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P&EPaCE
TO

THE THIRD EDITION.

F o r  some years after Mr. Wesley had entered 
upon the office of a Christian Minister his views of 
evangelical truth were very defective. His temper 
was deeply serious, and it was his sincere and ear­
nest desire to save his own soul, and them that 
heard him ; hut he understood not the nature and 
extent of the Christian salvation, nor the faith 
by which it is obtained. In this state he wrote 
and published little. A revised translation of 
Kempis’s “ Christian’s Pattern,” a single Sermon, 
and a small Collection of Prayers, which he formed 
for the use of his pupils at Oxford, were his only 
publications at this period of his life. The case 
was widely different when he was brought to an 
acquaintance, both in theory and experience, with 
the truth as it is in Jesus. He then felt that “ the 
world was his parish ; ” and that he had a message 
from God to all men. The love of Christ con­
strained him to publish that message in all parts 
of the land, regardless of toil, contempt, and 
danger; and the same principle rendered him one 
of the most voluminous writers of the asre. For 
fifty years the press was incessantly employed under 
his direction, in multiplying books of the most 
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useful kind, adapted to tlie spiritual benefit of all 
classes of the community, but chiefly designed for 
the instruction of the poor. His different works 
Averc printed in London, Bristol, Dublin, and New­
castle-upon-Tyne ; hut they Avere often confided to 
the care of men aaL o AÂere incompetent to the task 
of correcting them; and the itinerant ministry in 
Avhich he Avas incessantly employed rendered it 
impossible that they should undergo his own in­
spection as they passed through the press. The 
consequence was, that errors accumulated in them, 
till, in several instances, they failed to express the
author’s meaning.

Beminded, at length, by advancing years, of his 
approaching end, and desirous that, after his decease, 
his trumpet should not “ give an uncertain sound, 
he undertook a careful revision of his AAdiole AÂ orks, 
which he published in a uniform edition. It is 
comprised in thirty-two duodecimo volum es; the 
first of AAdiich hears the date of 1771, and the last 
that of 1771. To this edition the following address 
“ to the reader ” is prefixed :—

“ 1. I have had a desire, for scÂ eral years, if God 
should spare me a little longer, to print in one col­
lection all that I had before published in separate 
tracts. (I mean, all the prose, except the Notes on 
the Bible, the System of Philosophy, the Christian 
Library, and the books which were designed for the 
use of Kingswood School) These I wanted to see 
printed together; but on a better paper, and with 
a little larger print than before.

“ 2. I Avanted to methodize these tracts, to range
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them uuder proper heads, plaeing those together 
whieh were on similar subjects, and in such order 
that one might illustrate another. This, it is easy 
to see, may be of use to the serious reader, who 
will then readily observe, that there is scarce any 
subject of importance, either in practical or con­
troversial divinity, which is not treated of more or 
less, either professedly or occasionally.

“ 3. But a far more necessary work than that of 
methodizing, was the correcting them. The cor­
recting barely the errors of the press is of much 
more consequence than I had conceived, till I 
began to read them over with much more attention 
than I had done before. These, in many places, 
were such as not only obscured, but wholly de­
stroyed, the sense; and frequently to such a 
degree, that it would have been impossible for any 
but me to restore it. Neither could I do it myself, 
in several places, without long consideration : The 
Avord inserted having little or no resemblance to 
that which I had used.

“ 4. But as necessary as these corrections were, 
there were others of a different kind, which were 
more necessary still. In revising what I had wrote 
on so many various subjects and occasions, and for 
so long a course of years, I found cause for not only 
literal or verbal corrections, but frequently for cor­
recting the sense also. I am the more concerned to 
do this, because none but myself has a right to do 
it. Accordingly I have altered many words or sen­
tences ; many others I have omitted; and in various 
parts I have added more or less, as I judged the
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subject required : So that in this edition I present 
to serious and candid men my last and maturest 
thoughts, agreeable, I hope, to Scripture, reason, 
and Christian antiquity.

“ 5. It may be needful to mention one thing 
more, because it is a little out of the common way. 
In the extract from Milton’s ‘ Paradise Lost,’ and 
in that from Dr. Young’s ‘ Night Thoughts,’ I 
placed a mark before those passages which I judged 
were most worthy of the reader’s notice. The same 
thing I have taken the liberty to do throughout 
the ensuing volumes. Many will be glad of such 
a help; though still, every man has a right to judge 
for himself, particularly in matters of religion, 
because every man must give an account of him­
self to God.

“ J ohn W esley.
“ March, 1771.”

