
BEL AND THE DRAGON 
INTRODUCTI ON 

B1 I. A:-Ii 1'111 D1ucm1 forms the third of the Apocryphal Additions lo Daniel, and was 
\\'ritltn "' igin.dly alm,,,t cc, tainly in I le brew, though none of the I lcl>1e\\ miginal ha, ~urd\'cd. 
The. L>tlar two ,\tltlitions arc the :::ion:; of the Th1cc Children and Su~anna. 111 the Greek and 
l..ilin texts the thrcl' .\dditions Lo D:uiiel cun,titutc an intc.;.:ral part of the canonical llook of 
Daniel, and "ere recognized n~ such, and therefore as them5clvcs canonical, b)' the Council of 
TRnt. The Song of the Three Children is, ho\\'t:\'er, the only one of the three which has a ncce,­
,a,} ~unlKXIOll mth the l lc.llle\\' c.111011i.:.d Bouk of l>aniel. ,landing in the. Greek and Latin text, 
between Dan. iii. !!.I anti 1,j. The other two Additions arc appended, and appear to have an 
nri;.;in indq)Lt1dt:nt uf the buuk tu "hich they an: attached and abu of each other. though in .di 
three, as also in the canonical book. tht. namt: and fame of Daniel Corms the principal theme. 

* 1. l\ H11 \\D Pos1110., ri-. THJ C \\"O:--. 

In the Grt:ck Codd. Bel and tht: TJragon stands at the rnd of the canonical Hook of Daniel 
hearing therefore nn dbtinct title.. In Codd. A and n of (-) 1 1t 1s, ho\\'ever, preceded by the words 
· \ 'ision (u,,a,rt,·) xii' ; 1. e. it forms the twelfth and last or the series of vbions into \\'h1ch thb enl,uged 
11..,ok of Daniel is di, idcd In the LXX it b called· l'arl or the prophecy or I labakkuk lhc Son of 
Jesus of the tribe of Lc\'i ~cc note on -., 1. In the Yulgate Bel and the Dragon fo1 ms ch xiv 
nf Daniel. 

[n Syr W (sec § ·~) the Sto1r of Bel is preceded by the heading 'Bc:l the idol', that of the 
Dragon havmg .lt its bci:;mning thL words · Tlu.:n follo,,s the Dragon.' 

Bel and the Dragon is the title in all the l'roteslant , cr,ions of the Apocrypha, these ver~ion, 
keepini.: the book~ 110\\' kno\\ n a, Apocryt,hal ap;11t as being, it was thought, dcutcro- or non 
canonical. Jn a :\ cstoiian list or biblical wm h mentioned by Churton' it is called · The 
Lcs,cr Daniel 

~ 2. CO:\"TE~T~. 

The two ~torie,- as told in common by LXX and (·) ma}' be thus summarized. 
J. Tlic St,•r; <>J /,'d, Vi'. 1 22. ThtTC ts in Babylon an image of Bel (illarduk, J\Ierodach> 

\\·hich Dame! rcfu:,t:, to worship, though no form of ,,.,1ship is mentioned besides that c,f supplying 
the god ,rith food. The king, idcntifinl in<->,, ith lyncs, rcmon~tratc, with the delinquent I lcbrc,, 
pointin~ him to the in1111cnsc ,1uantity of food consumed dailr by Bel as a proof that the god thu, 
recognized b a li\·ing, t1 uc deity. Daniel denies that the food is eaten by the god. and asks per· 
m is,ion to put the matter to a teJ>t. This request being granted, he is sho,, n the lcctisternia, the 
,,,cred t«bln. cut:rcd ,dth food 1'11ich il 1s ,Lllegt!d the god will con,ume du, ini;: lhc night. It i, 
.1~rccd th,11 the doors of Bel's temple shall be closed and scaled fur the night after the departure 
of the pril'-ts. But in addition, U:rnicl take, tbe precaution of having, \\'ithonl the priests' knowledge 
the flo,,r of the kmplc stn ,rn lightlr with ashes. \\'hen the mm ning breaks. lhe doors arc still closed 
and the ~cal, intact, but th<: food has disappeared, c:, idcncc, the king think>. that it has been con­
sumed br Bel ])aniel. however. points to the tracks of bare feet on the ash-strewn floor as evidence 
th:it the pric,h ha,c cntl'l'ecl the temple by secret cloors ~nd rcinOl'Cd the food. Angc1·cd by tht'. 
trick which the priests had played on him, the king ha, them put to death and the image destroyed. 

On the word ' Del ' sec note on ;• . .'l· 
.!. T!1t· Drn.,;,111 s,.,,y, n·. 13 .p.. There is in Babylon a great lh·e serpent (dragon) wo~hippcd 

by ;i la,~c number of tht: inhabitants, who frcd it lavi,hly. In the present case the god is represented 
by a li,·ing creature which can be fed and which needs feeding. Daniel refuses to bow do,, n before 
the serpent. and throws out a challenge lo the king, that, if permission is gi\'cn him, he will destro)· 
the crc,Ltu1c alleged to be a god. Receiving the requested permission, Daniel make~ a mixture of 

1 i. e. Theodotion's version, see § 3. 
• Th~ U11cantmiml and A/)«ry/ It ,I Scrij,turu, p. 3'}8 (. 
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I\TROD UCTIO~ 

"hkh pitch is tll<' l"indp.il i11,:r<:<licn1, ,1111; t1,,11.-ti11;,_: it IOl.\11 1hr: .erpt,rn', tluv,1 •h( , 1 .,1, :,: 
lrn_r,t:1 :i,u111lcr .111d d_i7'. 1,1r11,~itctl ,It tho.: ,k.·uh uf thci, 1:r;.J, thc popuL1cc dc1na111I tl\i' ,l,a1h .r 
th1~ l::UO·tlltlrdc1<.:1. . 1 he ~Ill!! ?'JC!d<, 1tlld has l>dllicl ,,1.;t 111lu 

0

thc ,1, u vf lii;,11-• thr. U'>\IAI ('UIII ltrl\Cll 
,~f per,•>11~ found .:uilty ul ~:~1ut.d d1n1;::~11. J\ut th,,u.;h IJ,1111d rc.:111<1i11{d 111 the r•JlnfMO)' uf i.:r-.cn 
h'-'.ns f,,r '<.'\Cll 11:ir~- h~ ~llllcr~ n,., illJllr)". ( Jn the ~Kth d.,~ f )Jnid, l.ci<1t: 1i.11ur .. lly l,uw,:r)', n 
muaculuu,lr ~upphed with lo'"!. _l he prnphr:t 11:.1,:.kkul-; ha~ prep 111.'d the mid,1,,y I'/ in,- I'"'" I,, 
R':tpers. and 1, on th,· "·'Y tu thi: ht:ld wlu,r,· tlwr .uc. ,\11 :u,,:.,I a11nl!> him, tdltnr, him , .. • \o0 
c;11ry the 1111:al 111 I >.rni.-1 in the lion,' ,lt:n in llal,}'!,,n. ( 111 hi, allq:111" 111,1 ii,:nurn110: 11i the- It><" tlon 
of tlu: lions' den, .md c,,·n ,,f ll.1hrl,,n it<elf. tht· ,111.:cl I 1y" hvld .. f 1h,·l1,iir v11 th,• ~Tt•\\U ofhu, hcuJ 
,tnd cumer,; th,• prophet lu th,• d,·11. ,dww •• c1n1-, I> ,nid hr hand, hirn the food, .. ml ,;cxm, a c.,ie 

.11nung the 1, .. ns :t~ I >.1111<·1 hi111sc'f. Tlw ~ll"d then 1c,: .. rr l I 1h.1~kuk t, 111 .. l'alc..1111c ho111c: 
SL<ill,! lh,1L I J.u1icl ":1, JHcst·,wil tlhe 11.d,.,kkuk it1Lidc11t 1, a11 L\'1,lcm .nttrp1>l11i .. nl, th• l,: ,1 
lllilgnili.:s Cod, ,els I >,rni,·1 ,ti lil,c1 ty. ,,Pd ~nh,tiL111<-. f .. r hi111 i11 tlw ,!cu IJ.111id • \<(t: r;o;, "", 11.' 
at once devoured by thr lions. 

T/J,• 111ea11111.i: 4 tltr :Ltml ',/rng,m ', The Greek word (~p.; ... ,•) l ranslatcd • <lrai;:,in' (!...-1ote 
urt:;:11i.tl1}' ,t l.ugc• Sl'rf>Clll. ll,111u1 l)•l • ll,,u,, .. 1•,1ntl ••/,., llltt1dlt1l1,,<:l1,ly \\llliout I)~ 1 a..t .lJ p.llC:r.l 
dlllt.:rence l·.\1°11 tlH· .t,,1~·,,11 "' , ,,rel,: 111) lht>lni.:r 1,111,llll• < ~1111 tllr ., C. jlC'lll. In the: / ,t•l 
the serpt.:nt came to be· commonly u-ed a~ a symbol of thr principk of evil In 1hr LXX op,i • .,,. 
tr,111,l.tt,·, 111ost l1e'llllllll)' 1t\\1 In t1111c•J the 11, l,re\\ ";,~ 1t,w11111, • ntlcr,d 111 ti .. \. \' I. nu •II} 
(<_·1:-:ht llllh:, l 'drari,Jll , !'tUltn:tintt•, 1 tlu itc) ,e11 wnt.

1 In l\\ o i , .. ·'J.:C'"i (,\ uio:,. l'I:. (. Joh , X\ L , i) th, 
11.:;u,11 J l\:111(!11 ,rnrd f111 ~Ctfl\lll l~·:-::1 i, rq,1, , 1111 ii 111 1lw 1.:-i.'i u)', , •• ,,. Th, 1c i11 r:•J ," ,d rra r.1 
fur dep.1rti11:.; from tlw ,111, l'k i111111, ,,11111 win, h tit,· 11111.11h ,. ;.:i"'' th 11 i1 th· P" 11: t 11• 11~ ,In • 111 
is a livt· rnakt worshipped as .i god. l'crhaps such wcr,hit• i~ lo bl." rc,,arde·l a~ a >.uv\·at of 
101cmism There is abuncl.int ~vi<lu,ce of sn.ike worship 111 ,·.111ous 1~irts uf tht• an~icn~ world, .1ml 
there 1,; ;.;uod re.,,nu 1;11 1,,1 c,i1,-,. th,ll 11 u!>t.,ta«l 111 li.1h)l..i1. 11, I h~ 1,o<l :--11.\ , ,11r I fl'J~ Im 
the form of a scrpcnt.1 (~) On Rabrloni;rn sc,~ls men art li~•urC'd worshippin:.: ~c,ds :,pparcntly 
,erpcnt111c in form, their lt1\\cr p.irh cto11,1,1in1: of "'l(ltnt coils with "''''lll'ipcrs 111 fr nt 11} Huth 
Berosus and I lcllaJius ~p· • .ik of •:ods wor,htppt:<l a, ,erptnts III ll.1hyl m.• (4) J,n,cn, ,,uotcd by 
Baudissin (/'RE . v, I'· '•J, says there was a ;crpcnt ~o<l called m Sumenm So air F,,r tr,1ccs of 
serpent wor,hip amon,;- the Hdirt11s, sl'e Num xxi. 8 f, .! K1n~s x11i•. ·I !'here is no u rta11 pruc f 
that in .mcienl llah) lun tllL 11\, ,npt lll ,1, ,n .l1st,11ct1011 (,,1111 lhl i,n.,,,~, f I q,t ,t ,1 ., 1 l.l, l'ul, 
but there is no ,ondusive cvi<l.:nct to the c,mtrary, ,md the .inal<Y,:)' of c.thcr cc>untr ts favours 
a decision in tht· aflirn1.11ivc. 

