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Entire Sanctification

Bible Readings on Holiness


Entire Sanctification

Have you been attending the holiness meeting?

OPPOSER: I don’t believe in holiness.

ANSWER: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).

OPPOSER: I don’t believe in calling it a holiness meeting.

ANSWER: “And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness” (Isa. 35:8). “And they shall call them, The holy people” (Isa. 62:12).

OPPOSER: I don’t believe we can be holy.

ANSWER: “Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16).

OPPOSER: But that means after death.

ANSWER: Will you believe God on oath? “The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:73-75). Not after death.

OPPOSER: Well, of course everybody believes in holiness; but I don’t believe in sanctification.

ANSWER: “Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood [not by death], suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13:12, 13). The reproach is what you don’t like. “This is the will of God, even your sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:3).

OPPOSER: But I got sanctified when I was converted.

ANSWER: The disciples of our Lord were not sanctified in conversion. Read the seventeenth chapter of John, verses six to sixteen. Here Jesus prays to God the Father, and gives a thorough description of the people for whom He prays. He says He has given them the Father’s words, and that they have received them and kept them. They “have known surely that I came out from thee. … I pray not for the world [sinners], but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine [already God’s own].… I am glorified in them [they are now glorifying God by their lives].… I kept them in thy name.… None of them [except Judas] is lost.” Surely, then, they are saved men.

The world hates them because they are not of the world, even as Jesus is not of the world; and yet, in this state, they are not sanctified, for Jesus in the next verse cries, “Sanctify them.”

Paul, writing to the Thessalonian church, tells them that they are “in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 1:1); they have turned from idols to serve the true and living God (1 Thess. 1:9); they are not backslidden (1 Thess. 3:5, 6). Now he prays for them night and day exceedingly, that they may be perfect in faith to the end that their hearts may be established m holiness (1 Thess. 3:10-13). He tells them God wills that they be sanctified (1 Thess. 4:3), and closes the book by praying for God to sanctify them (1 Thess. 5:23, 24). Sanctify whom? These men who are serving the true God, and are in God the Father. Reader, are you in God the Father? If so, then pray that God may sanctify you.

OPPOSER: But I expect to grow into sanctification.

ANSWER: Paul was commissioned to preach sanctification by faith, not by growth. “Rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness … To open their eyes, and to turn them from… the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith” (Acts 26:16, 18).

Notice, “sanctified by faith.” Now, whatever comes by faith is instantaneous, and may be had now; also, there is not one verse in all the Bible that teaches that we are sanctified by growth. But to the contrary, Paul says, “He that sanctifieth” (Heb. 2:11). “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ” (Heb. 10:10). “The blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified” (Heb. 10:29). “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify … it” (Eph. 5:25, 26).

Jude writes to them that are sanctified by God the Father (Jude 1). Peter says, “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit” (1 Peter 1:2).

Paul again says, “That the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15:16).

Notice one thing: every time any of the apostles speak of people being sanctified, it is never by growth but always by the power of God; and the act is always charged to the Father, the blood of the Son, or to the Spirit, and never to growth, death, the grave, or to the resurrection. Now if it were possible to be sanctified by any of these means, it would leave God out of the question and rob Him of all the glory and steal the honor from the Son. Jesus speaks of this case in John 10:7, 8, where He says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers.” Now, I have no disposition to steal the honor from the Blood, or rob the Son of any of His glory; but I want to join the blood-washed throng arrayed in white robes, who have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

OPPOSER: What do you mean by sanctification?

ANSWER: We will give you the definition of the unabridged dictionaries and the commentaries now in use, and let you see for yourself what the words sanctify and sanctification mean.

Webster’s Dictionary

SANCTIFY: 1. To make sacred or holy; to set apart to a holy, religious use; to consecrate by appropriate rites; to hallow. 2. To make free from sin; to cleanse from moral corruption and pollution; to purify.

SANCTIFICATION: The act of making holy; the state of being sanctified or made holy. Theological—The act of God’s grace by which the affections of men are purified or alienated from sin and the world and exalted to a supreme love to God. Also the state of being thus purified or sanctified.

Surely this is language that can be understood and is all desirable. “To set apart;” to “so consecrate;” “to make free from sin;” “affections purified;” “exalted to a supreme love to God.”

Century Dictionary

SANCTIFY: To make holy or clean, either ceremonially or morally and spiritually; to purify or free from sin … In Theology, the act of God’s grace by which the affections of men are purified and the soul is cleansed from sin and consecrated to God.… Conformity of the heart and life to the will of God.

“The act of God’s grace;” hence it cannot be obtained by works or growth; a divine act; “cleansed from sin.” Pardon and cleansing are not identical.

Imperial Dictionary

SANCTIFY: To make holy or sacred; to separate, set apart or appoint to a holy, sacred, or religious use. 2. To purify in order to prepare for divine service, and for partaking of holy things. 3. To purify from sin, to make holy.

“Set apart;” “to purify from sin,” which is “to prepare for divine service.” Should not all Christians desire and experience this preparation for service?

Worcester’s Dictionary

SANCTIFY: 1. To free from the power of sin; to cleanse from corruption; to make holy …. SANCTIFICATION: 1. The act of sanctifying, or purifying from the dominion of sin. 2. The act of consecrating or setting apart to a sacred end or office; consecration.

“To free from the power of sin.” Who would not desire deliverance from the power and dominion of sin?

