
THE PRAYER OF MANASSES 
I NT RODUCTI ON 

§ I. DF~C-R I PT!O'f OF 'l'JIF l300IC 

· T111: !'rarer of 7\lanasses, King uf Jud,1h, when he was holden captive in Babylon,' is the title 
of a short pc.:mtent i.11 Psalm. his written in Greek, and contains thirly-,even t1Ti"(_ot. In Frit1.sche', 
l.t/,ri .lf,a1fl1i 1 ·.1. 7i·st. fir11a,• it is divided into fifteen verses; and this division has been ver) 
~encrally ad<>pled. 

fill' l'salm con,ists of VI) an inrnc 1tion of the Deity(-;,;•. t-;), (b) a confession of ,in (:m 8-lO). 
(n ,tn entreaty for forgiveness (,·11. I 1 15). 

§ z. ITS 0Rl(;l:'I. 

Its literary origin is obscure. Thcre ,cems, h0\1ever, to be little reason to doubt that the author 
w:is a Jew, i.e. not .1 Christian. \\"hilc.:, in the case of so ~hurt a fragment, it is difficult to decide 
with absolute cert.Linty, it seems most probable that the Prayer \\·as originally writ ten i11 Greek; and 
that the existing Greek text is not, a~ has sometimes been maintained, a translation from the Hcbre\\ 
or Aramaic.1 If this view be.: correct,' The l'rarcr of i\lanasscs' should be dassed with such writings 
as 'The Song of the Three Children·. and be regarded as. in all probability, the composition of 
a I lclleni,tic Jew, who in the interc,ts of his people·s faith "rote the penitential Prayer to suit the 
,pccial circumstances under which the prn}"cr, a,cribed to :\[anassch, King uf Judah, in 1 Chron. 
xxxiii. 18, 19, was supposed to have been uttered. 

It 1,111 be convenient to quote the whole passage in which thi, mention of the king's prayer 
occurs, z Chron. xx xiii. 11 13, I !I, I 9: 

( 1 , ) '\\ hercfore the Lo1<u brought upon them the captain, of the hn,t of the king of \s,) ria, which took 
Manassd1111 ch,1111' (Or, r,·1//1 h,111krJ,,111<l bound him with fellers, .,n<l carried hin, 10 lfab)·lon. (1,) .\nd \\hen 
he 11a, in di~lr<:", he he,0111;hl th<: l.0K11 hi, God, an,! humhkd him,clf i:reltly l><:fon: th1.: G()(I of hi~ fathers. 
(13) .\n<l he prayed unto hi111; and he ""s ,ntn·at<·d of him, and hcar<l h" ,upplication, and brou~hl him 
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then \fanassch knc1, that the l.oRn he was God .... (18) Now the 
rc,t 11f the acts of \la11.issch, and his prayer 111110 his I ;od, and lhc words of the seers th,,t spake to him 111 the 
n::unc c,f the I.ORI>, the C:od of lsr.,cl, behold, 1hcy arc written among the U<"ts of the kmgs of brad. ( 19) II is 
prayer also, and huw God wa, 1111rc·atcd of him, and all his sin and hts trespass. and the place., wherein he built 
high places, and sl"l up the .\shenm and th,· graven images. before he humbled h11n,df: behold, the) arc 
written in the hist<>r) of I lm.ai (Or, the surs). 

a\ccorcling tu thi, account, a Prayer of Manasseh O was reputed. in the Chronicler's time, (a) to 
have been pre,e1ved among · the acts of the kings of Israel', and (/,) to be contained in the records 
of 1101.ai (or, th,· se,rs). \\'hethu the Chronicler himself was acquainted with any such Hebrew 
prayer, or ll'hether he is simply repcatmg :i popular tradition, we have no means of determining. Xo 
such "riting was ever contained in the I le brew Scriptures; 1101·, if it ever exbted, has it survived in 
any Hebrew or Aram:iic form. 

It is easy lo understand that the Chronicler's story of :\Iana,seh's repentance and prayer and 
dclivc.:,ance from captivity must have produced upon the minds of devout Jews a profound impression. 
The record of hi~ idolatry :ind of his persecution of the servants of Jehovah had ,..tamped hi, name 
with infamy in the annals of Judah. But side by ,ide with his wickedness were commemorated the 
unu·,ual length of the king's reign :1nd the quiet peacefulnes., of his end. The Chronicler's story of 
the rcpcntam:e and conversion of ;\!a11a~~ch provided the exphnation of :l seemingly unintelligible 
;uwmaly. llencefo1th his name was associated by Jewbh tradition not only with the grossest acts 
of idula11y e\·er perpetrated by a king of Judah, but also with the most famous instance of Divine 
fuq::h·cne" towards a n:pentant ,inner. \\'hat more remarkable example could be found of the long­
suffcring compassion of the Almighty and of 11 is readiness to hear and to answer the supplication of 
a contrite penitent? 

\othing would be more natuml than for a devout Jew to endeavour lo frame in fitting terms the 
kincl of penitential prayer, which, according- to the tradition, :\fanassch had poured forth when he was 
in capti\'itr in Babylon. The sentiments embodied in such a form of petition might conceivably be 

1 Sec note on§ 7.-GFN. En. 
' Tht oldest non-canonical reference to 1h1s pra~er is to be found in 2 Baruch lxi~. 8. 
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appro priate to thoS<? _uf hi• counll'}'lllCII who 1111<1 fallen into 1dol.11ry, .ind whr, m~ht p!t l,c icrlaiuw,1 
from the error of their way. 

Accor<l in;.: to this hypotht.>s1s, the l', alm \l':t!i composed riu II l'ractiul dc,•,,tion:il purpr.-c. 

~ .3. lTS l.tn:RAH\ HISTORY 

·The !'rarer or :\l.111a~se,' makes ii- first .1pp<:,11,u1<e 111 ,·,taut l11cratu1c., 5'J far., .. i< krll'mn r,t 
present. in the so-calk·d lh.f,1.r .. 1/i,1. ·1 hi, "a, :in c.11 Ir ,,111 i,11.,11 ", ,tin,!, COlllftthccl f"u!J;,Lly in 
the !'>Cu,ml or thi1d century, and ini:1,1p111atrd int« the .lt-,1t,!1f11/ (i11,t1!11!1<ms, ., ""'I,; ,,I t!\C, 
fourth or fifth centul'}, of which the fir.t six books consist or the f)id,ucalla. 

l he author of th, /),,l,1.rr,1/i,1 wa, pr.,li.d,lr ., n1cn1l,er 1JI the C h11st1.111 < hurd1 1n S>•r1,1. ii:1,J 

wrol<. m Creel,; , In a 1011;.: cxt1Ml.app.11e,ntly dt·11,·ed f, .. 111 ..oinc «th~, wiitin;.:. he rrcord• ,It l<-w>1h 
the 11arrative of :'l!anas..'l<·h's idol.itrr ,ui.l puni,l,111~111. of hi~ 1cp, nt.m,.., .ind pr,1yc:r. of his 111ir.,c11l~11 
uclin:rancc from captivity and 1c,to1,,tiou t<> J,·1usak111. ' I ht• nhjcct whid1 th<· 1,111h"r of th(' 
Did,rsc11/it111.1, in dew i, l1J 1lhi-!1,l\c G·~l\ 111,·1.-r t .. \\:111!, a rq,c11t.111t ,i11111:r. ,\ft<'r l,11cllv rn~n· 
tioninge the cl.1,sic,tl instantcs .. r I la,·id. 1cp,·11t,111n· .11 th,· "tu,k,· .. r ~ 1tli;.,1, ,,r )1111.,h ·~ "p.:Ot:uicc: 
anti the answer lo his prarcr lllll'rnl in tht: ,di.ti<·', I" lly. of I l,·1ek1.1h', ,upph, .11, ,11 .,nd tht· p.ircl,m 
of his sin of pt idc. hl' continue,,' llul h•· 11 l,1·11. } 1.: l1i•l10p,. IP .111 c,c, llrnl ,UHi 11Pi"'''I(' t:l<.'1111Jlle: 
for thus is it written Ill the F1111rth l\o.,l. ol tlic Kini:d11111" 11.r ! h:in.;, :,nd 111 llw :-.unnd 11,.,1,; of 
Chronicles.' Then follow <",tracts hnm the !..\: .\ ,,t 2 Kin;:, xxi. I• 1 \ ,incl ; < hr't11, x,x111. 1 11, 

which arc wcldrd lngcthn .ind, xp.111<ktl hy lour ,\tl,lit1"11'. to \\h1th dwre 1, n•1tl11:1;: Ct>rrc.,y,rulm;: 
in the llcbrew lex\, The vrd1;r in which these c~lract~ follow one another is as folhiws: 

(1) 2 Kings xxi. 1 4. (i) :\ddi11on B. Al,,,,., follo,1cd by• The Prayer 
(z) z Chron. xx xiii. ,; K of :'\lanas:;cs '. 
(3) 2 hings xxi. 9-1 t,. (li ,\dditi,m C. 
(4) ! Chron. :,;xxiii. 11. (<;) 2 Chron. >.:Xl<L1. 1 1b. 

(.SJ Aduitivn A. /1c,) Addition D. 
(6) ::: Chron. xxxiii. 1 2 1 I• \r.l''"''ltifaro). (11) 2 ( Itron. >.:xsii1. 1 'j, 16. 

The Addition, ar~· as follows· 
(.t\) An in,ertion bet\\e~n z Chro11. xx xiii. 11 and 1;:: •ai ,j,· o,o,µ,',·o, ""' .~ar~u,rr ,a?pwµi,_ 

i: ... A.o,; ;,~ur .. f '{'t'.\(lAIJ:· Alfi t"r,L.,,oru "''i'~~ i:1.~1,, .. ,,. ,i,t7"~J\ ir IT'rl1flµ4t 1,jf•,l)t Idle 11,w ffl.' h~,t h.\t,111 ., ,..,~;nu. 
WfTTC ('(11 at TOI' ICQ . 1/I' Q"l'l'f\flµfl'(HJ AQ( (•.,l'J'WJ,L(l'U\ 4Tfj,1;/Jpn,l 

(H), Afte1 ~ .Chr~,n. :'""iii., •3, .,., -::1"""l''f""' r.pu, ,.,1•wr (I.X X ov-.:r) is added Aiy, .. ,,. <1°pH 
7i<•J"TOKJ1'(JTWfl •• U\ flit.\ QtWJ'O\', .\µ111•. 

(C) Instead of::: l'hron. xxxiii. r3 ,o, ir.,;,ovau· nirov· rni i r.11«aw, 1• rij, /1011, ai•ro,·, is substituted 
""l l":i~M;Ot''1C TIJ'> 1J,wnj'!. aiToLJ ,a7pw,·, ,.,,1 ~,..H1to1•rt1· tiL,J,·· ,.-al t,t, tTo T.t 1ll ,,&JTO,· efiA.Of ~t·pt;,;, ,1.ul (rci111;l}O'a,• 
r.tu"Ttr. Ttl ':if/'~ o l.Ti",v ai<>11µa· ,.,,i l,i,.,.1tro AljJlU'> \Ja1•acr(T1JI' i, rij, OAl·.Jnw,; ut,rllf.i 

(D) Instead of 2 Ch1011. xxxi1i q is ~ub,t itutcd ""' ;;,";,,,,..,,., µ.;,.., "''l'i'!' r,;; o,;, ,,. oA!J •a~,'! 
alroU ~a& fJ· OA11 t~ V,1\!J a1nou ;;,iun, r,i\ iu,:1,1h r~,, (v~\ ,n'roii 1.uL i'Ao1l118rJ lu11:utot. 

~ 4. JT,; l'R F"l RV \'I !CJ.'\. 

The prc~cn·.1twn of thi, ~h,,11 d1>,\1111m·ttcd l',.tlm 111.1} tl1.i, 11 th !!1J•J1l 1<.: t)llll J,., 11•c1,l.t~tl 11 

the accident of its occurrence in the !>id,ucnli,1 anti the • lp,ut,,licnl Co11stit11tiNu. Thcr!' i~ no 
evidence to , l11m· th.1L 1l "·" c1u in~lud,d 111 tilt' :-<cpt.1.1:;:111t, the.- Jud,,i:,,.1;r<.'-I,; l u11111 uf lloly 
Scriptur.:. Hut. ,Tr}" J>U<$1bly, in n11tst•q11c11"· of the· p· •pul.11 tt) of th• • If, .,t, .',, ,,/ (i,11.<tt:11:1, 11,,, • 'l"hc 
Prayer of ;'llan,1,s('~' bn .. ,mc \\ell J..11,,wn in th,· I .,,,t.-rn t ·hurd1; .111d 11 " ,, ., n.,t111.,I •lcp t,, t.11.:,·, 
10 detach the J'l'a}"Ct" f1t)ll1 it , lOlltl"Xl .,nd t,1 inst.Tl it ,Llll•lllj.: tiW C.llllldt•~ ,,,.,,,, (~1,1f.\,/I u,t.'tl Klltl 

sung for liturgic;1l purposi·s .. ,nd l11 lit· f11und .q,p, ndcd t11 •.hL . 1·,.~'.1cr • 111 i:nt.,in 1111<.1,il :\1:-.:-.. ,nd 
a large proportion of the Cell' in. (~wrtc, /11/rod I,• the 0. '/. 111 GrrrJ:, p. ::5 i). 

In the l,,ucx Ak-.x.,11d1inu, t \1 1hc1c ,lie t0urtt·u1 1 .1111,dcs .1pp,-ndc:d 1, thv l':iJlter 111 1hc 
following order: \1) Exocl. x,. I 19 (,:;,;, \lu,l'a:w, ;,, r!1 ' l·:~,;6'!'/ · 1::l Ucut. -"""ti. 1-4; 1.;.•11 \1..,,"''"'' 
lv T.;, ..lH·H1mi·~µit:>): (3) J !",;tan ii. I lO (1.,•H1!t1:,;, ... ,l'rlh f''Fll>4•'t -~1lLtOl'1;,\1: (.i) l~ .• X':\\"I, 9 . !'.) 