Fritzsch,•J holds that the ,torr was cninposc<l 111 F,,:rpt, when ,crpc·nt w• r,h,p ,, k"""n t • h.1vc 
~:xi,,tcd in c.ulr lilllC'S l,u1 th.,11h,· .,uu, .... lll.lc.C.lll,ll~l) 11 .. 11 kl 1ed ,: lo I .,I,) ••II 1:1,l l\' j rll• h • 
time fresh evidence of ,uch wor,hip in Hahylon has presented itself . 

.\lodcrn writers «u1crnlly m.1intain that the dr,1i:on in this story rcpr~"i(lllS ,L mythic.ti mon,tcr 
with a SC'rpcnt's hcau''.rnd neck an t':ii.;le's lei;s, :1 lion', bo<ly .111<l ., u11i..om\ horn.• In 1h1, or wr le: 
si11ul.tr fonn J \'t't} lari,!l' 1n1111h<:1 nf 1t,li) ~.,n1,u1 J1 ... lnp'i,J11 .. put111t. llu.:- 1111 L•ltt ,JT the II JUCl , .. 

(\\'t: t:an 11C\'Cr be l}tlllt: "lllrt.! Ol:o, l t thi,1 -t"'" i1111.Jt111h,.·t \\llh \l.11dul,; \11 ... ,,nae 11tfhr J; ,h): •11•1n 1!t::y .. 
The mun,tcr tu~ bt:cn y,·r,· ,·1•1111n1111lr i,k11w1,1I "ith tlw 111,·thn .;" ii ,Ji.1;:•m, l,11111" •11< ,,, e pr.,,.,1 
o f the i,kntity h.1, he,n f1;rni,h.-d. \\',I I.ires \\,11,I ha, 111.1,lc· ,l l'.',OJ.t,11.,11,11,pt l•1 l,r,n~ 1,,:(thcr 
t h e v.1riu1is for111s 111 wl11d1 thc • dr.1~1111-111yth' h.,s hn·n l'""'·'~',I (,11 H.,~,yl11ru.,n-_\,,, 1 111 in .::11p­
tions,'' .inti he ,1,,11111e-< 1hru11;:h"ut th.,t 111 .di it ,, thi'.' .\l,11 lu\; I 11111,,1 c,J11i!i,: d :ht 11,,b} lt1111,,11 
Cl'eation h.~cn1l th.Lt h :;1.l l~11tli 1 h111 he..• i,.::1,·t•.,; nu p1oc,fui thi:--. lu1 tlu: 11.,01, l 1-t11.1.,1 1-. 1r,t nn, :.n­
ncctcd wllh the rq ,n:,, 1ll,1t 1,:n. I ndet:d i• •tem, 1i,n, ,;, net ·•!Ir u11dcr<t.,od 11.11 J .u,11.1: " •• :i ,uakt· 
deity, .ind th.it the dr.1,:011 ul tlw ,tury n""' und, r c .. n>1dc·1.11a,11 h 11•> u:hu th.111 f I ,111.11 .... ',1fOC. 
Ball, Gunkel, :\lar,hall, Tuy. . 

rhe p1,·,cnt writ.:r ,cnturc·, \1 ith Jc,i-en ,,nd H.,11.ti--in t,, ,li,jotlh ,t111I even ,kt}' thi,, ,,n<l lur 

the following reasons: . . . . . " _ 
1. There i, nu ev1<h:11n· in the l\,1l,ylo111.1n-,\,,y11.1n 111>.:11pt,<>n 1h11: 11.1n~1l \\':'' tor.cc1,·ed ,1• 

.1 tierµent The seq,cntine f,,1 nh l'"inu:d 1)lll r.<1111111 be :.ho\\ II tu l,e 1111,·mh:d It'< I 1 <1111t 
~. Bcrosu, O<>'-'' nut unc,· tr.111,l.11..: the ll,,t,rlo11i.1n Ti.1111:il h)' d1a1i:011 ur b,· 1111r 1, o,d <ltnv1111,: 

,erpcnt. H e u11if11rmly transliter.lles the word, thou:;h not ,t:, ",: ,hu•,ld ,\,, 11,,w. hut h~ 

TIM/1111/1. ' -
{, The idea embodied in Ti.mt,tl differs fr,1111 th.11 of th~ dr:ii::in or ll<.·1pcnt. In T,;ib\ lout 111 

mythology Ti:tmat stand, fo1 the feni.tlc 111111c1plc, cxl'rc,.,mg 1::oclf 111 darlmes:1 and di,.,11,~ • .,J,J, 1 

1 lice Sayce, Jli6/url u,l11rtJ, p. -::8: f I c. g. Rawlinson, 1-;·,., l;rltJI JlfJ11":c/1us', i~ I::!, 1i. 14. 
• ,~l,,:.11,tJJd,uh u,/,-,,,Afn .• i,IJ,):Zt. * ::x;t: fiJ:lifCjt•1Gr\PIU4UI\ All,v."/tr:. n Ji, , 4/ir 

• !:>{C Am,nw11 } , ""'"' "I S1111ilic L.angu,1rn, XIV, 9t-105. 
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BEL AND TH E DRAGO.\ 

than the gods thcmsch-cs, since the birth of the f!Ods took place throu~h their separation from the 
primac,al chaos ( = Tiamat). Jiamat is usually identified with the p1 imacval ocean, wild and 
1 cbclliot1s, needing- to be subdued. \Ve arc probably to see a reference to it in the OlM, rendered 
by rnglish versions • the dc::ep': LXX ltffou"o~ : Vulg. Ab;•ssus. 

4. In the prcscnl ~torr the dragon is a god alongside of Bel in the preceding story: there is 
not the remotest hint that he is rcgatcled other than as a Uabylonian deity worshipped in the form 
of a .serpent or dragon. 

The pr<· -mt w11ter "·oulcl like to add that he docs not now. a~ he once did (see Century Bible, 
l'salms, ii, pp. ~o. 61, t 11, 141, 1 ,7), agrcc with Gunkel and the bulk of recent Bible scholars in seeing 
reflections of the l\larduk-Tiam;1t legend in i1111umer.ible passages of the 0. T. L:itcr writers have 
too blindly followed Gunkel (sec his Sclwpf,1111; 1111d Chaos). 

§ 'l· fl \Tl \L Al TIIORITil'-,: l\l ANt.;SCRll'T!-. AND \'ERSIO\'S. 

1. Jl,11111scnft.,. The Greek text exists iu two principal form~ throughout the Book of Daniel 
induding the Apocryphal Additions. 

(1) l!:i (i.e. the LXX) has been prcsen·cd in but one l\lS., the Codex Chisianus (from the Chigi 
fami,y ,d1ich owned it). published in Rome in 1772, in Cozza', .\aO"tn·11m /]iblior11111 V,·twtisszma 
I,.,,_ mc11t<1 Gm,u .-t /,atw,. in Sweic\ e'i (in parallel pages with 0), and in T1schcndorrs 6. This 
unique :\IS. i, quoted b)" Fl(:]<l and S11ctc as Cod. i>7. ,d1ich must be dislinguishec.l frum that so 
rlesignalcd by the 0:... ford editor,, I lolmes and Parsons. 

(2) Of Theodotion\ text (fl) of Ile! and the Dragon the following l\1SS exist· 13, A r (<•:•. 2-~ 
only),~ (from,·. ~1 lo-.:· .p). 

Beside, the .tlJo, (; mdju,cules (uncials/ there also ,e,·cral ,·,thublc 111111uscules (cmsi,·csJ, a, e.g. 
tho~c numbered 3-1, 49. 

For details :i.nd explanations, sec Swetc\, edition of (i and his f11trodudio11 to tit.- 0. 7: in 
Crrrk. 

:i. 1 ·crsio11s. (1) 1,r.-ck. It may not be strictly correct to ,;peak of the t110 best knm111 texts 
(l':i and 0) as 1ersiom, since no I lcbrcw or Aramaic original has come down to us. Yet according 
to the 1•icw of a Hebrew lost original advocated by the present writer (>ec below) the,c so-called 
\'Cr!'oOnS arc: corrcctl} thus dc:,tribcd. 

A careful corn pa I ison of 11'.i and <,-J of Bel a.nd the Dragon has led the prcscnt writer to these 
conclusion,. (a) Thal 11'.i 1s a translation from a I [eb1cw original. This is made exceedingly 
probable br the pre,enct ul ,, largL number of Hebraisms (sec:~ 4, (JJ(l<.;l:"\.\I. L.1:--.,,L..\t,I !, though 
there is another pos,iblc explanation (sec below. { 4, (r) .'i). (/,) That(:) contains a much hrger number 
of l lebrai,ms than 11:i : ~c<: nn r•;·. 1 f., ,5 f., 16, 18, z7, .28, 39, &c., suggesting what other considerations 
make likely that Theo<lotion co1rected l!:i with the aid of a I lebrcw original before him. 

\'ct _ on the contrary, C-> corrects al times the Greek of <!:i (sec on "<'7'. 26, 40, 42), and it avoids the 
l lcbraism h.up,ur without the article ( = l lcbrcw ;iWJ, preferring HEo,, sec .•. 5. 

Thcodotion s version of lJanicl clbplaced that of tu at a very early time, for though in his 
I !exapla it is the true 11'.i thal he u,es, yet in his own writings Ori gen almost invariably cites B. Tn 
111, preface tu IJ:rn1cl Jerome points to the fact that iu hi\ 011'11 time the Chri,11;111 Church had rcJectcd 
~ in fa1·our of A on account of the defective renderings in the former. E1·cn Ircnaeus (ob. 202) and 
Porphyry (vb. 305) prcfLrrecl 0 lo ti. Field was the lir~t to indicate clearly that what ha, fot 
cent uric:s be1;11 treated a, 11:i of I l·.,dras, &c., includin~ Daniel and its Additions, is n:ally the I er,1on 
of Theodotion. 

( ~J -~; nae. In this language there arc two principal versions: 
(a) The Pcshi~ta, best preserved in the Cod. Ambrosianus B 21 (sixth ccntur}'), reproduced in 

\\'.1lton\ /'vlyg/ot and uitic;llly edited by Lagarde: (Lcipzic. 1861 ). In Bel and the Drag-on this ver,ion 
f.,J luws <-> n:rr clo,ely, though at times (see on,·;·. z, J 8, 2,j) it agn:es with l!:i against<·). There arc several 
r 1,e, where this \'crsion and C,.) agree again~t 11:i (,cc ,,11 '<', ZJ ). In a few cases this ver,iou di,·erges from 
!,11th the Greek texts (sec on v. 2;). In the notes \\'alton's l'olJ:i;lot has been u,cd, the version 
,on,ultcd being de~ignated Syr \\'. But Laga.rdc·s critical edition has always been compared. 

(/,) The I lexapJ;1.'s Syri;ic version is that made by Paul of Tclla in 6li from Col. VI (eli) of 
< >ri,.:rn's I lcxapla. It "xi,ts in manu...c;ript form (Cod. Ambrosianus, C. 3131. This most valuable 
:\IS_. has been edited, photographed, and published by Ceriani (l\l ilan, 187-1). In the notes it is quoted 
as Syr 11. i\s mif!ht hal'C been c:xpcctetl from its origin, it is in general agreement with ei, rather 
than with 0, and thu, differs from the other Syriac version, which follows 0 closely. 

{.l) . l rn111,1ic ,.,//,·,· tlt.111 /Ji,- Sjria,·. For the Aramaic text of parts of Bel and the Dragon see 
~ 4, 0RIGI'.1iAL LA:Sl,lACE. 



