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Questions on

SALVATION

1. Q.: Can a person know he is saved? If so, how can
he know?

A.: An emphatic yes to the first part of this ques-
tion. It would be neither scriptural nor reasonable to
assume that one must be satisfied with a “hope so” Chris-
tian experience. And God is never unreasonable in His
plans or demands. There are four witnesses or evidences
that testify to our salvation.

1. God’s Word. “If we confess our sins, he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). Therefore we know
that, if we have confessed, He does forgive, because His
Word says so and He cannot lie (Titus 1:2; Num. 23:
19). If this were the only evidence, that would be suf-
ficient, God’s Word is a sure Foundation for unshakable
faith.

2. Our own hearts. “Beloved, if our heart condemn

us not, then have we confidence toward God” (I John
3:21).






4. Q.: Is it necessary to make a public confession of
one’s gins?

A.: The confession should be as public as the deed.
When a group is sinned against, the group must be asked
to forgive. If an individual has been wronged, confession
must be there, If God alone has been sinned against, the
confession should be made to Him alone (Matt. 5:24).

5. Q.: You say that Christ loved us and was willing to
die for us—why then did He pray, when facing death,
“If it be possible, let this cup pass from me”?

A.: Jesus was both human and divine. He was the
Son of Man and the Son of God. Being human, He
shrank from the physical suffering facing Him. How-
ever, He was willing to become “obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8), that He might
redeem us—because He loved us. The glorious fact is
that He did give himself for us.

6. Q.: Can a person be delivered from sin in this life?

A.: Certainly! Otherwise Christ’s coming, suffering,
and death were all in vain. The devil brought sin into
the world, and if God is not able to get rid of sin, then
the devil is bigger than God. “He that committeth sin
is of the devil . . . For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin” (I John
3:8-9).

7. Q.: What is sin?

A.: John Wesley defined sin as “a wilful trangres-
sion against a known law of God.” This means that
there must be knowledge of wrongdoing, or of refusing
to obey God, before sin is committed. Mistakes are not
sin,
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8. Q.: Are men who die in the service of our country
saved?

A.: Not unless they have been born again (John
3:3-5).

9. Q.: When does a child come to the age of account-
ability?

A.: When a child knows the difference between
right and wrong and is able to choose one or the other,
he is accountable. The age varies according to the re-
ligious training and the child’s ability to comprehend.

10. @Q.: Does a person have to be baptized to be saved?

A.: There is no merit or salvation in baptism. It is
a ceremony symbolizing one’s death to sin and resur-
rection to spiritual life. A Christian should be baptized
at his first opportunity after conversion. However, should
a converted person die before having the opportunity to
be baptized, he would not be lost. A good illustration of
this is the thief on the cross.

11. Q.: Can a person who was once saved ever be lost?

A.: Most certainly! The fact that a saved person
can backslide and lose his Christian experience is clear-
ly taught in numerous scriptures. Fellowship with God
and the cleansing of the blood of Christ are conditional
upon our walking in the light (I John 1:7). Our free
choice brings us to Christ, and the same freedom may
separate us from Him, The Bible speaks of people whose
names will be blotted out of the book of life (Rev. 3:5;
Ps. 69:28). Heb. 6:4-6 tells of those who were “once
enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come.” Yet after all this, God says that it is possible for
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them to “fall away” and never be renewed. A back-
slider can come back to God, but not all do, and some
will be lost who once walked the Christian way. Paul
feared lest, “when I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway” (I Cor. 9:27). What a solemn
warning this is to us all! We must not only begin this
race, but we must continue to the end (Luke 9:62).

12. Q.: Was Judas ever saved?

A.: It would seem so. Jesus trusted him as the
treasurer of the disciples, and He would not have done
so if Judas had not been trustworthy. Also, Jesus had
said to him, along with the other disciples, that his name
was written in heaven (Luke 10:20).

13. Q.: What is the unpardonable sin?

A.: Jesus said that there was only one sin that was
unforgivable, the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost
(Matt. 12:31).