(r.,,oo-t1·\•I 'E(,1.wt1) ; (.11 Jonah 11 ;-10 (,,,,.,,,.,.,,, 1,.,,·«l //,J II.th. 111 . I l<J ,,,.,,,,.,.~\I/ .\u/1,, .. ,. .. , 
(7) Isa. xxxviii. 10 z..1 (r.1,urrtl'\'J ' );(,,,,,,•): (;,;) '·1 h(' l'ray,·, uf :\l.111.isscs' (,,-,..,,,...,;, :\l<1rao,,ffl 

1 On th<' Jc" i::.h )l 1d ra:-.h1l· lq.;i:ml rr:i-p,•1..11n~ \l.i11.~11c~·h", 1l1
1·,·1·r,mc1• !!l'.e J,.ali ~ · lnts.:'lduC'tu•n tu the l'ra1,r ui 

)lana~h' in Speaker') Comm. on ,\p1tr. 11. ;(,: 11. Lrnn1a.,n..•: lt.uuc.h 1~1,.:-t. ft.~rt 01 lh~ ~1•on 1Li~1 -1:ul\, a~ocd 
~) Ur. Choult.:s to 50 70 -~· J ,. ~·t. .'~n;,1,t,l .. , IN /'t .. 6. < ,,n, ,. ~Al'J, .llt•'::,m, 1~1-J•· I!:. .. t~"' "• •,• \1'u•rt ,_. ltrr"!"j't .. 71•-"P••·. 
t,Tt ,irr,.i·t,\P"i'- \l, ICitl"t~>.,,,,~,, 11, ~':'t1i1• \•tX,wu, 111;u f!tt«r,Xu,>~ 11,,-.,..,,r •111 fd"W : .. ,r rh&fflt'~ C~J' "'(...,tt,E1tr• ,.u 

1
1 

a,,,q,Lwv. Joh. I>ama,;c /',11.11/. :. I;. Upp. II, p . ..;63 ~'"·'~'!"m ;Til/•f .,4>,ncm.,.. ~11 , .. "'" >.,r1a-~ J'pa,, , .. T4 a.".m 
&,,.,,"r.,,, "'"'11Hi ti .. ..,..., ,C•H i(/,,,·yu-. :--uuJ.u s.t.'. ,1,,..,,,, .. ,~: ••• \ltpm'-•, ,:f.la,A.,..,., '"''ll~ ~' .. "~ .... t1i ,,,..,, tfiJ, S"hl.u 
alxf'li>.wrn~ ,i:r•i.\P? 1Cfli ,;~ t"U \11.Xco,r ,i}'IA~a cu'1c;,,,t>,, • _. : •~• ~t*tr .'"'' .111 ,,11 .. ~ • .' . , _.,,. •• #'f'; &-,..,\.,..1 tl'~1'} ~,au 
~Up;11i'Y'l.· : ·~.~ .. ".·~a;.;;.,.,._.·! 1>:A.,t"U·.n .r.1A.1h . \U.~•m, t•· •:•4,,>. ... , ... ,T'~!A...,:11·:nr,-u; •1n, ...... ,, .... ~ ... ,i ........ '..b.,, 
oAi'Y''t' au, vlH IJ'";''I~ w1w, Tl.# ('J"' m.rua, 11.o11 1u-1·111·• cm turf 11='/~'l•..,••T•• ll'ffl"' «1,.1r,i• ._,_,.., c;;nr•.c.pur11,t, 
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(9) Dan. iii. z:1 (rrpo,nvx,, 'A(apfot): (10) i,µ.1·or -rwv -rrndpwv ;,~.,.,: (11) Magnificat (r.poo-,11\>/ .l\'laplaf 
n,, O,oru,ov): 'I z) N1111c Dimillis (r.,m<T<vx11 ~.,, ... ~,,): (1.~) Rmediclus (r.,,oir,vx:, 7.axop/ov): (14) 
·1 he l\lorning I lymn (ii,..1·0~ twllt1•,i1·). Similarly, in the Codex Turiccnsis ('I), the liturgical Canticles 
arc appended to the Ps.1lttr; and 'The Prayer of l\Janas~s' appears ninth in the list. But the 
evidence of Codex Alexandrinus would alone suffice to show that in the Eastern Church the Prayer 
was in use for lit11rgical psalmody in the fifth century I\.D. 

* 5. Tur Ttn.1:. 
To the 1',alm is prefixed the title 'The Prayer of illanasscs' (-rrpou,vx•1 :\la,·airir{i) in Codex 

Alcxandrinu, (,\); ' !'he Prayer of :\fana,;scs the son of Hezekiah' (r.poo-,11x•1 :\la,.a""~ -roii v,oii 
·~;(,Mot·) in ( o<lex Turiccnsis (T); and in the editions of the Vulgate 'The Prayer of Manasscs, 
Kin;:- of Judah, when he was holden captive in Babylon' ((}rn/ic1 Jla,mssa,· rrg;s Juda mm ,aptrlS 
lmurlllr i11 J/aby/011e). 

·1 he, e i, 1111 ~uflicicnt reason to call in question the correctness of the title. ( 1) The title is derived 
from the nan a the in the lJulasra/ia in which the Prayer has been incorporated. ( i) There is no 
e, idcnce to show that the l'rayer had cxi,tcd before its inclusion in thi5 :\lanasseh tradilion. (3) 
Though it is noteworthy that the l'raycr contains no mcntitm of any proper name of personage or 
pl.u:t\ by whid1 the legitimacy of the t1tk mi:,:ht be confirmcu, there arc nevertheless to be found in 
it "llusi, ,n., which .tre most natur.tlly inlcrprcted on the assumption that the Prayer is put into the 
mouth of ;\lana,sch. ~in~ of Jud;1h. Thus, (a) the spi.:,1kcr describes himself as· wci~hcd down with 
chains', rnrnwµ-;;roµrvo~ -:-:o>.>.~ 1110,,,,,;i (vt•r. 1 O) : (b) he dwell~ with emphasis upon his many sins in 
past time, ijµ.0/1TO)' v-rr,,, a,.o,..u,• ,S,&,..p.011 Oail.,i<T<T1)f .•. u,;u r.A110ow TO>v UOIKLWV µov (,•er. 9): (c) he 
makes pa1ticular mention of the forms of idolatrous sin \\'hen,by he had provoked the wralh of God, 
,n{i,ra5 1io,il.v~µara ,ai r.>,,q8vrar -rr,,o.roxOirr/.'ara. (ver. 10). 

The obj<ction must be admitted for wh.,t it is ,1orth that there is no reference to the Temple 
<>f Jerus.d<:111 OI to the religi,,us worship of bracl. But this omission 1s tntclligiblc, if we arc correct 
in assuming that th<.: composer is conccmetl \\'ith the traditi 111 of :\lanassch's repentance in its 
religious rather than in its historical bearings. 

~ 6. D.\ TE 01 COM1'0SITIO::\. 

It seems probable that the /),tlas,·a/,a (lib. ii. 1.1), 111 wluch the Prayer was preserved, was com­
posed in the lir,t half of the third centurr A. 11. ( F. X. Funk ,'Di,· ,1/postol. A',•1Lstit11/11>11m, 1891, p. 50), 
;111d in Srri;t !ibid., p. ;,41. If we may :1ssu111c that the author of the Didascalia borro\\ed from some 
Jewish, or I lcllc:1,i,tic. source the whole passage relating to l\Ianasseh, then the l'raycr, and the 
writing in which it stood, must have been well known in th c beginning of the third century .\. JJ. 
Its composition must be assigned to an earl icr date than this. 

The inclusion of tht: l'raycr anmn~ the liturgical Cant1dcs in the Codex Alcxandrinus implies 
a hi;.:h de;.:rcc of estimation; and if those Canticles were copied from a )'Ct earlier :\IS., we might be 
justified in inferring lhat its adoption for liturgical use had its origin not later than in the fourth cen­
tury, and tint a con,idcrable interval of time must h.we elapsed between its becoming known in the 
E.istern Chllrch and its being transcribed for liturgical use in :\TSS. of Scripture. Perhaps, howe,·er, we 
cannot ,ay more than that (I)' The l'rarcr of :\lanas.,es' probably found its way into liturgical use 
aflcr b,·cnming known to the Church through the Didasrn!it1: (2) that the citation, in the D1ifasca/u1, 
of the long extract in which the Prayer occurs points to an earlier d,ttc for the period of its 
compo,ition · !31 that the po-ition of the Prayer, in a setting of passages cite,1 from the Greek 
vcr,ions r,f Kings and Chronicles, suggests that the Pr:tycr itsc:lf is of considerably later date than 
the tran l.,tions which were used as a framc\\'ork into ll'hich the penitential Psalm was inserted. 

§ 7. 0RIGl-:.,t LA~CUACE. 

'The !'rarer of l\Ianasscs' is too brief to admit of any degree of certainty in the reply to the 
question whether we have to du with a Greek original, or with a Greek translation from a H ebrew 
or Aramaic original.1 If it be a translation, it deserves lo rank high. But the general impression 

1 [There is, I think, one real piece of evidence on behalf of• Semitic original. This is to be found in ,,er. 7: 
vii, "-;·J>'•, «of'rl "';, tr~ij8or ,.~, XP'JUT6T1rrUr trou hrrr,yclA01 µ.00110C,,t ,if/,,c,,,, Toi'r ~~pr,,_&u-,,, O'ot 
«ai ,.¥ 'lf~~e,, ,.w,, oicTtpµiw a-011 l:>piuor 1,1111ro .. o,o.- dpopTwAoi" ,if: vwr,,piot1. 

litre µ"·,,.,,;;,n .:,j,uH1• i~ cl<:.uly .momalous ,1ntl umntcllig1ble. Furthermore. 1f ,,e compare the t,vo urixo,., \\oc 

discmcr tha1 It •• JUSI th,. phr.ise that destroys Ille otherwise ex ,ct p~rallehsm of the uri.to,. Originally the first line 
contamt~l five clement~ parallel to the 11\C clements still prcsencd in the second. Three of these still exist: cnni T • 

.. Aijtlo, •. ,l;1>Ql1"'1''7'I;, 110U U r ... x;,s .. •. .. i .. ,pµwv OOl·, ,.,,~..,.jA1,1 II wp11rn,, .... ~,..,,1r~··•11• 1101 II dµn"'1,1Aoir. Over against 
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p rcxlucc<I br the llcxihlc ~tylc anti amph! v11c 1h11 /ary f;l\011, ~ the \'icw that c;rc-•·k " the l:111i;11ncc· 
in which ii wa~ l'ompo,cd: and it 11.<ch·~ fu11her ,11ppo1t f,0111 the ~"'Q11:<id,·r.ltion tlilll 1hr iri.~nncr 
in which it is i11'crle<I in the D1d.i1,·a/1,, cxtr.1< t 11111011.: q11ot.1tio11, fnun the < 11e, k 1cn.lc:.r1n;:• 
of Kings nnd (. hronidc•, wmbinl·d "ith Greek· 1 lu;.:;:a,fic 1\ddiu,rn~. would ,u;.:g .. t au ,,n;•m.&11)' 
Greek compilation. • 

-r hc l.111~,htgc 1na)· Ix: ,lc .. cribc-1 .t, . , ~o<,d ,pc..-cl1ncn uf the .-.u,,.;, iw., ... ,."t :tnd c,,nt:iin• phr4•So 
which "how the u,11al St·n11t IC' t:<tlnu I in~. r.J.!. 0:1~ r.1m,rW;;m (\ l:r JJ, ., W:a,:,. ,101• ( vc-1. 1 c), ,i, r ,.. •'•~J 
(vcr. J JJ. 'The occurrence of w.:h ;Ldjt::c:l h·c, ... " ,Cµcr,,,,r(Jf, ,;,.,~,,,.,,,,rrn ... Un·-r.,I,, r,,ru,. ,i l'rt,.,rt1o, r llf', {,, i ,. 
of '- llCh sub!'otantivcs ;\ ... dyf,Ou,,,~,·,, 1vcr. 1.p, r~W/"/«Ala. l\'CI. ,,,. '1,&µ11.11, (,·c:r. x, .. 1r1d ,,f 11uc.J1 ,crb!io JL ... 

0.J•a,·t l.ltw (vcr. 10). ,i.Tu·i(t tr· (\TT. lJ~, ,..,1r<t,._,(µ::ru1• 1,·,·r. 9), wuultl ,t11';.:cst a f1 c1...-ilu1n f1(.,111 the ulJu.d 
restriction~ of tra,i-lation. 

The l·rnploy111enl of ph1a,t•, IM<l·d un,••r d,11\·1·d f10111,1hc I.XX srcms tn md,cntc an acrp1a1n· 
tancc with tht: Grl·ek, ,·r,i,,n ,a1her th,111 the work •Jf .m 1rnlc1•e11<knt t,.rnslat" r, <" g. u -:;,,.,;.,.,, "" 
oi•11n,,t,t1 Ani TIJJ' Y'I'' iri,,· -::urrl r,:J ,.,;,r,J.11 tcr

0
rt,Jl' (vcr. 11, cf. C~t:11 i. J, ii. l . 1HTu1·0C#r i::~ •ll.•ll•" /,,t1,...:i.c,111 

(vcr. 7), cf. Joel ii. 13: µ.11 ,n·1·n..:0Ai,•11, µ, r,,i, ,;, . .,itiu,r µ.011 Iver 13). cf. Crn. xix. 1:;: tfr ro11 aiw11a 
p.1J1•i<ra, (vcr. 13), cf. l's. cii. (ciii.J 9: "' r•" ,n,wruru" n1, ,,,~ (vcr. 1 I), cf. I'i. cxxxvi11. (CXXXiK.) 15: 
naO"a ~ 01/,·nµh rw11 ol'/"''',-;,,. (vcr. 1.;,,cf J's. x~xi

1

1. (x·xxin.J '·. ~ .. • • 
~tran,:e con,t1uct1ons ~uch as ,,,p,,,a, 1.urn1·0,a1• •.• llf ,,.,,rqp,01· (\'er. 7); 11µ.opro, ,..::,1 op,Oµo,· 

"1&µµ.ot tJnAU,ru-1J\ (\'Ct. 9); tl'> rU .i,•ul'tt·au, JH ,·,~;,, Uµ.opTlwJ' (vtr. 10) • ,.Afrw yUn, ,.nph,a\· µofl'\Ct., 1 ); 
b,a -::-a,·ru, iv TUI\ i1µipm, n,, Cw•1 • µov (,·er. •.il ,;ccm to imhcate the f1u·dom of one \,liu wrote 111 

Greek. 
It has bC'en strong!}' urg, <..I hr ~ir I lcnry llo\\ , rth that the curnnt LX X nrs on of~(. hroniclcs 

~hould hcid,111i(1cd 1\lth th,· 11<11!, nl fh,rn' •t1,,11. ,,11d tl1,1t .,, \\ h .. 11, 1 In•, 1,1,,knn;: •11 f.ffl ,I 
C hn,niclcs, , . .,,.,. and :'\dwm1.th gn,uped 1nt111d .1 t t!,le, I I dr.,,• .. 11ul !>1· 1h, .111 r ft 11i,I , p 11rq,lir,1••• 
of p:-trts of Daniel, also with legendary a<l<liti,,1,-.. • ( I'hackernr, r:,amm.:zr t>/ 0. r. /11 r;rrrJ:, p. 15), 
so wr should h,• l'"'J',lll'd I·• 1,Lo1,:11i,, 111 the :'ll.111 ,, • h 11.111,,ti\"t:, l't.t}• • ,nil . \ 1llfn,,,,i-. pn ·nl...S 
in lht: /Jitl,1sar/in a r<"p1oduction uf th,• 011:.!·nal l. \: \: version, for which the more litl'rJI vcr,ion 
of Th('od11ti,,n was aftcrn·ards sub,t1tutcd. 