Standard Dictionary

SANCTIFY: To make holy; rendered sacred or morally or spiritually pure; cleansed from sin.… SANCTIFICATION: Specifically in theology, the gracious work of the Holy Spirit whereby the believer is freed from sin and exalted to holiness of-heart and life.

“Whereby the believer is freed from sin.” According to this, sanctification is an experience for believers—not for sinners. This would make sanctification a second experience. “The gracious work of the Holy Spirit”—not of works, or growth, or death, or purgatory, but a work of God divinely inwrought by the Holy Spirit. We can never grow into something God must do for us.

American Encyclopedia

SANCTIFY: TO make holy or sacred; to consecrate or set apart; … to purify from sin,… SANCTIFICATION: Technically, an operation of the Spirit of God (Rom. 15:16; 2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2) on those who are already in Jesus, i.e., are united to Him by faith (1 Cor. 1:2), by which they are rendered increasingly holy, dying to sin and living to God, to righteousness, and to holiness (Rom. 6:6, 11, 13, 19; 1 Thess. 5:23; 1 Pet. 2:24).

Surely this is explicit enough. “An operation of the Spirit of God on those who are already in Jesus,” An experience for “those who are already in Jesus.” A second work, a divine work; consequently it must be obtained by faith (Acts 26:18).

Thus we see that there is an agreement, even as Adam Clarke says in his commentary on John 17:17:

The word has two meanings: 1. It signifies to consecrate, to separate from earth and common use and to devote or dedicate to God and His service. 2. It signifies to make holy or pure. The prayer of Christ may be understood in both of these senses.

Methodist Episcopal Catechism

The act of divine grace whereby we are made holy.

Not an experience to be reached by growth, but by an “act of divine grace.”

Westminster Confession of Faith

They who are effectually called and regenerated, having a new heart and a new spirit created in them, are further sanctified, really and personally, through the virtue of Christ’s death and resurrection by His Word and His Spirit dwelling in them.

Here again it is recognized that sanctification is for such as “are effectually called and regenerated,” and that it is accomplished “by His Word and His Spirit,” and not by death or purgatory.

John Wesley

Sanctification, in the proper sense, is an instantaneous deliverance from all sin, and includes an instantaneous power then given always to cleave to God.

“An instantaneous deliverance from all sin” and not a protracted and tedious process of growth. There is a gradual approach to the blessing, so far as the human part of consecration, preparation, and faith is concerned, but the divine work of “deliverance from all sin” is instantaneous.

Pope’s Theology

(Vol. II, page 64): Sanctification in its beginnings, process, and final issues is the full eradication of the sin itself, which, reigning in the unregenerate, co-exists with the new life in the regenerate, is abolished in the wholly sanctified.

Pope was a Wesleyan theologian and an accepted authority on Christian doctrine in Methodism. He declares there is a sin which “co-exists with the new life in the regenerate” which, however, “is abolished on the wholly sanctified.”

Rev. W. F. Mallalieu, Bishop in M. E. Church

From the very first years of my ministry to the present time I have held with Adam Clarke, Richard Watson, John Fletcher, and John Wesley, that regeneration and entire sanctification are separate and distinct one from the other, and therefore received at different times—both received by faith—and the last one the privilege of every believer as the first is of every penitent.

To all this we say, Amen and Amen!

Matthew Henry’s Commentary

It is the prayer of Christ for all that are His, that they may be sanctified.

Samuel Rutherford

the saintly Scottish Presbyterian divine, said:

Christ is more to be loved for giving us sanctification than justification. It is in some respects greater love in Him to sanctify than to justify, for He maketh us like Himself in His own essential portraiture and image in sanctification.

The words “sanctify” and “sanctification” are made from the Latin adjective sanctus (meaning “holy") and the Latin verb facere (meaning “to make") and the suffix ion, (always meaning “the act of"). So the root meaning of the word plainly means and signifies the act of making holy. Many more splendid authorities might be adduced, but these definitions from so many well-known and accepted standards should suffice to convince any Christian of his privilege and high catting in the gospel.

“Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it” (Eph. 5:25, 26). “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13:12,13).

The Bible bears out Mr. Wesley in his definition of this term. Read Lev. 20:7, 8, There you find the human side coming first in its proper place in the seventh verse, where God commands us to sanctify ourselves; consecrate or set ourselves apart to a holy purpose. In the eighth verse He declares, “I am the Lord which sanctify you.” Again we say, You sanctify yourself [consecrate or set apart], and God will sanctify you. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the Lord your God. And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the Lord which sanctify you” (Lev. 20:7, 8).

Keep in your mind the thought that there are two sides to this term sanctify. Here is where people fall into error. In the first sense Jesus said, “I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth,” He consecrated His life, and His own blood He shed on the cross that by this very act His disciples might be sanctified or cleansed by the blood, as the blood alone can cleanse. “And the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7).

Now we know that Jesus had no sin or carnality from which to be cleansed, for we are told in 1 John 3:5, “In him is no sin.” Hence there could be no need of cleansing in His case. Now the inquiry comes, In what sense did Jesus sanctify himself?

“To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth” (John 18:37). “I lay down my life … No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself” (John 10:17, 18). Here is the voluntary act of Jesus, consecrating or sanctifying himself to the death of the cross. “I sanctify myself,” devote myself; “To this end was I born”—not sanctify myself in the sense of cleanse, but according to the primary meaning. I set myself apart to this holy purpose, that they might be sanctified or cleansed through the blood thus shed.