The printer employed upon this occasion was 
William Pine, of Bristol; whose carelessness in a 
great measure defeated Mr. Wesley’s design in the 
correction of his works. In the seventeenth volume, 
page 56, the argument is completely ruined by an 
omission, which Mr. Wesley has thus noticed in the 
table of errata:—“ By the inexcusable negligence of 
theprinter and corrector, several paragraphs are here 
left out.” A more grievous instance of the same 
kind occurs in the twenty-ninth volume, page 183 ; 
where one hundred and seven pages are omitted, 
making a chasm in the Journal of one year and three 
months. On this subject the following entry is made
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by Mr. Wesley in the volume which he left in his own 
private library :—“ N.B. Prom this day, July 20, 
1749, to Nov. 2, 1751, is wanting, by the inexcus= 
able negligence of the printer. An entire Journal! ” 

In addition to these instances of flagrant inatten­
tion, it should also be stated, that Pine’s edition of 
Mr. Wesley’s works is disfigured throughout by 
inaccuracies, many of which greatly affect the 
sense. Mr. Wesley prepared a list of errata, which 
he prefixed to each volume; and in the copy of his 
works which he reserved for his personal use, he 
corrected the whole with his own hand. One of 
these errors may be properly mentioned as an ex­
ample : The number might be greatly increased. 
In volume the twenty-eighth, page 98, having given 
an account of his mother’s death and funeral, Mr. 
Wesley inserts a letter written by her, in which she 
describes her manner of governing her children 
when they were under her care at Epworth. One 
of her rules was, as there stated, “ That no sinful 
action, as lying, pilfering at church, or on the Lord's 
day, disobedience, quarrelling, &c., should ever pass 
unpunished.” This law of the family, as it here 
stands, is a perfect libel upon the understanding and 
conscience of the excellent mother, and upon the cha­
racter and habits of her well-disciplined children. It 
supposes that, under ordinary circumstances, “ pil­
fering ” is not “ a sinful action ; ” and that it only 
becomes such when committed in the “ church,” or 
on the Sabbath ; and intimates that, if the children 
were only honest on that sacred day, and when 
engaged in public worship, they might, at other
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times, and in other places, transgress the eighth 
commandment with impunity. Suspicions have 
been actually deduced from this most objectionahle 
passage, unfavourable even to the moral character 
of the Wesley family. W ĥereas they were all inno­
cent in this affair. Mrs. Wesley’s rule was, “ That 
no sinful action, as lying, pilfering, playing at 
church, or on the Lord’s day, disobedience, quarrel­
ling, &c., should ever pass unpunished.” Thus it 
stands in the early editions of the Journal, and 
thus it stands corrected by Mr. Wesley. Pine’s 
most injurious misprint, however, was perpetuated 
in the successive editions of the Journal for half a 
century; and during that period was also unhappily 
transferred to various other publications which 
have been extensively circulated.

Mr. Wesley’s edition of his own works was ren­
dered particularly valuable by an addition that was 
made to those of his Sermons to which a legal 
importance was aftenvards attached. These Ser­
mons were published at different times, and were 
originally comprised in three duodecimo volumes. 
The first hears the date of 1746; the second, of 
1748 ; and the third, of 1750. A fourth ŵ as added 
in the year 1760; containing also some other prac­
tical tracts, partly original and partly selected; and 
it was not numbered as connected with the former 
series. To these Sermons ten others were now added. 
Some of them had been published as separate 
pamphlets, having been preached on particular 
occasions: The rest appear to have been wudtten 
for the express purpose of givinc” a more complete
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view of the author’s doctrinal system.* The entire 
series is inserted in tlie first four volumes of the 
works in the edition of 1771—1771; and to these 
Sermons it is that reference is made in the Trust- 
Deeds of the Methodist chapels, as embodying, 
with his Notes on the New Testament, the doctrines 
of the Connexion.

To meet the circumstances of the poor, the cor­
rected and uniform edition of Mr. Wesley’s works 
was published in weekly numbers, at sixpence 
each.f

* The following are the ten sermons here mentioned :—The Second 
Sermon on the Witness of the SpiritOn Sin in Believers Eepent- 
ance of Believers The Great Assize The Lord our Eighteonsness; 
—Wandering Thoughts ;—the Scripture Way of Salvation ;—The 
Good Steward;—The Eeformation of Manners;—On the Death of 
Mr. Whitefield. It is worthy of remark, that when Mr. Wesley pub­
lished a uniform edition of his Sermons in eight volumes duodecimo, 
in 1787 and 1788,—a copy of which he afterwards bequeathed to 
every Travelling Preacher,—by some unaccountable inadvertency, a 
copy of an early edition of tho doctrinal Sermons was placed before 
the Printer; so that not only were the ten discourses here mentioned 
left out, but the benefit of the corrections which the author had made 
sixteen years before was completely lost to the reader. Of this edition 
the fifth and three following volumes consisted of Sermons selected 
from the Arminian Magazine.

f  The following were the “ Conditions ” of publication, as stated on 
the cover of each number, drawn up, in all probability, by the printer :—

“ 1. That the work will be neatly printed in duodecimo, on a fine 
paper, and new letter; cast on purpose by Isaac Moore and Co.