! his view ha~ bn·n suppo,ted in Old 1.-.,, ,111,I Srmttic S111,Hu 111 .lf(1111J1J' ,f II' A' 1/,,rftr · 
llppar-1/11sfur //1( li,t11(1/ C,i111ism <'/ (.hr,,,,i.ta, l;m,,\d1w11,:/11 by C <.. Tvrrcy (Chicago, 
1908). 

~ 8. Tm 1'11101.UC,Y (>1 'Tin !'I{ \YI I{ 01· '.\IA:-.'"''". 
The two m:iin religious iJcl, which 1><·n·ad,• the !'ra}·<'r arc ( 1) the inli111tc t:Jm1>,1~s1on of the 

.\!mighty, and(;:) the dlic.1cy of true rcpcnta1Kc. 
The opening- lm·ocation p,,1tray~ in ,triking terms thl' Omnip11trncc c,f thr lkitr, and this 

leads up to lhc (on:-1<h•rat1tln ol t1ll• ~Tt nobler ltt11hutl"' 1f I l11rr;, Ith r,) ,IIH .,_n,,,in<", ... t '• ~J .\11 
effective prelude is thu., turni,hnl t11 the ,11111,·r"s, onfl·S'l•>ll ,,f hi, in. 11111 -•. tire d11,1 .. , ,,i "h cl, h.1d 
bel'n reach~d by his h;i\111g <d 11p 1dol,1truu, .,h,m1i11.ttio11, Tlil· gl .. ,y u f1; •I md th,. al,.,,..:111~111 of 
the ~inner having thu, hc.:cn :-.ct 11\'t·1.ig-.u11..,t ,u1c .:111nthc1 111 ~h.1q1t,l C'\11t, ,t, th• "•l)" , .. p1rp.ucd f111 
the ardent supphc:ition for forj:!i\"Clll'SS 11 hich occup1c• the rcm:ii1dcr of the l'r.1yn. 

The rcatkr sh11ul,l 1.,ke 11.ol1c~ ,,r 1hc l'IIIJ>h.,,h l.,,d "!''-'II the l ,1,1tl1tl j .,t,, ,,,h, 1111! th, i, tr lh 

spiritu,tf lineage. The.: c; .. .i .. r · .. ,11· r.,t11u, Abr.,h.1111, l ,.u •. t11d J .,.: ,1, HI I J i, • tla c ;,.1 111 the 
ri;:hte<111s ,ccd · (\·er. 1 J ,md ·or th..- 1i;:hteu11, · 1\"'-'· :-:,. 'f'hl· _l',,111.11d1, 11.,d 1101 •lllnl·d ,1,!"llll"l_ l,t1d 
(\·er. 8). J"ho,c only Wl're th,: ri;:htt·o11, ,t.ccl \1h11 had 11CJt ~ ,ckkd t,, 1dol.,1rr. I he 1.1111?1· nl , !:I\ 

o f the l's:1l111ist is limited: it lu, rrga,d 111 the ,111 ul iJ,,L,trr ,lilt! t ,> 1111; I' 11<l, ,11 ,if the rcpcn1.111t 

l'"',h,oant" .. . ,;~, <rt,,>rqp;m. in the srcond line we have th"' corr~1pt phr.he -.ur111"0t.nr -~i'/>tcr,,, in the first,¥: hi(h on lhe 
:m.,101:1 of 1lw fu11111·r phu,L ,111,11.tl oll11uu,I)" l,c ,,,, ... ,,, , , ,i, !" ''" •••, If 111 11-.k """ 1' .o , .. rr pl. n ,. •>I.' I ITJ~Y 1h;11 
1t is possible lO c,pl.un il ,ts due to., tr.m .. 1H1:-l111111 ,,t ,.,::'!:'i"':" l ,i\ µ,,.,,t,uu• J lrurn dlt' t·nd ul tlar me t.1 1he .,lJ t• 

immcdi•ttcly after :in'':., I• .~,Ju,ru·i. 111 tl11 .. IIC'\\ pntatmn 1hi• ll rn,:.,t ,,n rt•nd, ri.·,t ,-;.~~ ... ---. :"';·,.,:, h)· ,.u......_.u 
,;ef>,uu, - a n:ndcrm~ that i;:; quite pn .... ,,,k thou,:h wro11.,: m th·, C1 Oh,Xt t 111 th~ ortfl·I ut the 4,ittk c.:;J. ,er. 11 ri, 
,r~p& crov XP?ar6•?•o'- 1·hus 11e shoul.J rr:id: 

'Thou, O Lord. ac~,uillll~ 111 1h) ;:n·at i:oodnl·S:~ 11., ... 1 pronu~c~d lurgaH.·m:h lli them th.u h:nr a.1nncJ a;:un" 
thee that thc•y ma)' rep<nt : . 

And 1n the 111ulti1u,le of th) 111C'r<ies hast ,1ppoi11teal n·p,·ntan, e unto ~mn,n th.,t the,· m~r h<- s:l.~"t'd.' 
J f lhe abo,.·e c,·idcn<:c is. v.tliJ, then ",. can .11:10 rt"C11\·e1 tltc n..:lu rc1u. ~rm.: ~ ,. ,·r. -4 _: . ., •.i1 T"o tf~t1.'' 11:ui Yf"p,•• 

,i"'U rr1.oa0nrru a ...... ,,JJo•• 1rm·. Here tht t"··, Ycrl~ ~houlJ be ukcn 1or:cther. 1 !11:n .,.. , .. 11-tu r.p•Nr .. m• aw-u,.,-, ,.,. h 

a pure Hebrnism • 1~'M •!!)~:, • • · '1:'N. Hence o,ndrr-
' lkfore "hose po11er all thin~ shud;ler a.nd t~mble.' c;L'i, l .o.J 
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idolater. But a warning seems to be conveyed again,t the notion that Divine acc,ptance was 
cns,11 ed by J Ci, ish lineage. The same note is struck, thou~h it rl\ay not ring so clear, as in Luke 
iii X: • Bring fortli therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not Lo say within your,elvcs, 
We have Abraham to our father.' Cf. John viii. 39; Rom. ix. 6, 7. 

Other points, characterbtic of Jewish religious thought a nd deserving of attention, arc the 
following: 

(a) ,upcrnatural efficacy ascribed lo the sacred Name (ver. 3); 
(/,) tlH· ,t.,temcnt that 'repentance· h appointed by God fur certain persons, and not for others 

(vcr. 8\: 
1, 1 the representation of the under-work] ( 5,/u,,/, or Hade,.,\ as a region containing- various grades 

of remoteness from the light of heaven (ver. 11 ); 
(dJ the description of the angel, as the' host of heaven' (/1 M1·a1.1.t; Tw1, ovpai·••i•, vcr. 15). 

~ 9. \ ' ERSIO~s. 

(tz) 'The l'r.t}'C.:1 of :llanasses' ",1' ncn·r included in the L \ :X version of the Old Testament 
:-.cripture.<. Its position among 'the lantides' appended to the l'salte1. in certain :\JS:-,., is due to 
I iturgical rea~ons. 

The Gn:ck text was tirst printed by 1{. ~tcphanu, in his edition of the \ 'ulg-ate. 'The Prayer' 
f.,l)ow, 2 Citron., and a short Pref.tee C<>nlains this ,entence 'Graccam hanc \lanassac regis Iuda 
orationcm, nunquam anlehac excusam, pcperit tibi, candidc ll'clor, bibliolheca Victoriana.' 

lt dues not :q1pc.n 111 the majoiity of the printed ccl1t1on~ of the L\X. l n the Complutcnsian 
Polyglott ( 1:,q 1 j) it is printed in small type, in Latin, at the encl of 2 Chron. It was not con­
tained in the ~1xtine edition (1586 1) of the I.XX; nor ,loLs 1t aµpcar in the editions of Ilolmc,; 
and Parsons. or of Tisch~ndorf. 

In \\'alton·~ l'ulyglott (,,lthongh not m~ntioncd in the indc-.: of contents) it is found in ,ol. i,· (the 
Apocrypha) placed before :l l·.sdra~. and i, printed both in Greek and in Latin. The note is prefixed : 
• Urationcm :\lanassac rcgis Iudac Graecc non extare affirmatur in pracf,ttionc Bibi. \'ulg. L.l.t. Edit. 
Antwerp. 1(>.f.j (_]uam tamcn Gracce iuxt.l. exemplar llibliothccae Victorianac in Bibliis latinis 
U{oberti Stephani, Edit. 1.;~o. fol. 1,;9 cxcus.1m atquc in,upcr in !\1 S .. \ post l',almos inter Cantica 
c:xarat:lm io\"cnimus: ips..1mquc hie i,ubiunximus.' The ,·,uiallts of Cod. A arc recorded. 

On the other hand, it 1s found in three reprints of the Sixtine edition, that of F rick (1697 ), 
that of l{cincccius (1730), :rnd tlut of h:irchner (17 ;o). It was also included m Grabe's edition of 
t he LX X, following Codex I\ lexandrinus. Hut there was no foundation for the note: 'npoa-fux_,1 
J\(a,.ncrrr71, 2 Paral. cap. xxxiii iuxt,1 quaedam cxemplaria · ( 1817, i,·. 1fi.5). This statement has led 
t n a \'cry gcneral misapprehension. Xo ancient Gn-ck l\lSS. of l Chron. xxxiii exist containing 
' Oratio i\lanassis' 1 

(b) The Latif,. As it was nol extant iu the I lcbrew or the Greek Bible, it was not included in 
the wmk of Jerome. In all prnb,tbility he was nut aware of its existence. Otherwise. he would 
:scarcely ha,·e failc.;rl to make some allu,inn lo it in the passage referring tu the repentance of 
l\Janasseh: · Lc~imus 1\lanasscm post mult:• ,cclera cl po,t captivitatem in Babylone egisse pocni­
tcntiam ct ad mclinra convcrsum Domini mi,cricordiam com,ccutun,. Undc ct fidd suac, per quam 
crcdidcrat Uco, Ii lium ,·oca,·it ,m:,1·uµ.01•, id est :\mmon' (/11 Sopl1Unia111 Liba I, ed. i\Iigne, P. L., 
vi,§6ii•P· I.Ho) 

,\t what date the Latin version, which is a good ,pecimen of translation, was made is not 
kno\\n, It is probably 111ud1 later tlun Jerome's \'Crsion. The Prayer, however, is very commonly 
found in mediaeval ;\) S.S. of the \ 'ul~atc, immediately after 2 Chronicle,, and often with the title 
'Ontio l\1 rnassae ' 

In his S,pt11,~,:,11ta.<t11d1m, iii, p. 20. :--est le states that he hnd been assured both by Ph. Thielmann 
in Landau and by S. lkr;;-cr in J>.,ris that, so far as they knew, there was no ;\IS. of the Vulgalc 
Milt.tining• The Prayer of :llanas~e,' of an e.1rlier date than the middle or fir,t third of the thirteenth 
ccntmy. A list of fifteen Lttin ;\ISS. in the British Museum contain111:.;- 'The Prayer of i\Iana,ses ' at 
the end of Chron. has been most kindly furnished me by i\lr. J. I'. Gilson of the :\IS. Department; 
all l,c\ong to the thirteenth century. It \\Otlid be extremely interesting- to know whether there 
exi,t, any copy of the \'ulgate containing- 2 Chron. followed by 'The Prayer of l\fanasscs' which 
i, of ,tn earlier d;,Le. It i, al,o an at presLnt unsolved problem l<> determine the innucnce which from 
the he:,:inning of the thirteenth century led to the common inclusion of the Prayer in the La tin 
Scriptures . 

. \n clc\'cnth-century :\IS. of the l\lozarabic Psalter ~1vcs a text which differs considerably from 

1 Sec !he valuable discussion in Nesclc's -'c/Jl11a,t'inl,1rtudim, iii, pp. 6-::. S1uugart, 1899. 
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that in the thirtn·nth-c,·11t111}' I.atin Biblt-s, anJ "ith the title• O,,,tio .\Lm:1s.<:c l<•!j;is lk l.ibro 
Paralipomenon '. See below, Nnte B. 

The three Latin :\ISS. tt"olhcrt ~i.l, (\,11,crt •113, Rcmi;: ,jl \,hic.h S.1l,:itie1 rnll:ilt:d "ith the 
Clementine \'ulgat<• fiu his/,':/,/ . ._\au. ! . .it. /'r,i .• /,11. !Iii. 10.38 sq.1 l>< l,~nt? I(• 1h1• i. nm l'UlOd, :inti 
h,1vc no special d.,im lo Ji.tinrti-,n f!><'c Fdt,.;cho:, l.ibri. lf,•C. / '<'f ·1;•11. l'r,uj.11., p. 1 ;,. 

It was p,intnl i11 tl11: l .. :tlin llihlc ,1r Stcph,rnus 11 ~-10) ti:ii:c·tht'.r with the Credi t~xt,and it apicuc:_d 
also in Joh. Bri·ntius' c<lll1on r,i the \'uli,:ntc(l..ci[,1.ii,:. 1.:;-1-1), in lll!l rolurnns. one 111 r;rl'd,, the other 
in Latin, ~idc by ~ide. 

The edition or the \'i,l~atL 1,,1wd hr Si-:111, \' 11:;,1:ll ,ht not clout.tin the l'ra)t·r.1 llut in the 
revisc:<l cditinnurCkmcnt \'Jll 11 ~·;~I it \\.l~il1'<'rtt"d,lt>t,:tlhcr\\1lh l :111114 ( -.li.1•,lhallaJ•pend1x 
after the :,.;c11 rcstamutt Th, /•,,,,•/,1// ml l.t,t,11·11111rittcn l"· < 11<1111,I llcl11rn1111e ~•;lflt.:.\10\ th• 
followin,., t,1tenknt: ' l't11Tu in h.1<· c•diti .. nc ,11h,l non ,,1111,ni.:11111; nilul .,d,cititi11111 111h1I cxtr.u1, urn, 
appon1'1C \'l,Ulll est: at,Jllt ,·:i t:t11..,, lu1L1.ur hlm i,i l'l I\ F\t!r.u: 111 uq,t1 q11u~11,te1 ,.t1to111«1• l1b1c,o. 
sacra Tritlcntina Sp1<'>tl11. 111111 :1111111111< r:J\ 11. ip,a ct1.1111 :\l.111,,,,.,e H'j:!i- r !r.&l 1", •[U,11 11r-.111e hcbr.11 
ncquc g, accc 1p1id,·111 ,·x,1,1t, 11"•Jllc in 1na11u," ipt•~ 1wti,1111n, ib11" 111H·111tur llr<\llt' p=ir.1 t:<1 ulliu 
canonki Jib,i,cxtra Llll1111ic1c :-~1i)'Lnr.1c "·1ic111 p isit., 111t.' Thi, ~t.,1, ment, "'::, 1 lltrny llu\\urtli 
has 1>oi11tnl nut (S,,,·. H,11 . . l,,h, ,,,I. xxx,, pl. ;, I•· ,pl,· \\,ts pr.,h.1bl)· u1mitt111i:ly cnkcn r1H:1 fr,.m 
the 1>0111inic:111 l'agnini', "\'1'nl V<'1 •i1,n .,f tlH· \\,!;.; ,t,· "hid1 '"'' p11hli,h,-..J in 1 -;;; )IC'IC>rt• ,..;tephcn 
had publi,hnl hi, !lihlc. In l'.1.:11i11i's «liLi .. u tht· 111,,)'<!r h Jll.t .,t 1hc c:11.! ul; I hror11clt~, :rnJ i.< 

headed , ·1 Oratio )f.u1a,sc. 1t-gis IuJ.1 quac nequ<" in l lel.1r1e•> ne<t. in Gracco h.11:x-tur."' 
In modn11 C1c·ck 1:,1,:,,, Th,· l'1aycr ,t .\l;rna ;.c:li • h., ., p,.1,·c 111.1nedi.,1c , ,1(1er the J\o,,ks 

of Chronicles (c. g. St. I'<"tersburg, 1 !!761 

~ IO, S\'la.\l \ 't:RSIO~. 

