = . tides," n
(11 They doubt if they have an ex-’ Joy, perfect joy, in .billows o'er*ne roll
perience of grace. .-'emm Since tfic floly Ghost abides."
* (?) They doubt if we can have re- Just one carnal spell will ruin that song
vivals. ] in a moment.
(!> They doubt if- we can raise the It is'death lo “longsuffering,gentleness,
budgets.. goodness.”
f4> They doubt if people really do Car.vai.jty Is Deatji to the.Soul
have genuine salvation. 1 Death to spirituality,
1 Carnallty is death to. spirituality by 2. Death to spiritual advancement,
m-cooling off (he “first love." . Many’, 1 Death.(0 unity -nruKiK the brethren..
limes carnality gets-so'cold that it is.' 4. Death,to the fruit of the Spirit.
ill-mannered, cold, hard, calloused, 5. Death to the Soul, ..
curt, unfriendly, sour,'mad. " (i. We have so catered to the “whims” and
(CIMSWITV IS 1Jr,'TI'-TO ADVANCEMENT Of* "desires” of carnality, the enemy of the
.Spjhituaj. Tfiisns in the Ch.uhcii 1 soul, until'it lias at last slain the soul.'
1. We get £ picture of this truth when we We will either slijy carnality out- of the
look at Israel at the borderland of Caan-: heart or it will slay the sviul:

ail.  Tiicy stubbornly refuse lo no any vt Csi(w

larthei, They .saw “long-neckcd fiiants” Agagfa type of carnality, sald “Surely the bit-
md their little selves instead of a jireat  terness of death is past” How carnality hates to

-and aiminhty God who niveth the victory*. .gje 1 Samuel took up the sword and “heivtvi 'Ajiap
2. They all -crowded back into the wilderness g pieces.” We had better sing, “Let me (lie, let
=and died.

CarsuitV Is Heath .to-Humii.ity ..

Carnality doesn’t like to'be humbled. That

would mean rle.i!!) to it. WITNESSING FOR GOD
Carnality likes to always feel that it is riiiht H. A. Erdmann

and never wronR. ,

me die."”

To how so low as to ask .forgiveness for Tem: IV tire.-my- icilnesses, saith the Lord
some mean or little-thingis-asking it too (Isaiah H: 10).
much. eIntroduction:
mNo humility in carnahtyl 1 .In every suit at law witnesses are very
“Got! knoweth the proud afar off." 1 . necessary. o
Cahnaijty Is Death to Unlty Amont. the 2. Witnimsses largely determine the outcome
Brethren of the case.
1.,God’s plan and desire- is to. have His 3. In 'the great conflict between sin and
whole Church unified and, harmonious, righteousness God needs faithful witnesses.
a. Carnality is opposed to'that program. I. Qualifications t)f AW itness
It, It believes in "cliques and elntis,” 1. M ust have first-hand knowledge of facts
* ol “whispering and secret meetings,” m in regard to the case,

c. How Satan and his imps have a jubi- a.-What one has heard will not be ac-
lee while-many Christian people carry : feepted. .
on such a work In the name of'Chris- . li. What one has read will not be ac-
tianity. cepted.

.d. I'aul met a crowd like that at Corinth c. One’s opinions count (or nothing.
and said to them, “There is among 2. Must Uc willing to tell what he knows,
you envyings and strife.and divisions: a. A person called to the witness stand,

e . are ye not carnal and walk as menV and then 'refusing-lo tell what he
Death to unity I . knows pets into trouble.

C.iRKALITY Is Death to-the Fruits or tiif. L Must be willing to tell it straight.

Spirit a. itA false witness shall not be unpun-

1. All you have to do to lose your "love, mished" (Prov. 1Q: S)..
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b. “A true witness
- (Prov. 14: 25).
Every witness -at court is asked, “Will
you tel) the truth; lhe-whole truth,anr)
nothing but the truth,” which means,
"Will you tel] it'straight 7=
II. When'ls Witnesswc' to'Be .Done?.
1. "In seasoti and out ot season.”
a. Not. only during mcamp or -revival
‘ meeting! ...
b. .Not only when at church.

.c. Not'only when it.is popular, to do so.'

rl. Whenever needy souls are encountered;
I1l. Hmv Js Witnessing w |h: Done?
1, By public testimony. 1 ]
mt. By a godly-life.
mJ. By patiently enduring affliction and per-
sccution,
a. Daniel. ,
m b. Three Hebrew boys.
c. Job.
d. Paul, etc.
IV. Where |Is Witnessing to He Dose?
1, “In Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the
uttermost parts of thc earth.1
n. In your owit home, Jerusalem.
b. ;In surrounding (jountry, Judea.
t. Among your enemies, Samaria.l :
d. In foreign lands, 'uttermost parts of
the earth.
Thus we are all to be home and foreign mission-
aries. If we cannot go, or are not called to for-

eign fields, that does not excuse any, for then we.

arc to send others by our means to do the wit
nessing there. . \ m.

DISTINGUISHING SIGN OF THE RIGHT-
EOUS ]
Harold Sutton

Co through the midst of the city, throufli the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the fore-
heads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations-that be done in the midst thereof.
(Ezekiel 9:4).

A prophetic vision; the.man clothed in white
linen bearing an inkhorn; the work'that was given
him to do.

1. The Vision Came in the Smsctuarv.

Not (icing visionary, but catching the vision
—of the lost; of our responsibilities; of our
capabilities; of the work God would have
us do.

. tional or individual sanctuaries.

IS, Wickedness Abounded

1. Abominations (text).
2; Iniquity was great (v. 9).
S. Full of blood (v. 9), '

' 4. Perverseness (v, 9). -

delivereth gouls” .

W hat visions come in the congrega- .

I1l. Some Were to Be Marked (text).
IV. Reasun for Beini: Tims Mahked
1. "Sighed”—many do this.

' 2. “Cried”—how few do this. ,,
Both were necessary.
V. O.wty the Marked Ones
SiAKri) (v."6).
.VI. A1l Otheks'Were to Be Slain
No soul liurdun means spiritual death;
VII. :Tiikv Weke to Burin* at tuf.’Sakvtimmy
The prophets and people ol God>(v. 6),
How great is thy concern?.

Were to Be

ILLUSTRATIVE MATEle\Lt
J. Glens Gould

The Prophet Harrit

In 1M9 ii native African died, fits name was
W. Wade Harris, of the Grebo tribe, West Africa.
In Ihany. respects he was a most remarkable man.
The '-Record of Christian Wflrfc” summames'hjs
career in the following words:

\While working on the” coasting vessels of West "
Africa, Harris gained some rudiments of education
and of the gospel, but his-association with British
and. American missionaries was of the slightest.
At about the age of 60, just about the outbreak of
the Great War, he appeared as a preacher and
teacher on the Gold Coast, and more especially on
the French Ivory Coast. He vehemently called
upon the people to destroy their fetiches, to believe
in otic God and his Son, to read the Bible, and.to
await the coming of white missionaries who would
instruct them. On the Ivory Coast.there is evi-
dence that probably 50,000»Africans abandoned
their old beliefs under his influence and began to
practice a simple, elemontary form of Christianity,
It is proof, however, of what instruction and ex-
hortation be did give that the Harris’ churches
maintained their existence apart fVom any outside
missionary influence for. over ten years.. When
Mr. Platt of the. Epglish Wesleyan missionwent
to investigate thc stories mtliat reached him thatl
there was a;large Christian -community awaiting”
help on thc Ivory Coast; he found 1SO well estab-
lished churches with a membership of nearly
20,000. Today (in 1030) the mass movement
started by Harris has'grown to nearly double that
number.” m '

TJiy Will Be Done

. There is a .story that | got from a speaker in :
Northiicld years ag<S, It is the story of an old ec-'
clesiastic in London, old Bishop Hall. There were

(20)
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jiiit (he two of thtrm, himself ami his wife. They
mluul no children! ."They' were..deeply religious.
They had made a full surrender of their wills ta
God with cine exception; they felt they could not
live without each'other. And so their prayer was
that when God called owlHe would take both.