INTRO I>UCTIO:'-; 

There ,u c.: no Tnrgum• "11 1'1.r1 ~. hc111i.1h, w IJanicl, 11 l,1cl.: c:1.>1ly 1;,pt,1:11,.~I if il Multi I,,; 
as,;u.mt·d ll1,1t all .tlw,<' h"oks \\t'n \\rill, 11 ori;:inally in Aram,1ic a.1< p•,1tion, 111 th,• c.x 1,t111 ... boola 
of I .zra and Jhnicl nrc " 

I.i t '-:''"'.· <,,t l ·r,,.,mt·nts,,f the Old l.ntin v,·rsion ,l('cur in Sah.<1i~r·s \\Ork, J.',l,/,..,7,,,, ,\,1,,."11,m 
f.t1t11111'.· I ,.,-.,1,m,•s. /11/1,;11,1~·· 1743, &c.. \'OJ ii J11t!gini:: fn,111 th •jl\1.hnt11~ lhcrc-111 prc:oerrtl.l II rnav 
he conhdc111lr ,t.1tc.:J th.,1 111 I la,uel :11111 its 1\,ld11i,,n, thi< ,·cr5ion fvll,,"~ 1-, ,·lu,..•h·. • 

(b) Jerome'~ 1·:·r,i.,11-\'nfg;itr. •i111pfy rc-p1 ,1tl11c1-.. it -l• 11!-«1 l,a~d on H, th ,ui.:h i11 ~v111c p:111, 
(sc-c on~·- 41) 11 1s 111<lcprmlc111 of any otlnr \'CL,ion or text known to us. 

(.;) . lr11h1, · Thc.: \1.1l,1c \'~1,1<,n ,,i" -;a,,d,~, I 1.1,. S,1 ; •,-1~1 wn, 111:.J, Imm tlic I lrh1~\\· ,lllll 
thcrc'.,1.rc.: l,1l'I,;, th, •. \puc1yplu. Tia<! ,\ 1,il,i, ,., r~iun of Bel ;awl th<" I lr:,:;:011 in \V,tltun'. l'Ni(f.•t !.,. 
n? cnt1cal 1·alt11. h,·~11,.: d1w 1,, ·_( pri,-t liv111h in 1:,;) J •l 111 l h,· ,ix In-11th <:CT1t111 r: llct' \\' :illoii /'1 oJ.y. 
xiv. 17 f., ancl Cmmll on I zel,;1el, p. 49. 

~ -1 1'111 O!tl<,l".,1. L,:s,Jl '\f,E. 

Untilc~1snp._u·:tll\\Jr1l"("\.lll yta1 .. th,:prcv.i1:,.,;~,1~\\ w., ... t11.1t lh: ll1<1 ti 111.-1 : •Cl \\ , l \(Olllfto---·11 

a'ld llr ,t c·clitc-d 111 :h, I ,1c.:ck J, ,n :11,1,:c.. · •n I 1, !11! .. 111, l \\,ild, I le \\',·1:1:, ~c.l r.,der, J 1i11.,,d1,, ~ iu,11 ,. 
and Kuni~. 

(t1) In f,1v11ur of this conclu,ion the r,.,llowmg reason., have b<'cn given . 
I. :-.o ll,,cc, of anr Scmiiic uri~in,d "ith reason 1blc c!;1irn, 11.lVC bC'en discovc.:rcd ()rigcn, 

l·.Ltsd1i11-, ,md J, ro1111, da.lin, t, ~.l\ th.,t 11, I I• '"~" , .. , .\1.1111.,k '·11,11 ,,f ti, 11.,Lt \\,l• l,;n,1u 11 1.:i 
thcir'd:ir, . . • 

.!. It is dcnie,1 that the Ilclm1ism, aH·morcnumcrou, tlnn can he accounted f.,r tin the as.~urnp-
lion of a firt·ck ,rii::rnal ~cc b<;low, (t,) !, 4, 

3• In the <,r,d, of ..,u,a11na thcrl' aw certain word-plays 1'1Consistent with ii translation. ('. g. 
7' .i4 f. i,-.,i "">..'•·oz· • , • "X'""• ,ind 'jX r. or. 1r1,11•0,· ••• -:rpiua, -.;., ,uch wor<l-rlays h.ive been 
d is.co\'cred in Bel .md the Ur.tt:on, and whc1·c in Su,.11111;1 they do occur they <.,tn be easily 
du(; to a tran,lator. \\'h} ,,Lnnot 1 lnnsl.1tur .1.Jopt .1llilnat•on > Murcmcr it is nctcworthy tlut 
Bel and the Dugan is more I lt-br.11c th.111 :-.ti-.11111.1, th .. u,.:h lc<s so th.111 the "1111g of th~ Thrt'C 
Children. 

(b) Un the other luml, the opimon l1.1s bu·n growing- .tm,,r•i; cccnt schol.1rs tll\t the "ork 
w~s written origin:tlly i•1 ::-,cmit,c (lkbrcw or .1\1am,1iq. lJrs :'\I.H,;hal: .1m! c; ,,tcr c lflltnd {tr ,tn 
.\ramaic 011,:inal. Hut th<rc.: is ,·vi1le·1ce 1..011clusivt• to the prt· tilt 1\r tc1 that tile .1uthor vi llcl ill, J 
th(. Dr;1~nn 11 wtt· in llcb1 c11. 

I It has been p,,int,·d uut (•vc.. ~ !, ~ \ 11) that t-1 introduces l l cb.,1isms which :ire .tb~cnt from 6, 
a chan,..;c .!uc und,,ul,tcdly to the i.1ct th.,t Thcodot1011 h:i,J before hin .1 llcbrcw tc '<t as well .1s 6, 
which latter he corn etc,' hr me:in· of thl' former. 

~- The.: ext ra,11,l,nary c xttnt to II hidt tht ,rnt,1ctic.1l const1 uc ti,m called par.,t,1 X) ,co-o•dmat 1ml 
exists puinb to .1 I kbrcw, ,1ut an ,\r;1111,1tc or:gin.tl. ·1 he 1n:t11r cncc uf the Greek ~01 with 111 the 
~hades of mc.:aning b(,rne hr tnc l l eb1t·11 :,·a·,• .11111 the ,\r.1b1c 7, a'. · mcl /a is ch.1r 1ttl'ristrc of I lel,re\\ 
ve ry much mote than , f .\r.,11~.1ic fht· lancr is 1m1ch nehcr tlMn I lchru\' Ill conjunct'on; and 
advnb~. ,,1 thal 111 it hyp11t 1~) ( 11b1,rd111.1t11,n I uf s-.1tcncc. exms, \'l r)· much III the marncr of Grctk, 
c,;pc,iallr i, this L"t trnc of S1'ri.1c which c 1mc un<lcr <;1l'd. in011enu-. 

3. There arc m.111~ ex 1111 ,I, sin lht• I.XX .111J c,;pcc1al'\ 111 H wh1d1 impl) th< I kbrcw '.v,m• 
co11~ccut11·c const,ucti\111 and cannot be othln\lsc l :-q,1.1innl. 1 hus sc.ll~nccs often bcb,n \\Ith ,a 
,j,· ( = ·,~'1) and ,ilso \\ ith wl ,,:nru, followl'd 111 thrs l.1ttu c.1sc liy a lln:t<' \'crb; ~cc. , ", I I and 11:1. 
This ;,'<l ,, conscc11til'l' c•.,nstruction is pcc11!1.1r to llcbrl'\\' ,1t ·t~ lx:;t, even 1.1te B1bhcal Hebrew 
ha,, almost lust it (t:1: Fcdc,i,istts, .:<;:c.). 

+ 1 h~«· in· 111.,:n· <thu lld,1.11,111- thu:; • q 111 1-1 bc,;111, 111tll\1·,·1<~, in11 ~ 11;: ·.-, .. -•: In 
'i'. J.j (l->I f\(t! ;,,w,.u· 1 ... g-•.Jud J [c..·hn:w ti::1~1 l,nt b,u.l l ;r\:t I,. l.f. \'i tlt ;.,,\,1. I h<· u .. ~, f ti1-,...h, • r~O..hll'- ·.111 lh 

sense of thc.: ,i11·•11!.11° ,. I kbr.1k. ''"" 11\1:,· on ;. 1S. • ••·• ,1, ir·. 1:0: l·lJ ,, 1hc I (d,.c\\ -:;;-~ ;·~. I he 
const .. tnt l"C( UI H.~li..C • ,r "~,: f L;;c,1 \\ ilh Liu· \'at 11 illS .... hadc.:"' of n1c.·,u~in .. : 1-,k,'!'!>CS,:,\.<l hy i.";:-0:'' IN a 11 t:btai~,a 
sec-:· . .!C, &c · ,i11c .. \,1, "" '' L ,1• = ,-,~:-~ 1x"'-::'r the ~a11.u·tI11vu~ ,li''l'·''"\. I ,)111\\ ing: llu .. · rult: G,11 1h•llll:i in the 
cou~truct: :,.<·<.:on;•. ;..i: 1i1·wrr1h· 1:!\.,I l~•llo\H·d hy .tn-,lht.·1 \C:il>: !\C..!t:' PJ1 ;: . .. --17 1(iJ .tnd ~\/ ,t~)). 

5. Thc:rc.: .ire ~omc-timcs l~xtn,d 1111,t,d,c:~ lx st ""pl,,int·t! c,11 the ,1.,.,umpth>ll c,t ,, I lcbre\\ 
o riginal· sec for l'Xamplcs the notes on t• 1,1 (Ci)' 

6 . lt j, Ill f,l\·· •111 nl ,l ffc;1rtl\ uri,: 111.iJ th,ll th(',<' t\\<I l.lJc~ J1,11 C 1KCl1 ,ldll,lll}' f,IUl\J in thAt 
language in a more or le,s compktc fr•rm, ;is in the :'llidrash Rabb,1 dr Rnbba. 

> ~cc Fram Ucli1uch, de ll,16.uua, p. 82; !\cubauer, T~1·1, viii. 
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REL AND T l lE D RAGON 

(c) Dr. M. Gaster discovered an Aramaic form of the Dragon story embedded in the Chro11idcs of 
'7i-rah111rc/1 a work of the tenth century, and he maintain~ thnt in this frag111cnt we hav<.: a portion 
of the original text of Bel and the Dragon,• an opinion with \\'hich Dr. i\Lushall seems to be in 
sympathy. In that case the original text of the three 'Additions' ,1as Aramaic, as the;,c two 
scholars maintain. The pre,ent writer docs not think that Dr. Gastn has proved his case. 

1. There arc constructions in all the ' Additions' which arc not Greek and which can be 
explained from 1 Icbrc\\ but not from Aramaic. Sec above, (b) 2. 

2. Tll'o onlr of th<" three' Additions occ111 in the Aramaic version found by Dr. Gaster, and 
only a part (Dragon story) of the third; what has become of the rest? 

.l · Thb ,\ram,uc form of the Dragon sto,y differ~ from that in the Greek and Syriac in many 
particulars. r II r• . .::4 the two Greek versions and Srr \V have • the king (said)', "hich the :\ramaic 
t ext omits. In r• . .l:i, after' And llabakkuk said', the Aramaic document add" 'to the an:,:el ', 
which 6, fl, and Srr arc without. 

4 The <·,,mpikt of the Ch1cm1cks ,,j J'cra/111m:I distinctly ~ays tlmt he had taken the: Song of the 
Three; Children and the I )ra~on ,tory fn ,m the writings (i. c. the translation) of Theodotion, he 
h,wing himself, it is implied, turned the Greek into 1\ ramaic. Dr. Gaster lars st,·css on the com­
piler·s words" that what he ~ivcs in Aramaic is that which Thrndotion hi111St"lf found, but the 
ref<:rcncc Cilll be onl) to l!i, which Theodotion made the basis of hi, uwn translation, and not to 
a11 Aramaic ori;,:inal, though it mu,t be admiltcd that the compiler clues nut expn:~s himself 
unambiguously. Hut when such ambiguity docs u<ist the decision must be. according to facts 
otherwise authenticated . 