An account or th<' S} rhc \'er,ion of the l'rn rcr appc1red in / l,-rmatl:ma xx xvi, 19 ro, from tl•c 
compcll:nl pen .,f 1'1·11(i.•,,.,1 ! ;" 1gc \\ ill..in, ul ' l 11111ty ! , ·le,:,, I Jul.!111. In l.1• MIi.ie h<' l :il,h lied 
a collation of a l'ad, :\I:- 1./11,· /; 11,I, 1, /;,{,/" th .\,11 .. ·"~ r. ;1 \\l•id1 i< p1vl1,bly d tr.111Hrq,: .,f the 
Syriac :l!S. ( 1·a1. viii) ,Hiltl:11 by Scr,:ius Risius, :11,tronite Archbp of [hmascus, cire. 1610. 

1 he Syr uc \'usion of the /)1,/asralw ,s pre,er,cd, .,ccord1n1: to l'roft'ssor \\'ilkins, in the 
following- four :--1::.s.: 

( 1) Cod. Syr. 6.: ( - S.1int Lcrmain .llll, (';ms, ni'lth ecnturr, = P. 
(1) Harris Codex (:llrs, 1;ib,cn's //, ,-,,t .\c11111tc,u), rle,·cnth ~<'ntury 11. 
(.1) University Librarr, Cambrid(!e, thirteenth ~entury, - C. 
(-1) Cud. llor(!i.1, '.\lti-eo llvr~ia, Rome 

~ 11. 0Tm R \'1 r:<;10:S'i. 

Armenian;\(:-;:-;, .,; thctl, l'.S<·11ptt1 Ls, .. 11l.l111tl1t I 11~~1.11n .. 11·~ the C.111tklc..q,p1"lu totlL 
!'salter. 

It is also ~t:tkd to occur in the ohl Slavonic \'cr<ion (d. articl<" by 'm llcnry Howorth, S« 
Bibi. Ard,., :'\larch, !'JO'), p. c,C). 

ft is found appended tu thc- l'~altn in the Erhiopic \'ersion of the 1'~1lms (cu Ludolf 
Frankfort, 1 ;01). 

And th1.: l.thi11p1c \\ r,i,,11 <.lf the lf,•.,t, '1 ,1/ l~ ,,,:,1111, ,,, n·d I Ii, m.1> I\ II l't,111 l., ndu11. 
111.H) contains the Prayer 

{ 11.. Tn:r. 
The prmcip .. l .unlwritiL fur thc· t, "t .11, uzl tltl' \\,.,, ! ,reek ';nd,d )(,, . . \lc,.,,11ulrin11, 

and Turiccnsis; (/,) the I.at on ,,ml :-.yri:t.: \"c1,in1h , (, ) th,· .·lfo/11/Juil ( 11•!:/11/uw, :w.l lhil,u«i/111, 
The kxt of cursive :\(:,;:-,., c, nt.iinir•;.: lhc• ( .111t1dt·, .1ppcndul lo the l\:.i.:t.r, h 1, yet H• be 

critically invcsti{!ated. • . . • ,. • • . . . . . , . 
·1 he :\IS~ of the. If, .,t,,/i, ,,I (, 11J'f1/ut1<1,1s :i, ,. g1\Tn by T 1tr:1 111 hr, Juris I:. I, s1,z,f1, 1 !/, ... .,, 1,1 

ct Jlf,,1111me11t,,, tom. 1. p. 1!1J (R,,111,,e. 1S'•-1). P1t1,1 111111,;clf s~'-'!" 1,,. h:n·c. rd1t·d •"i'«1.dly up,m 
·Vatic., • (= \'atic. l'i;9. r. 1-17;,, ,.1c<. :-., m~mbr I, ,111,l •\,1t1<·.; t= \a11c. 1:,06, r. t ,1J. ;;. 

a. 1024 membr.). . . . .. 
The impu, t;1nt cJitio11 br :'· de L,1.;;11:11<-. T.,µ,ue. 1 sr. ;, co~1t.t1ns .Ill ,lpj>:11 :tlus cnll1..-u•. 
The old edition of Cotclcnus (t61l) 1s well worth consulting. 

• The !lull c,f Six1us \" (;/d,1111t1 ,Ii,•, b)· \\Inch 11 '"'" 1irct.tn•11, lmd •llltpl) th1•1tlu,,1ou1, • Omuon~m ~lun.....-. 
<tuac ncq,uc 1n l rebracu, OC'llUC 1n l ;r,u..·co rc.xtu r.st. 111.-c~u ln arnlltjUlnMLU!i 111.anu""" r1pta, l.i,tm'- C'>.cmpl.l r ,hu• rrpc"rm .. ,.r . 
sed 10 unvre:~ ... i~ taotum poit llhrum ~~Nndu_m. l'.11.,.,ipdmcnon 111nm e:..t, 1.,11qu.un 1n>U:..uu, .1dic..:Ltm d n ,cl.tu 
s:icrorum librorum locum non habentcm repud,avrmus. 
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The principal problems presented by the lcxl of' The !'rarer of l\1anasscs' arc lo be found in: 
(t) \·er i; the additional clause~ found in the Latin and in the Apostol, G>11sl. a t the close of 

the ver,;c; 
(2) vcr. 9; additional clause in the Syriil.c Version and in the J\1ozarabic Psalter; 
(.3) vcr. 10: various readings arising from the obscurity of the verb 311011,uo-a,; 
(4) vet. IO; the gloss '.ldded in Cod. T (/J•I 1TO<I/ITU, TU Oi>,.-,1µ.a ITOIJ ,a, ·~v>..&,o.~ TO. 1T/J0(1Tuyp.ar ,i 110v) 

and the Latin. 

~ 13. E!'-vLISII \'ER~IONs. 

• The Prayer of :1Iana,se, · was not included in Covcrdale's Bible. 153:;. But it appears in 
Cranmer's llible (Grafton), 1:;.39 (being given a place in the A p ocrrpha after• Bel and the Dragon ' 
and before I Maccabees), and in the subsequent editions (1541, 1549, 1,562, 1566). 

h r1:cc1vcs thl same position in the Hi~hops' Bible, 1st ed., 156X. It docs not appear in the 
(;cnn :111 \'crsion. In lhe 'Authorized· ( 1 Ii 1 1 ) and ' Revised' ver~ions it stands bet ween •Beland the 
l >ragon' and 1 ;\Taccabc.-cs. 

In the Douai Bible nf 1609 the l'raycr precedes 2 Esdras and follows 2 '.\Taccabces. It is 
headed l>y the note: · The !'rarer of J\I.masscs, with the second and third Bookes of Esdras, extant 
in 1110:sl Latin and \'ulgare Bibles, arc here placcrl after al the Canonical Hookcs of the Old 
Testament. because they arc not rcceivul into the Canon of Divine Scriptures by the Calholiquc 
Church.' 

In Luther's Bible it stands at the end of the Apocrypha, after the Additions to Daniel. 

St "'!,\Jn· OF THE l'RA\ El(. 

(1) Tl,c lm•ocnti,,11 · (n) 0 God of Israel (,·er. 1), Lord a.nd Creator of the Uni\'Crsc (i•v. 2, .i), 
infinite in power (\er. 4) and in anger against the sinner (vcr . .5); (b) infinite also in mercy ver. 6), 
Thou hast proclaimed forgi\'cncss for repentance, and appointed me t he sinner unto rc:pentance 
h·. 7, 8). 

(2) T/,e Co11frssion: my sins arc innumerable; I am unworthy lo look upwards : I am justly 
punished, loaded with chains, in misery (t"l'. 9 11). 

(3) Tiu E11trmfJ: I beseech Thee (ver. II I : I acknowledge all (vcr. 12); grant pardon; con­
,;ume me not. nor let Thine anger burn for c,er (ver. 1.~). 

(4 \ T/11: . lscnptum: Thou, the Goel of them that repent, wilt g1aciouslr save me (ver. q); and 
1 will praise Thee for ever. 

(5) /)o.rol,,gy Angels hymn Thy praises; Thine jg the glory for eve, (ver. rs). 

\ 1 - \ oft OIi flu / ,1/in JrSS. COll(aillillJ; 1/,e Prayer of .1/al/aSstS. 

In the llriti,h Museum, the followm.,; :.rss., all of the thirtc·cnlh , cntury, contain the Prayer of Jllanasses 
at the end of z Chrun.: 

(•) Add. 3r,831 (f. 271 ll): early thirtccnth ctntury. 
(2) Eg. 2867 
l3 Lan~d. 4 53 : first half of thirteenth century. Doe., not contain l~~~yer, but has marginal note on 

127 11 · 'l\l[m]us Oracio :>lanassc reg-is quc sic 111cip1t '' Domine deus 
(4) Stowe I 

(s) Harl . I 748 (f. I 30). 
(6) Ro}al I A. ,iii (f. 155). 
(?) r A- ,qi. 
(8) ,. 1 A. ,ix. (f. 106 n, insertion by a different hand) 
(9) ., 1 C. i. (f. 106 D). 

(10) Ilurn 3 (f 390 D). 
(11) ,, 10 (f. 232 B). 
(12) .\r. 303 (f. 166). 
( I 3) >\<ld. 28,626 (f. 210) 
(14) 35,085 (f 228 B) .~.11. 1z33-53. 
(rs) 37,187. 

ll. ,lfo:arabir J'salkr: E/ei•mtl, (?)-Cmlury ,1/S. ef Prayer of 1/anasseI. 

In th, • -'!o,.arnbi.- Ps;thcr (\IS. Jlnu,h Museum, .\ dd. 30,851) edited by J. I'. Gibon, .M.A., uf tile 
Jlr-panmc111 of :.lanuscnpts m the Hrnish :lfuscum ',ml.xx, of the llcnry :Br,t<lshaw Soc1dy (London, 1906), 
< ·amin,m \\ii <ontains Oralio .llallasse Rr_,:is /)e J.,/,ro /'arnlifo111ow11 7-1 s: anu the tt:!>I differs sufficiently 

' For this list I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. Gilson. 
611! 



l"n RODUCTJON 

whldy from tla.u wl,1• h ~ lout,,l in thc· l ... ,\111 1 .. 1, .. , h•JU.,lll) 1tslr., '" tq,1mn Ll"rt r·il. .. h .. tA•ltr c,: 1)1:: 
hand\\ri1111i,: 1, ··.1):.. \fr (~11,,u in thcl'u•f.1t1•t) .\ut~ {)J~\:1),·1H•lnt~ lo tt. '\1..:11th •1·11 •),all , ,, .at 
which tht ,\IS. Wlh written'). 

\'CIT (Canucum] Oratio M,tnassc Rc;:i, D,• l il110 1'Jrnlipomcno11 
A ntrphona. • Pe, .-ahi d,,mrne pvca11i , l m1<1u1tatcm nwam ego .,gnosco: 
I lcu, altrs,1mus mni:nanrmrs • nust r.,tor ,·t murte m1serrco1d1e . p:tllcn, snp,,r r . .ib holl'mum. 
·tu c.r~u dumHw M'• 1md1111, m1lhl11td111nu l111111l:tlt'\ hu p111m1~l .. 11 1111h :;;tcr,U .. tfn t l •• 11 u• 1u t \ii ii 

qucntiuu, tibi . ct h,tbsntl.rnti.i mi,<·rirordi, tuc ,tatuisti pcnitcnti.,m pee< .,torrhu, ,«I ;;.~hncn•. 
'I u cr~u domme df!11s iu,torum . non po,u1'tr J><:n11cn11.in1 ruius '" ~ .\ln.,ham \'s.,a, ct IJcoh. •jUI nun 

ptccaucrunt tihi. ,cd posuisri pcn11tnt1arn m1hi 1><:• ,ntori. 
(.luonr.un ,upcr nu'l1cn1111 Mt'nL m~rrs 1'..il,untl:iu,·r.illl 111,qu !ates 11cc , • n, n , t ,kchn .. uo tk :· 1 H 111 

nu.:orum. 
l-,t num: 1uw,: coruincor . (ct)' 1hi;nc ~u: 1prn11or Jl\.rcurhat[U, t,n)' m· !tr~ \111• ul fvr,· .1d 1"n 

crigcndum , .tpUl 
(,>uoniam 11011 ,mn Jif,I? s .1,pJI' ri.: tt \'Hk rt.: iallltoc.lmt'tll c prt.' ~1us11l1h r "'41 
c,,uonum unt,1lu furOTl:IU tt1u111 • l't fen t1Mlum cor.un ll 
St~tui.:n, :lhominatH,nc"' c.:t muh1phct11:i o<.J1osit.Jl ;, 
Et nun,. llCLlo gcnu.1 cordis 111,·1. J>r«an ,1 t bonrt.ll• 11. 
J 'erT.ull donunc 1>t1 ,· .. 1111 • t l inu1.1itatl'm n t.,.un c}:u ,1~nost·o. 
Ne p1...·rtt1!i me cum 11t1qu1t.u1bu ... 11u·1s, Ill lUl' ,n •t11llll l!'ulL lCP"ll'c.J.t'' ·1 1llt l Ill' Jl't_' « tJ n1 r -1Ul"ft!'l 

ntc run, ( h )i'.) qui '>lint 1n 1J1fc-rwr.1 t• rr,· 
·1 u , . .._ t.:nim cl,_··1s p<:tutcnt um . 1·t 1n me hosk11tJ.u b<,nikltem tu.uu. 
l nd1gnun1 me sa1ua.l,rs !'it·cuntluru rn1lt1tudml'nl nuscriccid1e tuc. t' hlur/i l > nomu, t 1 •n ,,r 11 

utta 1nc.:t. 
(JuoniJm t, la1uJ.,1 ,.nnr , 1..:111, cl'lorum • t·' lllll l sl glo,i,, 1 ernla ~t.'<" :, u, 

• uj inter' ~ed. 1 r,c.rc1.nh •. •usj II on t J• Jrc: oz mttr' :-ed. . . J ,, • terl -t 
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THE PRAYER OF MANASSES 
() Lord Almighty *which a,t in heaven• , 

Thou God of our fathers, 
Of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 

And of their righteous seed 
Thou who ha,t made the hc.1ven and the earth, 

\\ ith all the array thereof 
:i \\'ho hast bound the sea by the word of thr command ; 
~ Who h.t~t ~hut up the Deep, and scaled it 

\\ ith thy tcnible and glonous l\amc, 
\\'hom all things do drrnd, yea, they tremble before th) power: 

For the nliljcsty of thy glor) cannot bl'.! borne, 
And the an.;er of th) threatening against sinners is unendurable: 

A - Codex •\ln~ndrmu T Code, Turicen,i,- Con~t. \post.= Consti1u1ione, ,\po~tolorum, lil,. ii, CilJl. ,.,ii 
(,l}lUd Cotelcriurn. Pt1h,s Af't1 /1•/1 1, l01l1. l, p. 171 ; et .1puct .Pi1~m Juris l 1.drs. <,,c1reor11111 lluhria ti Jl,m111ur11t,1 , 
,,.m, • 11,;. :->ir, - :->in,« ,·~1,rv11. 1 .. 11. - l.,11i11 \'c1~mn.111 Vuli;,11~. ~1,,,, ~l111ar,dnc l'jaltcr; Canucu111 
!\Xii. Sec Note U, a.l>u\'C, 

°flTLL, Cod . .\ 11 r.poao\'1 'lovt1c:rcr11: ; 1'ut• ''°"' l•'(unov 1 1.atin Ort1lin .l/11111"1JS1U r<~is lt1da ,um (11fJ11t 
NJ1,.,d111· iu /, ·1·/,,u, J., 111;1111tt Olll . T, ( on:,(. j\po~t., ~)r •• Lat. z. ,, -:-\tu1t11: .:u, ,c\u,,u\ l ocf,,,,ryurnµ,1...,,,: 
... •It FIJI' 'I'. t:un:-t \ pu,i., I.at. ... '/>.llTTll; '/>pur1u1 T, ~onst. .-\post. 5. "r( l((H. Some cdd. a, ..cm. -:•,·r,, ti Lal . 