The term sanctify is used in both senses in the Bible. “Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly” (Joel 1:14). Set apart a day of fasting. “Sanctify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place” (2 Chron. 29:5). “And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it” (2 Chron. 29:16).

Here King Hezekiah commanded the priests to sanctify the house of the Lord, and they at once began the work of sanctifying the temple, and when the work was finished they brought in the report. “We have cleansed all the house of the Lord.”

Beautiful type of holiness. “Your bodies are the temple of the Lord.” Jesus, the great High Priest, will come in and cleanse this temple of all uncleanness if invited. Jesus sanctified himself that you might be sanctified. The Jewish law with its ritual could not sanctify; but the blood of Jesus can. “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God [sanctified himself, having no sin], purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:13, 14).

OPPOSER: But doesn’t the Bible say that he that saith he liveth and sinneth not is a liar, and the truth is not in him?

ANSWER: No. But it does say, “Awake to righteousness, and sin not” (1 Cor. 15:34). “These things write I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4). “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil” (1 John 3:6-10).

OPPOSER: In what are they manifest?

ANSWER: In the fact that the children of God don’t sin and the children of the devil do. “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith …. We know that whatsoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is be-gotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1 John 5:4, 18).

OPPOSER: But you teach that a sanctified man can’t sin, and is not even tempted.

ANSWER: We do not. Christ “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). Sanctification does not destroy our free moral agency; we still have right of choice. We may commit sin any day that we choose, but we must first lay aside our Christianity before we sin, as no man can sin and yet be a Christian at the same time, any more than a man can steal and yet be honest.

“When a righteous man doth turn from his righteous’ness, and commit iniquity, …. he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered” (Ezek. 3:20).

“Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book” (Ex. 32:33).

We believe that Christ is our example, and if we are Christians we are following in His footsteps.

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not” (1 Pet. 2:21-23).

“But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt. 5:39).

OPPOSER: I don’t believe anyone living can do that.

ANSWER: “Without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). “I can do all things through Christ which strengthened me” (Phil. 4:13). “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). “Taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Eph. 6:16).

OPPOSER: My soul is all right, but this old body sins.

ANSWER: “Every sin that a man doeth is without the body” (1 Cor. 6:18). Sanctification preserves soul, spirit and body (1 Thess. 5:23). “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18:4). “Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1).

OPPOSER: But doesn’t Paul say, “In my flesh dwelleth no good thing"?

ANSWER: “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you” (Rom. 8:9). “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh” (Gal. 5:24).

OPPOSER: This all sounds very nice, but I don’t believe we can keep all the commandments.

ANSWER: “I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them” (Ezek. 36:27). “If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him: for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:15-17). “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18).

OPPOSER: What do you mean by the Spirit?

ANSWER: They were all filled with the Spirit on the day of Pentecost.

OPPOSER: But the Holy Ghost was for the apostles only.

ANSWER: “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39).

OPPOSER: What promise?

ANSWER: “Behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you” (Luke 24:49). “But wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 1:4, 5).

OPPOSER: But no one but the apostles ever received the Holy Ghost.

ANSWER: There were one hundred and twenty who received the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, many of whom were women (Acts 1:14, 15). The Samaritans received Him after conversion (Acts 8:5-8, 12-17). Paul asked the Ephesian church, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” (Acts 19:2). “What! know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost?” which temple you are (1 Cor. 6:19).

OPPOSER: YOU know that Peter says, “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).

ANSWER: Very well, brother, the very text you quote tells me that I must have the Lord God sanctified in my heart, not in my head, as some people think. The world is full of head religion, and everybody has his theory of sanctification, but we insist on a real heart experience as the Bible teaches. Paul says, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:17). “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him” (John 14:23). “For he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17).

OPPOSER: Yes, but all this about Christ in you has nothing to do with sanctification.

ANSWER: “The heathen shall know that I am the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes” (Ezek. 36:23).

Christ will not dwell in an unclean temple. While here on earth, when He visited the temple He cast out the buyers and sellers, and all other uncleanness. So when He sends the Holy Ghost to represent Him, He must have a clean temple. “What! know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost?” (1 Cor. 6:19). “What agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:16,17).

Holiness means well, whole, freedom from sinful affections. This was God’s original purpose with man. “Ac-cording as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy” (Eph. 1:4).

Hence you see that holiness was ordered before the foundation of the world.

Again, Paul tells us that we are called to salvation from. the beginning. “God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit” (2 Thess, 2:13).

My next reason is, God named the people and the way. “Thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name"; “and they shall call them, The holy people” (Isaiah 62:2 and 12).

I have never heard of any people, way, or movement being called holy or holiness but second blessing people, and the modern holiness movement. Thus you see we are fulfilling prophecy to the letter.

My next reason is, it is God’s will that I be sanctified. “By the which will we are sanctified, through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10).

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:3).

If I could find one verse in the Bible that said in plain language, “This is the will of God, that all be baptized by immersion,” how quickly I could settle all controversy on the mode of baptism; or if I could find one verse that said plainly, “This is the will of God, that you have your babies sprinkled,” how easily the question of infant baptism would be settled! But, brother, God doesn’t talk thus plainly about nonessentials—but here is verse and chapter two times that it is God’s will that you be sanctified. What will you do about it?

Not only is it God’s will, but listen: God calls us to it. “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7).

Not only does He call you to holiness and provide for it in His will, but He commands holiness clear and plain.