.S· There is of course another explanation of the ap1>arcnt Scmiticisms in Ilcl and the Dragon. 
I t is probable, a, \\ dlhausen hold,,3 that the la11~u.1ge of 6 represents a lkbn:1\-Grc<:k jargon 
actually spoken, as is the Yiddish of the present day. In favour of this arc, i11 addition to the 
inuumcrnblc: I h:bra,sms. many uf them due to translation, the large numlx:r of l lt:br1..·,, words trans­
literated instead of being translated even in cases where the sense is. not obscure: c. g. {3,ol• for 
j)~:i, •breach', 2 Kings xxii. 5; x•n-1tlp. (xnnf11•) fora rt:storcd o•m::i:cm;r:,,.:: Kings xxiii. 7; iap.E,1' 
for cy, 'sho,·cb', z Kings x:w. 14. These and other II<..brcw words \\Cl'C pe,haps takLn over 
into th<; Gr<:<:k spukcn by these Jc\\,, ju,t as Polish-Russian-Gcrm:111 Jews to·d.1) t.ilk in a German 
interlarded with I le brew words. 

§ 5. Al'TIIORSllll, D.\TI., A:-11 l'LAl I Or 0Rt<,l:-.. 

); othing whatever is kno,1 n of the author of this work and nothing that 1s definite of the place­
or dale of composition. \\'c ha,c no I kbrc,v or Aramaic original from the st)•le of ,1hich it might 
ha\'C been possible to draw conclu,ions as to dat1:. 

It is quite certain that Rel and the Dragon imply the canonical ll<1ok of Daniel and belong 
therefore to a later dale, for they show ~ub~e,1uent dLn;lopmenls of Daniel kgend:>. The c.111onical 
Daniel is dated by modern scholars at about 160 J;.c. The general character Lif this tract suggests. 
that, like the canonical Daniel, it arose at a period ,,hen the Jewish religion was bittLrl}' persecuted. 
Such a period was the reign of Antioch us VII (Sidctcs) (139-1 ~ll JI.<.:). Thi-; Syrian monarch 
reconquered l'alc,tine and JiJ his utmost to suppn.:,s Judaism. At that ti,ne Hebrew was, even in 
]';destine:, more a literary than a spoken lani.;u.1ge, and this might explain the fact that the use of the 
,,•aw consccutiv<-a feature of the classical language- is preserved. lt is assumed that the place of 
origin \\'as l'alc,tine, and not, as Bissd and mo~t hold, Baby 1011. The reference, to Babylon arc the 
same in the canonie.tl D,.111icl, but they arc 011ly a literary device: and this can be said also of the 
mention of clay and bronze (<'. 7), which Bissel cites as proof of a Babylonian origin. 

lL is to be noted that Judaism in the narrow technical sen;;c is entirely ilb,cnt from these two 
stories-what is t;iught is the absurdity of idol2.try and the duty of worshipping the only true God 
-Yah,1eh. ThL Judai,m of 13.ibylon wa, of a definite orthodox kind and could hardly have i;ircn 

ri,-;e to a tract so vagudy 1cligiou5 as the one under consideration. The uni, ersalism of Bel and the 
Dragon stamp, it a,; a product of the Wisdom school of Judaism, though the positive characteristic~ 
of the literature of :hat school (Ecclesiastes &c.) arc lacking. 

Assuming a d,Hc of about 13f1 1,. (.. for thL Hebrew text the LXX must be later. It may be 
taken fo, granted that \\ hen I l\lacc. ii. 59 f. was ,, rittt:n (i. c. about 1co v. c.) the three Additions 

: Sc~ /'SBA, 1894, 28off. (ln1roductionl1 312 ff. (text); and 1895, 7S tr. (1ranslation and notes). 
· !':,BA, 1895, p. 83. 
• F. Weck, £11:l,·,tu11g i11 das A lie Ttst. '· 535. 1'c1smann, howc, er, says (!Ji/)/,: ·"11dus ', 68) lhal in a private 

communica1ion to him Wellhausen abandons 1he abo,·e ,ie\\. 
6,jli 



INT RODUCTION 

krmetl no part of the Book of I >.mid :111<1 <lid 1101 11e.:1 ha1,. c,·c.11 c:J.iM in r ;,l·cJ.: \'c1 :l,ot• \uditivn~ 
exi,t in all extant :\I SS. ,,r tlH." (~rrck :11111 Srriac tc..'ita. ·1 he Char.ictcr vi 1l1c < ,reel. in fi anti i.;iha 
considcrat,,,n, su_:~cst that thii \c.:1sion \\:\< 111.ltlC' ,11 .\k.,,t111"111,1 ,It ,l dale 11vt much l;.11..1 1'1:111 
1 oo U. <. ', <'l the evide nce for reaching such a conclusion is slight. 

Tht:l.lU•Jtior. i, i:cnc.:1all>• !Jcli,~ctl tu h:l\c' I 1vcd .111tl t, h n'C C<.>:npktrd hi, tri,,il 1ti, n fit J 1,htsi., 
towards the close of tlw •cco>nd ,c.:ntury nf ,,u, cu. ' J hi, 1rcc,,1di \\JU• tin: f.1{t 1h:11 r, cttacu•. \\ho 
died ,\, Tl. 202, t1S<'d (-) :tntl prefcorc,I it to ti. 

§ fi. hTH,J.:ITY 

\Vith the exccpti,,n of ::11;.dl p.111s t,, I,, 1111l1<.1led in th,· 1u,H .... md 1 •• ~ :- ;•,, th ~ l\\u 1o1!r, 
sc.:cm to h,n·e b,·cn \\Tltll'll "r UIK' a111ho1, "' "· l,m,ner. u"'<I 1•,l~XI un1: rll.lt<.n.tl The II :Jtlct\t 
of the miratulou· t,.rn,p,11l.1liun ,,f lh.: J•l<•l'hct I Lthil.kuk 11»111 his l•uu,c 111 l'.:ik llnc tu ah.- hc,n. 
1k11 i11 Rd.>rlon ( ...... 1 { \')) i, ll0 rt.1i11h ,1 l.,tt 1 1,i, <.: It I\ in.: 111 JI< ~''"·11') (L•lllll:.)d .. 11 \\llh the rat (',r 
the story. 

~ i• 'JI ;\<'Ill~•,. 

Tht'..,C \\\o sturi,_·.., h.iu .. b thC' d1>Lt1i11t, ul lht' 1111,·11,.., , Uhl .d, .. nlutcr:, , .. f Y:d1\\1 h •.1llc1 ! """.~1,i, 
in l!:i,a tran, lation of Lhl' I Jd,rc\\ \\u1d -uli,lltllt,·d Ii)· J, w, fr<'111 ,11,,,m ; I,,, 1 .. r \',,h\\eh \\Inch 
near th:lt time tuok on a my<tic. anti csotcriL ,cmc. 

Little "told us of\ 1hwch's charactc,.. J le is r.:rcal, the hnly tru" Go<l <v 11), a living God in 
contrast with lkl (,• :,) ,othrng i, s.1i<l nf the n;,turL of the demand I le make$, ruual or cth1c.1I 

There is no .11lu,10n to any dist111cti\'cly Jewish bdicis ur prnctkl's. Th, law b not mt'nlt.i11r.d 
nor is the existence of ,l IJ1v111c rc\'clatiun to in.in impli,•<l. Thi, tr.1<.t ,; silent a~ to sacrifice and 
temple, a11d l'\'Cll ,IS r,,. n),; )•llt•ll,uc,i) <X,l)•l llt.1, ,11 (; :,..)r \\ ell• \t .. , )1.,n l LhL'J f:jlhct t I:"/, II 

nf as a pri.:,t, ,11! thi., >trung n·1du1c,· .. f the!.," 1,l,1<1: .1 i;.:11ed h) tho:" rt11 1 1 .. :he ~xkr 1.,I ~1!t uf 
the Jewish religion \\'~ do, however read of an angd, but in ;i part of the Dragun storr (:r-,.1 ; ; J9l 
which is ccrt:tinlr introd ced U) an uhtu1 ab rrh·a. 

For further Intn,ductny note:, incluc!i11g rcforc.:1Kcs to spLCial htcr,I!< rc, sec 'Ilrl and the 
Dragon ' (br th.: 1ncH:nt writer) in 111t lnt,n1,11t,11,!I :,1a11d,11·d /'/bit F11,.,.l,,p1, /r,, l,·hc~,;o), ,c'. i 



BEL AND THE DRAGON 

The tnnshlion of O is that of"thc R. \., that of\!:i is by the present editor. Sec l ntmd., § 3, 1, ~. 

I. Tm. STORY or Jlu .. , v.•. 1-22 

Q;i 8; 
, From the prophecr of Habakkuk the son of 

J csus of the l ribc of Levi. 

2 There was a certain man a priest, by n::i.me 
Daniel, son of i\bal, a companion of the King of 
Habylon. 

3 And there was an idol Bel whom the B.i:by­
lo nians wor,hippcd. 1\ nd they expemll'CI on him 
daily twelve ,trtabas of fine wheaten flour and 
four sheep, and six measures of oil. 

(·) 

/\nd king Astrages was gathered lo hi~ , 
father,., and Cyrus the Persian n::ceivecl his king­
dom. 

And Daniel lived with the king, and wa., 2 

honoured above all his friends. Now the Baby- 3 
lonians had an idol, called lkl, and there were 
:;p1:11t upon him every day twchc great measures 
of fine flour, and forty !.heep, an<l !,ix firkins of 
wine. 

1. S)'r 11 bci;ins the Story of liel exact!)' as doc; l'i. 
the \'ul.;. closes Sus.mna. 

But O and Syr \\' begin with a clironolo.,:ical notice which in 

Habakkuk. (ircek ',\µ 1n•o•µ, Syr. 11 ',\.:lt,,o,·<. So al.;o in 7 ,,. 33 fl' It is certain that Habilkkuk the prophet 
is meant (src on t·. 33). though the tr,l!lition that he "as .\ Levite, based on !-lab. ,ii. 19 /,, is probably inaccurate. 
A cordm;: to Tiu I.iv,, o/ tht Pn,phd1 he w.1s of the tribe of Sim ·on. s~e Stonehouse. f'/1, Ii,,o/.• ef H,,b,,H·tfl,, 
pp. bl ff. for this and other tr.1ditions rc;;.1rd1n:; 11,hakkuk. This tnlc in [i and Syr 11 /not in Syr \\') owes its 
C'<istcnce to the intcrpol,ttcd incident in 'I'. 33-39. 

Cyrus . • received his kingdom. .\ccordin:; to this verse, idcnucal m Syr \\, Crru, succeeded his ~rand. 
C..thcr Astpges imm,·diately upon lhe d,·ath of the l:ttter. Uut llcrodotus (i. 130) says dis1111ctl}' that Cyrus took the 
kingdom from A,ty,,;;<» by force. Ancient ;iuthors disagree on this matter, as abo as Ill wh,1hcr m fact Cyrus was 
1he immedi..ltc succ<::,svr tJf his ~u.ndfother or nut. Recent cuneiform inscri1>tions confirni lhc Les.timon}' of Herodotus 
That the mcidcnt, rd.ucd 111 Lei and the J>r.11;on could not have occurred during the reign of C)rus goes without 
,::iymi;. 

the Persian. On he"' words see Century Bible, I-.' m, ,\;·hcmiak, Esther, pp. 19, 4 t 
:. a priest, by name Daniel. ·1 hat Uantcl w.,s ,\ priest is st,lltd in (i ,1nd in Syr \\' one of the r.uc instances in 

"·hich the Pcshi!tn re-es wllh 1cc ag.,inst fl. IJ,m. i. 3, 6 proves th.It Daniel could not have been a priest. That Ji-, 
1s so des, ribed is 1ue o pnc,tly 111riucnct, .md belon~s to the period of pnestl)' domination. 