One day the old bishop readied the point where
mhe fell he could-say'lo God even as regards this,

'mThy will be done I" Perhaps.under the influence,
ot her hiishand'-s example, his wife in a'few days
rvachcd the ?ame decision.

A week later Mrs. Hall died.1 When they went
«to tell her husband about it they found him in his
., Mudy, seated in-his armchair, a look of ineffable
. pence on his face,- God had taken him tool

' God did not want to separate Ihtyn. What He
wanted was their full surrender, ami when they
niadi- it, they-had what they asked for. Hand fn
hand and .side by side they passed through the
.gate into the (dory*—Dh. J. |. Vance.

Thou HattMade Winter *

One of the Jtiglior offices, of winter is to deepen,
our appreciation iif the summer. We should be
blind if summer were perpetual. Someone has
said, and very truly, that our dear ones arc only
ours when we have lost them. They have to pass
away into tire silent land before wc-know them
for what they really are. And in
summer has to pass, leaving, us in the grip of icy
ewinter,, before we fully appreciate the summer. It
> not the man who lives in'-bonnic Scotland who
feels most deeply how bonnie Scotland is," It is
. the exile, on some distant shore, yearning for the
mountains and the glens. It is not ~hc ifian with
rude unbroken health who feels most deeply the.
value of his health. That is realized when health
is shattered, Jn Caithness, whore 1 lived four
years, thjrrc is a great scarcity of trees. | .never
knew how much 1 loved the trees till | dwelt in a
land where there are none. And wc never know
all that summer means to us; in its pageantry of
life and beauty, till ivc lose it in 'he barrenness of
wintpr. Lands that have no winter have no spring
—when the primroses awake, and the wild hya -
cinths, and the “livelier iris” changes pn the dove.
Thoughts like these, in January .days, make it eas-
ier for faith lo say, "Thou hast made the winter."
—Dr. Georce H« Morfisoh.

Moody’# Conver«ion

On May. 16, 1930, a wall, tablet was unveiled at
43 Court Street, Boston, commemorating the fact
that on that date in 1855 D. L. Moody had given

like manner ¢
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his heart to God in a ‘shoe store on that, site in
which lie waj working at the time as a clerk. The
iwirdiflfl. mt Ihe tablet is as follows;

' D.L. MOODY
Christian Evangelist
and )
Founder of
the Northfield Schools
was converted to God
in a shoe store, on this
> pite
May 16, 18SS
President Elliott Speer and several trustees and
staff members of the Northfield.Schools were pres-
ent at the unveiling, as well as a number, of for-
mer students and ‘friends of. Northfield. A brief
dedicatory address was given by A, P. Fitt, &
follows: , i
“Boston has many monuments and markers,
erected lo keep alive the memory of.great men
and women and notable events. ,1 make bold to
say that the marker we arc unveiling today is
unique among them all, for it signalizes a spiritual
crisis in'the Hfe of one whose career proved and is
still proving to bo a blessing to all the world.
“Back in 1855 a shoe store owned by one Sam-
uel Holton stood on this site. A nephew of his
from the town of Northfield in this state—a lad
of 17 whrt had heard the call of the.big city—had
tome to Boston, and got a job in his uncle's.store.
:The boy attended the.Mount Vernon Congrega- =
lional Church and Sunday school. One day his
' Sunday school tcachcr, Edward Kimball, called on
the young class member in the shoe store and
talked to him of God's love in Jesus Christ. The
boy then and there gave his heart and life to Jesus
Christ.

“His name was Dwight Lyman Moody. That
dnte'nvas May. 16, 1855—75 years ago today;
"That decision of his was momentous, and

opened the marvelous career of D. L. Moody, first
and always foremost as an evangelist'of God’s
love to lhe unsaved, and also as an upbuildcr of'
the membership of .the churchcs and founder or
promoter .of numerous Christian institutions and
agencics. It is literally true that hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women in this and other lands
received spiritjiai impulse under the preaching of.
D. L. Moody.

"I voice my prayer that this modest tablet may
be a challenge and an inspiration to all who read
mit| and especially to young business men and wo-

(21)
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men, turning their thoughts Godward ami leading '.as Hie eye could reach. A breeze passed and lhey-
them to give'their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ, .swayed ivith it, moving with a life of tlieir. own.

and Hi- service as young Moody did with such <ilnncinc in 'he glare (if the equatorial sun, and ex-

, glorious- results 75 years ago (his datci"-—/frcwrf- haling an-odor protecting; them more perfectly,

of Chmthn Work. . than n wall. Jn vaib did the naturalist endeavor

to approach. There was a>veil.of perfumed chlor.,

ufocm through which he ptulil «&, hut through

which he dare not'attempt to pass. It held, him

hark more effectually llian bayonets, and it was -
torture to him to see those flowers and to feel that

before lie Could reach them, he must die, suffocated

by the very splendors of which he was in'search,

poisoned by floral jewels, such as no .one, perhaps,

had-ever seen before, lie named the place the

village of 1Jenion-flowers. The world has many a

village /' Demotl-flowers whirl) lure only to de--
stroy. Christ catne to show us: something more

h:aii(iftr! ami yet with a perfume which, instead

.of destroying, causes the one who breathes .it' to

live lorever.—WH -il,. A, Hanks. *

The. Power of EviJ Habit

They were- standing together on the banks of a -«
stream which wound (lIris n;ij’ and that way across
-llklbroad meadows, il had worn foritsdt a deep
channel, and so long had il followed it, and so
fixed was its course, that it would liave taken
quite a hit of engineering to turn it into any other
way, - ' - ] . -

One of the young fellows was so intent upon
watching the swift flow of thd waters at their
feet, that-'he held-unheeded in his fmgersa lighted
cigarette until lhe tiny glow reached his fingers,,
and he hurled it away.with a flippant'hidf-slangy,
.half-profane word. /.