“And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lev. 19:1, 2).

This command given in the Old Testament to Israel, God’s chosen people, is repeated by Peter to the Church, His called-out ones: “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:15, 16).

Just as truly as God commands all men everywhere to repent, so He commands the. Church, God’s true Israel, to be holy. Thank God, what He wills and calls and commands, He has provided for.

“Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; …. in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight” (Col. 1:20-22).

OPPOSER: But that means we will be presented holy and unblameable and unreproveable on the morning of the resurrection, as all know that no one can live like that in this present evil world.

ANSWER: Paul said, “Preach the word,” so we will go to the Bible again. “The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, that he would grant unto us [not unto resurrected beings], that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life” (Luke 1:73-75). Again, “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15).

Again, “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work” (2 Tim. 2:21).

From the three texts above, God teaches that we can live holy, after being made holy, all the days of our life, and shine for God in this crooked nation, and be ready to work for Him. In fact, sanctification is the all-qualifying endowment of power for service. God wants a clean heart filled with the Holy Ghost—a real pentecostal experience with pentecostal results following.

And then comes my next reason: It is holiness or hell.

OPPOSER: NOW, come, don’t preach me into hell, for you know I just can’t believe in holiness at all.

ANSWER: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). Brother, I want to see Him, and have made up my mind to see Him even if it does take holiness to see Him. When Isaiah the prophet saw Him in a vision the seraphim were crying, “Holy! Holy! Holy!” and the young prophet did not have the blessing, and he cried, “Woe is me, for I am undone,” and then flew the seraphim with the purifying fire that cleansed the prophet.

God is holy; angels are holy; heaven is holy; and all who enter His holy place must be holy beings. When I make this statement I am in harmony with all theology the world over: for even the Roman Catholics teach that if we are not made holy here we are to go to purgatory until we are entirely cleansed before we can enter heaven.

OPPOSER: I admit that none can enter heaven until they are sanctified. But I believe we are sanctified wholly in conversion.

ANSWER: NO, brother, there is not a printed creed that teaches the complete cleansing of the heart from indwelling sin in conversion.

OPPOSER: But my preacher preaches that the “old man” is destroyed, and that we are sanctified wholly in conversion.

ANSWER: Let us examine your printed creed. Here is the prayer of a Methodist minister when the adult believer is baptized:

O merciful God, grant that the old Adam in this person may be so buried that the new) man may be raised up in him. Grant that all carnal affections may die in him, and that all belonging to the Spirit may live and grow in him. Amen.

The same prayer is prayed at the baptism of infants, thus recognizing the presence of the old Adam, the carnal affections, in the infant and in the converted adult alike. There in infancy: still there after regeneration. Conversion does not remove it according to Methodist theology.

But the preacher recognizes the necessity of its removal, and thus prays for the old Adam, the carnal affections, to die and be buried in the person now being baptized. This prayer is in perfect harmony with Romans 6:6, “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified,” and with Col. 3:9, “Put off the old man with his deeds.”

The Cumberland Presbyterians say, in Art. 20 in their Confession of Faith, that “the remains of this corrupt nature are felt by those who axe regenerate.”

The plan of salvation is not completed in us until we are saved from all sin, both outward and indwelling.

OPPOSER: But we can never be free from all this sin in the flesh as long as we are in the flesh.

ANSWER: “God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh… condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3). “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity” (Titus 2:14). “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). Notice this is the work of the Son of God through His blood, and this cleansing can take place now. “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness” (Rom. 6:22).

Made free from sin now; have fruit unto holiness now. Thank God, we do not have to wait until death, but can be made free by the blood of the Son now. “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).

OPPOSER: Well, this all sounds very nice, yet I can’t believe in your theory of sanctification.

ANSWER: “How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?” (John 5:44). “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God” (John 12:42, 43). “Perfect love casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18).

WHAT WE STAND FOR

We believe in holiness, or entire sanctification; that it is a second definite work of grace in the heart, whereby we are thoroughly cleansed from all sin; that only those who are justified and walking in the favor of God can receive this grace; that it is not absolute perfection—that belongs to God alone. It does not make a man infallible. It is perfect love—the pure love of God filling a clean heart. It is capable of increase. It prepares for more rapid growth in grace. It may be lost, and we need to continually watch and pray. It is received by faith. It is accomplished by the baptism with the Holy Ghost, which is the baptism of Jesus Christ foretold by John the Baptist. It is loving the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourself (Matt. 22:37, 39). It was this which the apostles and disciples received in the upper room at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, for which Jesus commanded them to wait. It is the inheritance of the Church; and with it come preparation, anointing, illumination, and power for the work to which God has called us. Our preachers are to preach it definitely and urge it upon all believers. It is the privilege and duty of all believers to seek and obtain it. It is this to which we are called, “That we might be partakers of his holiness” (Heb. 12:10).

Many honest inquirers after light tell us they readily see sanctification taught in the Bible; but they can’t see the second work, or double cure. To help such we offer the following Bible reasons for believing in the two works:

Many say, “I have had more than the second blessing: I have had a thousand.” This is true. God’s children have numerous blessings daily, all through life. But there are two distinct works of grace to be wrought in the heart by the power of God, and each is separate from the other— each a complete work of itself. The first is Regeneration, which is new birth, which blots out all of our past sins and plants a new life in the heart. The second is Entire Sanctification, which cleanses the heart from moral corruption and frees us from all sin, and prepares us for a more rapid growth in grace.