Abal. '\:fo~ \sol rat1schc, Tbch.,.md Hall) for '.\.1";~ (God my father) or \ ,:l,x11<'X (ca strong one, lit. f.nher -

poss<:ssor of strength, ~um. 111. JS/· But pruh,1hly we should write with Swcte and Rothstein '\.~.;;,. for Hebr. ~~,. 
(;en. i,·. ~. \ccordin-. to Epiphaniu, (.Id,•. !lau,·s. Iv . .3) "ta;Jn.:• (j'll::!:!', j'J;Ct:') was father of the prophet Uaniel. 

a companion. '!'he <,reek word u,µ:-Ju .. ,,,, denotes strictly one that Lives (,3.,;.,) with another. Cf. Vulg. ,011vi, ,. 
l'lutarch 1J11litf.- l,1, .,,. , 21 ll employs the \lord for tlie confidants of the emperors. 

Lived with the king. Render, as in 6 above (the same Greek word bemg u.cd), ' And !>amel was a companion 
of the kmg.' Syr \\ ' \nd Oanicl's ,:lory cqu.,lled that of the kmg, and he dwelt II uh the king and was more 
praised than .u1y of ·he l.mg's friend. ' 

King of Babylon. In 6 and ~yr\\ the particular king of llab)•lon meant is not named. 

3. Bel. The 11<.:br. \\'Ord,~,., short form o( ~31::, occurs in the Q.T. m ls:t. xh·i, Jcr. I. z, Ii. 44, 1n all which passages 
it st:mi; for ~J.,rduk (:llcrodach/, ,;hid vf tlw Baliyloni,m deities. Originally it dcn111ed any Olli: or the tlabyloniao 
local 1:ods, ancl in particular the princip31 one worshipped nt :.. ippur. Cf. the generic use of )l,I~ (Baal). 

worbhipped Tlt.,t the llab)'lon1.1n, worshipped Bel is rn 15 distrnctly stated: in O and S)'t \\' It is implied. The 
word translnt<.:d '\\.'Or~hip, (ui;~o1,&r11; ~'to rc\'ere '. cs.pecially as God. 

artabas (in (i and ,~ apni,8,u): R. V. (0) renders ' ;:reat measures'. The artaba (dpnill?) was a Persian 
measure " about half u hectolitre. 

four. So (i and S)·r 1-1. Hut O Syr 1-1ms hi T«ruupu~ovra (fort)), which gives a bettc.r proportion. In Syr \\' 
' forty mms '. 

measures. The (,reek 1'"1''"'' ( I{. V. • hrkin ') - about nine gallons. :,./ote the large quantity supposed to be 
consumed b)' hd. 

oil. So (i: but read (wilh e Syr \\' Syr 1-1'"11) o••ou (wine). Cf. n•. I 1, 14, zt in Q;i, Note the three kinds of 
S!'lcrmcc.s. me.it uff..:rinr, ti1~?"·'' animal uffc1m~ ("~J), and dnnk offonn1: (1S,t. ~. which ,1.ccord with the rt~ulauons of 
the Priestly Code. 



BEL J\ '\D TH E DRz\GON 4-10 

r. 87 
1 The king also u~cd to worship him and the 

king ust•d to go dail)' t o do homage to him , but 
Daniel US<.d to pray to //,,. L ord. So the k111g 
s:ud l o D.,niel, Whr bowcst thou not do\\n to 

5 Bel: Then Da111cl said to the ldng. None do 
I worsh ip save the Lord, thc Goel who created 
the hcav'-'n and the ,•arth, even I lim who has 
sovereignly O\'er all flesh. 

6 T hen the kin,! said tu h im, h this then 
nut a god) lJo.-L thou not "'"' how muth i, 

7 spent on him daily? U.1niel thcrdon· said to 
him, Let no one b} mr mean~ mislc-ad thcr b}' 
false 1cas0ning, for th1, 1s within of clar .111d 
without uf bronze: aml I ,11c.1r t,,· the I on! the 
god of god, that this ncnr did c-al an} thing 

8 So th e kin~ bcc,1mc ,in::, v and summoned the 
overM:ers of the temple, an,I s:iid to them, ',ho" 
me who cat, the thin~,- p1cparc,I f,ir Bel otlit'r· 

9 wise re ,lull die l Ir (1f ye· , 1o ,huw that Bel 
rle, ours tl1<011 D.rnicl, 11 ho ,ilkgcs that the~t· 
things arc not u,tu1 br him sh.di the 1. 11111 tht')' 
said, It ,, !Id lum,clf who de,·ours these thing-. 
l hen IJa111cl ,.1id tr, 1hc, ki11~. l.lt 1t be thus. [ f 
I shall not sho\\' that it is llvl Ile! whn tle\'uurs 
the,e thini::,, kt me suffc, death together with 

1oall my trknd, Xo11 lie! lud ,cn:nt)' p1icst, 
beside 1thcit1wives .1nd children. .So thcv rnn-
dnctcd th<c I. in.; mt•, thl' idol tem1,k · 

(.) 

And the king did honour tc, it, arid went d.J1ly • 
to worship IL: but Daniel 11orshippcd hi., 01\11 

God. And the king said unto him Why dost 
thou not 11or hip llcl? J\nd he said, llt.ousc I 5 
may not do honour to illol.s m.,dc with hands, but 
to the liv1nl! God, who hath created the IJC:1\·cn 
and the c:uth, and hath SO\'crcignty O\'Cr all fle,h, 

Then sait.l thc king unto him, ThmkcM thou 6 
not 1hat Bel is a li\·ing Glld' or scest thou not 
ho11 mud, he ,~1tc:th aml drinkcth every lL1)' > 
·1 htn IJ:tnic-1 laughed, and !slid, 0 king, be not 7 
clccc:iwd. fo1 1l11s 1, but clay within, and brali., 
"ithout and did never cal or drink anrthmi; 

S..> the km1:: \\as wroth, and cn'lcd for hi, 8 
pric,ts, a1:d said unto them, If ye tell rnc. not wlto 
th1, i, that ,lcvourcth these cxpcn".:s, ye sh.lll die 
But if re cu, ,ho11 me tlut Bel devourdh th~m, 9 
then l Janicl sh,,11 the hr he h,1th spokrn blas­
phemy .1,:ain,,t lid. ,\ n<I Dan cl said unto tht. 
king L,:1 11 be accorcling l.> th)" wo1<I. :\01\ the 10 
pnc,ts of !Id II uc thrcucorc :inc.I ten b~s.dt· 
their wives and cl11Idrc11. i\nd •he king " nt 
w,th lh111c: into the h:mplc of Bel. 

.;. ,vo r ship. ·1 he < ,r< 1.k , crl1 ( .,. 1,1/J-A11 I • t"111 tc, rc\ c.:rc , ::iJ.lly a'5 ,nt: tloc.s ., i:o<' ·r ht unp<:r~cc t tc.:.n i.C!"' in th1) 
verse dcnott.: Ii b1tu.,t :\( ti11n . 

him. R,t!hc1 thnn • it . ,ts the ( ,n ck h .. :, the m.a...t..,, t hr,uc;h ,l,,wAa,·, for wt .. h lhc ronoun , ..- ,. 1 nrutcr, 
t b e Lo rd. lhe .. manhroi.;."S h.1 11,1,,• tr·m.,1. te the; word t•;, :-,:, re rt fr tJ..e 1rU.J.,-:r1 unuon , ..... -. Ir • ..Jbou• 

3001·.c.. o ,·· ~)r\\ h:n1. '(,<)(,'. licrc, 1smth~forcgo1~,;litbr,)11110l1:i('uscd 01,, .. 1! ~"' \,n',. 
o correct. 11 hi,; <l rnUou ,lif, !., ,1c ti< ,rec~. fhcud,lUo~ ofu n t It~ th,s, th ubh m cth, r c.uc he u rrcch Cs .u: ~din,: 
to the lh.:,1l· ( ~ uih ,al1 : ,.: ,the i...JJllt•t yof1hcc,tnyl',rf' 1.nkmi.;stotallm, t lc....5tr.n~1uh,,1.1t1 

t he ,nn• b.tJJ ,fl )! it I y lOntJUC Ld ~ c lcntJry I 11.,l , I: r,, \1/1tm1,VI, l ti/, r p. 4(, 
5. idols made wit h hands J his c..

1 scnpt•on ol 1d<•1· , ,. 1 ,:, C,, ~rr \\' i,;.nc • I "on 'i: > no\ nua!:e• or 1rulpturc I 
thlng:s "' i'1,1b ,1· c.c t;),' re.: thl' work Jf 1m n' h:--,<.1 ,' in I land ~)r \\ thcr ,,,. J. tontr..ut dr 1wn ::t"ccn ·tan 
m,h .. ,;t; idoJ .. ;rnd ti ,o whu hm~t· I tl1t.• .J/,,J, , oi h~.J\.t· 1rit! t.1rth. 

all fle~h c,·c )' hurn:rn J<'III!:' ~l< I ,en.,. 1 .. 
6. The proof that J;d t"i a trr.:c, In rn:; 'Ort 1s the 1mm1.nsc- '-il.!.,nllt) ,( fontl he ts .,i !t lo c ,t J.111) 
7. L e t no o ne .•• rea~on111g. 11 1s d1ttlcult to o1.cc.Jt1n.t l11r thL· rt. c; x: .. 1.Hc <• .ind om 1h1~ \trw- The 

\.\Ords in ~. • Let no one ••• rt :i.:,c nm~,' ,,uuld 1c m 1 h:hr. :;•'M 1?;'.,' ""N .,~ ti:-c ',reek wnpnA,,.,1(11""11 $1 nJmi,.; m 
6 ~enc rally for the 1 lchr ,:?'\•,.,de 11c' u ha, s,, .. , If I'? .. ~... , < , not throell '. I ro1 .,t,ly the I\\ lex• 
rcprcM;nl ndtpcmh·nt ~lltcinpts to lr11n~J.,1e the ,lbOH' lil•hrc,,, 0 a~ _ ..... ul _,· .... ..!, . .,: n pc:cuharly Uc-bn" c--, .,rucuoo 
t he .1bsolut1.: ntimu•,c bdorc ,l lllutt: \'tr b sttcn~thc~ ..,l-! 1t. 

I swear ~1 t 1r u, l'r 1·1ahly rn t"c urlbti.11 llt..>lc""· no such \'crb \\'a criylvrcd, but the ,c.nJun I ~ ~. 
wh1ch 1mplirs a nc,._a ·1,; oath Tl 1::-. tlch11.·,, construct1un tmbhl t oily gi,·c- r .j,C 1.0 the construt.:taon an f'i a.od 11, ttu.1 

in o, tho .h in 6 c•,:,( SI'( .,,~·:J ( ,, Dan. x,. 1( I is .,!so ,mphcd. 
laughed. ~u (Q:i ind • • Q:i hc.:rc omits th,!. \ttb. 
brass 101. I<.enl t·r br,,n:c' 1;r;1ss \\JS unknown m the times whtn th, tr1ct ". written. 
eat.. u,. hits, ,l., ~. iunply c l1 ; t>'' .ulc' 'or <ltink • 

8. the o ven,cers of th~ T e mple . In ('. • .b, pncsu • l'rob.,hl)· li tr.1n<;.,1cs the lie brew fttd), (1 htcr.dly 
these expen!>CS. llc11er • th1 ou1l.1y , ,. , the thmi:s on wh: h money >ias been cxp<cndcd. 1 he Hebrew word 

rhus rt:ndcred is 1..._rhap, the Lite .,x~,~ sec F.u.1 "· .;, ~). ,r, stems 10 1rans1.:i1c frLcl)', 
9. (U ye .. them .. J'hc ,,, ',r kt. :t, 111 tlu .. tr.,u 1.1sh1u ,.u..: .t.ult..,l l,c,:-, .. t~1. i •• plat,! ·, thl 1. ,ro.:k <i. 