1. Kt 1,,, r.,u,,-1,,;1mrw,,. Un tlH" opl"nin:; \\ord~ of this m,ocat1 )ll, comp.,rP 1 Chron. :-.., 1i. ::q. ,ct111, 1.m<To1e;,1iTwp R,,'1• 
'lupa~}. KT°A. ( = : S~m. ,ii. :7). 

The rt.:adin~ c'':";'1,1·,uj"U, IIIIHllc:d in Cnch-;\ ruriCl'OSi:., i::, possibly., glos::, on ,rm,t•"·,,,iTfl>/J• I n the Yµn,r t(,)6111,;,. {the 
foilnt·cnth of tlw 'n,,\,i in Ct,ckx Alt· .... nndrinu~J ,,c 1iud .in cl.1.boratl.· .1scription. «l1,u .'1m1tA,l t'l"ioq~i"'' 8,i. r.nT111, fm,t 1Hu u. 

,; 8,0r ,.;;,_., r.aTlpCiJ11, Cf. 1 Chron. xxi,. 18 1ti.·,,u O 8t0. 'At:J. ,c. 
110'. 1:. 'La. rW~ T0Tipw1• i1µt:.w. 

Tol ur:tp,•nf',, .. 11lTW•: "" lcl(,1i1n·. Th.1.· \\ t llt:r imp1if·?'> tlw distmLtion b4..:l\H·t:n th<.· true M.:cd of the P:tlrianhs C the 
ri~htcou~ ', d. -;-•. 8) and tlH· nommal. nh1ch h, found in Tohit xiii. 9. 1.3: • 0 Jt·n1~alc111. the luily C1t}', lw \\Ill ~our::;t· 
tJu.·l~ h1r the work:-. of thy ~om,. ;m<I ,, ill .1,e;.dn han· awrcy 1•11 lh,· so111· uf l/1,· n::..:/11, ,•10, • ' l{t·Joic<.· and Ue cxcc-Nhng, 
glatl for the sons ,f flu n:~·l:I, om.' We ,ire n•mind<:d ol ~t. Paul : 'For 1hq· ilH' nol all brad, \I hich arc of l srocl ; 
nl'ilher, because the,. an· ,\br.1ham'~ snd, arc thq all chil<l,en • 1Rom. ix. 6). 

::. 6 r.,,c,jom· .-rA. ·1111s H ; f5(' 1s basc·rl upon the: L XX of l.1cn. i. J f., ,tpx.r, <'r.oir;tT<II U 0<U-. T0i· o,'pniO-, «ai Ti,v ')'ij111 and 
(,\·n. ii. I ,cue 11t1tr,A1.crll111,u., u uLpm,·" ,ml ,j 'Y'I •ol ;re",; «Ww,, o\TWJ1. toklcJiu~. <.ommentinb on these word~, c.·Lte~ 
• Tht·ophanc:i, Cl·r;uncu~ llu1111lia. 56 ~.;.,,,,,{ .<oi: ~ rul .-,;~Am·~ Un,1.m,io •wi hrn,c1i<Tµ,,u,~· """''' .,.,; i.µ1·•1lµno" ,·,. ~a,~ MaN1tTa1, 
·o i,Ut;.uur ,-. t>lpuv:...v "· T, yija, oi,a, ltQITi T<:' aUup':1 oi.TWII 1Pntres AjJoslnli,:i, \'Ol. ii, p. 1 so). 

crla· 1J'oni: T't,J ,c:,iuµ«:> alTw'1. Lalin 'tum omni urnatu corum ·. The. word 11.ia-fioI i~ here evidently introduced from 
the J.:\\ of Gen. i1. 1, and mny be rci:arcl,·d as an md1ca1ion that the Pra)'cr wns written in Greek. The p recise 
11u.:a11in;:, UI 1e11,11-H1\ i:, 11ut l..:t:rl.1in. The fact, th~ll in C ,en. ii. I .:1',,r~11~ = ~.J~ ; ho~t ·, cal:"'e~ l<.)·:,~d tu lOll~Jdl.·r that t he 
n·h:rcncc: is tu• the..: host of hcan:n ', i,P, 'the- :-.Ur:-,', as l'.g. in lfrut. l\.·,·9. X\.'ii. 3; J~;1. xi. ::6 i l's. :xx.xiii. 6 . Hut in 
lltl' t1r~t thn·c pa~s..agcs the.· \\OJc.b "ol lwon1·n' ,uc added: in 1~1. \I. 16 '1hc host' of the stars is clear!)· mc;,1.nt. 
I Jere the ,,ore.I ,.J,,~11~ i:,. fol!11,\l·<l by ulT;,", l>)· \\ l1id1, ~trictly spcakin~. i!> denoted n/a.i i';v, as weH as 1•~1- ,,t'1uw,:.,, 
( ,n the other hotnd. the litt:ral rcndcrin;.::~ · or11.11ncnt' f .R. \".) or' order' 1 R.\ '. marg.) arc too limited; and the secoml 
alternative, 'array/ scnn!-i bc:st to combine the ideas of splendour anci ordr-rliness . 

• >· o ,.,a;,unr u>.. ·1 htrt· is ,1 rt'fcrenn• here to the pass.11its in the 0. T describing the power of the Almiih1y in 
rr,u.unin:.,: 111c ~co,,.\ nliin its. boumh, aml in 11t1p11~t111inl;; the watl·rs of the Aby!:is, ~t:c: e~pcc..:ially J"b ~,x,·u1. 8, 10. , 1 : 
'Or who ,hut up the sea "ith doors, when it br~ke forth .. • "hen I .•• prescribed for 1t my d!'crcc, and set bar, and 
dour:,, .mt! ~lr<l, lluhc.rlo shalt thou ~"me, but nu further.' P ~. c1,. 9: ·Thou hast ~t .1 bound tl.aill tht.·y 111.3.)' 1\0t pa~> 
o,cr; that they turn nut agam to CO\'C.r the <'arth! 

J .-A,iaa\ T1j11 Ut:11.raam . cid1.:aaut ts the n,ndtrmg- of o\m:-1 in Gen. i. :? 1 \ ii. 11 1 ,·i11. ~- Here it c,·idt·ntly denotes t he 
~uhh.rr.1ncan watery depth~ u1>0n nhlci1 the ;rncitnl hract'itc~ l>elicYCd the earth lo be upheld. Cf . . \poc ix. 1 1e~~i, 
1'1•1. ,P1, .. u,,;.: ,.,,, ti,iluttlil·, .rn<I xx. 3 x,,i i 1~,1~11• ui·r~1, ,i1o T1i1t ,i,1t:U'1fJil 111.:cd ; ,,Jt1d'11r .ita~ 1°af/>P';.,,au ir.,.h,w di-ru;, where \\l' 
ma)· observe the association \\ ith «>.1,'u11 and u¢>"">'iC,u-. 

<r4'pr,y,uuµm>r. Cf. Job ix. 7, '\\h1ch comm3ndcth the sun •.• and sealclh np the s10.rs.' The seal denoted 
po~~t.:'!l~ion, security, and tn\·iolabiht)·, 

,.a.;~... er. Tob. , ii 1. 5 To .~ •• ,.,i crw To iry••• ~ai ,,,&e,,,.. T he rabbinic belief in the magu:al efficacy residing in 
lltL· :..u-rc.:11 .;\.Jme h, l1crc rcfC"rred to. !->olomon ,,a.& reputed to lM\<: ,.,, roug-ht mirades b)' a seal en);r.:t.,cd \\1th t he 
Tur.,~r.11nm:nun. Cf. Sir"ch xhi1. 1S ,,nd cdltm 6S ,r. The .:--:imc was often menuon<:d ns the embodiment of l'°"cr 
and a11nbu1cs. Cf. llaruch iii. 5. 

-l , c,,. ,rUvra c/l1>i.tTtl. l ·or ,P/XTTfltl with acc. er. Judith x,·i. I O f(j>ptf<,11' Clipva1 .,;,,, ,.ox~a,, o_i'1'ijJ', 
,nru ,..1,.,.,.,,,,.~" ..->.. Latin ho.,,' a ,ultu , ,rtuti~ tuae '. lt .1dm1ts of doubt" hc1her this phr:l!>e simply amplifies the 

ol,;cn or the \'C:rb expressed in U,, - '~~~t;> 1 in the presence ol ~; or "hether it introduce> a fresh thoughtt I becaus.e 
ol ', · l,y re.1,on of' (- '2tr;:J. In the former case ,t would grammaucali)' be closcl)' conjoined mth 4>,,,nu and Tp</HI ; 
in 1hc la1tcr case ii would introduce with TfXI'" an o:,xplanalory clnusc. See, however, note on p. 615. 
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TIIF. PR\ \T R or ,r,\~Assrs r,-; 

6 Jnfifile and unsc1rchable is thy merciful promise; 
7 I•or thou art .the Loid !\lost High, of great .:ompao;:;ion, 

long-suffc:nnr. aml abundint in lllt'rcy, and rcpcntcst thee 
for the evil, of men. 

*Thou, 0 l.u,J, .1cc1,1din;:: 111 t1_1y g11:11 ;:c,odn~-'li lu.,t pr-,1111 K"cl II pe:nt,1nte ,m,I forci\'cii.cs : 
thc.:111 th.it h.1\ c 11~11,.:d .1;:.1111,1 thee. ,md 111 1hc 111ulu111de of thy llll'tci, h.c 1 ippohtc I 
repentance unto sinners, that they may Le savrd.* 

7. UT( ~ v: (TU ')'Off T: (/llf1lll~lll! Ill L1t. nm. l '4,lttTVI Con 51. ,\posr srr om .. I( ii I c·onst. ,\po!!. om . • 14 ~ T. :,Io 
rn~rt IT!I ,t(f 1"' •• ,,.,,,,,.,u ( 11lh,'. \jk> • • "'> { • I .,t .. \(11 •• 11111 .\ J ~- ., •• ,, ••••• J. t cm a \ ~· : I .. , ,.,. ,,,, 

5. ;;.,,..,.n,,·. The l.,lflll lt·lldt:r~ 11) h 1iu111.,l,1l '°' lJu• ,,, 1,c 11.t , .r.:i, ~u, , '"' q hr L\ \. fl Jw...b .;ur-.,._, 
<l</x,w1.-os, ,;,;ii11Tu(ro1, Cf. /\csch. r r.1gnwnt llO, 

_ :, l't)~1Xu1r,,oriu T~~ ~,f,, .. •"••'• l l:c: J•1u., t• I••\ iw ntl) ,h •t, ! f·ut11 I' .. h xl\'.t 5 t•,, ,.,r-1,\ -,.., ~ .. ,. r c f.i• • 
T'JS' ,\111,a1,,~..,,,r ""''• and JZ "l"i_•i r,jv &;f,w_T'')i· l'-'"f11>.,11rfH~iu• '"'1" ~11,Auur O'Ul', 

uJ1t·:r, drHTfh·.. L.um '1nsu-s.1ent .1b1hs '.. \n .id1cct1vt" of ra.,.c occ · rcnet in tl1c I X \ cf. I,. c u 11i. (rr11v.): 
'l !-,(.1~._~ .. 1. 13, \'Ill , 5. (.f !:>ylllltUC'hU') U\ Joh I\' I I, JX. ll.,I; l's. IJu\ {l~'.\:Jt\' J l-1 l'fO\'. X\'l. :7 

6 . "fJu·,,,r,:·•· .\nutht:r unco1ri1110111tJJ• rtae in th,:! J X\.. t I. ls.a 1111. 18 11.uur:h 111. :::5 1 ~l.ac 1,• 17. 
"' ,rn1. f_hc 

0

fl:.u.l 1riJ.! ( f some nlttio11:s, ~ . .. ,11, .1n,l th I .. at ,, «.: 1,5 tu dc:i.f'f\' support on 1,1.-~I grount.! 
ft) .. \t th1. .. rx.unt .lit 111,llll ~11lq1:1 1 \\t,.. II ,,.,, l1l' l1un11J1t f, I Ila: j l.1)rl I \: ,to; 1 j ••J .w. ,, tu \..U.l.1.1!. 
fhc _power (:•. P , 1111· nia1eSt)' ,1n<l 1h,• wr,11h If', 51, h;,vc IJ<'cn de,, nbcd; be! here:. ,., •. G, ,nc,thcr nute of ,nfinw 

~r.1.c1ousncs~ 1s tu he fltonkd. 1
.. fhc ,.1r •. ll1on u f 1hcn11""'b' hc•\\ccn lht! tno .ul;ccOH"S ,i.uc t''T' , ;e.'ld u,..,.lq,u.10 .. 01. 

ts no~ 5,ufftc1cnt to m..a.kc the Tr prthxtd 10 1he .a:,11 ~trnn~I~· prcfer.tl)k 
,1~1{1,1;1-1u~'."'•, I nlln,' 11hcSti: .. l11lis '. In l \\Jul,,. 'J, ,. 1c,. < ump. ll,,m , , ll: Ei,li. ,ii. 8 