14. Q.: How do you know when a person has committed
the unpardonable sin?

A.: Dr.J. B. Chapman said: “The devil accuses and
the Holy Spirit convicts.” Many whom the devil has
tried to make believe that they had crossed the deadline
have later become victorious Christians. Generally
speaking, a person for whom there is no hope will have
no desire for God, and the Christians will not have a
burden for his salvation.

15. @.: Can a person who has commiitted murder be
saved?

A.:: Yes. There is only one sin that is unforgivable,
and it is not murder (Matt. 12:31; Isa. 1:18).
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22. Q.: Were the disciples saved before Pentecost?

A.: Yes! (1) their names were written in heaven
(Luke 10:20). (2) They were not of the world, even as
Christ was not of the world (John 17:14, 16). (3) Jesus
called them “not servants . .. but . . . friends” (John
15:15).

23. Q.: What is the spiritual condition of the person
described in Romans 7?

A.: In Romans 7, Paul is recounting his experience
before the infilling of the Holy Spirit. He did not intend
to imply that this was the best that God could do for us.
He declared in verse 2 of chapter 8, “For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death.” Thank God, we can move from
the seventh chapter into the victorious eighth chapter.

24. Q.: What must a person do io be sanciified?

A.: 1. There must be a conscious sense of the need
for such an experience. This comes through reading the
Word, hearing holiness preaching, listening to the testi-
monies of sanctified persons, reading holiness books, and
becoming aware of one’s own spiritual lack.

2. There must be a confession of the need (Isa.
6:5).

3. There must be a complete consecration of the
life to Christ (Rom. 12:1).

4. There must be a claiming of the promises of
God’s Word (I Thess. 5:24; I John 1:7).

25. Q.: After a seeker has done all he knows io do to be
sanctified and is still not satisfied, what else is there
to do?

A.: Let God search the heart to see that the conse-
cration is complete—that nothing is held back from the
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forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” The sanctified
person will still be troubled, perplexed, persecuted, and
at times cast down, but this is not carnality; it is normal
reaction of the earthen vessel that holds our sacred
treasure. The basic difference between humanity and
carnality is that our humanity is ruled by physical and
mental causes, whereas carnality stems from unsanctified
selfishness and sin,

29. Q.: Can sin reeniter once it has been destroyed?

A.: Yes. When Adam and Eve were created, they
had no sin in their hearts. However, by disobedience to
God, sin entered into the human family. Even though
our hearts may once have been cleansed from sin, dis-
obedience brings sin back into the heart,

30. Q.: Will a Christian person be saved who died never
having had light on some matters (for instance, on sanc-
tification), but was a faithful Christian otherwise?

A.: Yes. We are judged according to our willing-
ness to obey God in what we know, and are not responsi-
ble for any light that we do not have. However, a word
of warning is in order: We are responsible for all the
light we have. It’s not the things we don’t know that
matter; it’s what we do know.

31. Q.: How long should a person wait after conversion
until he seeks to be sanctified?

A.: There is no need to wait! The sooner a person
gets sanctified, the better equipped he will be to face
temptation. I have known many to get sanctified in the
very next service after they were converted.
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36. Q.: You say we should have a systematic devotional
life. When is the best time to do this?

A.: Most people will say the best time for private
devotions is early in the morning before beginning the
day’s activities. This will solve a lot of problems.

1. It takes care of the time element. If you wait
until later in the day to “find time,” you may get busy
and not “find” it. First things first; give it priority.

2. It gives strength when needed, to begin with.
“You must meet God in the morning if you want Him
through the day.”

37. Q.: How can a person obey the command to “pray
without ceasing”?

A.: To “pray without ceasing” does not mean that
we stay on our knees all the time, for this would be hu-
manly impossible. But we can stay in an attitude of
prayer at all times. It used to be termed staying on “pray-
ing grounds” and “pleading terms” with the Lord.

38. Q.: After a person has prayed once, why does he
have to keep on praying for the same thing? Didr’t God
hear the first time?

A.: In Luke 18, Jesus spoke a parable to this end,
“that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” The
parable concerns the widow who kept troubling the un-
just judge until he said, “I will avenge her, lest by her
continual coming she weary me.” And then Jesus added,
“And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I
tell you that he will avenge them speedily” (Luke 18:
7-8). Read also Heb. 10:35-37.
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39. Q.: When a person has prayed earnestly for his
loved ones for a long time and they are still not saved,
what should he do?