~,re necessary fr-.r the sr-n~c~ 
Let it be t hu~. ,\:c. v 1tScribes mol<' "ords rn IJ,1nicl than n. 
for he hath spo ken b laspht m.)' ngarn~t Bel. 11 .,nJ ::"~-r \\. ~1,c t,ht" rt.u••on, ('i df.X:;. not. 

10. \\'i1h rhe ",cnl)' prn:st, of Hel cf tl,e four hundred of Un;il ,n l Kmgs .-·111. 22. 
cbildrco e "'·u~1 &lv, • httlt! children'. _ ~ ... . ... _ 1 t he idol t e mple c;rcck ,;a.,X,ov, as tn I Esdras 11. 9; 1 Mace.,. 47: I Cur. \'111._10. O has. t~c house 

(.,-i ., ottt,,Jf), i.c • l~mplc • {'.',<e I l\'.tnl(S, 1. 1 ; : t-:..n~ '1\ 1 31 • 1.11 lk I·. h l::t pro11.1..1lL· tnat u tulluw, ~he u.11,:1n l(c., 

(n:;::i). 
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, 1 Then the food was laid out in the presence or 

the king and of Daniel, and mixed wine was 
1 a brought on and set out for Bel. And Daniel 

said, Thou thyself seest that these thing~ are in 
13 thl:ir places, 0 king. Do thou therefore seal the 

bolts of the temple, when it is shut. And the 
utterance pleased the king. 

14 Then D.111id ordered those with him to put 
out of the temple all /the rest) and to besprinkk 
the tern pk with wood ashes, none of them outsidc 
the same knowin~ (it) And then he shut the 
temple and gave 01dcrs to have it scaled \\ith the 
king\ signet ring and with the signet rings of 
certain priests of high rank: and this was done. 

15 Ami it came to pass on the morrow that they 
c;1me back to the place, but the priests had, in 
the mcantirm;, 1:ntued through ~ccrct doors and 
dl"\.-oured all that had been placed before Bel 

16 ":Ind drunk up the wine. Then Daniel said, 0 
priests, look at rour seals, whether they remain 
(intact); and do thou, 0 king, mark well" hcther 
anything has happened of which thou dis­
approv1;st. 

17 And they founJ (the statL of things) as it was 

~) 

So Bel's priest~ said, Lo, we will get us out : 1, 
but thou, 0 king, set on the meat, and mingle 
the wine a11d set it forth, and shut the door fast, 
and seal it with thine own signet ; and when thou , 2 

comest 111 the morning, if thou find not that Bel 
hath eaten up all, ,1 c will ~uffcr death: or else 
Daniel, tliat ,pcakcth falsely against Ub. And I J 
they little regarded it: for under the table they 
had made a privy entrance, whereby they entered 
in continually and consumed those things. 

And it came to pass. when they were gone 1 ,1 

forth, the king set the meat before Bel. Now 
Daniel had commanded his servants to bring 
ashes, and they strewed all the temple ,,,11/1 !Item 
in the presence of the king alone: then went they 
out, and shut thc door, and scaled it with the 
king's signet, and so departed. Now in the night 15 
came the priests with their wives and children, as 
they were wont to do, and <lid cat and drink up 
all. In the morning bctirne the king arose, and 16 
Daniel with him. 

.\nd the king said, Daniel, arc the scab whole? 17 

11 17, The~e ,cr~t.:• difli.r m ~ anti a con,i,ltr.,bly. Ho,1 can we ,,ccount for 1hi, if both the Creek 1crsions were 
rnndc.. from one Hebrew original: 

11. the food, lit. • thin~s eaten •. 
mixed wine. \\'h;it is meant is probably that the wine w.,s mi,ed with certain aromatic spices which gave it 

a more pungent flavour. !)cc ha .. v. 2-z: P~. ,., i. z.. Thi~ is :iccording to common Oriental custom; many, howe\·er, 
think th .. t the allusion is to tht: (;red, and Roman pratucc nf dolutin;; "ine by water. Sec Isa. i. 22. 

signtt, i.e. t1d«n·Ai4:>1 'finger-nng !lignct '. o~ c\mtT"t.'.XCA>, 'finger'. 
13. bolts. The Greek word (•••illa,) one""' prnnarily 'keys '; then, as here, •bolts', 'locks'. 

they entered m, S.c. Cf. 1 K mgs n,i,. 25, • put no fire under.' Such deceptions were, a, cording to Chrysostom, 
,:ommon in h~athen t<:mples (/10111. 111 l"~hHlll d Jlclic11111, Opp. (llcn. ed.), ,·ol. i,, p. 880. S)r \\ adds to,,. tJ in 8, 
'and earned aw:\y what remained.' 

14. besprinkle. I!, KllrnUTqu.,,, a lleuraosm (O't:11; u• and Syr H"'II ••T•"?"·""• 'the)' shook throui;h a sie\'e' (e• 
,..,,Tiawr,w, 4 they :.hook 'J, imply ms \OJ*~ (- ~:l~1!1)-this yitlds no !lense. Read. withe 34 49 ,r.uTiaTpv,aa)I, representing 
the liebr.1'11"\ whi,n migh1 ca5ily luve bl:cn mi~read as ci1her of the above 11.:brc" words. 

temple. The Greek word """' 1s used on ~ .,nd ).".T for 1he temple building proper in distinction from the 
tempi<: and 11s enclosures (lf/"lv). 

wood ashes. 1 he word inrnM, in 6 denotes specially wood ashes. T<<ppa is the word used in e. See 
fobit vi. 17, ,·iii. zz. 

sealed. (i atf,pn')'•ua,.wor. Read •X«ua,: the scaling followed the shutung. The Hcbr. verb OJJI? (' shut ') 
,.;ould e.isily be rt,1d Dl),;s ('seal'/· \\ e ha,e in lhis confusion, JS well a., on that in the \'erbs noticed abo,c, strong 
._, idence "' a Hcl,.ew (not an Aramaic) original. The temple door was scaled, accordoni: to 0, with the signet ring 
of ohe kin,.. S)r \\ add,,' ,md with IJ,1mel's si,:ne, rini;'; l!:i adds, • and with the signu rmi: o[ certain priests of 
high rank' \sec l>an. vi. 171. 

:.et the meat before Bel ltlJ. S)r \\ + • and filled 1hc ,c~oels 11 ith 11 mi: a"ordm6 10 the custom· , probably 
this ,hould be added. 

I 5. \' erse I 5 h in 11:i corresponds to t•. 1 5 in o, 15" answering to 16 in 0. 
it came to pass •.. that. '\otc the Hebraism. In good<.,reek, as in English, the u,,ual expression would be, 

'On the morrow 1hey came back.' e avoids the Hebraism. 
secret doors. + ... ooO,piawv, Ji,.' false door,,'. !:,ee v. 21. 

16 foll. In o It 1s the l"ng who takes the 1no11a1ive- rises early, a,,ks about 1he seals. In 11:i 11 is Daniel tltal speak., 
the I' ,,,ts (not 11,,niei/ lesting the seals. 

1(;, remain. The C1cck wurd \puu1-u,v) perhaps to be understood ,1bsolutely 'remain 1, tluy wtre', the Hehr. 
fur wh1d1 wPuld prnb;,bly be 1i 91t; but it is most likely that the original .Hebr. word wa,, l'::~~'. (are intact, literally 
• complete 'J, misread as above. e (ur;,,, in v. 17)[avours this. 

1;. ·1 l11s ,cr,c in l!i h.,. been \'ariou.Iy rendered: • they found that the seal had lasted' (lit. 'wns 'J, and 'they 
iountl how the ~t.:.11 really wa.s. '. But we should h.1ve expected 'seals '-the plural-as in r·. 16, and a~ in 0, v. I 7. 
frimchc is probably right, therefore, in regarding(~) uq,poyir as an interpolation. In the scrnnd pan of the v~= 
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e:, ll; 
(the day hefore); so t\1c-y wst :11111y the s<'al·. 

18 B ut on opcnini; the door they saw that \\lt.1t had 
bccn !;Ct out for Bel h.1d been co,,-ume<l and that 
the tables we-re empt)". The king accordmglr 
rejoiced. and said lo I J;iniel. <.re.it is Hcl, and 

19 I\ ith him is no deception And l>ar•id L111Rhcd 
heartily ,ind said to the k111g, Com, ,cc the 
deception of the priests. Then I Jamd 1d, O 
king, whose footp1 ints :ire the.~~' 

20 And the king , aid I J'ho,cJ of men, \\Omen, 
2 1 and children. Then he went to the house in 

which the priests re,idcd, aPd found lid's food 
together with the \\inc. An<l Uanid sl1e1\1 < d 
the king the secret door, thruugh \\ hicl1 the 
piiest~ entered for the purpo,c of con,um111g 

:i 11 hat had been set before Bel. 1 he king there­
fore led them out of lkl s tt;mplc and cklivcrctl 
them llp to l>,mid: and wh;it Jud been pr, videtl 
by purchase for him he ~~a,·c to I >anicl, liut Bel 
he destroyed. 

() 

And he said, Yea, 0 kin thc-v Le ,\hvlc. J\nd 1R 
as scx,n a! he had ope ,, ·d tt door, the king 
looked upon tin: tabl,•, and cncd w,th n loud 
\'Oice, Gre.1t art thou, 0 Bel, and "ith thee is no 
deceit at all. Then laughed )Janie!, and held 19 
the king lhal he shcould not go in, and s.1id, 
Behold no" the p;wcmcnt, anti m,uk \\ell \\hO!IC 
r,10tstq1s arc t hl'•r 

And the king said, I ,;ct• the foot tep~ of men 20 

women, and children t\ nd then the k ir h I\ s 2 1 

ani::rr ,ind took the piiL~ts with their w1\·cs and 
children, "ho showl·d lurn the privy doo1 , \\ hc•e 
the> c,1mc in, and con•unwd such things ,s "ere 
upon the t~bk•. ThtrLfore the km~ ,!c11 ti; rn, lJ 

.rnd deli\'Crc.d lk1 into l.Jtme!\ po11cr, \\ho ovc• 
th1cw him and his lei 1pll. 

TIit l)R.\!,O'.'. SfOR\', :,:•, 13 ~r. 