The Bible, from start to finish, teaches these two works in its types, shadows, metaphors, allegories, and the clear teachings of Christ and the apostles. Let us study closely and prayerfully some of these types and shadows.

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning” (Rom. 15:4). “All scripture [the Old as well as the New Testament] is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine” (2 Tim. 3:16).

A twofold offering is in strict accordance with God’s law for offering sacrifices. Read Leviticus, eighth chapter, verses 18 to 30. Here we have two offerings: a sin offering and a consecration offering, and at the end of the second offering the fire falls from heaven and the people shout (Lev. 9:23, 24).

Now let us take up Abraham’s family, the two sons born in the home: Ishmael, the wild man (Gen. 10:11,12), the result of Abraham’s sin, the type of natural birth or the carnal mind; Isaac, the supernatural birth, the new birth or conversion. Both stay for a year or two in the same home (heart) until Isaac (which means joy or laughter) was weaned, for Sarah said, “God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear me will laugh with me” (Gen. 21:6). This happened at the birth of Isaac, the supernatural birth (conversion). Did God ever make you laugh? and did not all who heard you laugh with you when you were converted? But there came a time when Ishmael (the old man, the wild man of nature) must go; so he is cast out. Sanctification casts out the carnal mind; then Isaac can laugh and leap all he pleases.

Take another: God’s dealings with Israel on their journey from Egypt (sin) to Canaan (entire sanctification). Paul says, “Now all things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11). They were in bondage (sin) in Egypt; God’s servant led them to the Red Sea; God opened the sea with His own power and delivered them out of the hands of their enemies, washing their former masters away in the sea. They sang a new song and had a season of praise on the banks of deliverance, all their former masters being gone. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration” (Titus 3:5).

A splendid type of conversion, but they were not yet in Canaan, their inheritance. They just now begin the up-and-down wilderness life so common today. In order to get into Canaan, God brought them to the banks of Jordan, and there He opened the way for the second crossing, and as soon as they crossed they shouted down Jericho and began to take possession. They are now in their settled inheritance after the second crossing. See the two works, and both of God! for He opened the waters both times.

Take another: “The law having a shadow of good things to come” (Heb. 10:1). Regeneration and sanctification are both good things, and the law on two tables of stone is a shadow of these two works. Why was the law written on two tables of stone? Why not one? Why not on three? The only reason is that it was to be the shadow of their two good things. Moses broke the bare, naked tables upon the slightest provocation. Just so have you in your justified life. Then God calls him up into the mountain the second time, and renews His covenant with him. This time He tells him to go down and make the ark of the covenant (a type of the human heart), and put the law into it to help protect it from being so easily broken. “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel … I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts” (Heb. 8:10). Then God told Moses to make a tabernacle containing two rooms, and to put the ark containing the law in the second room (blessing) behind the second veil. Then He told him to make two angels, one at either end of the ark to stand guard. “He that dwelleth in the secret place [the second room] of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty … for he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways” (Ps. 91:1, 11).

Notice—Two stones, two rooms, two angels, two times in the mount, two crossings, and two sacrifices. What do all these twos mean? They are shadows of good things. “The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ” (Gal. 3:24). “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning” (Rom. 15:4).

During the ministry of Christ He cleansed the temple twice: once at the beginning of His ministry, and once at its close; one recorded in John 2:13-17, the other in Matthew 21:12. He also teaches the two works in the two touches that He gave the blind man, in Mark 8:22-26. The first touch his vision was not clear; just so in regeneration; but the second touch brought in the clear light. The two works are clearly taught in the eighth chapter of the Acts. In verse 5, Philip preaches Christ; verse 6, the people hear and heed; verse 7, devils are cast out; verse 8, there is great joy. Surely they are converted. As an evidence of their conversion, in verse 12, all the believers are baptized; the church is organized. Now read verses 14 to 17, and see where they got a second work in answer to prayer: “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John; who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost (for as yet he was fallen upon none of them; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” Surely this is a second work. They were already baptized believers, but had not been sanctified wholly, so they had a second meeting—a prayer meeting—and the Holy Ghost fell on them in answer to prayer, just as He does now.

“But,” says one, “they were not converted till Peter and John came down.” Let us see: The same Philip preached the same Christ to the eunuch, and gave him the same water baptism. Was he converted? If so, the Samaritans got two works. If the Samaritans did not get the second work, then the eunuch never was converted.

The terms Justification and Sanctification are not used in a technical or critical sense, but rather in a general sense as referring to experience



	In Justification there is life.

	In Sanctification there is life more abundant.




	In Justification there is love.

	In Sanctification there is perfect love which casteth out fear.




	In Justification the “old man” is repressed.

	In Sanctification the “old man” is destroyed.




	In Justification there is “peace with God."

	In Sanctification there is peace of God.




	Justification gives us a right to heaven.

	Sanctification gives the fitness for heaven.




	In Justification we “put on the new man."

	In Sanctification we “put off the old man with his deeds."




	In Justification there is joy—intermittent joy.

	In Sanctification there is fullness of joy—abiding joy.




	Justification includes pardon, which is a judicial act.

	Sanctification includes a cleansing, which is a priestly function.




	Justification is obtained by surrender, repentance, and faith.

	Sanctification is obtained by consecration, obedience, and faith.




	Justification delivers from guilt and condemnation.

	Sanctification delivers from unholy tempers and abnormal appetites.