Someone laughed lightly at mthe spoken word
and its cause. Another took hold of the speaker's . The Worth of 0;Soul o
arm and turned him mound so that they stood The famous'Madonna by Hotticeili was pointed
face ttvface. With that muscular grip on his arm 45 a.wooden p:imli at least four hundred years
" there was no turning ajvay from the' cool, hnlf-  .5q0  _Recently the wood began to crack, and, it

mocking, half-serious eyes and voice. was feared that the painting'would he ruined; hut
"That reminds me of a little verse | learned out restorer was found who said he could save it.
of a Sunday school hymnbookwhen I was a' little ™ s first step wasto paste thin stripso f tissue pa-
chap,” began (he voice, "It wen! this way:. per on the fun- uf the picture, pressing the paper
"'.Is the stream its chaflncl grooves, into the uneven surface of the points. He added

Anti within that channel moves, layer, after layer until a thick body of paper con-

So doth.habit’s deepest tide cealed the picture. Then the resioreV turned the
‘Groove Us bed, ajiif "Ifirre abide’ picture over and 'tiegan to sandpaper the board

“That is the fifth cigarette you have smoked since away, After many months of careful work hchad
we’ started out this afternoon; 'and—well, 1 have 4| jlie wood removed,-and nothing but the paint

not kept strict account -of all your bad words.  ,4hered to the. papeV- Next he glued a piece 'of
BetterTcliml> out'of the channel before it gets too linen canvas very carefully to the paint, and slow-

.deep—seems to me 1 would not like to abide there ly and patiently removed the paper bit by bit.
all my life."" No one laughed as he let his hearer ' The \work took nearly'a year, but when it was

go; mort'-thiw one at ]he. others nndtled quietly in  finished the paintinglwas in condition to last an-
assent,—Dr. G. H; F. Hai.lock.. other four centuries. 1

Deadly Plen*urei mit A.is the value of this painting that justified,
A naturalist' making explorations in Brazil came  such extreme care and the expense in restoring it.

upon a forest of flowers which at once attracted  How patiently thc great Master deals with human

him, ami yet ‘prevented him from approaching souls in order to'save them 1 Thc value of the

them. He noticed in the forest an odor vague and  soul is proved by the fact that He gave His prc~!

sweet at first, hut which increased as he advanced.  cions life for it—Db, G, B. F, Hallock.

Ultimately he reached the- clearing and there,

straight ahead, was a wilderness of orchids. Trees

were loaded with them,, underbrush was, covered KNOWLEDGE

with them, they, trailed on the ground, mounted “Knowledge does not apply itself; it lies dor-

in beckoning contortions, dangled from branches,” mant. You, must convert it into energy by the

fell in sheets, and elongated and expanded as far  pqwer. of your.thought.” ' '

1. (22)



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE

MAKING A MINISTER
Pahi, S, Hilt. '
y O OWKTJO.N for sin may, or. may not,

| carry over past' the point of conversion ami
become a part of Christian experience.

.When conversion lake*, place lhe conviction -for- .tilmst.

~in, which illuminated the whole sfn question, be-
comes'a fixed persuasion of the miml. That is,
sin irnm that point onward [tiuks exceedingly sin-
tul. Thus convictiun becomes a part of Christian
.experience. Rut where conversion does'not'follow
com'ktion there is of course no Christian experi-
ence, and the;. sense of the sinfulness of sin "fre-
quently Mibsides in the s'flul, and instead of being
it 'fixed slate of the mind the soul is left without
conversion and without conviction.
General William .Booth, the foiinderof the Sal-
vation Army,, gives,-as the. first qualification for
of..his officers,-“That he must be converted.."
"This means-among otherthings that-he has been
ronvirlfd dJ'sui; he lias been separated from God;
he has lived under.the power of the devil, the
tvijrid, and his-own fleshly nature,:aml us the con-
sequences of his own sin lie has bceiv justly.cun-
tlernned by God, and doomed lo everlasting. per-
dition." It appears that the general expected this
sen.-e of the sinfulness of sin .(not itssense of guill)
\vould ulKuys hr ii of thr Christian experience;
nf his preachers. Followini; this statement the
need'leader of nicn spoke of the children of the
Army, and their conversion in this manner; "Con-
mverled at a very early aw; and having been there-
by deliyeied from lives of open'rebellion, they will-
.be spared much of the hiHer repentance that Uiose
must pass'thh>iigh who have daringly lived in
open sin. But in such cases there must and Will
*be the consciousness of heart separation from God,
of sin against Him, of voluntary submission to
liim, aiul of an hour when pardon is realized.
There not being .the same measure of sin there will
not of; necessity be thu s.ime dcpt/is of repentance,
although in. every case the sense of submission anti

forgiveness will be just as 'definite and complete,” .

Winl ivi- are trying to say is that the sense of

> very much.

34)

the sinfulness of sin must of necessity be u part, of’
lhi' ministerial qualification. m

The minister is supposed to preach against sin;
to preach men under conviction for .sin; to deal m
with seekers who are convicted of sin by the Holy
He must know something of the ground
on which a convicted, sinner is standing, and be
able to show him the path out of the slough and
sinkhole of! iniquity, and in order to do this he
must he .familiar wilh the convicting power of the
%pirit! Familiar through Ihe process of exjierience.

liven though lie has lived a life of Christianity

- from early childhood, there must be some sort of

realisation -of uli.il a seeker is. undergoing when
lie tremhlvs on ihe brink (if eternal tuin.

And this matter of the knowledge of conviction
lead;; to 'another' very 'important part of a minis-
ter’s qualification, that is Ihe matter of .burden for

-Mini', or it- near Kkin the. unction of the Spirit.
The sense of conviction and a burden for the lost
and llie' unriion" of the Spirit are parts of minis®
tt-rial-equipment that lie close together in his soul.
Il is a malter <f {K'r.wnal conviction, or. walking
1in the light, that usually precedes the prayer for
others, or the unction of the Spirit on the message
or effort. A minister who lias, no burden or unc-:
,(io.n will he unable to help, the convicted seeker’
Our experiences have proved that to
To lose (lie burden is to lose the unction, and
lose them, bolli mean that the sense of the sin-
The minister needs

us.
lo
, fulness of sin has diminished.
Id praWnr him-i-li,
The secret of keeping lhe anointing on the soul,
is valuable. Il may dear'.matters some, if some
m nieans by which it is usually lost i\re mentioned,
First It is frequently lost' by not jireaching often
. L-miugh. That may seem strange for a pastor to
say, but 1 have-had better success keeping the
glory on my soul when | have been busy preach-
ing every night than when | preach only on Sun-
days, | think it is because, of too much relaxation
between times. Just naturally when | am doing
nothing the Lord gives me nothing to do it with.
When the minister is busy God supplies him.

(231
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When he does nothing the power departs, or at
leas! subsides.

: We state it us a.truism that the soul is bound to
lie filled und shaped with and by something. Either
there, will be‘a luck of tlie fullness™of the Spirit,,
and a consequent giving over to, the influences
that destroy,, or then- will be an emptying of the
soul of. everything but God with the consequent

result that every part ol the soul will know what '

it means to llie strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man.

When the soul is filled, with the strength of God .

there is among.other things a revived and strength-
cned sense of the sinfulness of sin. Not only the
big and flagrant sins, but the little foxes that spoil
the vines. To disregard the red light of danger
and pay little heed to- .the conscqucnces of low
spirituality, is a "ministerial quagmire and qW k-
sjiwi. The presence of a fixed and indelible per-
suasion of the sinfutness of sin, a persuasion which

is the result of conviction for.sin-by the Spirit, is.

:a valuable ministerial asset.

And- bccausc such a persuasion is a valuable as-
set the minister should not avoid conviction. , We
are afraid some of us do. We serve out the medi-.

cine to inhers, when we perhaps should tawec.tlle®

first dose. If we will nofopen our hearts to con-
viction'on any other ground we ought to do it for
the sake of those who Wider conviction will ask

. us to show them the way. How can wc show
men the way when'we ourselves have refused to
travel the road that leads 16 the sunshine of .His
smite and.the anointing of His Spirit?

\Wc agree with General Booth that conviction
for sin is a soul winning necessity. .

When the prophet Ezekiel tried to express his
feelings in regard to his cal) to the.prophetic of-
fice, o said, “The Hand of the Lord was on me.”
He also tells of going into one phase of his pro-
phetic work jn “bitterness, in the heat of my spir-
it; hut the hand of the Lord uas strong upon
me.” Sometime” he seemed suddenly, and strange-
ly moved for he said, "The hand of the Lord Jett
on me there."" Introducing his vision of the valley
of dry bones he had an experience which he de-
scribes as "The hand of the Lord was upon me,
and carried me .out, and jet me (/own in the midst
of the valley which was full of bones.”