Ir. 8, (-1 

23 Now tht·rc was a c.lr;tgnn i1t the sanw pl,1c<·, 
2 1 and the Habyloni.m, wo1shippctl (il/. And tht• 

And in tlut s.tmc placr there wa a •:re. t 23 
dr:1~01•, \\ h:ch thq of Bab} !011 "or h1111icd 

we are: to 1cad 'H·;lls' (plur .. 1). Tr,tn• 1.ltl' 1hc11 as .dJlH e. ~yr 11 :-.. t\ 'th.Lr the sc d rf'm:untd • re.: ding ~rha,;, 
C:..,· ;p.tli('' 

A nd the k ing. So o• S)·r\\ hit. chc. l,ut 11• ',11c t) om.,; .1ut1>.1 'c 
18. ;-- ote the double H ,·br.<1 ,m 1Hlh "' ch fl I"·~ ns • 11! th ,ui:h (; has the rci:ula cl ;; « ns•n. l on, rh, 

~ugge ib that O correct.), {i lro111 the llc',rc\\' ort,.)nal !',l'C ln1 r.od. fl, z ( t) .• 
door. t,rc<·k ha; 'duurs\ plurJ.I, a litu.il nml<r111 ~ of the llt:1,r. c·;:,:,,, ~ l\\ lea\(~ doc,- i,· r sue doer 

scelf.J>.J:.i\· 700 1
1. Ano:licr<on1unut1onof 1lfcb11..w,niHM1 \runuc 01bn I. ~)r\\"ha lhc .,.:ular t1r,, 

a~ h;\5 o in 1..J, 
t ables. So (i ~ (I · tabk· ·• \lh:r the l.,t.tcr \\Or< u ncc<ls, and f.eems to ~.l\C h 1d, \\ords ~ mil .,. to 1( nor 

tdentlCJI "ilh those in ILJ. Pro1 ,1,1) \\C ... hon Id re ~tore ... ccc.>:-dmi; ''? ~) r \\, wJ.1c.h Jsua ) f, \\.S. 6 c r'y 1(t('r 

'door 'J 'the kmi look in• u1, .he t.lhk .,nd •t <mg th ,1 wh.11 h,,d bee, I for l•d h ,I been t n u. d, en~ I 
out,' 8.c. 

w ith t hee is uo deceit at ,,II. l h, , ,1, "'c of . 1 I• , .c'c al 1r.1ns ,1 • n of, llcl,ra 111 h..,n, fr .n 
[i : l 1ht:rc i:, no dcu:ption • • Jl uuc , T\ii:,,( .. ~ , , • ;,,:"'I~ ~·s. l • Pre\ ~1\: J 

19. That Danlr l l;n;;._;hc<t /1 ,n •• , 1a(j,,,, n 1 ,t itcd 111 l".i not l'l n. lt nprc!tc::nts prohah) th~ Hel,rrw a.. lulc 
i11fin1tilc. On the other Ji.me. th.,t I >an; .. l:ctrl .ti: the k.: . ., fin ,11k1rg n .,ppc.irs m ll, ot m Ct 

s.ee t he deception or the pru,~t,. 1,cfcrnni; pr ,l,., ,ly 10 1hc kmi;', ,, dam,111on l Iii 'tncrc 1s no d«cpuon 
tn him I Ud . lli'!J pr1c ,!:, dt. "C:l\C 1f /,, dots not, ,,nd 1mku.l .-mnq 

a nd said. u• '>)'r \\ l.':i, >• •' 
wh ose. o· om. ru·ut : tt!ndcr th<.:n,' trnG out these footp11nts. h m:~. u•, fi , S) r \\ , rhc sense re1.1uut' 1t 

::o. The OpW (' I ::,t;c') ofo tran!,latt~ p1ub~t1>l) the llcbr. ii:~. lt 1s not rtpttstnh:d m ri 
ZI B .ind Syr \\ onlll the word, 111 l!:i ,n the bt gmninl; <1f 1•. :1, 1'ut thty .uc nccouary for the •cnsc .ind lhot.ld 

prob,1.hl)· be rt:.:,t(lrt·tl. \·t.·1~,· ::1 m ,1 \\ottld m tii ,t, ,1!0ot; u..ul ' ·1 hcu tht: kl1,.., be: 111111._ r,. "t:lll I•'! I 
in which the driest~ resided, and !ound lid's fo:>'1 101:011,cr w11h t~c wmc. lie thereupon ~ucd the pncsts and 
their Wl\CS .an children, so th,1t 1~m) they ~hO\\td, '-\c. 

found. ::,yr H "Po• ( ' they fo~nd '), 
secret doors. In i!i the doors .ir~ l,1 • fal-c doors' (tna..0,1,in); sec on:•, 15. In 1> 1hc doors arc litcrall) 

hidden ' ( •p"11T••• ). • 
22 Bel's temple. ro u~1',a, ... • 1h~ temple of lit!' l'nly here; bu1 cf. Iht'""': !>et the rcfcrcn~c ,n ~ mzsdie. , 

delive red them (Gt. "'1 .:,,l)"lo the ku1"" ,lc..:hH:nc.1 up th~ 1r11:.!Jb tn 1,:1.mc:l. 11 nod~,,.\\ MY l~ 1,;,,dn'- cc:, 
up Del. !:>)r \ \ .\tab .• u .. in:-1.ttill.: the l ,n:t·~ ;-.A1,r11t- 111 1 t ,,!'> • J;1lt 't unJcr • ~:\~l' J:d nf a l!llt cu IJ.,nkl • fi adds 
that what had been expended on lid {the rc>1due) \\lb ~loo dct,.c,td up to n .. niel. 

destroyed, lit. 'o,·cnhrc" '(<ar«7Tp••jm ). . , 
ZJ. dragon, or, ,erpcnl '. !'Ice Introduction,§ 2, :. O S)'r \\' ha\c.: 'g,eat dragon; 

in the so.me pince. u• oin.
1 
rt ldiog !.111\pl)', • nnd there \\a.$ .i great drt1,;on. •• ,,.. ro:r• tt• • ,. oL1'w nit 

TOfl'6t O m 11. 

worshipped. !:;e<' on,·. 4. 
it. e SyrH Syr\\; > G. 
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e:; 87 
king said to Daniel, Thou wilt not, will thou, say 
of this also t h:it it is bronze? Lo, he liveth, 
catcth, and drinketh: do homage to him. 

26 But Daniel said, Give me the power and I will 
destroy the dra({on without sword or staff. So 
the king conceded this tO him, and said, It is 

•i ~ranted thee. Then Daniel took thirty minas of 
pitch, fat, and hair, and boiled them together, 
and made.: a cake (out of them) and threw (it) 
into tlw dragon's mouth; and afkr it had eaten 
(the cake) it burst asunder. i\nd he showed it 
to the king, saying. Is it not the case that ye 
wor~hip these (fragments)? 

z8 Then th<:rc assembled against the king all the 
inhabitants of the country, and thcr said, The 
kin,; has become a Jew; Bel he has overthrown 
and ~lain the dragon. 

3:> .. \ud when the king saw that the mob from 
the country was gathered against him he called 
his companions and said, I give (up) Daniel to 
be destrnyed. 

31 Now there was a den in which seven lions 
were kept to which those who plotted against the 
king used to be delivered up, two bodies of 

(:,) 

And the king said unto Daniel, \Vilt thou also , 4 
say that this is of brass? lo, he liveth, and cateth 
and drinketh: thou canst not say that he is no 
living God : therefore worship him. Then said 25 
Daniel, I will worship the Lord my God: for he 
is a living God. 

But give me leave, 0 king, and I shall slay 26 
this dragon without sword or staff. The king 
said, I ~ive thee leave. Then Daniel took pitch, 27 
and fat, and hair, and did ,;eethe them togethe1·, 
and made lumps thereof: this he put in the 
dragon's mouth, so the dragon did cat and burst 
in sunder: and Daniel said, Lo, the,-e arc the gods 
ye worship. 

\\'hen they of Babylon heard that, they took 2R 
great indignation, and conspired again~t the king, 
saying, The king is become a Jew, and he hath 
pulled down Bel, and slain 1.hc drngon, and pul 
the priest,; to the s\\ ord So they came to the 29 
king, and said, Deli\·er us Daniel, or else we will 
destroy th.:e and thine house. Now when the 30 
king saw that they pressed him sore bciug con­
strained, the king delivered Danie:! unto them · 
who cast him into the lions' den: where he was 3 1 
six days. And in the den there wer.: seven lions. 32 
and they had given th<'m every clay two carcases, 

:4 Daniel. -+ UFJ ,i;o, TOl'Tf.U' .. , 1ur CfTl xuAKovr fOTUI. ,4'ou ,,, Kut {{181n l((IC r.cu, (this IS Lr.ans1atcd in the R.V. (e) abo\'e : 
ft• (SWCtC1 tnd \'u)g. Offi.) ~! "LrogA· ..... µ'1 <tf, •• ~a:\;c, (O'Tli' eaov,. • .<m 1Tflt(f ~. 

bra~s (H/. !;cc v. 7, and render' bronze'. 
do homage. J'hc same ,crb (,rl"'"""''"') occurs in,,. 4. It is the one used in(; to translale the Htbr. m!}l;I;:,;,, 

It represents,;:, in the Ar,1m,lic parts or Daniel. · 
z;. \"crsc s5 of O h.,s no counterpart in IG. See Dcut. ,·,. 13; )tall. i,. 10; and cf. Dan., i. 20, 26; t Thcss. ii. g,. 
:6. power 11!:iJ: leave \tll. The (;reek word (t'fo•.,-i,,) denotes dclcg.ltcd au1horit)', 

sword. The word in 6 denotes stnc1ly iron ; then an iron weapon. [i uses it in Job, •. ~o for :i1ry (sword). 
Cf. a simil.ir use of the Lat.fan1111. o has µ,itmµa, 

~7. thirty minas. The weight 1s not gi,en m e. The mina (Greek I'""• Hcbr. ;,:o) 1s a Babylonian weight 
aco1,tcd after the e.,ile by the Heb,cws. The he,ny mina weighed t·636 lh. ,,voir., th~ 'tight mina half this. !;cc 
I \!J. C. XI\' z4. 

together. /rri n~ utr·,i - the Hehr. '11?=· :-:ec Exod. x.xvi. 9. 
a cake (It.). i,,i( .. usually = 'a barley-c.1kc'; c f. ''l'ror, • a wheaten cake'. e Syr H have the plur:11. Syr \\" ha.s 

,t transliterated form nf the Creek atf,aipn> (cf.' sphere'), i.e.' round things·, • balls •,' pills'. The R.V. renders' lumps'. 
followin~ the \"ulh, 111,,ss,zs. 

dragon's mouth. 'and the dragon swallowed them' (to complete the sense) ::iyr W. Perhaps it is original 
;uH ~lmuld be restored. 

and after ••• asunder. + 'so 1hat it died• Syr\\. 
these tfragments1. In [i Toiri, has a touch or iro11y, 'these bits! • The words in o should be rendered, 'sec 

what thinb~ ye wlirship • • (lit. 'Sec the objects of your worship·, uf,3•iO'p..nT'u). Sec ,\cts :\\'ii. 23. 0\ for ,3tTf in (i-1
\ 

hil~ ,d ,U a,,. 
: foll. differ much ,n 15 ,,nd o. Verse z9 of e is wboll}' lacking in e:;, 
zK against the kimg. i!i reads' against lJaniel' (Tuw ~u,,,i~). but the sense requires To, ;J»u.>.iu as in e. 

a Jew. r.tp, TOl• ~uc1'Att.h A,r1t•t1, c.u· ')''')'ai.·o lo,,bn,o, Syr l ft11i. {.;rotius otnits the article before 1i,vr1Atl'r, and 
tr:insl..1tc:-i. 0 1 ~ a Jew has become a kini!,' ,,:hich is a~:ainst the context. 

has overthrown. The ,erb used in, .. z2, often rendered• destroy'. e• has a different "erb he.re (Kan""""'" -
pulled down'). llu1 O' reads a, ir, (,,,nu,p,,j, .. J. 
-\•, Lackini; in l!'i. 
1<>. This \Cr~c b fuller th,m the t:orrcs.poncling \'Crsc of a, the latter gi\· ing: wh.u appears to be :a kind of summi'lrJ. 
Verse• 31 foll. in i!i correspond in mailer ton•. 32 and 31 in e. 
31, 3z. den. The c.;tcek wurd Awc,cu.- lc.f. the English' l.ikc ·1- a watc:r-pond, a reservoir, then n pit or dun&con . 

• ,s in !Jan. \'i, S .i.e., where it tro1nslatc,, the Hehr. and Aram. :». Lions were kept in such places for the cha,c. Sec 
J:evan on Dan. yi. l ritzsche hold> that the den ,n. Dan. vi. 8, &c., is a mere cistern, whereas hen: it i, a prope, 
"1var1um 1n10 which people looked from abo,c. Uut m rti;ard to Dan. ,i. 8, &c., he is hardly right. 
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q::; H; 
pr rson,i condtmned to death b<·ini; providrd for 

32 them daily (a~ food). So the cro,,d~ cast Daniel 
into that den that he might be devoured and 
find nu bun,11. And Daniel wa; in the lions' 

33 den s ix days. :-lo\\ it happened on thl· sixth 
day that Habakk uk had wheaten loaves crumbltd 
in a. bowl, cookt:d, and an ea,th,·n jar of mixed 
wine, and that he was proct·cdmg uno the ticld 

31 to the reapers. Then the angel of the Lord 
spake to l-labakkuk, s.1ying, Thus sars the Lord 
God to thu, Th .. dinner \\ hich thou holdcst, 
t .1k~ it a" ilY t o lhnicl l..o the lion:;' ckn i 11 

Babylon. 
3:; B ut H abakkuk said, 0 Lord Goel, I ha,c not 

,een Babylon and the den I do not know where 
36 (it) 1s. Then th,· an~cl of the I.,,,d bid hold of 

H abakkuk by the hai r of his hud and ~q him 
:li over the ckn in Hahylon ,\ml I l,1b.1J..lrnk faid 

to D ,rnid, . \rise, .inti e 1t tlw dinnt•r \\ hich th<: 
:is L ord (;od has sent the~. Then ~aid D;micl, I 

(\'ca), for the Lord God 11ho for~akcs not those I 
\\ ho lo\'c 1-1 im has rune•nbcrcd me. 