“ 2. That a number, containing seventy-two pages, stiched in blue 
paper, shall be delivered weekly to the subscribers, till the whole is 
completed, at sixpence.

“ 3. That every five numbers will make a handsome volume, con­
taining about three hundred and sixty pages.

“4. That in the last volume will be given a correct and copious Index.
“ 5. That particular attention will be paid, through the whole, to 

the goodness of the paper, and neatness of the print; so that when 
finished, it is not doubted but it will afford general satisfaction to the 
subscribers, as well as put them in possession of a uniform and elegant 
edition of so valuable a work.”

v i i



v x u PREFACE TO

This edition contains a large number of tracts 
which were not written by Mr. Wesley, but abridged 
and adopted from various authors; and as he lived 
nearly twenty years after it was published, and 
continued during this interval to write with his 
usual diligence, at the time of his death it was, of 
course, extremely incomplete. To meet the wishes 
of his friends, therefore, in the year 1S09 a new 
edition of his works, in the octavo size, was com­
menced, and finished in 1813. It is comprised in 
sixteen volumes, to which was afterwards added an 
Index to the whole. Respecting this edition it 
may be observed, that the printer overlooked Mr. 
Wesley’s tables of errata; that the original 
arrangement of the Sermons was altered, those 
which were intended by the author to constitute the 
standard doctrines of Methodism being mixed up 
with others, apparently for the sake of variety; 
that two papers, one on baptism, (Vol. XIII., p. 
412,) and another on the immortality of the soul, 
(Vol. XV., p. 343,) were not written hy Mr. Wesley; 
and that, as no record of his entire works had been 
kept, nor any complete collection of them ever 
formed, many pamphlets, and other documents, 
written by him, were not known, and therefore not 
inserted. The edition was perhaps as complete as cir­
cumstances would then allow; it met the wishes of 
the Connexion, and gratified Mr. Wesley’s friends; 
and the whole was sold in the course of a few years.

With regard to the edition now before the reader, 
—which is denominated the “ third,” and is said to 
have received “ tlie last corrections of the author,”—
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it may be requisite to state, tbat two objects have 
been kept in view : The formation of a pure text of 
Mr. Wesley’s original writings; and a complete 
collection of them. To obtain these, no exertion 
has been spared. Of all his larger works Mr. 
Wesley left copies in his private library, contain­
ing corrections in his own handwriting. These 
corrections are now published for the first time ; 
and every separate work has been carefully collated 
throughout with copies of different editions which 
were printed during the author’s life. That no 
literal or verbal inaccuracies have escaped detection 
is not pretended. A late writer, who was long 
practised in typography, has remarked, that “ abso­
lute correctness in printing is perhaps unattain­
able; ” and that “ those are to be the most com­
mended who come the nearest to it.” In a few 
instances, it has been perceived, letters have been 
broken, or drawn out, after the sheets were put to 
press ; but nothing of the kind, it is believed, has 
occurred, so as to mislead the reader, or to render 
the author’s meaning uncertain. It is not uncom­
mon, in reprinting the works of deceased authors, 
to make occasional alterations, according to the 
views and taste of the person to whom the correc­
tion of the press is intrusted : A practice which 
cannot be too strongly reprobated. In many in­
stances, to alter the style or sentiments of a de­
ceased writer, especially without acknowledgment, 
is a far greater crime than that of violating the 
sanctity of his tomb. No such liberty bas been 
taken with a single sentence of Mr. Wesley’s works.
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It would not have been difhcult, indeed, to render 
many passages in them more conformable to the 
rules of modern grammar; hut tliis would have 
been to deprive them of one of their peculiarities, in 
which also they resemble the productions of the 
most eminent men among his contemporaries.