We don't suppose that Ezekiel could have told
any other prophet-just'exactly what he meant and

, how he felt, but this saying of his surely parries
, the idea that he believed that God was having

C'through their messages to humanity.
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something to do with him, and that the hand of
God was directing his ministry. '

We cannot find* in the expressions of tlie prophet
anything to, indicate that lie thought the .Lord
should have chosen him rather than some other
man. It seems more likely that he had rather the
call would have come to some other man, but the
'fact of the “hand of tlie Lord upon him" gave hini
no.choice in the matter. He was the'man the
hand of the Lord was upon, and he was to he the
spokesman for God regardless of what other men
did or thought!

It seems that the prophets are best known
.Regardless
of how much wc may be-able to learn of their
lineage and prenatal and early childhood influx
cnccs, the prophecies themselves are the best indi-
cation of the temper and personality of the proph-
ets. Studirdthis-way the prophet Ezekiel is some-,
thing of a puzzle. Here is a man who confesses
to bitterness of spirit, and yet is granted visions of
finds flory that seemingly excel that of any other
prophet. Wc do not suppose that bitterness of
spirit necessarily was siti indication of carnal heart:
edness' for the testimony of the scripture is that it
was holy "men. who wrote as they were moved by
lItt" Holy Ghost. Hmycvcr bitterness of spirit does
show a very marked disposition to express one’s
own self, and live one’s own life. To get this
strong spirited man into such mellowness and plas-
ticity that the prophetic ecstasy can fill him shows,
the hand of God on him, Jt was the band of God
that gripped this strong selfhood and by directing
it toward the larger expression got it away.from
its smallcr*If, And when this map w&s under
the hand of God the prophet was made, Jle was
not made inlo another, man, but the same man
Was made into a-prophet, and.a prophet is any
person, that God chooses to speak through.

To us.the mystery of prophecy is in the accom-"
niodation of Gud to human personality. That God
ri-s|K-tU*d the !>t'narmUly ul tht" prophetsis shown
in .their messages. That is why we said that the
prophets were best known through their messages.
Ezekiel did not write like Isaiah or Jeremiah. He
wrote like Ezekiel, and yet his message is not the
word of Ezekiel—it is the word of God, without
any. Ezekiel in it. This indicates that the person-
ality of Ezekiel was intact during the prophetic
ecstasy. He was not made into another man dur-
ing this period, and for this purpose. He was
yielded. His entire personality was given over so
completely that God could have every fiber and
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nerve, every sense atul emotion, every ability and
[lower. To have a consecration such as this, so
complete lhat God's message can, .unhindered by
self, passthrough tlie personality ami lie expressed
ns (lit- pure word of God,’is to our mind the high-
est type of consecration possible. Holy men”~clean
men, men cleansed from all-sin and selfishness, yet
men possessed with their natuml personal peculiar-
ities and abilitres, spake as they were moved upon
by the Holy Ghost;

. ' The hand of God on the prcacher is neccssary
10 a message from God, This strange something
that we call.unction-is an essential to preaching.
11 must come somewhere in the course of the ser-
mon,'either in its preparation or its delivery, 'or
Mimewhere ctsc along the line. If a man has the
hand of God on him, and thc-sermon is born in
him while he is on his knees, or studying his Uible,
or walking.on-the street, then he can preach it as
coming from God, and he need not worry much if
the Lord allows him a cool head and a fairly
warm heart while he is preaching.. Or it may be
that the terrpon is bits of material that have been
gathered through the years; material that has been
collected in minutes of inspiration under the hand
(if God,."These are almost-always present in the
sermons of the older' ministers,, and they, arc le-
gitimate as coming, from God, ¢

Hut. it is hoi'only the material for the sermon
that mlist show the hand of God.
invn heart must show it, God has to deal, with
Ihe personality of.the minister. The minister must
Bo down, his personality must be mellowed, soft-
ened, shaped, cleansed, inspired. The rough cor-
ners must be. knocked off, The tendencies to'show
- hurt feelings must be overcome, the stubborn am-
bHiun to be a dictator must die dead. More and
more the minister of God must be made. He
must .get farther and farther away from his own
.pllins and personal ambitions, and in their place
niust be built up-fellowship with God, and ambi-
tions for His Kingdom,

Aik) it is this making of'the minister himself
that determines his messages from God. God can
use, in the prophetic ofllcc, only those men who
yield to Him. To exert one’s personality to the
accomplishment of personal ambition is to dam
up the stream of preaching usefulness. There may
be an-increase of book, education, or executive
‘ability, when personal ambition fs followed, but
the source of helpfulness 40 others is dried ,up.
Congregations (hat are hungry for the bread of
life and desirous for messages from heaven will go
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away from such, a ministry starved and unsatisfied.
But-the minister who will let God have, all there
is of him wiif.continue to have, the hand nf God
on him, and will continually be made a better
vessel to convey the messages' from God to man.
Of the many things tEiat go into the making of a
minister lhe ability to remain calm under, stress is
nut (he least important. If the minister has, or
will develop this ability jt will go a long way to-
wal'd his success, especially as a pastor. It may
be that some who read this will want to immedi-
ately assumif that the blessing of cptire sanctifica-
tion in u ministers’heart will automatically take
cartl of tlie matter, and wc are ready to concede
lhat the blessing of holiness purifies from unholy
anger, etc. But it seems tlilt there is something
about calmiftss under stress that is not altogether,
a matter of grace. It is also a matter of sense and
vision and ability to see things from the'other fel-

low's viewpoint.

Wc remember some years ago being In a board
..meeting of three days duration, during which time
some plan was being worked out for a future pro-
gram of the church. There were several strong
Ipersonalities present, and each seemed to have at
least one or two plans that he had thought out,
and of course thought them the best of all plans.
At the very beginning of the three days session
there was injected Ihe potential’ possibilities of dis-
aster lo ;i)l-lhe future prc/gram of the church; The
men who composed the church board of that
struggling church saw the situation and determined
that God. should have.His way, even though it
meant tlie partial or total surrender of their well
thought out plans. There were frequent sessions
of prayer, and almost as frequent heated debates,
and'.throughout the three days a spirit of yielding
lo the better sense of the others. This spirit of
yielding to the better sense of tlie other fellow,
together with a sanctified caJmness under the stress
of things, saved the day for.that church. Some-
one said lo me afterward, " ‘“They tacked holiness,
or they would have gotten along easier and quick-
er.” To this I replied that their holiness was evi-
denced-by the fact (hat they went through three
strenuous days of debate and intense desires with-
out getting out of fellowship with each other. |
also could have said that they not only showed .
that they had the experience of holiness but had
‘sense and confidence in the judgment of the oth-
ers,.and ability to remain calm under stress.

' Surely a church has a right to expect as much
of its minister as it does of its church board,.. We
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take it for granted that a church will lie careful
in its selection uf flul men they ask lo run their
hilsines:, for them, and not,the least qualification
requited uf theman-they place in .office will he the.
ability to oma-de that Inl (locs mil know it all.
The same is especially lrut- of their minister. They
most surely will require that lit will .have some
respect Idi? their Ibinkiii®, and will not always.
seek tn have his own way.