. T•, tXH•• Ttj\. •rruntA,,1~ ""', • ll~c rncrcy of lh)' l'romt ,c '. ur 'th)' rnc .. ciful pro1msc rcfcr•an.; 1.0 the premise of 
fort,.rwcness to them lh,,t rcpt·nt 1mphed 'n vr1 8, 1 1, 131 ,, t- ch tor;ib the nu fcu 11 J( the pr.iycr 

. ,'troY)C>uio, _ ,",r,,;,)tAis,, 111 tile ~nsc oi prom1St:' or decl.u.-u1nn ', 1s .1 commvn wurd - the N T c.: L ..ikc 
><::'''" 4 :•; .\cts 1. ,I, 11. 33---<1 I :0111. " I; 11, and often III I p. tc llch. llut II o<.cur r Jtely in l X \, c i: 1 I· sdr u ,. 7 , 
Lsthc.r 1v. 7; l's. Iv. iln) IS \1111. ix. 6, t \lac,. x. 15, ~ ) l ace. x<~ 9 

7. c,.,., "" (or, trV y1ip). Tl1c- pn: wnt ,er l' d,,,., 'ups the cLim to the Divine ,•1,crc). h ... pp... to lhe .ir-ulUJ:c \\I"" h 
WOUlfl l,t,; f.u111J1,irl)' knm\ O frm11 p,\'i$1thl""'> In the t ). f. 

l-4,,ino,. The v1t11!,~ion of this .11J1cct1,t• by l·mst. \lust. and "iyr. h.10, bttn c:..pl.i,.n:d on the ... '-und 'h..a.. h 
out Ol place 1l th,; h .... l.d of_ .. , fJsl oi t·pitlic:t:t <Jf ., mor.ll ch.HJ.cur J.Od l,eaim...;. upon the mfrcy and~ .be ua .... c cf 1 c 
\lm1ghty: · \t 111 Ld 1t11,miJus. 11 1 lon,h. ,:m. c• m l1u1nquc .\lS:-i. l{thltS, ,,, Y"t-' ,; .-,µ. 1. ~tj,,oT'"' (Cl. tclcr1us T~, 
pas.ai:-e in Ps. xnn. 9, · For thm,, I.uni, art must t ;:h a lll\C 11 Ilic c.uth,' h.1s lrd t, the 1n1.e,n or-. in I aun lt, s 
11f • ::iupcr omnun tur.un 1• 

,~11nAoy'(•c>•. :\ol tOun~l 1n t .\ ~, 1 p;,, o·. 1! (l{oLt:-isor., w.l I" , 1 l'c:t. 8. 
,Vun>tny_\JJ.,I er>., In this ll:hcarsa? ul the mcrclll. .. atu1bL:cs 1,t Jt"hov lh \~C h.n·t the kc)' (v the."\\ t-ulc Ir ycr 11r 

Repentance. The ling1,agc rc111m,Is .s ul l·.x<>d. ,x.,iv. 6, I' cx.uv .. r, Joc:l 11. 12 13 J,n.hl'.:t. Ufth<>~ 
pa::iS..1~cs, the words ul the proµlu;~ Joel an• protubly 11ppcrmo"t rn the .\uthor' rmnc.J }- or ( •) n 1s .id ~'"'·11 ,ppc .1 
ror n:pcntantt, .ind hence would be ,lpproprutc to the subjL"tt of th, Pr;1)·er: nnt.l t .:J the C'.'xprc 100 "'*' •'*'"•·••' awi, ,, 
1s dcri_,ed £rum lhc 1.X:\ 1.11 j,1"t.·I i1. I:, 1 J. The pa ~.,gc r1.:m._ .1!'io foHuwis • ' \'ct even no.,.,·, So! :h th Lord, ton )C: 1.: u 
me \\1th .1JI )OUr h, ·art, ,nu t \\1th f..istmg, ,tnJ "ilh \\Ccpm}:, J.nd with mo1.:mi11,: • ,,nd rend your t-: ... :in .,nd not your 
;,armcnts, and tun1 unto the l.ohl }our (,ot.l • lor f,c:: :, t;r,u'."IOU,, ,n;' tull of (OIi 1.1S)IU~ !tluw to a. gc.,. J..."'<l i.!c.: ~cu -
in mercy, Jnd rtiJCill~l h h1111 uf tht• c,·11' f l.X .\ ,..,.,.ua,ol;Ur ."rr, "uri,11• J. 

irri -.:uolt'iuu· ,i1-t11,~1rw1·. I .1t1n • ct lklCnltl.b super T":nl1t1..1.s bo1111nura •. J1.\: ,,orL1 .c,aiuuts ,ec,s to be bu:rro",.,J 

fr01n the L.\X tJ( Joel. Thl prup!u.:t'i H\:I phr.~,.._· •of rhl" cv,t• , -11-,:, ~jJJ ha,l rcfcrrncc lo tf,,.c c\•1ls 1 
41f t.aLlmny 

wluch befell tht· people· ,is 11,c pun.,hmcnt lor 1he1r ,m,. But the I. \:X rende1cd IJy " " · "• wh1c~ u1d,:.1r1ly denote, 
'v.-tckcdnc:ss• (Lat. •maliti.t 1J, the sour<. ol sorttm· ; .~nd not ·,y Tu ie,,u, ·c,1~s', or 1111 J., as the- conk'" --n 
of sin. 'Th<· common 111ca1un~ of «11••·11 may Uc 11, .... ;>tr.llt."tl irom l ,c.:n. v1. 5 ( L:\ :\ I nrA't6t ..d'1ac. ui ,11.-uu ,.;. • .i,,,:,,*•e11•, 
in which context it • rcp·cnled' llu Lur<l th.,t I le h.uJ n1dde 111.1:,, :>e'"",ulSC tll~ "'ICLcdn.- ~ of ·en "..u 10C"·c.l.Set.l. 
Hue ;co.tCiui mJy ha,·c rdcn:occ co the punishment an ,1-~ (rvn the sm: 1 l hron. u,. 15 ,i~,~ "':;Mo\ ,. , 1••T•1,,l e,, , , 
Tq •nci.y t Jonah m. 10 µ,T,..,,,.,,. .. n t'H,~- /r.i T!i •n•tu (d 1\·. ~), .\ l.ttt. ,1, j-1 ,iµuT~r T,j ;1'-1119 '1 a,Jc.:-1 .,i..,r.,.. l'robably an 
mtentional cnnuast 1s htrcdr,,\\11 bc:\\tcn the µ•TU1 .. nu .i.s, nbt: to the \lr.~il,!hty (cf (,t:i1. \·t 6 I !'.'l.lm. JI.\'. II;.: S.1111. 
sx..1,· .. 16)1 1n tlis pity rdc.:nting: lu\,artls sutfonn;.: 1\h1ch 1s sm'~ pcn.ihy ..1m1 the I'-'',...,.,, or the srnncr ru1 J- s 0'4'n an 
whid1 L1llb do,, n 1,1\ IUl' 111,l~,:ntt·ut . J"lu.: .u.h.lH111,, ti1 · 11t: (l ,t 111t,1111, ,J 1n I tm i. \;,. !ol 11it! 111 •h, ? 11t.·. ttw"-'1,;l1 
omiued in CvdJ .. \ .wd T, 1~ ,rn 1111Jn'Ul1tlt 1.:x;!.i.m ... 1011 dt thl ia.un 11it"111r ,,1 r, •"-·m.mt;,•· lt 1i.u1a.,;.ul11J~ lite J•lutU •c. 
(b.-on,~io, 1•. £,J as one tha1 proclaimed • forgw,n,ss ,,r rq..:nt.an''"'• i. e, fori;i,·cncss of sin, 10 lhc rtpcntanl 
~inner i It Jc, rtc-s t11r .. uuu·r:; tdC: ,luty nJ B'P'-'11° U U~- "1:.!i ., \ h ~ t•• tla·u uun.: llil'-t:tl rr onl)· I .;..h I f t.:.nu,trtutb 
., ,·cry subsl.lllli.,l.u.ida1un to the 1·r-... yt=r. (;m it""· u ,11rr l''"b.,hl). p.111 ot tbC" un,.;,111;.,I tl,'°11nt..1t:. ft• I! "-IU \(. )' 
po!ll:tlbly .. 1cu,kntall)' 0111ittcJ, lit."C.m~1.· th,•:,e l\\1• ,o,,," l••d1 c,,n11111:nc1• "uh the,; t..Jmc ~\uhJ> tlir, .,. J ~ the 1•rr·,..t"1!1nr: 
url,\,.~. f 21 Ar~mn;.:- frnm the Hllllt.:nt~ ,jt tht· J',l~ ... ,~4.· ... It I• mun: rt.:.;.1,i,\lll.,blc- t 11 '-12I•lluit• th.itl .. ud1 n<ttLuk:altlo tdtr.u.,~ 
,a$ trr,,.,.,«iXw µcTU1'?Jt•1,· ,i,p,,,,,,. .,nJ 41,,,..,,h 1,,n.~•••• .. , . ,1·, .~._,,,, .... ,. )hhu.1,1 l1A\<' lot.•n 1adu-,lr1l m tt.c oJ!j:IDAI l'lillm. 
than that they :,hvuhl h.l\c ht.:c11 in~l.rtct.! i'" ., ..;lu~,. • ;) \,.hlll:!til th1 11 ht111;: a i,:l,a9, n b tu 1.r. tJ.~,"J~cJ lh..at ttic 
next vc::nc, 11~ ,,iv . . , 1,l~ :Sm•µ,.,.,,,,~.,.,~ o.X .• -.t...Cm .. tu 11npl)· :!ti inc ,ul.h M:nlcurc:. ,1n J \Unthl nut t,tJlOM" >\t n.nural')' 
upon ,...,.Dl°C*JII c',ri ,ca..:imt a .. ,tJ~ .. " -

J.lfTOf'Uim ,irfm,u. Latin' put·nih'n~i.un d _ ruui11siont:m 1
• 'fh,· ~fo: .. ir.1hk Ps.-.hc-r. 'indn\,,cnti:sm rt n·tm»kmc-.' 

.JY01d~ the d1fficulty b)' a par.tphr,L-:,c.. 'I he intn\Uu~llun ot ~ .... ,I "H \\ 1th ,·r.,,.-,..,,1,\a1 :?' ~"" k1 '6m ""rt:ht IU('\lfll!rUOu"• 
The • prombc' of ,itp,c1n 1:, c.:un<lniou.d upun ~,,..i,u,11. Tia: uh1c-·t of the r·r:t)·~f 1s to u1ntc tht" c,u, 1i!r-u "" ,J-:,. 
sinner's repentance and the 1>1, inc par Jon n:S ~losc:ly a,. ptb$.lble. For ..:t:neruJ kn Ml" uimpitre- l ult" \. J: fur 
.t rtstort.\lion or the tc:xl on lhc ba-,,1s; of a .:-,..cnut11~ ori1,:in.o1I ,-ee nolc on Pl'• QI.I. hi). ~n·n-o11 m the I XX. l 'ttn. ,'h 

h.!t 



THE PRAYER OF MANAS~ES 8-10 

ll Tho\1. therefore O r .onl, that art the God of the I ighteous, hast not appointed repentance unto 
till' righteous, unto Abraham, a111.I Isaac and Jacob, which have not siuned .igaiulil th~c. 

Hut thou hast appointed repentance unto me that am a sinner; 
For the .fins l have sinned a,e more in number than the sands of the sea. 

9 For my transgressions were multiplied, 0 Lord: 
My transgressions were multiplied, 

And I am not worth) to lx:hokl and ,cc the height of hca\cn b) 1ea,on of the multitude of mine 
iniquitie~. 

*And now, 0 Lord, I am ju~t\y punished and descn•cdly afflicted, 
For lo' I am in capt1\ ity."" 

10 llo"ed down with many an iron chain 
~o that I e:tnnot lift up mine: head by 1cason of my sin,, 

l.at. tiomiu.r 11111lll/'h&,1/ 1t J1111/ ICL'f'" nr"1;8n,o., a, ~. M, om. T, Cons!, Apoi,t µ.<n: •: .f "'f t1r'A,1lhwn11 T; 
m -.,µ, u µ ')1 C.:005,t. Apo~t. <n,c: ,n Const. Apost. And now ... capuvit)·' in;ert 5rr., • And now. . 

10, ... ~~/IOU Const. Apo,t. ; .. ,a?,,.., T j Lal. [t·rr«> 
vrr,,, uµnpTtWJI T'}I /l(t(IUl>..'Ju T, Srr .. Lat. µ.,1, ttt:ta,~: OVfO'H JPH T 

;,nlined • inseri :lloz., omit Codd., Const. A post., Lat. 
ffl •Ufl'l'TII : pr. J"i • um. µ.~ ·1 : Lat. ut 1/r'J/ f"v.rsim 

JS; !,ir 1ch xh,·. 16. \\ hd \1. ~3, Ml. 101 19. 1'or ,iq>,""" c(. ha. lxi. I «,,pi'·~1u oh.:,ur\~Tua ,;4.,,,w (,l,1), J or for .. 
l,.' i,enc.,.., th.-ough rcpt:nt,\n1 c ~cc J lus. 11. 1-.i. vi, t f[, .:..i,· ; 11-a. i. 16 tT.; Ezek. x,-iii. ~ 1 ff. · 

1'~· nX'lOu .,.w.., ol,cr.1,µw!.· Dnt:, Cf. JC•n·U. 1'0 rr"A~Ou-. Tc':w °'-"nJ1µi:>,· (Tut, P~. l. (li.) I, lx\iii (lxix.j !CJ .. 
Wpi'1o ... L;ll, 1 dccn.:,isti' Cf. 3 Marc. ,i. 36 «()u·~., 01mr<lµ:00t rr_.pi rolTw118cuµ.,:v. ,i, 11wr~11in1 (L:tt. •m s.ilutcm ') :1fter µrn,1,r111 has a suggestion or:\. T. phr:1seolog1. Cf. 1 Cor. l'ii. to~ 'r•P ,.," 

()H~; Xt1r•1 1,ttn11 riun .. ii trC1Jr'}pim· (\' ulg. ~ pocnitentiam •... in salutt.m ') <i,-..ff'aµl>.r,~u11 l,-.1u(ua, But both the idea. and 
phr.iseolob)' arc prc-Christun ; t:f. T. <.,ad \'. 7 i1 ..,.t,11 KutU O,u,. 0Xq8,j~- f''-rti1.·01n .•• ciC,'ll''' .•. rrpo .. """'"'11''6... Hn.d the 
:tUthor of the Pr.•)'" bt<:n a Chn,tian, he could hardly have ommed" reference to 's:1hauon through Jesus Christ·. 
There i, no higher <0 nc,pt1on here than that of deli,·erance from the penall)' of Di,·int "rath. 