	In Justification the Holy Spirit is with the believer.

	In Sanctification the Holy Spirit is in the believer (John 14:17).




	Justification comprehends adoption, making us children of God.

	Sanctification comprehends anointing, making us kings and priests unto God.




	Justification separates us from the world, so we are no longer of the world.

	Sanctification takes the world out of us—worldly desires and ambitions.




	Justification is illustrated by the rescue of the sinking man from the water.

	Sanctification is getting the water out of the lungs of the drowning man.




	Justification is conditioned on confession of sin (Jno. 1:9).

	Sanctification is conditioned on walking “in the light, as he is in the light” (I John 1:7).




	Justification has to do with sin as an act—sins committed.

	Sanctification has to do with sin as a principle-the sin nature, the result of the curse.




	Justification comes by the birth of the Spirit—when we are born again.

	Sanctification comes by the baptism with the Spirit-when the believer has a personal pentecost.




	Justification restores to us the favor of God which we had lost through our own disobedience.

	Sanctification restores to us holiness or the moral likeness of God, which we had lost through Adam's disobedience.




	Justification is the impartation of a spiritual nature, bringing us into possession of eternal life.

	Sanctification is the crucifixion and destruction of our carnal nature, making us dead indeed unto sin.




	Justification makes us free from outward sin and condemnation.

	Sanctification makes us “free indeed.” Gives the “deed” to our freedom with all the mortgages paid off. Freedom from fear, and doubt, and pride.




	In Justification we are united as the branch to the vine.

	In Sanctification we receive the purging promised to the living, fruitful vine, that we may “bring forth more fruit” (John 15:2).




	In Justification the experience is a “well of water” (Jno. 3:14). A well is for personal use.

	In Sanctification there is a fullness of blessings so that out of our inward parts “shall flow rivers of living water” (John 6:38, 39). A river cannot be confined to personal use, but will bless and fructify wherever it flows.




	Justification: “The forensic, judicial, or gracious ad of God by which the sinner is declared righteous, or justly free from the obligation to penalty and fully restored to divine favour.” —Standard Dictionary.
                            
	Sanctification: “To make holy, cleanse from sin. Specially in theology, the gracious work of the Holy Spirit whereby the believer is freed from sin, and exalted to holiness of heart and life.” —Standard Dictionary.






Bible Readings on Holiness

[image: image]

HOLINESS

Webster’s International Dictionary thus defines holiness: “1. Perfect moral integrity or purity; freedom from sin; sanctity, innocence. 2. State of being hallowed or consecrated to God, or His worship.

“Holy, salvation, happiness, whole, well. 1, Set apart to the service or worship of God. 2. Spiritually whole or sound; freedom from sinful affection; pure in heart; godly; pious; irreproachable; guiltless; acceptable to God.”



	God is holy                 

	Isa. 6:37; Rev. 4:8



	The Lord glorious in holiness                 

	Exodus 15:11



	Heaven a holy place                 

	Psalm 20: 6



	Nothing unclean shall enter                 

	Rev. 21:27



	Scriptures holy                 

	Romans 1:2



	Commandments holy.                 

	Romans 7:12



	Chosen to be holy                 

	Ephesians 1:4



	Holiness lost in the fall                 

	Romans 5:12



	Restored in Christ                 

	Colossians 1:22



	A holy church                 

	Ephesians 5:27



	Holiness commanded                 

	Lev. 11:14; 1 Peter 1:15, 16



	Ye shall be holy                 

	Leviticus 19:2



	A holy people                 

	Deut. 7:6; Deut. 14:2



	A holy nation                 

	Ex. 19:6; 1 Peter 2:5



	Shall be called holy                 

	Isaiah 62:12



	The way of holiness                 

	Isaiah 35:8



	God calls to holiness                 

	1 Thess. 4:7



	Established in holiness                 

	1 Thess. 4:7



	Partakers of His holiness                 

	Hebrews 12:10



	Holy Ghost makes holy                 

	1 Cor. 3:16, 17



	Fruit unto holiness                 

	Romans 6:22



	Prophets holy men                 

	2 Peter 1:21



	Elisha a holy man                 

	2 Kings 4:9



	David a holy man                 

	Psalm 86:2



	Bishops must be holy men, though some of our modern bishops do fight holiness                 

	Titus 1:7, 8



	Paul found holy brethren                 

	Heb. 3:1; 1 Thess. 5:27



	Holy women.                 

	1 Peter 3:5



	Holiness becometh thine house                 

	Psalm 93:5



	Holiness or hell                 

	Hebrews 12:14



	God sware an oath that we could live holy every day of our lives. Who says we cannot?                 

	Luke 1:68-75




SANCTIFICATION

SANCTIFY: 1. To make sacred or holy; to set apart to a holy or religious use; to consecrate by appropriate rites; to hallow. 2. To make free from sin; to cleanse from moral corruption and pollution; to purify.

“SANCTIFICATION: The act of making holy; the state of being sanctified or made holy. Theologically—The act of God’s grace by which the affections of men are purified or alienated from sin and the world, and exalted to a supreme love of God. Also the state of being thus purified or sanctified.”—Webster’s Dictionary.

In the following texts sanctify means to set apart or consecrate.



	Sanctify yourselves                 

	Leviticus 20:7



	The Sabbath sanctified                 

	Genesis 2.2



	Altar and its vessels                 

	Exodus 30:28, 29



	Tabernacle sanctified                 

	Exodus 29:43 44



	Altar and its vessels.                 