We think'a minister should learn Iti not toke
sides, with every peanut issue that arises in his
church, .To-insist on certain evangelists, or certain
times and dates fur revival meetings, certain ways
'‘of raising money, certain plans, far. enlarging the
church building, etc., will about ruin any man
mwho'is in the ministry. The minister is the leader
of his church, and as such should present plans
and program? for the consideration of his people.’
Hutwhen he finds- that *his plans are not going to
lie accepted, that the people are'thinking of doing
’something else, that they are not ready,to follow
his program,-then if lie shows up the spirit of the /
dictator,- and implies that the ship' can have but
one captain, and he is it; if lie does not Consider
the desires of.the,nu‘n who probably have been in
his church longer than he has, then_indeed does .he
go dmvn in the estimation of his flock,

"Hr are afraid some ministers think that if they
do hot put over their own personal program for,
the church the church will not respect their lead-
ership, Hut the fact is that the man who will not
yield his position to thc good sense of hisbrethren
has lost his Icadenhijt already, am) he has lost his
owti good opinion ol himself. Failure under stress
is costly, i m

liih always unsafe.’to move in-any direction
with alsmall majority. Suppose'there comes'some
issue, not .important; hut ;an issue nevertheless.
Take for example changing the night of the prayer-
"meeting. Tp change ft will give the minister that
night for himself. lie may desire it to visit some
mmission nr some other thing not cOnnccted with
his church. The matter is presented to thc church
and the vote shows a small majority in favor of,
m(hi* change. That is as thc minister desires it ex-'
cept that the majority is too small. As thc mat-
ter stands the people have granted" his request, and.
have changed the night of'the prayermceting in
order to accommodatc him! Possibly no one will
object if he Jets flic small majority rule, and,
change the ni(?ht. Hut the ones who did not want,
to change, because it upset.some of lheir plan?,

[ St -
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.thorn'in the flesh.
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may voice their opinion when they gel home, and
lii.(hem the minister has lost some of Itts-leader*
.-hip because they suspect him of a lack of consid-
eration fur the feelings of the sizable .minority.
We think- in a'rase like that the minister should
call attention lo the .lari®e. si/e of the, minority
vote, and show the weakness of a move that goes
under the expression of sud\ a small majority’,

.The church vv;mis' to dij things with more of a

snlid front. . Perhaps if he would be advised in
this spirit of the proceedings and would make such
explanation-another vote might he almost unani-
mous either one way-or the oilier. To have a big
majority, vole is much better than a small one,
liut neither tire'so .safe 'as a unanimous one. A
wise leader will try to-get his church to move as

.one b(jdy in the same direction at the same time,

even though it is not his particular plan thitt they

adopt. . !m

"BEHOLD HE PRA.YETH”
(Acts »: 11)
Pam, S. Hit.l [ ]
Am 'Oullinr for n I'rayrrmecrting Ttilk

The stu<lent of history and.the Hihle will know
that Ilicrc was a time when that part ,of the
world around Judea and Asia Minor wits exper-
iencing :i mighty penterosial revival of Christian-
ity-/ It was the time of the “Arls of the Aljos-
tles.m ' . '

Further study will show that this-revival.cen-
tered‘for'a while around one man, the apostle:
Paul. Me became the greatest preacher (if the
period. [ ] -

Still further study wilishow the'secret of this,
man's success and ability. “Behold he prayeth.”

for deliverance ' from -the
The answer was,'"“My grace

Ife prayed thrice

is sufficient."”,.

He. prayed on bended knee, “Fiir this cause |
how my knee.” .

- He prayed-with tears.m .

He elliorted others to pray, .

| was in the minister's house, and almost as
soon as | entered I was conscious of an unusual
sound, the sourcc of which ] could not detect.
Thcfc was a voice, muffled and indistinct, never-
theless a voice. And there was a strange, knock-
ing or tapping on the floor or wall somewhere
in the house, 1 could not locate nor analyze the
strange sounds | heard..

Thc minister's wife and family carried on’as
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usual. The minister was not in sight. After a
w-lilic 1 ma'de inquiry about, the strange sounds 1
\vas hearing. The minister’s’ wife answtlicd,
“That is .William. He is having prayer. He has
been praying all day. That tapping is the toes
of his shoes on the floor. He wears'all his-shoes
out .at tlie toe.”

| think that was about the first time tharn |
came in contact with a praying minister. Not
iinlil 1lit* evening service did he.appear.. There
was a heavenly light on iiis face, ami the loes of
his shoes were worn.(brought We had .a good
"meetini! that ilifhl. (iud was present.

A few days later he said to me; “We have times-
of sowing and times of--reaping." When ivr are
about so; long without seekers at our altars we
must pray earnestly anil hard."

How'well-1 wemember that dear brother, who
has since gone to, he with (lie Lord lie served so
wdf. One day he came and- sa( beside mu mu!
looking me in the face said, "Paul, have you gol
the Holy Ghost.?” There was -shuck and power
in the way lie asked (he question. Often | have
knelt with him jn saloons and houses of shame
iififi heard him pray till my. soul was afire. Ilow.
he wuuld pray, "O God, saveleverybody under
till: .roof of this place,” | have known him to
begin to pray with quite a .few present when he
began and only he ami | present when he was
finished. | have heard him pray aloud while
walking on the street. | do not mean' a sentence
of prayer, | mean actually pray: longer, harder,
with more fervor than most ministers pray 'in
mchurch at an altar service. -1 remember bearing
him pray like that once going down a city street.
He prayed till the glory of God fell on us both,.
and.it seemed to me il fell on the whole city. He
ended by saying, "Conic on, Patti, [ feel like
running,” jind away we went while the people
stared at us.' , ; . '

He lived tlpse lo God. lie prayed much, and
God continued the process of making his minis-
terial soul unfit lie tailed him home.

As wc recall'the days we spent in fellowship
with, this man of prayer wc arc impressed with
the thought that not all of a minister's-making
is by way of. books that assist In shaping the
sold (hrough the -intellect.’ There is also that
prayer way'which brings the minister directly in,
touch with the Holy Spirit in a season of hearl
searching and uticr helplessness. Hooks are. fine
for the brain,, but the minister is made mostly
in his heart, and some way it is bto'ond the power
of books to shape a heart so much as prayer.
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'we: are called to minister’
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There is a great demand made on'a minis-'
er’s heart. Of course there is a big demandVmade,
un liis thinking ability, but .ethere, is'va greater
demand on liis heart. And bow little we realize
it. We think .we may be able lo get by with the
help of a few books, hut we will fail unless we
have fi- ministerial heart. | I |

!V minister's liearj .must he clean and free from
little jealousies, and surmisings. When they begin
their wedge-shaped ent'rance the minister must:

pray. He must pray until his heart flows in love
like a river, and towers like a mountain of
mstrength; oo

It would almost appear -lha( the true minis-
terial heart is to be. broken in the making. Yes,
broken, over and over again." The multitude of
sorrows in his congregation which he must share,
(he distasteful things said about him, his con-
scious smallness !hat; humbles him, all these are
matters lhat break his lie;irt, and the breaking *
ministerial heart is a praying heart, and a heart
that breaks and prays is a heart that God can
shape m | he rjiuhl best fitted for service. £

We were atlending a funeral one day in which-
another'clergyman was also engaged. Wc' rode*1
to Hie cemetery together and had an opportunity
lo-talk with each other about things that con-
cern the minister's uvtrk. During the conversa-
tion he referred to the funeral and said that he
never let them get on his heart. | think_ his al-
titude was'a wrong .one. He rimdc a mistake.