A.: Most of us have prayers that are still on the
“waiting list.” George Muller said that, when he had a
matter to pray about, the first thing he did was search
the Word of God for a promise, and when he knew it
was in God’s will he would not let go until the answer
came. The Amplified New Testament translates Luke
11:9, “Ask and keep on asking, and it shall be given you;
seek and keep on seeking, and you shall find; knock and
keep on knocking, and the door shall be opened unto
you.” There’s nothing wrong with what you’re doing.
Just do more of it. “Keep holding on; just one more
hour may bring to you the promised power.”

40. Q.: You talk about becoming desperate when we
pray. Why does one have to be desperate? Isn’t God
willing to answer?

A.: Yes, God is more willing to give than we are to
receive. We become desperate in prayer, not to overcome
God’s reluctance, but to “break through” the powers of
darkness. The Bible tells us, “For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.” And at no time are
these evil forces against us more than when we are pray-
ing. This enemy power hindered Daniel’s prayer three
full weeks, but he persevered until the answer finally
came through (Dan. 10:12).

41. Q.: What is meant by the term “praying through”?

A.: This term implies two things: (1) You pray
until you are through praying. You feel that the an-
swer is on the way, so you have no reason to pray fur-
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ther about it. (2) To get to the answer, we must pray
through the powers of darkness that oppose us. We “pray
through” when we reach a point of assurance.

42. Q.: Can we pray for sinners, or do they have to pray
for themselves?

A.: I John 5:16 says “If any man see his brother
sin a sin which is not unto death, he [the Christian]
shall ask, and he [God] shall give him life for them [the
sinners] that sin not unto death.” Moses prayed and a
whole nation was spared (Deut. 9:18-19). Paul says in
I Tim. 2:1-4, “I exhort therefore, that . . . supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men . . . For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God . . . who will have all men to be saved.” The
Christian is to be an intercessor (go-between) for the
sinner, and must not sin against the sinner by failing to
pray for him (I Sam. 12:23).

43. Q.: Is the fact that one’s mind is distracted when he
is praying a sign that he is not saved, and therefore not
really interested?

A.: There are very few people who pray who do
not at some time have a battle with wandering thoughts.
This is not a sign of sin but part of our human frailty.
It is the devil’s business, too, to divert our attention.

44. Q.: Would you explain fasting?

A.: Suffice it is to say that (1) Jesus fasted (Luke
4:2), the leaders of the Early Church fasted (Acts 13:2),
and other great spiritual leaders have fasted (Moses,
Exod. 34:28; Elijah, I Kings 19:8; Daniel, Dan. 10:3; and
Paul, Acts 9:9). (2) We are commanded to fast (Joel
1:14; Matt. 17:21). (3) Fasting brings great spiritual
results.

22







4

Questions on

CHRISTIAN LIVING

47. Q.: What advice would you give a new convert to
help him in his Christian life?

A.: 1. Pray daily.
2. Read God’s Word daily.
3. Attend church services faithfully.
4, Witness to others.
I have never known of a person backsliding who did
these four things.

48. Q.: What is meant by the term “walking in the
light”?

A.: Spiritual light may be defined as “the revelation
of God’s will to the human heart.” To walk in the light
is to do that which God reveals to us as His will. It
simply means minding God. One word sums it up:
“obedience.”

49. Q.: How does a person overcome tempiation?

A.: The Bible says, “Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). Be diligent
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like as we are, yet without sin.” Sin enters in when a
person harbors an evil thought in his mind, continues to
think on it and plan how he will carry through with the
wicked intention. “You can’t keep the birds from flying
over your head [thoughts of evil], but you can keep them
from making a nest in your hair [evil thoughts].”

59. Q.: Is it an indication of personal sin when a Chris-
tian suffers?

A.: No. There are three sources of troubles for
God’s people: (1) The devil tempts. (2) The Lord tries.
(3) Satan-inspired people persecute. None of these is a
matter of personal sin. It was said of Job, in spite of all
his trials, “In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God
foolishly” (Job 1:22). Jesus pronounced blessing on us
“when men shall revile . . . persecute . . . and say all
manner of evil against” us falsely, for His sake (Matt.
5:11). Some of the saintliest people have had to suffer
great physical pain (II Cor. 12:7-10).