Every effort has been made to include the whole 
of Mr. Wesley’s original writings in the present 
edition. It contains upwards of twenty pamphlets, 
more than five hundred letters, and a large number 
of other documents, that were never embodied in 
any former collection of his works; and several of 
them are of superior interest and importance. 
Many of the letters are of great value; and the 
rest will serve to show the bent of the writer’s mind, 
and the nature and extent of his correspondence; 
while, at the same time, they contain hints and 
allusions which serve to illustrate the history of 
Methodism in different places. In the last volume 
are given a list of the prose works which Mr. Wesley 
abridged from various authors, and another of the 
poetical publications of the two brothers. They 
exhibit the astonishing mass of information which 
the Eounder of Methodism placed within the reach 
of the common people; and will assist those per­
sons who wish to form a complete collection of the 
works which received his sanction. The prefaces 
connected with them, and which are here given 
entire, constitute an important part of his instruct­
ive writings. These lists may not he absolutely 
perfect. It is possible that some future editor may 
discover both original publications of Mr. Wesley, 
and tracts abridged by him from the writings of
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other men, which are at present unknown; hut 
nothing has been overlooked through inattention.

Judging from internal evidence, the following 
tracts are believed not to have been originally 
written by Mr. Wesley; hut as the means of ascer­
taining their authors were not at hand, they have 
been again inserted in his works:—“ A Roman 
Catechism, vvdth a Reply thereto (Vol. X.., p. 86;) 
“ The Origin of Image-Worship among Christians;” 
{Ibid., p. 175;) and “ Directions concerning Pro­
nunciation and Gesture.” (Vol. X III., p. 518.) 
Much of the “ Treatise on Baptism” (Vol X., p. 
188) is copied from a tract which was written by 
his father.

Mr. Wesley published a few of his tracts under 
different titles; and lest any persons should sup­
pose that they are not inserted in this edition, 
because some of the titles do not there occur, it may 
be proper to state, that the pamphlet entitled, 
“ Cautions and Directions given to the greatest 
Professors in the Methodist Societies, 1762,” was 
afterwards incorporated in the ‘ - Plain Account of 
Christian Perfection ; ” (Vol. XI., p. 427 ;) that the 
“ Plain Account of Genuine Christianity, 1761,” 
often reprinted,—which is perhaps the most beauti­
ful of all Mr. Wesley’s tracts,—forms the conclu­
sion of his “ Letter to Dr. Middleton;” (Vol X., 
p. 67 ;) and that “ The Dignity of Human Nature, 
1786,” is the first chapter of “ The Doctrine of 
Original Sin,” in answer to Dr. Taylor. (Vol. IX., 
p. 196.)

To the uniform edition of his worhs which Mr. 
Wesley published, he appended translations of the
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greater part of the elassical quotations with whieh 
they abound. This example has been followed upon 
the present occasion. His own translations are 
preserved ; and when he has given none, the best 
that could he obtained from other writers have been 
adopted. The quotations themselves, which are 
sometimes given in an accommodated form, have 
been carefully verified. In a few instances short 
notes are given at the foot of the page, where the 
subject seemed to require some elucidation. It 
would have been easy to increase both their num­
ber and length ; but it was felt that there would be 
an impropriety in loading the volumes with such 
explanations as ought rather to be sought in bio­
graphical and historical compilations.

As Mr. Wesley’s works are of a very miscellane­
ous character, a copious Index is indispensable in 
order to their general utility as books of reference. 
This also has been attempted; and no small amount 
of time and labour has been expended upon it. 
Every subject of importance, and every person and 
place of any note, mentioned in these admirable 
volumes, it is presumed, may now be referred to 
without difficulty.

While every attempt has been made to render 
this edition worthy of the distinguished author, 
and of the Connexion of Avhich he was the Eounder, 
justice requires that the liberal encouragement 
which has been given to it should be acknowledged. 
The number of subscribers has regularly increased 
from the publication of the first volume; and, not­
withstanding the agricultural and commercial 
distress Avhich so generally prevails, two thousand
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copies of the work are now in circulation : A cheer­
ing proof of the esteem in whieh Mr. Wesley s 
incomparable writings are held, and of the respect 
which is cherished for the talents and virtues of 
that apostolie man. It is a favourable circum- 
stanee, that Mr. Wesley’s works are completed pre­
cisely at the time when his Life by the Rev. Richard 
Watson has made its appearance. In that very 
instructive biography Mr. Wesley’s doetrinal views 
are well explained, and the peeuliarities of his 
character and eonduct are defended with admirable 
ability and effect.