Too many of us make mistakes like that. We
shim-lhe-Sorrow-and the sadness. Qur ministry
is too professional, We evade the ministerial

' @ '

heart.

i To our way of thinking the sad side to service
is easier than the mad side. Wc mean we can
more easily .submit ourself to the process” of
itMking through sorrow than we canthrpugh the
disagreeable altitudes and clashes of personalities
among our brethren and the worldlings to whom
And yet we. must
mpass (he nay of cross currents if we arc to be
mai/e. -Here, is where the praying-minister learns.
This is where be grows his tallest anil strongest.
To gO from the battle of wills, where personal-
ities have clashed, to a place of prayer, and in that
place of prayer to stay until there is only One
left of all the universe whose opinion is worth
while, to stay until all peevishness and smallness
are gone, to stay until the'soul is full cf tender
love and forgiveness* ‘gentleness.and: peace: that
is something that cannot be gotten from books,
that is a proccss of ministerial making.
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* WIty should' a minister appear peevish or
touchy? ;-\ny minister is likely to get a. banc'

almost any lime. He.ought to, be big enough
to take it with enough grace to smite. Some of
us Are so near the border line of littleness that
our people have to go easy with us for. fear wc
will pack up and go and leave tlieirivV Wc need
more heart making. More inner bigness.

We all have heard brilliant men, who could
preach an excellent sermon, and hold a crowd
for an hour, anil yet as wc, listened wc sensed
a lack, li was not a' lack, ot ideas nor vocabu-
lary, It was heart lack. How many times we
have been conscious that our ministry 'lacked
heart" enough,. 1* takes a God-niadc heart to
make, a minister. Seine way people recognise
sincerity and passion for the truth, and not only
recognize it.but demand it Above all. else-,a
minister must! have heart religion and also a heart
ministry, 1’raycr will help in the yaking of the
ministerial heart.

THE SMOKER
; His Peril and Possibility
: A. M. Hinis, D,.D.

What know ye not that your-body is the tem-
pin‘of the Iloly Ghost, .which is in vor(_ which
me have of Gad, and ye arc not your own? For -
ye are bought ivitk a price: therefore glorify
God in your body and'-in your spirit, which are .
God's (I Cor.’6:10, 20).

m |f any man defile the temple of God, hint shall
God.destroyfor the temple of God is holy,

which temple ye are (1 Cor. 3:1J).
moral being he possesses what all nioral
beings must have—intellect, sensibility and

freewill.

Then St..l’'aul named another trinity
remarkable verse 0 Thess. 5:23): “Now the
Gotl of peacc himself sanctify you wholly: and
may your whole spirit and soul and body be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ."

here is a double trinity in man, -As a

in that

These two trinities in a way overlap cach other,
white they arc not wholly the same. Take the
first: With the ‘intellect wc know, reflect,-think,
reason. With the sensibility we feel, and know
Ihe experience of happiness or misery, joy or sor-
row, pleasure or. pain. With the free will we
make our choiccs of right or wrong. Wc decide
whether wc will obey the idlctatcs of our ilium-
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'inated reason, or will live for the gratification of
our desires or sensibilities. The former is a life
of virtue: the latter is a life of sin.

Take the.second trinity. The spirit (pneuma)
is (he higher intuitional nature with which wc
know the primary truths of reason.; know God
arid the obligation to Jove ;imJ obey Him; know
right and wrong and our responsibility to God
for our conduct, and jnfideate.a comihg judg-
ment. Thb “soul" (psiiche) is.;the principle of
life and the lower forms of mind which we share
with lower animals. The body (soma)' is our
physical being with Its senses, and Sensibilities,
appetites, passions, and'desires. Through it also
we have enjoyment and suffering, pleasure and
pain. It is the medium' of- connection-between
our, minds and the physical world on. which wc,
live: it is the present home of the soul and the
source of a vast dealof the joys of life. As such
it brings us serious perils arid glorious possibilities
about which God speaks to every man with a
Father’s tender Jove.* Notice,~—

I.  The.JmHum body, os God creatcd”it, iws u

holy thing, the home of health attd ‘joy," .
and wholly free front disease
and pain.

The normal action of every organ brought de-
light. It was an unalloyed pleasure to eat, to
dripk, to breathe the. fragrant air, to .hear its
countless sounds, to smell its odors; to feel ma-,
terial surfaces, to see nature’s myriad hues-and
combination of forms arid colors,” The action
ol every function of body, or mind was a delight.
W ithout sin and consequent pain, life was per-
petual blessedness and existence itself a contin-
uous joy.

m |!, The entrance of sin into human lijc

changed it all.

The body bccamc infected with disease. The
appetites bccamc abnormal. Unnatural and rm-
wholcsomc appetites began to be cultivated. Sick-
ness followed. Tlie nerves, hitherto redundant
with health and joy, became the channels of fiery
pain. Misery, wretchedness, woe and death cami-
on apace in quick succession. This . world
planned for blessedness as the vestibule of heaven
bccarhe a vale of tears and suffering, ah aceldama
of woe'and blood.

I11. So here we fad any man’s perpetual peril.

His soul must in .this life inhabit his body.
And this body, which ought to be a holy temple
indwelt by Divinity, may,; through its perverted
appetites and desires, entice to all manner of
physical sin.

Such sin is a violation of the taws m
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of .nature, which are God's laws. One has said,
“The hvvs of nature site the hands of God execut-
ing His will." Hence physical sins are self-reg-
istering and self-detecting and execute their own
punishment. Therefore'lthc text is literally trfic:
"If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy." '

1 Of all the physical sins to which men yield—
gluttony, drug-hnbits—
let us take \hc one lhat is the most fashionable
and widespread, the looked-
upon as the most innocent— the usk.of tobacco
—and sec wfcat ivc mAylean pom it of thc sui-
c.idul effect of physical sin. ,

intemperance,, impurity,

most defended and

AVe will quote from some English authors and
authorities. -H. F. Trippet, of thc Military Col-
lege, Richmond, Surrey', says* “Tlicre ‘is abund-
ant evidence to show that the growing evil of
juvenile smoking is one of the causcs of physical
mdeterioration. But }it is n<jt merely the body
that suffers thereby: the mind, the morals, and
thc manners suffer as well. Thc practice of smok-
ing, in which boys of eight to sixteen years in-
dulge, stunts the growth, weakens the heart; in-
jures the eyesight, and lowers thc whole nervous
system. It impaire the memory, lessens the en-
ergy, .destroys thc power of concentration, and
.blunt? the moral sense, while it does not improve
the rtianncrs, and creates idle arid slovenly habits.
Out of thirty recruits- who presented themselves
the‘other day in Birmingham, only eleven'passed
thc ordinary medical test." m *

-'Another page of this English book, after quot-
ing many .physicians, says—Physical disorders are
the natural consequence of this indulgence. ; They
are'varied and numerous. Among them may be
named “smoker’s cancer,” “smoker’s heart,"
"heart disease” and , “paralysis,” “nervousness,"
“dyspepsia,” “nausea,"” “headaches,” "bad mem-
ory,” “slownea of thought,"” “poor blood," "short
breath,” “pain in thc heart,” “tremor of thc
hand,” and "restlfcssncss” follow in the footsteps
of the smoker. The voice, eye, sense, of taste and
smell are more or less injured. One doctor gives
particulars of seventy-two cases of smoker’s can-
cer he had seen in fourtee'n years, and their suf-
fering in death was horrible in thc extreme.