K O t!t.1', riu1• l ,,c1i.,,H. 'fhis is not ,l Biblical phra~<.·. Compare with it v . I l, O,Or ... roi· CT:rcpµaTo~ aVratv TO~ !ucaio•, 
1.1 The ri~htenus · arc: the dcct hr-.iel, ,is. distingui~htd from the oi. ,iµ«.pTwAoi, oi ,:u,1:1ct,, ui 1it."OJJ1,1, Compare the contrn5t 
in Luke.: x\-. ; bt.hn•cn the ,lµnJ1"TwA11, c111d th<. /ii,-,1111-. 

rnir ol-A i11rnpnpui111 um. The Patrlarc.:h!'.. \\C'tc in\'cst~d \\'ilh sinlessness in the: cMimation of tll<· rc\·ercnt fc"" 
~uch tnatmcnt of p:1.criatch.11, irtuc '"as based on such pass.-,gts as (.ten. '.\\'ii. 17-19, xxi1. 18, and l xod. :\Uii. 13 

,·~~ t'fFi: r<p Gµ.n,1rw""'c:>· Lat.• proptcr me pt!t::catorem '. Cf. Luke xviii. 1.3 o 8,tS,1 i).1ia811-ri ,-,.o, ni, dJm,rrc.>AW. The 
.irticlc gill) cli,tmcunncss to the self-cnndcmnatinn. ' 

9 . r.r,. The confession ul hrs exceeding s1nfulnc~s occupies the follo\\1ng four ,cisc,, ,ind, as the expression of 
,cpcmance, forms the t,,,si s of cntrt.il) for pardon. 

i rrf1, ,i,118p.iu ...J.,,j111'wt· th,X,(1r,r'1•· Tiu.; construction ls ob,·ious, though :g:rammaticaU)· harsh: 'to sin more than the 
numb,r of the sand o• the sea• is e:qui,alent tu s.1yini; that it \las easier co count the sands of the sea than the nutnber 
11f his offences. 

,J,uµµ•· .. in thl LXX b. fuund onl) in \\'i~d. vii. 9 ,; rrii,. x1,,iaU\ (., ,1,}fi. nl<r11r -l,,u111w\. The ,non: common word is 
ri Jlµ,,•.- 1 :I:., in Gen. x..xxii. 1:1 xH. 49; Joshua x1. 4: ha. x. z:; Hos. i. 10 (ii. l ). 

,'r.Ar)Bum ,r;r}t. Cf. Isa Ii'.\, 1z: 'l•~or our trangrcssion!> arc multiplied be(oic th('e.' 
r~118, • .,. Used intr;msai,dy. 
ol,c ,;fw~. Cf. Luke~\. 19, zt, \\hich mar he th,c origin hen.: oftlw \-:\ri:,nl rt·.iding nl1t,·r,. 
,i.,uicrm, 1 lU look at with intent ga1c •. Lat. 'intueri •. 1 ·11e word is of Hlre occurrence in the LX~, 1 Esdras 

,·1. 2~: 3 f\lacc. ii. 26. But in the N. ·1 . it is not in(requent, c. g. ,\els i. 10, iii. 4, 121 ,·i. JS,, ii. 55, &c. 
To •f•• TVo oi1mv.,,. 'The heii:rhl of hea,en' is the Throne of the )lost llii;h. Cf. Isa. =viii. 14 c'f,~wro• "(«P 

,1,u ni oq,BaXwi, TOi• i't>.ir.tu ti\: TU i ..S,or 1', ou,>-0 .. "Ul-, rrµUr r011 l(~Ji'Otl. l or the thought see l's. C:txiii. t . ' Unto thee do I li( t 
i:p mine C) cs, 0 thou th.it ,,ne,t in the he.'l,·cn,.' 

9. 10. llet"een , . 9 ,rnd 10 the S}riac version inserts the verse: 'And no\\, 0 Lord, I run JUstl)· punished 
:,ud de,er,cdly affiitted; for lo' l am III capt,vi t)·.' The Mozuabic: Psalter reads: 'El nunc juste contineor, 
11 d1i;nc comprnnor.' In favour of some such insertion there o.rc certain!)' the following cons1dcra11ons: (1) v. 10 
npc;n'l with µ.;, «a1'al(t1J,ur,.Uµo·o,, which stands in no suitable relation either to 11. 9t Q~c , iµC O!co\, or to the following 
t.:lau~<.:, O,.,,, r.u1,w1,"rtau; i::J the daust: bc~lnning, ''-llh µ,1 Knrm,uµ.rr1"UJ,1,t1·0J. ha.:, no main vt:rb, and is g:r.unmatic.Lll) 
disconnected ; (3) 1f there i, ""> consistency in the arrangement of the .,.,.,~o,, it is noticeable that, whereas in ~·. 9 
\IC hnd " group or thrl'C OTI\O<, (t) awn ~1'0/"0V Uh,, (2) on ,rrh;,8um• .<Th., (3) •• ; ou• ,i,., ffh,, and in 
, .. 10 C ti~ a gTOup of three O'TI\O<, (1) a,ur, ffOf>Ol/>yurn <rh., (2) •ni TO ,,..,,,,pov l{Th., (3) f'Tl'f/'OS fj~hV'fl'• ffh., and 
in ~·. 11 ;i group of thtcc uri~o,. (1) •oi """ .~,v"' u~ .• (~) ~,.!,pr?•• •r~ .• (3) ••• To< ~"'I'"" ..,X,, this 
pm.ping breaks down in .-·. 10 , /J, 1eo1"u1taµnTOµ.uor ,i:r).. and ,l, ,.g tivav,i'f1<u ffA. The reading of the !>yriac 
,uu.l .\lo1..11,1l,1c would thus suppl) i;rammatical cohercnC)' and rhythmicdl bal;mcc. Hence it ,s ,auite conceivable 
that the)' may h,i,·e pre,cned the true text. Its opening words, •oi •••, beini; identical with the opening of~,. 11, 
11\a) I..\\ C lt:d to lhl acudcutai 01111~~11lll. Jt i,;enuinc, It COnH'} ~ a further reference tO the position of the $ecaker as a 
c ;,pu, e in pn~m, . The.re i~. or coursc1 another uhcrnath·e, \, hich 1s only conJectuml, and yet is not alto~ether impossible, 
that the line •nrn<o,.,,,.,;,.no, ... u,6?,•<:> has bt:cn inserted lo idcntily the uuen:rof the Pr,ty~n,ith Manasses; and that 
tht follo\\in~ lint.', ,i,· 1'CI ••. (;J(mr, is a further expansion of the glos~. On the other hand. if ,r,1.,.0,co,nrr(l,ua,o~· ffA. is 
ori~i""l, th,· prob~bilit)' !oeems to be stroni: that some clause, like that of the Syrrac , crsion, has fallen ouc of the 
<,red, text. 

10. ~aru..co,,,..-r,;Jl.f"""· If not conjoined to !)()me clau~ such as that 1\•hich the S)·riac \'CFSton supplies, the present 
d.,u.c follo" • \Cl')' :1wkw"1dly upon what has i:one- before: and gra111m,1ti,·all)' the sentence is e~traurdinarily dis-
1mntcd and prolonged. In conse<Juencc, the Lltin and the English ,·er.ion bei;in here n new sentence. 
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T H r PRI\ Yf l{ OF ~1,\i°'ASSES 10 - 13 

Neither have l any rc:.<:pilc: 
Ikcaus, I prow,kc,l thy \\1 ,1tli ,11111 did th.i t l\'hich \\ ,u C\ ,I 111 thy ~i,:111. 
*I did not do _thy _will, ncithcr\,.pt I thy commandmenrs:" 
I ~ct up abomm.tl ion~, .1nd m ult ip lied dctci,t ,1blc things. 

1 1 A nti nvw I hnw th<. knrc " i 111i11, hc;ul, bi"~(hin~ t i.<.'<: vr th)' i:r.,ciou,; i;:00tlnc.,,. 
1 2 J have sinned, 0 Lord, I have sinned, 

And I ackno" kt.lgc m ine iniquitil',. 
13 Hut, I humbly b<vcd1 tht·c, 

Forgive me, 0 Lord, fori;:iv<· me, 

tH T11 • • • 111 f<l'I\ m11. L nst. \p,r.1, .. I''/ ":'uc?"'•h ,,._, ti, \tn.1.11 t.1ut- , u, ,:" \ut 1• ,.. .. ::,,,.. , r•1)i;•n• ., .... • ,u .. t-rt I a.su,I I JH l 1• i; , • 

~IOl. " T'1" '" • • • npo,rntO,aflnTf1 utu. T f , . •rrpAiaf: + µ011 T , Cnn~t. 1\ post. l.nt 12. 1,-. .,.,..,. ... 
(odd. AT. <.1,11',,l, \ p••Jt.l.,t~J . J ntlSt.. ,\ ,n .. 1)11--., .-,., \\d"' •. t...1.1 '.\l,it ,.;; I ; qct, "' ,llf'H Ii I f n Mq1 

,rarncuµ~r. l .. ,\t. 1 in(lin .1!11 sun·. I t,i , " Th is rare rn tht'" I \:'\. P • x,x .. 11. 6, lvi (,vii 6; , f ',yrr-i.ac'1u1 
Po. ""· (xiii.) 6, xh1i. 1,li,·.1 26. 

r.uAA<f> ''f'' l''f> ,,,;-.,,,Mt· l.,ll1J1 ' IIH' • 1 t.llh .l11 lt'1J 1 

. . • h_•nk \1., n., s,ch 1n I h.1m-. [<J1, :Iii '4~ md 111 111 )1n11 "ll' I• It,.., 
~uft~c u:nt n.:.,~,11 tu_ l"~pl.un, ., ... /.rn lkr. ,rntl l i.dl. 1111-. ~• ;.11•11, llH !.,phni 
· lx:111g hound m .1 r1l11 t!OJJ mul nun." I h " 1,, h·, •• ll ,1 ,,r du-.\, hlr , ..... \JI••- • 1v~ ,,nil 11,,. 1111 w, .. , 1! J prtiduceriJ 
the pun1~l11m·nt , 1,ut "1:li 1l1c lk'IM.t\ o: , , 1111 , •• d uul • \• r\\ , h11u ~ i• v,I 1, I il • f II 1 t , 1;~ r. .,,.,.11n, 
the 1nct:ip~1orical use of iron chains it.pplic<l to srn 1-, not ,1 <" mmon unf': and there h noth1n;.: 1n 1l,c ,i.. 1nctcr of the 
Ptu) er which .would {.1n.:ur the lhct,r) cir., n1eta1•horic ,I , e u( the~ simple ,,ord • 

The f>rt:CISC mc;m~n,: (,f oroX,\c., IS d.OlJblful: t fl".1)' qth1 r be rlnd,·rtd oh Hn \\"CTC the ~·,e .:.3 r.aA~,.,i, a,O',..oir, or 
the ~mi;ulilr numlK:r nuy <itni ·c • .i 111·1i;lit) c1>,11n' I· or thr • sc of ir11A1 . 111th .1 !lnJ :Jar subst,mllve-mou of t"~ 
CX.lmplc-s usually ~vcn ,ut· ,,uh .m ,lh .... : r.,r' n11u:1 - ( • • q .. •t'• l'u 'YoXi ;~,U, (Tot. 
. ~i( Tf

0

I 0,•111-·ft,,ni ,.H <Th, rh,s l!i thl' most <111 Ct:ll e,p1c >S :in in the ""'")it> Prayer,. n 1 the cJ1tT ·uliy h.ar gn n 
r1~ tn the ,·.u1ety m the re.1dings. 

,,.,.,. .. ,i,.. in the LXX b crnplv)'Cd lo tr ~nslatc iX? .1ntl :<'J t lhpli. in th~ srn..,e of• to rtfuse:' cf. J::.'l:od. nu. 17 , 
Num. u x 6; ~ t·h. i~. 17. H, rt:, ho,,qrc .. , It ~ us,:d in .1. sense th,1t •t; =-~ -1.:nts tin: ph) 1c.1I ou 1 4,f the verb fn,,u,) 
anc.1 the prcpo!.tron {1l1,i 1 , ,,nd 1;-e_,,.. .. 'lo ~cl!n•· urh,,Hd , a~ l's . .xi 12 .... thnt I 11n r. • , hie t l::iok r' • \\"c h.l\c, 
therefo re, thrt c tltc·rnatl\ C re "'1..,t:rm1::s t) J rnzschl', · so tltou I h 1kt 'my la:.~.i, o, "r my sins' (cf 1''11yb. ,:,·•11. 13. 3 
,i1a.-u,n.-.:,~ - , ,.,·uh th_c hc.--Hl up'; Dion)'~ \ rl'oµ. n.1!111. Ps ,11, p 1,10; Chr)·!!I. /J L(' d /11 t <ap. S1.:1r-er. 
(~) ,;\. ,.() wi1h inf .• cqun·a!t·nt t,, ,..,. wnh tnt. B el r. i'? wHh mf..) .a • mon,' bo"c I don n tha. to,." L,' mr )u ,d, 
becat1se of ffi) ' sins', in the sense u( • hnwctl dow'1 ..• 11 th,1! l r.lnnot lift up my hc·ul, - l ,ok upw ... ,.Js '. This 

O 
vrs 

il good ~n,c, bur gr.,mm.u,c 111) 11 1., .1 harsh lonstruct•·• . (i) u. ru /!, n 111·•"'"' "•• 11,:,«A ,r, , l ud T • so 1h;i1 
I cannot lif't up Ill) ' hc.uJ.' Tt11s tex.t 1s e,1dt'ltl)' <.· •1 tndat1or LI. rte m!t1..n1nn , t 1h ~'J g1\' 31 the m cns.e a 
1'0. 2. Su I ... ,uin. · ut nun possun .\Uoll, t<: C..ipul mt· Jm Tt-c om,ss1on of th:- "l: Jc line, ,ir,, ~ .. ,11,,, 1n Const 
Apo:,t. m ay Juve hern dtic to tht obscurity, { the mca- '!"\g, L.ut !)t:C r. ,1 on -: • l • 10 ,,• OH' 

li•·f (Tc, . I :uin ' rcsµirat:o, in the Stnsc of • rclc1sc ',or• c.c s;1t:on' ot • rthd • (. f LXX ~ (. n; Lum. 15 
1 .t::..drasi,. L2, 2 l .sf'rasl\·.2::. lnthe,.T.1~0tcursrt,1 P1ultnpr::.c"n, \<t4'Xx1v J.1 <.f. :c vu 5 

r.(1;).!•1Y)'ll'n. ' I ht· H·rL rr-rp,,1,..,,(w, 1h> '"bcr'. 1s c,f (n.•ttucnt o.c rrcnCC" 1n I XX ,\111 .t pcrsun,11 ~J'- l; C- i 
Judges i1. t : 1rapc.,1,;-1rrov TUt111tL',-m.w J;ul thC"re is no mst.1nn• , the I '\ '\ u l the phr1~t'" he-re u d, Trnp fl},(.,, .. .- .. Bl"°•""'· 