In publishing this edition of Mr. Wesley’s works, 
it is presumed that the Methodist Connexion has 
only in part discharged a debt which has long been 
due to his memory. That debt will never be fully 
cancelled, until the tracts which he abridged 
from other writers shall be republished; and es­
pecially until a uniform edition of his poetical 
works, and those of his gifted brother, shall be 
given to the world. In addition to the volumes of 
hymns which they published, and many of which 
have long been out of print, Mr. Charles Wesley left 
in manuscript five quarto volumes of hymns on the 
Four Gospels, and the Acts of the Apostles, revised 
for publication with the greatest care, both by him­
self and his brother, besides several other volumes 
of miscellaneous poetry; the whole of which are 
distinguished by his characteristic elegance and 
strength, and especially by a spirit of fervent piety. 
These compositions have lately become the property 
of the Methodist Conference, by purchase from his 
heir, and, with those which are already before the
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world, form such a body of devotional poetry as 
the Christian church has never seen.

The number of Mr. Wesley’s publications may 
well excite surprise, when viewed in connexion 
with his incessant travelling, his uninterrupted 
ministerial labours, and the nature and extent of 
his pastoral cares. The works of such men as 
Mr. Baxter and Bishop Taylor are more volumin­
ous than his original compositions ; hut those dis­
tinguished men Avere compelled to spend the 
greater part of their lives in retirement: Whereas 
Mr. Wesley’s life Avas one of the greatest activity. 
He published more books, travelled more miles, and 
preached more sermons, than any other Minister of 
his age; and the entire history of human nature 
does not furnish a higher example of laborious dili­
gence in the service of God and man.

His style hears a strong resemblance to that of 
Addison ; and for terseness, perspicuity, simplicity, 
and force, has perhaps never been surpassed. He 
regarded “ a great book as a great ev il; ” and in all 
his publications, Avhether original or adopted, aimed 
at brevity. By this means he saved his OAvn time 
and that of his reader, and secured the sale of his 
works among the poor : Por, unlike those writers 
who are authors by profession, he has distinctly 
stated, that he never published anything for the 
sake of pecuniary advantage; hut simply to defend 
the truth, or to convey instruction.

The presumed “ ignorance ” of Mr. Wesley’s 
societies has often been a subject of allusion, and of 
illiberal remark : But the fact is, that the greater
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part of the common people of England were left with 
scarcely any knowledge either of religion or of 
letters. He taught them the nature and necessity of 
Christian piety; and at the same time made provi­
sion for their intellectual improvement. To explain 
and enforce practical godliness was his great con­
cern ; hut in subordination to this, he laboured to 
excite a taste for elegant literature, and supplied 
persons in comparative poverty Avith the means of 
obtaining nseful knowledge in its various branches. 
It will he perceived that he published Grammars of 
five different languages ; a compendium of logic; a 
selection of elegant moral poetry; a concise 
history of England, and of the Christian church; 
a system of natural philosophy ; and a commentary 
on the entire Scriptures. By more than half a 
century he anticipated the laudable exertions 
which are noAV in progress to promote the general 
instruction of the community. The cheap and 
useful literature of the present day, in the shape 
of popular “ Libraries,” is an imitation, whether 
designedly or not, of his “ Christian Library,” and 
of the other works just specified. Modern com­
pilers have fcAv difficulties to surmount. They can 
readily avail themselves of the improvements of 
science, and of that appetite for knowledge which 
is excited by the labours of the “ schoolmaster.” 
Mr. Wesley had to create that appetite; and he 
had to create it in a people deeply sunk in igno­
rance, and addicted to brutal habits. His “ Chris­
tian Library ” was a noble effort to render avail­
able to the spiritual interests of the people in 
general, the scarce and valuable works of volumi-

THE TH IllI) EDITION.



nous and learned authors. The historical and 
scientific compilations whicli he published were 
adapted to the wants of a people who had already 
begun to read and to think; and show that, in 
his apprehension, there is a close connexion he- 
tAveen useful knowledge and vital godliness. Un­
happily, some of the cheap publications of the 
present day contain sentiments unfavourable to 
religion, morality, and social order; whereas the 
whole of his publications are at once designed and 
calculated, not only to improve the understanding, 
hut also to promote the love of God and man. They 
inculcate rational and scriptural piety, universal 
benevolence, and the purest loyalty and patri< t̂ism.

To young persons who are studying the arts of 
composition and correct reasoning, Mr. Wesley’s 
original works will ever be of inestimable value; 
as a record also of the rise and progress of that 
revival of true religion which distinguished the 
eighteenth century, and from which such import­
ant results haÂ e arisen, they joossess a deep and 
a permanent interest; hut their chief excellence 
consists in an exhibition of Christianity in its 
spirituality and power, and of the scriptural 
method of obtaining it. They eall the attention of 
professing Christians from the vanities of the 
world, and from a religion of mere form, to the 
“ pearl of great price,”—that “ kingdom of God,” 
Avhich “ is not meat and drink, hut righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

THOMAS JACKSON.
L ondon,

May 16ih, 1831.
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