	Exodus 30:28, 29



	Sanctify; keep from flesh                 

	Numbers 11:18



	Sanctify yourselves                 

	Joshua 3:5



	Sanctify a fast                 

	Joel 1:14



	I sanctify myself (Jesus)                 

	John 17:19



	The sons of Jesse                 

	I Samuel 16.5



	Jeremiah sanctified; ordained, or set apart to the office of the prophet                 

	Jeremiah 1:5



	The firstborn                 

	Exodus 13:2




SANCTIFY, TO MAKE FREE FROM SIN



	Sanctify them (the Apostles)                 

	John 17:17



	Sanctify; cleanse the Church                 

	Ephesians 5:25 27



	Sanctify; purge conscience                 

	Hebrews 9:13 14



	Purge, sanctify                 

	2 Timothy 2:21



	Sanctify, wash                 

	Exodus 19:10



	Sanctify the temple                 

	2 Chronicles 29:5



	The priests cleansed the inner house, the holy place; type of heart purity                 

	2 Chronicles 29:15-19



	Holy Ghost brings purity                 

	Acts 15:8, 9



	Heart circumcision                 

	Deuteronomy 30:6




SANCTIFICATION, THE WORK OF GOD



	God of peace sanctify                 

	1 These. 5:23



	He that sanctifies                 

	Hebrews 2:11



	Jesus suffered to sanctify                 

	Hebrews 13:12



	By God the Father                 

	Jude 1



	By the Holy Ghost                 

	Romans 15:16



	Through the Spirit                 

	2 Thess. 2:13



	Sprinkling of the blood                 

	1 peter 1:2



	God wills sanctification                 

	1 Thess. 4:3



	According to His will                 

	Hebrews 10; 9, 10



	By faith in Jesus                 

	Acts 26:18



	Holy Ghost a witness                 

	Hebrews 10:15



	Sanctify the Lord in your hearts                 

	I Peter 3:15



	Christ our sanctification                 

	1 Corinthians 1:30



	God commands His sanctified ones                 

	Isaiah 13:3




SIN NOT A NECESSITY

Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God; I speak this to your



	    shame                 

	1 Corinthians 15:34



	Little children, sin not                 

	1 John 2:1



	Shall we continue to sin?                 

	Romans 6:1, 2



	Go, sin no more                 

	John 5:14; 1 John 8:11



	Shall we continue in sin?                 

	Romans 6:1, 2



	He that committeth sin is of the devil                 

	1 John 3:8



	Whosoever is born of God doth not sin                 

	1 John 5:18; 1 John 3:9



	Jesus came to save from sin                 

	Matthew 1:21



	Christ our example, who did no sin                 

	1 Peter 2:21, 22



	Sanctification preserves spirit, soul and body                 

	1 Thess. 5:23



	Sin is without the body                 

	1 Corinthians 6:15



	Bodies members of Christ                 

	1 Corinthians 6:15



	Temple of the Holy Ghost                 

	1 Corinthians 6:18, 19



	Let not sin reign in your mortal bodies                 

	Romans 6:12



	Sin shall not reign                 

	Romans 6:14



	The flesh cannot please God                 

	Romans 8:8



	Ye are not in the flesh                 

	Romans 8:9



	Have crucified the flesh                 

	Galatians 5:24



	Christ in you                 

	Galatians 2:20



	Able to keep you                 

	Jude 24



	To dwell in your hearts                 

	Ephesians 3:17



	Able to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think                 

	Ephesians 3:20



	God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things                 

	2 Cor. 9:8



	Blessed are the pure in heart                 

	Matthew 5:8



	Who shall stand (pure in heart)                 

	Psalm 24:3, 4



	A pure heart, a clean life                 

	Matthew 15:18



	Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh                 

	Matthew 12:33



	Pure hearts, pure thoughts                 

	Mark 7:21, 22



	As he thinketh in his heart                 

	Proverbs 23:7



	Heart defiled by the fall                 

	Genesis 6:5



	The flood did not wash away the defilement of the heart                 

	Genesis 8:21



	Heart wicked and deceitful                 

	Jeremiah 17:9



	Conceived in sin                 

	Psalm 51:5



	Estranged from the womb, speak lies as soon as they are born                 

	Psalm 58.3



	All gone astray.                 

	psalm 14;1-3



	All under sin (the natural man)                 

	Romans 3:9-18



	By one man sin entered                 

	Romans 5:12



	All by nature the children of wrath                 

	Ephesians 2:1-3




All creeds and confessions of faith agree, and the Bible confirms, and human experience attests that original sin, or the carnal mind, the root of bitterness, or the old man, remains in the heart of the regenerate or converted man.