T he hnc µ? ,,-"",rM, •.. .-.i wpo ' T•iyµcn• a-uu adt.'ccl ':o)' Coclex Tuuccnsrs, anti m the Lit \.Cf~aon, • non fcc1 
voluntatem tu:im c.:t mand.lt.l tu L non cu.,toc' \ 1,' SC'Ctns u·rt,,mly to be L glm,s. cx:p.rnt.lmg rhe \\'Ord!. n tr "'I/JC• ,·""",mi" 
fJOt· ir.c.i?O'r1. It adds notl m;.: to tl:c 1ecr.-(' "' e,c vc-r,c, ·t O\Crlo;,ds the .ur,ni;<'ti.:nt or t' ~· Im s . . t pl lCCS JUI W?lqc7Clf 

1mtnediat t:lyaftt.~r ,·1ro,7r,1, .,r.J &n'crpo:.. t encr.,1 OCb,lll\~ ~t"•·t•n thc.,sscru n cf~ keel .. ton("",..,,,,~., ,rd16• 
tr'>u ,'r;oi,J'r ,, ) and the Sl,i.J.l t'.'mcnt of its mo~t tonsp1cuou:s 1n •.met of t!nonnuy ·1 he ! ... ould not, t"ercfon: be 
included 111 the tut. 

unjtTor- pl:,At,yµ"T,, itrA. Latin • st •• 1u1 .1bw . '1..ll one'§ t t rr .:it p! c n·1 otfonswl"'c .' M ".&r.1b1r, • ~•..atue:- :itx>mi• 
nationcs et multiplic.m s o~:JOs1t tc.:.;;..' 11~,x,"'Y,...a 1s the ust.:d re:1t1cr ,gm 1he LX\. for :i.;:~-r, •.,bomm.auon·. Cl. 
: Ki nc;5 '.\);a. ~ ~ 1 \wl 1. ~ 1 \l,11uz,.!'lt h, dt1 l 1.h.1;. \, 111,' \\ :, , \ 1; 111 : •• , •1~h1 ,I I u I 1 ,I ,1:r'"I thi.; 1'"'--'' rnat!un.1 cit U!o 
heat hen.' ff"jllJ/fu\flu,,...,, T"1f l::io dw \\I.IHI l-~'t1 f. r. :he l

1
Jltll h ,tll•U I ( r--t·, •·f: IC /.1Ju11 ~~' . i.;, .. , \I JI I.fl : ~ .,,.. ~ 

13 T!i 1.\tTT•i,,T!f r,1w ,ro_\t1nru,,n ~1"C1Jr ,11 , ,, .,..;, \ ,tµ,...., :r, .. .,.._,,"J\tJt,r111n1
1
\l oe111~ uu T'J' \ l• '-\ ,\ i,\, i\17;..r-, •1of \,i.iir • 10 

the uutra~es com1mth:d hy \ l.111;,~,1., Lq•1111 tlw ,H-u .. tu11 ot I l'11tn.Li1 Lil ,1 ""':t thr 11;111 1!1,: .,t era.. u •C"'" ! • on,u. 
xxxiii. 1-9. . 

1 c • .-.o4 .. ~ . .- ffA. T la· (onfe, .1iun i~ cumplctc: the ,cnuc:ll)' r(lr comp.1<s1on now. LK·• 1'1S. 

,~i ... w ~v11 «ap~i1.J\. l n the 1...\., .:.,,J''fT'-' is the rl'~ular ,uh to be used with"'' ~,n.-~. \ \'1th • >-•~ ,,c Gnd another 
lOnstrucuon Ill : L::;\t r,\"I 1:0. ; .. \ .J•w i;1 f'ol .,..,, .. r ... 14'' r tu; .. f" U\ 11f 1;.c ·•·1·h 111\ ... 1 u.: fC··~.x..n•_J ' !II II pcrlon. 
kncclm);. t:·ur 1his per~1 111 1111..u1011 1d dw lwan l'I. Korn.. 11. :,,, •ru Im 1:,11 .. 11 t., th 1t 01 1t1c hwn. The h ... 1 Inn: ut 
1hc pro phet Joel Ui pc1h.q1, :.till 1111lt1"·1h ,·1~ the w11~c1 • lel.nd )•HU hr:11t .• m n••t ~uur .:umcnt:t ' tJo,I Ii. 13\. 

a,.;"''""·· .. ;,\ r.11,,11 ,ruu \ 1''".'r .. r,,1,,), I."' · l,c;:;.:.11.,: lu1 t hL km,l11t',l'o'.'1! ,, hi\ h \_111\!Ullllltl} p1,,1"'l'l1.,, rr IIU t.hw. 11 Is more 
than T;J\ \ t'?lfT,.rqri•\ ,1111, ,, h1.c the t .,ltlll • 1•1~.,11.:t .L le bon;.t itc.m • l.n6 tu rc:prut.l.kc the 1µ,Tk 1J1 m 

1z. ~~PTJJ"-O, The pert. u·nse ~1,·es th,· ~rn=-c.: u l tl1C! 1.011\mucJ roult ul t l.t• •In, 1 .ha\."1: 1,nncJ, 11.nd oll'11 m u sa~e 
of sLD.' Tiu:, bi ~, d1th.::h n t ~lt.uJc vi tf 1ou0 ht fro 1\ · h u c,f t1l ,orut -\~," • f o.l. I r tha_ a.cl.;.n-n\\ 1~,btz'l<"nt of sm 
rompare rhc ca.<:s o ( Bala.,m, !\'um. ~xii, 34; S:l'JI, 1 S,tm u·. 24. xxn ll: U.1V1d, : Sam. ms. 13. 

i-y,-. 1-.inph; l t ll' ! • 1-tlic ,.:, . .uh) onu 1111 .,l1111c llJ}:IHL111t (If Ill) guilt. md tht·rdorc atrno can rc:rrG\c ;u,d 
acl.mowlcdi;e sny lransg,-t!ssion." , . 

...,,11wcr"'""· L..tllil • ,tbn ~1.:n •. l f. h"· t l i.J ; • ini,1l:it:1.h.'m uu~.1111 C'J:tl ,~--rno,.rn • In t his (l."l•,:.i;e some Nl1ttu11~ 
ha,·e ,j, .G')",,.W«oo. Cf. l 's. xi~ . . •: . ··\\ ho c.1n di1,,m h i:s : r:rors ! 1 

13 . ,J'"-''l·"'u. The n.:,H~ lllJ uA~ , " Im. It b• fnunJ 1n C otl. I 11hl Lntbit • .-\p()t>!·· t xpr• ~~a'~'" frc:,h ~c.parturc ~de at 
t his point in lhc J'rJ.ytr : · :'\e,erthelc3,~, 111 ~pate.· 01 iny ,..mt 1h • I bc:K,:rh, &l. l..-u111, ,pwn• pc,u rt1';".1n, tC', 
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T H E PRAYER OF l\fANASSES 13-15 

And destroy me not with mine iniquities. 
Neither, in thy continual anger agai,1st me, 

Lay up evil in store for me: 
Nor pass thou sentence against me, 

When I am in the lowest parts of the earth. 
For thou, 0 Lord, art the God of them that repent; 

1 1 And in me thou wilt show forth *all* thy goodness: 
For thou "ilt save me, unworthy that I am, 

According to thy great mercy. 
, 5 And l will praise thee for ever all the days of my life· 

For all the hosl of heaven doth sing thy praise, 
And thine is the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

111,ovµa,: pr."~~ T, Const. \post. · L~t. 911t1re I'?· pr. ca, T, Const. A post.; L~t. et ne 
AT; "'' ,.,. 8rn, 8,o, Const. ·\pos1. 14. o •I'•• A 1'; 11, ,,.,., Const. Aposl. b«E?< AT: 
Lat. ,1slau:Us, ed. Fritzschc T'Jtl «ytt8C1>0·1.,.,,,.,; pr .. r,aO'aP T ~ Lat. m1111e111, ed. Fritz.sche 
A T · u, rrn11mr Ta,r qµ.,µmf" Const. Apost.: \'ulgo Tra<rm T<Jf 'll,Afp,u 

or1 O'l1 ,, '"'P" n O,o~ 
lluf•« ConSl. A post.; 

l 5, 0 T'Olt ']Jl,'pGlt 

.~,.,r µm. The repetition ol the pr;tycr for forg1u.:ncss corresponds with the repetition of ~1-4U1n,,,w in the prc\'im1s 
,·crsc-. For •71u cf. Ps. xxxvm. (x.xx1x.) 13 r'fro- µm i.._·,a Oa,o,1,l·~CJ - • 0 spare me, that 1 ma)' recover my strength'. 

µ~ a,.,v,1n-o\,,,nr µfl T. ii,oµ. µ. The phra ... c i~ (:\·idcntl) based upon the LX\ of <.,en. xiL 15 r,,o µ;., al'J.ratriiXa Toir 
.ivu,.;u,r r;,, rro.\,.,,. Cf. Wi.J.x. 3. Used of per,ons, the s.imeverb is found wi1h I''"' and the gen., Ps. xxv. (xx,·,.) 9 
#1~ u1·i,01r0Xu.1,'}t f'(ri, tiu,~~w "~'' f, ,,1tr fAOU i X:<\'il, ~xx:, iii.) 3 ,i<riA ipya,opia.c.111 UOucia.- f'~ u,·a-arroXfCTfJ'* ,it~ 

11'1: rUv ,UW,,, µq .. ium. Latin' in ncternuin 1r,1lus '. Another phrase borro\!,:cd from the LXX: l's. ciL (ciii.) 9 
,,u·a, ,;, rO,, tu°WJ.,1 1''7"f' j Jcr. Ill, L2 ol µ,,s.,i.w \.µ;. ,i,· T;,., oCWa,o, 

T'JWJ"!1' ,.(J Koll(,; µo,. l -1.tm 'rc~en·cs mala mihi '. The meaning is.· 'do not, b)- long-continued anger, retain, or 
Jay up in store .:1~.tins• ml', the e,·ils \\·hich I haH: desc-n·ed.' 

r/, rn<,i: not the s ins I ha,~ committed: but the enls I have brough1 upon myself as the punishment of sin. 
•om!« ..... ?<, 'pas, sentence of condemnation upon.' The verb renders the Hiph. of ll~·., in Ps. xxx, i. (xxxvii.) 33· 

The punishment of phy~tcal suffering, dbtasc, \\ ant, tnJUt), cx1leJ was deemed to be inflicted for offences against the 
1.tw of (;ocl. 

r~he :\101:uabi PJalter renders' neq\1e in lincm ir.uu~ contincas mala nu:j, n,·<1uc condc.mnaucris mr- cum his ,,ui 
sunt tn inferior.i ttrrc '. 

,. .. TOI\'. ~arwr0Tt'lf T1i~ )'~S. This phrase renders r1~-n\1n~ in the l"'"XX of Ps. CXXS\"iii. (C.'t.X.\ix.) t5, where 
C:odd. AB read;., ,.ot, «uTY>T(lrcui· ,.q, f'J>· In that p.ass.1.gc, as in Isa. xii-..·. 2.31 the lowest region in the under-world of 
the depancd is <lenolcd by this tenn. ll does not indicate the place of torment; but rather the most remote and 
inaccessible locality m the unknown region of def):trtcd spiri!s. llerc, as ,n Ps. cxxxnn. (cxxx1x_) 15, the mc,,mng ,s: 
'When I am mo,1 rrmotc, and abide in the lo\\ est parts ol the eanh, condemn me not.' 1 !Jo no1 1,rolong, or delay, the 
punish!'"ent of 111)' sin~, so thal they may be ,isitcd upon me, ho\\'e,cr inaccessible in the lower world.' The other 
rendermg, • nor condcrr.n me to (i.e. for µu111shmcnt 111) the lowest partsot the earth , follows !he Laun,' nequc damnes 
me in tnfima lcrrae Joca.' • The lo\\ est «1:ions' were no1 " localny ol torment, like the med,ae, al hell, but 1he most 
inaccessible place 111 the shadowy under-world. 

14. US.CI~ T~ ... µnu, ... ,.,.: . ...,.'"·""· Another Divine title, which does not cbewherc occur in Holy Scripture. 
~,if«, or ~,i~!I•· The former reading i;1ves lhc simples! meaning, and is supported by lhe Lalin' ostendes' dnd 

Const. A post. a,,f,,,. "hich is read by Cudd. A and T, is grammaiicilly harsh. The subJunctive mus! be dependent 
on !he 1•?~' in 1 ·. 13; but the p1oh1bitiun closes "'th,,. 13, and ii in, .. q the positl\·e side of the injunction is 10 be 
continut:d io tht subjuncti,,c, tht .on!ltruction 1s .tlmo$t intolerable, e~pecially with the clau~e OT, al.! ••• p.rrul'<>a\!,,,.u,, 
interposed. 

,q,, rrya8w<rt,q,·. Cf. IX:\ in Judges i,:. 16; z Chron. xxiv. 16. The insertion of,,.;. .... (Cod. T} is a ,cry oalural 
amplificat1on: Latin 11 <Hnnem bonitatcm tu.am'-

,hcif,ov. A rare ndJCCt1>·c ,n the LX:X. See Lsther ,,ii. 13; S1rach ,x,·. 8; Jcr. x,. 9. 
""' .. "'· 1 he deli,cr,rncc here contemplated IS from the manifold punishmcm he had dcsen·<"d. 
,ll((tf(l TV 1ruAit n,or' fTOt·, er. 'i''. 7. 

15. a,;. ,ru..,.i,r <TA. Lalin 'sc·mµer omntbus dicbus , it.1.t mcae '. ,\lozarab,c Psaher, . • ,n omni \'1t:., mea.' T~.e 
more usual phra.se in the LX'\ would be""""' iJp.ipar ,ijr (wii1 µau. Cf. Ps. XJ<ti. (x.x1i1.j 6, x:ni. (xxv11.) 4, cxxv11. 
rcnviii.J 5. 

mi,r,1 ;, o:.al"" ,.;,,, ,,11,m-Wi·. J..,t. ; umnis , i1tus ca<:lc,rum '. The meaning is '.,ll the hc,n·enly host of a.ngelil: 
l,cing)'; anJ the phrase 1> probably dcri\·cd from Ps. ,xxii. 1x,x1ii.) 6 mi11u ~ b,.,,µ,, 11i rwv. er. Dan. ,·111. 10. !'ice 
:?: l."hron. X\'iti. 18, · all th~ host of hc~n ~n st.1.ndin,g m1 his right ha.n,I and on his left' i .and Luke ii. 13, 1 J. multitude of 
lhc heavenly hosl praising God.' 

ca, 110v iUT<> ~ A,ij;a ,;, ,o,r aiw•·«<. A short concluding doxology reminding us of the Lord's ]'rayer (Mall. vi. 13). 
}"or instances of Jewi~h doxologies cf. 1 Chron. x"·'· 11; 1 Esdras i,•. 59. 

'.\i,~•. For !he liturgical use of Amen sec 1 L hron. xvi. 36 - Ps. c.vi. 48, Judith xiii. w (y,,ocro), Tobit viii. 8 ; 
and compare, in N. T. illustration of 1his usage, t Cor. xh. 16 and Rev. ,,. t 4. 