G.-Sims Woodhcad, M. D,, F. R, S. E., Pro-;

fcssor of Pathology at Cambridge University,
testified before a select committee of the House
of Lords, “Nicotine acts upon the nerve-cells,

first as a stimulant and then as-a depressant,.

Nicotine exercises.a definite injurious effect on
the spinal cord. . Nicotine interferes, with oxida-

ewith the development of the child."
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tion of the blood and'nutrition. Tobacco inter-
feres with the functions of the pye, of the heart,
and of the kidneys. Tobacco smoking interferes
These are
only thc briefest quotations-of his condemnation
of the use of tobacco.

Dr. Solby, of the London School Board: “I
believe if the .habit of smoking advances as it
has done during thc last ten or twelve years, the
English character will lose its combination of en-
ergy and solidity which has hitherto distinguished
it, and England will sink' in the scale of nations." .
The late Quinton Hogg, founder of thc Regent
Street Polytechnic, London, tells, us that in a
school of 500 pupils, twenty boys froin.tcn to
seventeen years of age were selected by lot out of-
those who used tobacco: twenty boys were also
selected by.lot from the boys that did not Use
tobacco, and ten teachcrs watched them forsev-
eral months to make a scientific test. .The

mSmokers compared with, nonsmokcrs as follows:

Nervous, 14 smokers to 1 nonsmoker; Bad hear®
ing, 13 smokers to 1 nonsmoker; Poor memory;
12 to .1;'-Bad manners, *16 Jo ?; Low behavior,
18 to I; Poor physical condition, 18 to 2;, Bad
moral condition, 10 to 0; Bad mental condition,
18 to 1; Truants, 10 to 0;.Low rank'in studies,
IB to 3; Failed of promotion, 79 times to 2m
times; Older than the average in their class, 19
to 2; Untruthful, 9,to 0; Slow thinkers; 19 to
3; Not able to work continuously, 17 to 1, Six
of the smokers were subject to sick spells, and
mwere really .wrecks already; seven others‘were
being constantly punished for. misdeeds, their
morals being broken down by their vice. m

This book tells of a prison with 600 inmates,.
for -crimes committed when under thc influence
of drink; Five hundred of these testified that
they began their intemperance by thc use of to-
bacco; The statistics of a -whole county ,of
Good Templars shows that the smokers were sev-
en times more liable to break their pledges than-
the nonsmokcrs.1

The Salvation Army War Cry tells us: “The
most dangerous devil, if not the largest one,
which the Salvation Army has to fightisthe cig-
arette, for thc cigarette user: is usually more help-
less and, weak than the drunkard. ' The man or
boy who has become addicted to cigarcttc smok-
ing can never reform.himself. And if God saves
him,- he will need more grace than the drunkard
does. He will also require more spiritual nursing
and dealing with than any other convert. Salva-
tion Army people arc very often asked, Why
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cJ«n't mulre of your.convertsymake soldiers? One
answer is,i the cifturrttc. The young men. who
tome to the penitent form and go b.ick into sin
arc in the majority of. eases led away from God
by the subtle cigarette devil. Nine-tenths or the
unsaved'young men in our meetings art cigarette
smokers, and-they (hi nut he(u_-vc that iUul can «r
will save them from the mind -wrecking, body-
killing- habit,"

This book tells us how tin: tobacco .vice is clos-
ing the dour of success to millions of tobacco usr
. crs. It names twenty-live railroad, corporations
in lhe United States, with over one hundred
tthousand i>mph>yei\s, nb<> will nut'employ tobac-
co users. One of.the directors of .the Union Pa--
ucific said, “Our company might just as mdl go to
the lunatic asylum fur its* employees as to retain
cigarette smokers in its employ.” The General
Manager of the Kock. Island and Pacific says:-“It
is impossible for.cigarette-smokereto-niake good
railway men." A mapagcr of another company
msaid, "A habitual cigarette smoker is almost sure
to be more or less color-blind.H This accounts
JJor many greqt railroad .accidents. Marshall Field
& Co., with 5,000 employees in their retail store,
and great banking and business houses, are re-
fusing any place for tobacco users hccausc ot
their incompetence.

Q. S, Morden writes in-Success’, “l leave ii to
others to discuss the moral side of cigarette smok-
ing., 1 denounce it-simply because of its blasting-
effect upon one's success in life; because it,draws
off the energy, saps, the vitality and force which
ought to be made to tell in one’ career; because
it blunts the sensibilities and deadens the think-

. inn [acuities; because it kills, the ambition and
the finer instincts, and the more delicate aspira-
tions and perceptions; because it destroys the
ability lo-concentrate one's mind, which is the

T

secret (if all achievement,"”.

This vice is no respecter of persons.- Emperors
and kings and crown princes and presidents and
senators and--statesmen and captains of industry
and. great preachers and leaders of men are all in-
jured,, and many-are prematurely cut down by-
this fascinating sin. Thoughtful students of the
subject have comc to the deliberate conclusion
that it is blighting more lives and ruining more
souls than any other ,vice that can be hamed.
Dr. Gtinsaulus, president of Armour Institute,
says, “J do not.believe there is an agency more
destructive of soul, mind, and.body, or more
subversive to gpoij morals, than the cigarette.
The fight against jt is a fight for civilization.”-
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.Hut all these physical sins and habits, impuri-'
ly,'intemperance, cocaine, morphine,, opium, and
the- tobacco habit are 'alikeSfi*"W s—they arc all
.:elf-registering and” self-punishing. By the w'uik-
ifK of God's eternal law, they inflict-their own’
penalty w.itlr -suicidal .hand,-. And so, “If- any
man deliie the temple p[ Clod, him, shall ,God dc-
stroy." Oh, that the boys of the world would
li-ten'(tV the moilicr ol ihe Wesleys, w-ho gave
' this sage advice to her sons: “Whatever weakens
your, reasoir, whatever impairs the-tenderness of
your: conscience,/whatever obscures your sense ol
God; whatever increases the -strength, of your
body over your mind, that thint! to you is svrong,
however innocent it may be in itself.”
IV.  Oint Inis mmiirlifyini’ gr.ace for 'us to elt'iitise
us from- nil our acquiredmabnormal up-
; [lelites, ami, to hike the undue strength m
out of nil our innocent desires V
This is every, man's' possibility. The chains ol
habit tan be broken: - The captive of; sin can be
pel irt-e, and made pure, and delivered from all'
his cmxnics.- The blood ’of .Jesus Christ can
clean*.' ns from'all sin;'- ’1hc Holy' Ghost- com-
injj into pur cleansed bodies can make us His holy
"temple 'and . constant' dwelling-place.  For .this
vJesus died: "Ye .are.not your own, *Ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
ymir body apd in your spirit, which-are God's.”
““For the 'sake of your body,".says President
Hlanchard, "the temple'of tiie Holy Ghost; for
the sake of your soul created in tile image of;.
:Goii; for the sake of your future which you
may make-or, martor the sake of the purU
woman who calk you son or brother or lover; .
for the sake of tempted ones, slaves o( sin,'whom
- you.should succor; for the sake of Jesus Christ
your Savior,; who' died "to' brjng you home to
God and heaven—do not defile yourself by this
seductive hut" deadly poison of tobacco,” nor by
any other- physical sin.' '

GOD EXPECTS AN ABSOLUTE
SURRENDER

W«v must' co-operate with God. If 'there, is.
any sin in. my heart'that 1 am not willing to
give up, then 1 nml.not pray. You may take a
bottle, and cork, it up tight, and put it under
Niagara, and (here wifi not a drop of tlia! niighly
yohnne of water get into tlie. bottle, If there
is any sin in my heart that | aiii not willing (o
give, up, 1 need not expert..a blessing.—P.. L.
' Mnnnv. | u;
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PASTORS SCRAP BOOK
I. L. Flynn

PWVEB
To the believer prayer is:

N

D - ‘TheVision'of hi* soul. ' -

¢ Hit. nic»t and his drink. "
Tlie magna. charter of his freedom,
The solving of his prublems,
Mis strong tower. ¢ 1
. His sccrctretreat.
A city of refuge,
A galasy ofloy,
“The paramount of-strength.--.
His bulwark ol peace,
The equilibrium of JiLs life. -
. Tlie dread o( his enemies.

s eSham, have no otiikr C;0t*s.J-
(Thrce ancient pods.)