	Babes in Christ, yet carnal                 

	1 Corinthians 3:1-4



	The flesh lusteth against the Spirit                 

	Galatians 5:17



	Sin that dwelleth in me                 

	Romans 7:17



	The besetting sin                 

	Hebrews 12:1



	Cleanse hands, purify hearts                 

	James 4:8



	Fruit-bearing branches already in the vine, yet need cleansing                 

	John 15:2



	Cleanse filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness                 

	2 Corinthians 7:1




CLEANSING PROVIDED FOR



	There is cleansing in the blood from all sin                 

	1 John 1:7



	A fountain for sin and uncleanness                 

	Zechariah 13:1



	The blood of Christ purges                 

	Hebrews 9:14



	Wash me throughly                 

	Psalm 51:2



	Purge me whiter than snow                 

	Psalm 51:7



	Create a clean heart                 

	Psalm 51:10



	I will circumcise thine heart                 

	Deuteronomy 51:10



	Thy sin is purged                 

	Isaiah 6:7



	I will purge away thy dross                 

	Isaiah 1:25



	The Lord will wash away the filth of Zion by the spirit of burning                 

	Isaiah 4:4



	As a refiner’s fire and a purifier of silver; fuller’s soap                 

	Malachi 3:20-23



	Will refine the third part                 

	Zechariah 13:9



	Put off the old man                 

	Ephesians 4:20-24



	Crucify the old man                 

	Romans 6:6



	Ishmael cast out                 

	Galatians 4:30



	I am crucified with Christ                 

	Galatians 2:20



	He shall baptize with the Holy Ghost and fire and burn out the chaff                 

	Luke 3:16




THE HOLY GHOST



	At creation                 

	Gen. 1:2



	Created the man                 

	Job 33:4



	Inspired the Bible.                 

	2 Tim. 3:16



	Brought prophecy                 

	2 Pet. 1:2



	Strives with sinners                 

	Gen. 6:3



	Can be grieved                 

	Eph. 4:30



	Can be vexed                 

	Isa. 63:10



	Can be sinned against                 

	Matt. 12:31



	Author of new birth                 

	Jno. 3:5



	Can be resisted                 

	Acts 7:51



	In regeneration                 

	Titus 3:5



	The Sanctifier                 

	Rom. 15:16



	The Teacher                 

	John 14:26



	The Guide                 

	John 16:13



	The Purifier                 

	Acts 15:8, 9



	Bears witness                 

	Rom. 8:16



	Imparts love                 

	Rom. 5:5



	A witness to sanctification,                 

	Hebrews 10:15



	The Leader                 

	Rom. 8:14



	Brings joy                 

	Rom. 14:17



	Reproves of sin                 

	John 16:8



	His fruit is joy                 

	Gal. 5:22



	Helps our infirmities,                 

	Romans 8:26



	Brings power                 

	Acts 1:8



	Appoints preachers                 

	Acts 13:2



	Appoints pastors                 

	Acts 20:28



	Where to preach                 

	Acts 16:6



	Directs the Church                 

	Acts 15:28



	In persecution                 

	Mark 13:11



	The world cannot Him                 

	John 14:17



	Foolishness to the carnal                 

	1 Cor. 2:14




THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST



	Given by the Father,                 

	Neh. 9:20



	To His children                 

	Luke 11:13



	In answer to prayer                 

	Acts 1:14; 8:14-16



	A gift                 

	Acts 2:38; 10:45; 11:15-17; 15:8; John 14:16



	For those who obey Him,                 

	Acts 3:5



	Since ye believed,                 

	Acts 19:2; Eph. 1:13



	Through faith                 

	Gal. 3:14



	A baptism                 

	Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 11:16



	Be filled                 

	Eph. 5:18



	Deacon full                 

	Acts 6




CHRISTIAN PERFECTION

The doctrine of Christian Perfection is badly misunderstood. We do not teach that man can be a perfect God, nor do as perfectly as God; neither be a perfect angel, nor as perfect as Adam was. He cannot be perfect in knowledge, nor physically perfect, nor perfect before men (the Jews said Jesus had a devil); but he can. be a perfect Christian, perfect in love.



	Commanded to be perfect with God                 

	Deuteronomy 18:13



	Walk before me, and be thou perfect                 

	Genesis 17:1



	Be perfect as your Father is perfect                 

	Matthew 5:4



	Go on to perfection                 

	Hebrews 6:1



	We wish your perfection                 

	2 Corinthians 13:9



	Epaphras prays for your perfection                 

	Colossians 4:12



	I pray night and day for your perfection                 

	2 Thess. 3:10



	Scriptures are given, that the man of God may be perfect                 

	2 Timothy 3:16, 17



	We preach to present every man perfect                 

	Colossians 1:28



	Finally farewell. Be perfect                 

	2 Corinthians 13:11



	God gave some apostles, some evangelists.…for the perfecting of the saints                 

	Ephesians 4:11-13



	If thou wilt be perfect                 

	Matthew 19:21



	Prove God’s good and perfect will                 

	Romans 12:1, 2



	Made perfect in one                 

	John 17:23



	Same is perfect man                 

	James 3:2



	Perfect in love                 

	1 John 4:17, 18



	Love, the bond of perfectness                 

	Colossians 3:14



	Love, the fulfilling of the law                 

	Romans 13:10




EXAMPLE OF MEN WHO GOD SAID WERE PERFECT IN HEART



	Mark the perfect man                 

	Psalm 37:37



	Noah was perfect in his generation                 

	Genesis 6:9



	Hezekiah had a perfect heart                 

	2 Kings 20:3



	Asa’s heart was perfect                 

	2 Chronicles 15:17



	I will walk with a perfect heart                 

	Psalm 10:1, 2



	God searches for a perfect heart                 

	2 Chronicles 16:9



	Job was a perfect man                 

	Job 1:1-8



	Perfect way                 

	Psalm 10:1-7



	God maketh my way perfect                 

	2 Samuel 22:33



	The God of peace, who has the power to bring to life the dead, can make you perfect through the blood of the everlasting covenant                 

	Hebrews 13:20, 21
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