60. Q.: What scriptures would you suggest for a person
to read who is going through a severe physical and fi-
nancial trial?

A.: Psalms 27; 37; and 91; also John 14,

61. Q.: How can I better understand the Bible?

A.: Jesus said concerning the Holy Spirit, “How-
beit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth” (John 16:13, italics mine). Many
have testified to a new love for and a new understanding
of the Bible when the Holy Spirit came in.
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80. Should Christians go to the movies?

A.: A Christian should not go anyplace where he
could not take Christ with him. If a person insists on
going to the movies, he will have to leave Christ behind.
A good question to ask is, “Would I want to be found at
the movie when Jesus comes?” It is readily apparent
that movies are getting worse. Even the secular press
admits that. And even most of the so-called “good”
movies have some objectionable features. And there is
the matter of influence. The association of the movie is
all negative. If you go to a “good” movie, others may use
it as an excuse for attending the “bad” ones (which al-
most all of them are). Here’s another case of group con-
science. Most evangelical churches have taken a stand
against movie-going.

81. Q.: Is it a sin to consult a fortune-teller?

A.: Yes. Read Deuteronomy, chapter 18, and Acts,
chapter 16.

82. Q.: Is it wrong to use tobacco?

A.: Yes. I Cor. 3:16-17 tells us that our bodies are
the “temple of God,” and “if any man defile the temple
of God, him shall God destroy.” Tobacco has been
proved to be harmful to the body. On this basis it is
wrong to use it. Also read I Cor. 6:19-20; II Cor. 6:16-17.

83. Q.: You say that use of tobacco is wrong because it
is harmful to the body. What aboui overeating, and any-
thing else which might be considered harmful to the
body?

A.: We should abstain from anything that we know
is harmful to the body. For a person deliberately to do
something that will harm his body is not only wrong; it
shows a serious lack of self-discipline.
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times, too, children are involved, and to tear the home
apart would be tragic. Trust God for mercy and grace to
live rightly now. Leave the forgiven past in His hands,
and trust Him to make your present life and home a
happy one.

87. Q.: Should parenits discipline their children?

A.: Yes, if they need it. Prov. 13:24 says, “He that
spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him
chasteneth him betimes.” Again Solomon said, “With-
hold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest
him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him
with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Prov.
23:13-14). A child who is taught to obey his parents
will find it much easier to obey God. In addition to pun-
ishment, the child must also be shown much love if he is
to develop properly.

88. Q.: How does a family start having family worship?

A.: The best way to get started is simply to get the
family together and start! The perfect time probably
will never come. You will just have to begin anyhow.
Set a regular time, morning, noon, or evening, and stay
with it. Family worship time should always include two
things: (1) Reading the Word of God, (2) Prayer. Some
families use a devotional guide such as Come Ye Apart.
Others like to sing together. Some families have every
person to pray each time, while others call on one to
lead the prayer. But these two elements are basic:
prayer and Bible reading.

89. Q.: What time of day is best for family worship?

A.: This varies according to family work and school
schedules. Some families prefer the morning, while oth-
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3

Questions on

THE HEREAFTER

92. Q.: Do our loved ones in heaven see us today?

A.: Heb. 12:1 says that we are “compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses.” This implies that
our loved ones gone before are watching us.

93. Q.: Will we know each other in heaven?

A.: I believe so. We are told in I Cor. 13:12 that we
shall know even as we are known.

94. Q.: If a mother-to-be destroys her unborn child, is
that murder?

A.: Yes! At the moment of conception, life begins,
and to destroy life is murder (Exod. 20:13). If it is a
legal abortion for the saving of the mother’s life, then
this is a matter where God is understanding; but if the
abortion is for a selfish reason, it is sinful.

95. Q.: When a child is stillborn, does it go to heaven?

A.: Yes! Life begins at the time of conception, and
where there is human life, there is a soul.

38