1. Baa!, Deification of nature, ..Science loses
'tioil in worshiping nature,"." A present god to many,
,2-. Mnloch. Cruelty. Prostitution of.emotion-
rd- nature.- ' The moving irfcture show and present
day pleasure, is the. modern .Moloch. Hale,'next'
door tofove, Thinks God will he appeased by
cruelty. So the Hindu mother sacrifices; her child
to ihe. crocodile in the liojjc of appeasing the
wrath [ her Knd.'
" J. Mammon. ' The god -of the I'lurnicians anil
Syrians., Wealth, power, (Malt.'6:-24)m "

World gone mad today over wealth and what it
'brings.  Pli-'tsijre, jxuvcr, prestige, -to rule others.
-The-world is worshiping this cod, It is' said,

: “Money. is.power’—God |

“With SO--per cent'- ol our crime today being
committed by youths under 20, | think it’s time
to do something for (lie young.”—Police Commis-
sioner Grover Whalen, of New York City,

"Sinner, perhaps, this very day
Thy last accepted time may be;

Oh, shouldst thou grieve Him now aivay,
, Then hope,may never beam on thee.”-

“Comi" ,

Tire word “come" occurs six hundred andforly-
two times in the Jlihle, It is "Come to the sup-
per;" “Come to the waters;” “The Spirit and the
liride say, Come,” Through all sorrow, through
ail trials, through all nights of darkness, through
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sill calamities, through all temptations, it rings out,
*'Come! Cilme! Come!"™ Have you heard the
loving words of Jesus, “Come unto me, all ycthat
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest.” (Matt. 11: 2#.) ' .

Kaiiiu!

m Evangelist Will lliigg relateil recently the story
how he. was asked by the ]{resident of-a large firm
'to talk to one of his salesmen who was in trouble.
Ur, Hogg met ihe man anil asked him to attend
his church on the morrow and hear him preach, lie
was sure he could help him. The man left and a
few minutes later khrew himself under an ap-'
proaching tr;dn iind was ground to pieces. Dr.
Hogg said he never Kot to- help him with bis
sermon.

‘s SutHi ani» Steapffst . =

- “Both sure and steadfast". (Hcb. 6:19). The
soul is like a ship. She is made for the water, but
the water fnust not get inside of her:. Wc are-in
the world, but must, keep the world out of the
heart. Life is a voyage. Heaven, is .the harbor.
Hope is the'anchor; Faith'.is the cab!?. Ships
rock on the tide. So.do wc in daily experience.
Hut if the cable is good, the swjiying ship will
hold her mooring.—ScI.t

Mil.< Wfsj.ev to Ilik Shu Jons
“Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the
'lemiermvs of your conscience, obscures your sense
rif God or takes off the relish of spiritual.things—;
in fact,- whatever, increases the strength and au-
lhorjty of your body over your will, that thing is
sin lo you, however innoccnl it may .be in itself.”

SUMKTIii*T."to Think Adout
making the best
lime that we have to read, to think, and to pray?
'I.' Do we get it new glimpse of the w'onderfut
words and the divine character of Jesus every

day? .

L "How far' are' wc using well the truths wc
. know and the vision that-we have?- Is not use
the very way in which to gain more truth und '
vision 7—Sel. , ' n

t. Are we use of the.scant

"The shoes-nf-the preparation of the gospel of
peace never need go to the cobbler.”
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THE PREACHER AND THE PROGRAM

Tmk hi'iirift
VvV ]
1\ Ib a fi>od preacher iimr a good man; 'but he plays.‘Grandma’
* ™> his people, so that, he weakens them and causes lhem to fail,
sn lie fails with tfierii."". Tnt -speaker was- a man of experience in
“Muiiim church'™ andpreachers,” md 1 could not ignore his opinion of

a man in whom'l was interested anrrwho has appealed for “ a place with
a better opp Siunit\" ;o

“Just wlikU do, you mean.'"" | asked. <'Well,” my informer -tvent on,

, ‘he begins-at the .District- Assembly, by telling- how *very poor his-people
are afid"'how many obligations and how heavy tioir church debt. He really

Vintimates-th.it hi.vclmrch should receive help, from the Home Mission funds,
of the-district, and he takes a very small proportion of the budgets and

takes that reluctantly and under many.’protests. By such ft plan he re-

lieves himself and his people from any pressure that-might- bn placed upon,

him byDIsttict and General Treasurers. Then he Roes'home and .tells his

people limv tliese budgets-were placed upon them, .against his plea and that

he knows they are poor and hard ,pressed and- unable to raise the huge,

amounts that have been ‘assessed/ The result is lit never raises his bud-

gets for the Pislrict arid the General church.. Hut this is not all: the pco-

mpie get to feeling surry for themselves so that, they break down oh the local
e::pens”s and finally become too poor to raise the pastor's salary. So he

usually finishes up hi'i pastorate by pleading his.own poverty and trying

to induce hte poverty stricken people to pay some part of the. deficit on

his salary so he cn.i mcviv to. another place and Start' again on his ‘Grand-

ma-1tactics.” - = 1 ]

“Hut/h i- man is in desperate straits and wants a new place. He says
fie h;if never really had an opportunity,” | replied. “Yes, | know/" my
informer continued,” he always says that. Hut the strange thingis -that



EXPOSITIONS OF
HOLT SCRIPTURE

A Complete Exposition of the Bible
By ALEXANDER MACLAREN

NEW EDITION

So great was the demand for thia masterful set of expositions that wo could
not allow it to remain out of print. A new edition was imperative. Here
itls. '

SEVENTEEN VOLUMES *
2000 EXPOSITIONS *
16,000 PAGES

COfMIPLETELY INDEXED AND. REFERENCED
BOUND IN BEAUTIFUL MAROON BUCKRAM

The, expositions were originally published in thirty-three volumes and Boid
for sixty-nine dollars. . :

In thls’edition they have been combined in seventeen volumes and sell for a
fraction of the former price.

roripris, O10.00

Dr. M&clarlm touches a text with a silver hammer, and it immediateI?/ breaks
up into natural and memorable divisions, bo comprehensive and so clear that
it Beems remarkable that the text should be handled in any other way.

The commendatpry adjectives aﬁplied are almost countless-—"STIRRING”—
“STIMULATINGEF— “INSPIRING” -r- “SPIRITED" — “DISTINGUISHED"
—“CLEAR"— “COMPREHENSIVE"— “PRACTICAL"— “POWERFUL*—
“THOROUGH”"—*“LIVING™

This library of extraordinary expositor¥_ wealth cannot fail tp enrich any
reacher who .uses it;, into It iffbuilt the life of this truly great man: great In
is personal piety and great in his rare insight into Scripture.

Nazarene Publishing House, 2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo.