30 So D aniel ate; and the an~cl ,,f the Lord set 
H abakkuk down (in the place) \\hULcc he had 

(•) 

and t\\o ~hccp : which then \,err not (:1\'cn tv 
them, to t hr. intent that they micht devour 
D:rnicl. 

\ J\\ thnc was in Je.Hy the prophet Habak- JJ 
kd- who had made pottage, and had broken 
brrad 111to a bowl, arnl v.as gomi: into the field, 
{,,r .r being 11 to the reaper,. Jlut the angel of 3f 
th1 I <>r.J s.1id unto llab.,kkuk, t,o carry the 
dinntr that thou l1.1st into Bab> Ion unto l).;uuc:I, 
in thc lior•, d<:n. 

,\nrl 11.dnkkuk s.1id, Lord, T never :iw Haby· 3; 
Ion, neitht·r do T know wlicrc the den 1s. Then JI; 
tlw angel of thl' Lord took him by the crown, 
and hftt.:d him up by the hair of his hc.,d, and 
with the blast , f hi, L,rc.,th t h1m in B.,•,rlon 
ovu the den. ,\nt' ll.1b.1kkuk cried !.-1) 111::. 0 37 
I J.rnit•I, ll.111iel. take the d11111<:r winch Cod hath 
n•nt thtt• .\nd Daniel s.iid, Thou ha•t remcm- 3H 
hued ml', f J C,od. neither hast th,)U fors.ikcn 
them th,1t lo,·<. thee 

~o 1>.111iel .1 .. ,sc ~i,d d .l cat· and the ,rngc' of JI> 
t ,od set l l.1b,1kk11k 111 Ins o\\ n ,,lice a-,A1111111mc· 

two1 b odies. rtwJJ.11'11: 110! ntr-1 c,5, r•iy lht: ~otlit..., ,,f dL·1.d lllr nns. Jr ho<. rs (\f 11'1..n~ or dead pt"rv-ns 
pcr\on.."', lium.•n bcini.,s. Jlcic n cr111ur_il, <. >rCunn .... d to Ct 1th. In (,<n. xxn 616 John x. c. kt\. •.0111. 15 
,lnd J 'Ol)·b. xii. 16. -,, ,n:,µ.11 r, ., ,).~\ t:. • T,\o c;uc.ascs ', H \ ot o, hrn.M OC • 1"0 hu .,n l,nlic1 • < ~ t""'.-o J)C'"' :: ~ 
'1 he addiuon III H :ind ~)r \\' to 1•. ,, (li ,1), • \\h1ch ti ,n,' & , w su;;,.e>tHl Icy 1/ 111. I J-

3::. the crowds IC. . > O" ::.)r I\ in •. 31 
tha t h e utig hl be devoured. l l1c rca<on rs n•,. n in ,'i unh I I, .• me ~:n:s Jrcadc~ re. n b r .ll 1 .1. dire 

c.il,nnit)', nu <.lout,t for su :1crstit1ous n."3!-on .• ~cc Lt:":'tlUI)' H1b!c ,~ 1'.s.t'··~ l:1r:x;x, 1 
six day s. ll.\nid \\c1S m thl.: du1 ·~ (!.\,5 (so YI,: 3~. 0,. Jl •• \Lcrrc.lm~ to•' 1J 16 It "' t n tl>• 11\.th 

d.1y that l>anicl " s 1111r.1Culously frd. 11, , • 40, s ) he " "dchu reel >~ the cHnth da), 
33 39. The mir.1culllUS m11ck1111n \\h1ch th, prophet 11,,';,,kk I; pl.t)• o l"''Illlllcnt, p.1r1 has n ,u.il c ·~neuon 

with the rcs.t of thl· n.urati,c •. rnd is cert.uni)' 1 l.n.:: mh:qH,l,H1on 11 c k, (•nd ~ lo:--,ci to ,,n •'l:ie "hen he hcr---x 
of tile pastt such .l"i Uanid, I1;11J,1kl11k, 'Hfl' ht·n,1111'1...- mou .1ntl •u< re 1deahzcd 

1 
33. ~ .1lonc ,.;1,cs the t11ne the sixth il.1)' .,nd otl o the c.lr•hrn _!,U ntl thL· xc,1 " :o. nr• on , . Ir! cf-. 1 1 c 

in Judaca (R. V. •Jewry') ,s gl\cn h) t 1 .ind !>yr\\ on,y. • • .1n,t S) r \\ jlL 11. 01 11 ,h.•i.i.uk Jht pro•ihct , 1101 ><> G 
The ( •rttk hnm of th\: n:i.nu 1 '\p 1"~0, ,-., i5 du<· to tlu l h.1n1,,• o( 1

1 c iint ._1( t\\ > '"\' ft r CUf hony 1 1 ' for I l, 
1 

.J."" 

tht. d1s~imit tion of the nn,11 • t.. •to' m '. !-ii· l~umb,, J. "4.-:) and 47 ;. 

34. theangeJ, .. \,., l'l1cdt.ti1at• 1rt1cl(·tbh't)'p.L'..i:cli,tho· 11t, ,1 .cntfromthct.,c k fi.,n~o Jt1sre .. lly 

a Hebra,;,n, cf ;i•;i· 1i-::i-, the arti-:lc m a •nn,truc nm,- • .. in,. unn1.:ccss.ll') m lit 'C", JI 1 \\c' "c. 
Introduction,§ 4 'J 4· ,. 

The d inner l ht.• Grt:ck ci,,unu1 drnctcs rc.rL· c111r r :,ly the '!"J.\.I I) h .. :ncr tha- tl't m mng: JT'I<" 11 ! rie.1kf : 1 

hutit isnotn1,;cc ~utl)'l!lthcr. ~ct::;u 11Hi.\,& 1~,,\itrl'thi.:H.\.rC'ndt 11, n wt'(I 'th =1cru:-c.: 
5. den . :\ftc :\u«.<tu.o 1n t••, _,,. at.?<l, Tw.- ~,,.,,c,H·. c-f. •. 34 f\!°i .. nd ti. 
is. o•; > u•. !,o I{,\'. ~) r \\ h. ~ · .ina thc de•· 1 d.i 111 t I.now', 

3(,. The \ Crb (r.,>..,,µ.1(u,JfHJI t,\kts :1ftcr 1! two gt11it .. es m bc,th H~r51t.•r. , .in unus1 .11 •t not unpr cc :ntcd con• 
,trucunn. \ccordi '•' to l!'.i the ,rn~el Lud h,ld c,f 1h':' 11 1r ,,! the i,r, pl1d • hc.td 11 s.,y II '' of the aowo (, ~L</>~J 
nt hi:-:. head th,1t th< an,<-· l.ud hold, ti,, ug:h Ju.• \\as hftt:<1 ~p Ly l11s}1,\ir 

tlle angel of the ·Lord. ll" omU'i h.l1,, .... : the irt1l'.1_ lilfort• •n•).o\· "!Jpport this. ~. en: 14 
with the blast of h i11 breath. (Jnl)· m 11, l{c idcr '"uh the ,,.,ftn< .. ol "'"d ', "' 'mi: a,~.,. (dmoi:r:aph). 

~·r- \\' ;ind \lulr., ... h :t,1 /,,1· ·.·•)du; 111_1 h1,,1 tl.t 11,., ""i'H • •• _\, •• "' I"' f.1'11~ r• 1} >&.t 
r}rcc of llis •piril •,, l),,ua)' ,e~ion. ',tc ]Jan. •x.,:,; 1 .... \Ill, 3. In ore I0513nt lla1 1kkuk IS transferred from 
P,llcsunc tl"• Hab)'Jr,n, and 1n .rnotJu..:r lie 1s br uc:ht i..':,ck 

37. Haba kkuk S) r \\'. ',\l'-1<""'.'I' l!'.i o (sec on , , , 33) •.,,.,i;.,0,1 o~. ,}• omi11 'Ap'1<J,oi,., readm, 'and 

he cncd out •. h b • bou • 
Arise rm d . ,....,a,J,, S.:c.,., Hebraism, 1hou1,h found m :Sy, \\ t (. Cl\" fol ""cd by .inot rr ,er - ..,t .i t , 

Ssc Jn1rod §§ 4 I 4, ant.l d. Ccn1u1> Bible, 1:.-m, ,\'dumi,d,, I· <tltrr, p. 145· 
.3,8. In 6 l).inicl ;pr· ,k uf (,od ,n the 3rd person; Ill lJ h: .1ddrcsscs C.od. . • 

who forsak es. n ot. t)'iraT1JA.t,rcaw (i: •\KnTtAus,.~ t:J. c)'•uT,1\111"11111., ~)r II. Syr\\ gl\~S Jrd person as 6. 
39. '\;ote the He ,,,m in ti . .;..,.,u, ; so !:>yr,\\', , ~u ~n ''· 17 6 ). . , , 

the a.oge l of the Lord. o changes' J.,.,d 10 •;_o<! • !:>yr\\ has simply an .ioi;e 
in his owo place t0). ror ,i, t11•1. O" rend• .... 
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6 87 
taken him on the snme day. But the Lord Goel 

40 remembered Daniel. (Then) the king after these 
things went forth bewailing Daniel ; and as he 
stooped to pry into the den he saw him sitting 

4 r (there). So the king cried out and ~aid, Great 
is: the Lord God, :'Ind there i~ no other (god) 

4 2 besides Him. And the king led Daniel out of 
the den, and those who would have brought 
about his destruction he cast into the den in the 
presence of Daniel, and they were devoured. 

0 
diately. Upon the seventh day the king came to 40 
bewail Daniel and when he came to the den, he 
looked in, and, behold, Daniel was sitting. Then 4 r 
cried the king with a loud voice, saying, Great 
art thou, 0 Lord, thou God of Daniel, and there 
is none other beside thee. And he drew him out, ~2 

and cast tho~ that were the cause of his dcstruc· 
t1on into the den : and they were devoured in 
a moment before his face. 

on the same day (Tp «VT/I ~µ•1".' (;I; immediately '""l"'.\1'~1'" ti/: 'in that hour'=' immet\i~tdy • !'i)'r \\". The 
bracketed words in the rendering of eli abo,·e occur in S)·r\\', which usuall)' follow< e:i. 

But the Lord God remembered Daniel. This last clause rn O rs absent from o. 
40, after these things in 6 corresponds to 'on the se\'enth day' in a. 
41. In e:i the king Sl)eaks or <,od rn the 1h1rd person; in a he addrt;SSCs Cod. See on , •. 38. Syr\\ omits last 

clnusc or ,·crsc (' there is no other' I 
the kiog (o 0 ). e,• om. ~ ,Sou,A,"<· 
and there is none other beside thee. > ••1 ••·• '""" r.A~u ao,• u>.>.or e• . In l".i (followed by S)'r H) these 

,,:ords Jfe nppcndcd: ~11Jo'111A ,en,..., rnlr ,; in o• 60,..,'7).: ln 0' n).ns- ~"'· rrpo</,r,,ot. 
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